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TO  THE  READER. 


Exphc  r  no  more  commendations  of  our  Arabian 
author,  or  apologies  for  any  thing  that  may  feem 
liable  to  cenfure  in  his  Letters.  There  is  no  end  of 
anfwering  the  cavils  of  thofe  who,  to  gain  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  critics,  will  create  faults  where  they  find 
none,  and  impute  the  very  overfights  of  the  prefs  to 
the  ignorance  of  the  author,  rather  than  a  book  (hall 
efcape  free  from  cenfure. 

What  is  wanting  in  the  ftyle,  where  it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  come  lhort  of  the  original,  mult  be  laid 
to  the  Italian’s  charge  who  undertook  the  firll  ver- 
fion  of  fo  remote  a  language  ;  for  the  Engl'b  tranf- 
lator  has  endeavoured  to  follow  him  as  dole  as  the 
difference  of  idioms  will  admit ;  and  all  the  world 
knows  that  the  Englifh  tongue  is  none  of  the  moft 
copious  and  fignificant.  But  if  this  (hall  teem  an 
invidious  refledion,  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  a 
paffable  excufe,  the  Engliflr  tranflator,  in  honour 
both  of  the  foreign  copies  and  Ins  own  native  lan¬ 
guage  (for  he  is  a  true  Englifhman  both  by  blood 
and  affedion),  is  willing  to  take  the  blame  of  all  de- 
feds  on  himfclf,  alluring  you,  that  whatfoever  rough- 
nefs  or  want  of  elegance,  whatfoever  carelefluefs  of 
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expreilion  is  to  be  found  in  the  Englifn  tranflatlon, 
though  it  may  be  a  fault  indeed,  yet  it  is  purely  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  candour  of  him  who  has  committed  it, 
fince  the  chief  real  on  of  fucli  negledt  is,  becaufe  he- 
was  loath  the  reader  fhould  lofe  the  original  fenfe  for 
the  fake  of  a  fweet  period  or  a  delicate  cadence. 

If  in  other  places  he  feems  affedted,  as  in  retain¬ 
ing  the  Turkifh  and  Arabic  words,  where  they  might 
as  well  have  been  rendered  Englifh,  this  alfo  was  out 
of  refpefi:  to  hfs  copy,  where  thofe  words  are  left  as 
we  may  fuppofe  they  were  found  in  the  original  Ara¬ 
bic. 

This  is  addreffed  to  fuch  gentlemen  as  have  pro¬ 
cured  the  Italian  copies  of  thefe  Letters  ;  for  we  are 
informed  that  they  are  in  the  hands  cf  fome  Englifh 
travellers  who  had  a  curiohty  to  compare  the  differ¬ 
ent  tranflations  together. 

However,  to  evidence  that  this  is  not  fpoken  in 
partiality  to  ourfelves,  but  with  equal  regard  to  that 
learned  foreigner  who  firft  brought  thefe  Letters  to 
light,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  exhibit  fuch  probable 
reafons  as  might  induce  him  to  leave  fome  Arabic 


words  untranflated  rather  than  others,  though  they 
had  both  the  fame  fenfe. 

The  beft  method  or  clearing  up  this  point  will  be 
by  producing  inftances,  fuch  as  that  in  Book  I.  Let¬ 
ter  XIV.  where  the  word  [Vifiers]  is  retained  by  the 
Englifh  tranllator,  becaufe  it  was  not  changed  by  the 
Italian.  Doubtlefs  it  had  been  as  eafy  to  fay  [The 
Seven  Chief  Spirits,  Angels,  Chancellors,  or  Mjni- 
llers  above],  as  [The  Seven  Vifiers]  •,  but  fince  the 
Italian  copy  has  not  altered  the  word  [Vifiers],  the 
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Englilh  tranflator  thought  fit  to  let  it  Hand  ;  and  he 
conceives  it  is  proper  enough  in  both  verfiops,  be- 
caufe  it  better  expreffies  the  thought  of  the  Turkifh 
author  than  any  Italian  or  Englifh  word  can  do,  be¬ 
ing  a  title  of  dignity  peculiar  to  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire,  where  the  credulous  people  are  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  their  monarchy,  with  all  its  officers  of 
ftate,  is  exadlly  modelled  according  to  the  pattern 
of  the  celeftial  court  and  kingdom  ;  therefore  it  ap¬ 
pears  very  natural  in  a  Turk  to  call  the  minifters  of 
Heaven  by  the  title  of  vifiers,  beglerbegs,  bafias,  or 
whatfoever  other  appellatives  are  ufed  by  them  to 
exprefs  the  dignity  of  their  grandees  on  earth  ;  and 
who  would  go  to  fpoil  his  lenfe  for  the  fake  of  a 
word  ? 

Befides,  not  to  let  this  paiTage  fall  without  due 
remarks,  is  it  not  common  in  our  bible  to  call  God 
[Lord  of  Lords]  ?  And  how  can  this  be  otherwife 
exprefied  in  Arabic,  but  by  the  title  which  is  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  principal  governors  of  provinces,  whom 
in  their  language  they  call  beglerbegs  ?  It  is  equally 
ufual  in  fcripture  to  ftyle  God  [King  of  Kings],  a 
title  frequently  affirmed  by  the  eaftern  monarchs  : 
Nay,  in  our  common  difcourfe  here  in  England,  it 
is  cuftomary  to  give  to  God  the  title  of  [The  King 
of  Heaven]  •,  and  why  may  we  not  as  well  give  to 
the  archangels  and  angels,  &c.  the  titles  which  are 
ordinarily  applied  to  the  princes  and  nobles  on  earth? 
But,  however,  if  this  will  not  appear  allowable  in  a 
Chriftian,  yet  no  man  can  w'onder  at  the  Turk  when 
he  hears  him  ufe  his  native  dialedl  fpeaking  of  the 
potentates  above  •,  and  if  this  be  granted, . I  hope  nei- 
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ther  the  Italian  will  be  blamed  for  preferring  the  pe¬ 
culiar  phrafe  of  an  eaftern  author,  nor  the'  Englifh 
tranflator  be  accufed  for  following  fo  polite  a  pat¬ 
tern. 

This  inftance  had  not  been  preffed  fo  far,  but  in 
hopes  that  what  is  already  faid  may  ferve  as  a  plea 
for  feveral  other  examples  of  like  nature  in  this  vo¬ 
lume,  where  it  is  impoflible  for  any  European  to  ex- 
prefs  the  full  meaning  of  an  Oriental  author  without 
referving  fome  words  of  his  very  language  ;  and  in 
this  the  Italian  tranflator  is  chiefly  vindicated,  from 
whofe  copy  the  Englifh  in  fuch  cafes  had  no  reafon 
to  fwerve  ;  and  thus  much  may  fuffice  to  anfwer  all 
objections  about  the  ftyle. 

As  to  the  matter  itfelf,  it  appears  full  of  inftruc- 
tion,  in  hiftorical,  moral,  and  political  affairs.  Nor 
need  any  man  wonder  if  he  encounter  fome  paflages 
which  may  be  found  in  other  writers,  both  Gentile 
and  Chriflian,  fince  the  author  of  thefe  letters  pro- 
fefl’es  that  he  has  taken  much  pains  to  perufe  the 
treatifes  of  the  ancients,  both  whilfc  he  ftudied  in 
the  academies,  and  during  his  refidence  at  Paris ;  he 
often  frequented  the  libraries  in  that  city,  whereof 
there  is  no  fcarcity  :  He  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  reading  modern  as  well  as  ancient  authors,  by 
which  means  he  not  only  improved  his  knowledge 
in  the  univerfal  hiftory  of  former  times,  but  grew 
familiar  with  the  molt  remarkable  occurrences  in 
Europe  during  thefe  later  centuries  ;  fo  that  in  fome 
of  his  letters  one  would  fwear  he  had  read  Sabellius, 
Petrus  Juftinianus,  Philip  de  Comines,  and  other 
European  writers  ;  for  he  feems  to  come  very  neap 
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them  in  relating  fome  particular  ftories  x  And  it  may¬ 
be  fuppofed  that  he  took  this  advantage  to  oblige  the 
Turkilh  grandees  to  whom  he  wrote,  by  inferting  in 
his  Letters  fuch  paflages  as  they  were  wholly  ftran- 
gers  to. 

There  need  no  more  be  faid,  but  that  you  may 
expert  another  volume  of  Letters  very  fpeedily. 
Farewell. 
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§ 

LETTER  I. — Mahmut  the  Arabian,  and  Indefatigable 
Slave  to  the  Grand  Signior,  to  Mahomet,  the  Mojl  II- 
lujlrious  Vfier  Azetn,  at  the  Porte. 

I  congratulate  thy  afcent  to  that-  top  of  honour, 
the  firft  dignity  in  the  empire  ever  vidftorious.  It  is  thy 
turn  to  be  now  exalted  in  the  orb  of  fortune  :  Let  not 
this  high  ftation  make  thee  forget,  that  the  wheel  is  al¬ 
ways  in  motion,  but  confider,  that  fince  the  advance  thou 
haft  made  was  not  but  by  the  fall  of  thy  predeceffor, 
thou  haft  the  lefs  reafon  to  think  thy  own  ftate  fecure. 

I  am  no  fortune-teller,  nor  would  I  be  fo  rude  as  to 
prognofticate  ill  luck  to  my  fuperiors  ;  but  men  in  emi¬ 
nent  dignity  have  need  of  a  monitor  ;  and  it  is  recorded 
of  a  great  monarch,  that  he  commanded  one  of  his  pages 
every  morning  to  falute  him,  when  he  firft  awaked,  with 
thefe  words,  “  Remember,  O  king,  that  thou  art  a 
mortal.” 

Let  this  example,  fupreme  minifter,  plead  my  excufe, 
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and  incline  thee  to  pardon  the  freedom  which  Mahmut 
takes,  who,  by  this,  thou  feeft  is  no  flatterer. 

Certainly  all  fubl  unary  things  ebb  and  flow  like  the 
waters  ;  and,  though  men  may  fometimes  enjoy  a  fpring- 
tide  cf  felicity,  yet  fate  has  hidden  fluices  which,  in  a 
moment,  fhall  convey  the  mighty  torrent  to  fome  other 
channel. 

I  myfelf  have  in  fome  meafure  experienced  this,  who 
am  but  a  puny  in  comparifon  with  thee  :  Yet  deftiny 
and  chance  are  allotted  to  the  little  as  well  as  to  the 
great.  The  worm  encounters  as  many  crofs  contingen- 
cies  in  her  humble  reptile  ftate,  as  does  the  towering 
eagle  in  all  her  lofty  flights  and  ranges  through  the  wide- 
ftretched  air. 

In  my  infancy,  I  was  fnatched  from  the  cradle,  and 
from  the  arms  of  my  mournful  mother  ;  mournful  on  two 
accounts,  the  death  of  a  hufband,  and  the  neceflity  of 
parting  with  her  child  :  Yet  this  early  feparation  turned 
to  my  advantage  and  her  comfort.  The  fequel  of  my 
good  fortune  invited  her  to  forfake  her  folitudes,  and 
follow  me  to  the  imperial  city,  where  fhe  exchanged  her 
melancholy  widowhood  for  the  fociety  and  love  of  a  mer¬ 
ry  Greek ;  whilft  fate  had  another  game  to  play  with 
me,  it  being  the  will  of  Heaven,  that  from  the  delights 
of  the  feraglio,  and  the  honour  of  ferving  the  greateft 
fovereign  in  the  world,  I  fhould  fall  into  a  cruel  capti¬ 
vity,  and  be  compelled  ignominioufly  to  drudge  for  a 
barbarous  infidel.  Afterwards,  I  gained  my  liberty,  and 
applied  myfelf  to  ftudy  in  the  academies.  I  will  not 
boaft  of  the  proficiency  I  made  ;  but,  at  my  return  to 
Conftantinople,  thou  knoweft  my  fuperiors  thought  me 
capable  of  doing  the  Porte  fervice  in  this  place  Thus 
pfoyidence  fports  with  mortals,  and,  by  an  unaccount- 
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able  due  of  difcipline,  leads  them  through  the  mazes  of 
this  life. 

H9W  I  have  difcharged  my  truft  here,  I  dare  appeal 
to  all,  yet  can  pleafe  none.  Every  man  will  be  my 
judge  to  give  fentence  againft  me,  and  fome,  I  believe, 
would  willingly  be  my  executioners,  which,  at  certain 
times,  carries  me  into  fo  deep  a  melancholy,  that  I  ever 
join  with  my  enemies,  and  condemn  myfeif,  though  I 
know  not  for  what.  Surely,  fay  I,  fo  many  perfpicaci- 
ous  men  cannot  be  all  in  the  wrong,  and  I  only  in  the 
right ;  they  mull  needs  fee  fome  faults  in  me,  w-hich  I 
cannot  difcern  in  myfeif ;  doubtlefs  I  am  partial,  and  never 
changed  the  order  of  vEfop’s  wallet.  Then  I  refleft  on 
thefe  thoughts  as  the  mere  pi-odudl  of  melancholy  ;  for, 
after  the  ftridleft  examination  of  my  condudt,  I  find  my- 
felf  innocent  of  thofe  things  whereof  I  am  accufed.  Yet, 
whilft  I  am  juftifying  my  integrity  towards  my  great 
mailer,  my  fadnefs  returns  again,  and  tells  me,  that,  without 
doubt,  I  have  fome  ways  offended  God  and  his  Prophet, 
who,  for  that  reafon,  fuffer  the  envious  to  perfecute  me, 
and  drive  me  into  a  more  intimate  and  familiar  converfe 
with  myfeif,  that  fo,  by  making  a  frequent  fcrutiny  after 
the  caufe  of  my  outward  misfortunes,  I  may  difcover  the 
fecret  crimes  which  I  may  have  committed  againft  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  which  lie  hid  under  my  inadvertence  and  obli¬ 
vion. 

Then  I  am  filled  with  a  thoufand  fcruples  about  my 
telling  lies,  and  taking  falfe  oaths,  though  I  am  difpenfed 
with  for  all  thofe  immoralities  by  the  fovereign  arbiter  of 
the  law.  In  a  word,  I  know  not  fometimes  what  to 
think  ;  and  were  it  not  that  my  agency  in  thefe  parts 
meets  with  fome  fuccefs,  I  fhould  often  conclude,  that  I 
either  lie  under  fome  curfe  of  God  or  charms  of  men,  that 
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cither  heaven  or  hell  have  a  peculiar  hand  in  afflicting 
me. 

But  all  this  may  be  only  the  fumes  of  my  own  dif- 
tempered  fpleen  ;  and  the  indulgent  Judge  of  men  may 
pafs  a  milder  fenter.ce  on  me,  than  either  I  do  myfelf,  or 
my  fellow-mortals.  He  is  tranfcendently  benign  and 
merciful,  and  our  fins  of  frailty  appear  in  his  eyes  but  as 
fmall  atoms  in  the  rays  of  a  morning  fun,  which,  though 
they  be  innumerable,  yet  the  leaft  breath  of  wind  blows 
them  all  out  of  fight. 

By  what  I  have  faid  it  is  apparent,  that  I  have  re¬ 
gard  both  to  thee  and  myfelf ;  to  thee,  as  the  fupreme 
difpofer  of  life  and  death  under  the  Grand  Siguior  ;  to 
myfelf,  as  one  culled  out  for  a  vidlim  by  the  malicious, 
and  lying  at  the  feet  of  thy  noble  nature,  begging  thy 
protection.  My  enemies  are  induftrious  to  ruin  me,  and 
lay  hold  on  all  opportunities  to  accomplifh  it.  The  fen- 
tence  which  they  could  not  procure  from  thy  predecef- 
for,  they  may  hope  to  draw  from  thee  by  their  falfe  in¬ 
formations.  This  makes  me  ufe  precaution  in  my  own 
defence,  hoping  to  fcreftal  their  malice  by  this  humble 
addrefs. 

Imitate  thou  the  divine  nature,  and  be  not  fevere  in 
remarking  the  peccadillos  and  fmall  delinquencies  of  thy 
{lave.  If  I  turn  infidel  or  traitor,  I  crave  no  favour. 

That  Supremely  Merciful  and  Gracious,  the  Firft  and 
the  Laft  of  the  World,  and  Lord  of  Paradife,  heap  on  thee 
as  many  blefihigs  every  day,  as  would  employ  my  fwift- 
cft  wifhes  a  thoufand  years,  and  grant  that  thou  mayeil 
find  admittance  into  the  place  full  of  rivers,  whofe  fprings 
take  their  rife  from  the  bottom  of  the  rock  of  eternity. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649, 

According  to  the  Chriftian  ftile. 
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II. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

*  ✓ 

Th  e  troubles  of  this  kingdom,  which  a  while  ago  feem- 
ed  to  he  compofed,  are  now  again  broke  out  afreih.  The 
private  grudges  of  fome,  and  the  ambition  of  others  of 
the  nobility,  have  once  more  put  all  in  arms.  This  city 
is  blocked  up  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  army,  who  has  not 
been  long  returned  from  Flanders.  The  King,  the 
Q_ueen,  with  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  the  whole  court, 
are  at  St.  Germain  en  Lay,  whither  they  went  by  night. 
This  abrupt  departure  gave  frefh  courage  to  the  fediti- 
ous,  and  at  the  fame  time  furnifhed  them  with  new  mat¬ 
ter  of  accufation  againft  Cardinal  Mazarini,  who,  they 
fay,  has  Hole  away  their  fovereign  from  them.  The  par¬ 
liament  have  declared  him  an  enemy  to  the  government  ; 
they  are  levying  foldiers  as  fall  as  they  can,  and  provi- 
fions  are  laid  in,  as  if  they  were  to  fuitain  a  long  fiege. 
Several  princes  and  grandees  are  come  over  to  the  citi¬ 
zens,  having  deferted  the  court,  among  whom  is  the 
Prince  of  Conti,  brother  to  the  Prince  of  Conde :  Yet 
the  Parifians  are  diftruftful  of  him,  and  have  confined  his 
filler  as  a  hoftage  for  his  fidelity,  not  knowing  that  his 
defertion  is  real,  being  occafioned  by  fome  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  elder  brother. 

It  is  faid,  that  Cardinal  Mazarini  has  taken  a  refolu- 
tion  to  depart  the  kingdom,  that  fo  he  may  avoid  the 
tempefl  that  threatens  him  from  all  hands. 

The  queen  has  fent  orders  to  the  colonels  that  ferve 
under  Marefchal’  Turenne  in  Germany,  commanding 
them  to  abandon  that  general,  who,  they  fay,  has  de¬ 
clared  for  the  parliament,  and  fent  to  offer  them  his 
fervice. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  citizens  endeavour  to  {Lengthen 
their  party,  by  fending  to  all  the  parliaments  of  France, 
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to  defire  their  conjunction  in  efpoufing  the  quarrel  of  this 
of  Paris. 

Tlie  company  which  the  burghers  of  this  city  have 
raifed,  wear  this  motto  in  their  enfigns,  WE  SEEK 
OUR  KING. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Archduke  of  Auilria  keeps 
near  the  frontiers  of  this  kingdom,  with  an  army  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  fends  frequent  propofals  to 
the  parliament,  in  order  to  a  peace. 

Whilft  I  was  writing  the  lalt  words,  news  was  brought 
me,  that  Eliachim  the  Jew  is  feized,  and  clapped  in  pri- 
foa  at  St.  Denys,  which  place  is  in  the  king’s  hands. 
I  cannot  learn  the  reafon  of  his  confinement,  but  am  apt 
to  fufpeft  it  is  on  the  fcore  of  his  late  appearing  among 
the  rabble  of  Paris,  whereof  I  gave  an  account  In  a  letter 
to  the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries. 

The  furprife  I  am  in  at  this  unfortunate  accident,  puts 
me  upon  a  thoufand  thoughts.  I  know  not  what  courfe 
to  take  for  my  own  fafety.  If  Eliachim’s  papers  fnould 
be  fearched,  Mahmut  muft  be  difeovered ;  and  then,  if 
I  tarry  in  the  city,  I  cannot  efcape  a  prifon  ;  for  though, 
at  this  juncture,  one  would  think  this  place  a  fufficient 
protedlion  from  the  court  ;  yet  the  hatred  they  bear  to 
the  true  believers,  and  the  difeovery  of  fo  important  a 
commiflion  as  mine,  would  fnperfede  their  inteftine  animo- 
f  ties ;  I  fhould  infallibly  be  either  delivered  up  to  the 
court,  or  fent  to  the  Bailile.  If  I  go  out  of  the  city, 
my  danger  is  yet  gi  eater,  all  the  paflfes  of  the  country 
being  narrowly  watched,  and  ftrongly  guarded  by  the 
king’s  foldiers.  This  made  me,  at  aril,  re'olve  to  defer 
the  concluficn  of  this  letter  to  another  time,  whilft  I 
provided  for  my  own  fafety,  as  thinking  it  impoffible  to 
convey  any  intelligence  out  cf  France  undiscovered ;  but 
being  informed  cf  a  courier  that  was  juft  going  from  the 
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parliament  to  the  Archduke  of  Auftria,  and  fearing  left  I 
fhould  never  have  the  privilege  of  pen,  ink  and  paper  a- 
gain,  I  have  ravifhed  a  few  moments  from  that  little 
time  I  have  left  to  drift  for  myfelf,  that  fo  I  might  give 
thee  notice  of  this  accident. 

I  have  written  alfo  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi  at  Vienna, 
to  prevent  any  difpatches  from  him  till  farther  order. 
Both  thefe  letters  I  venture  in  the  hands  of  a  faithful 
meffenger,  who  has  caufcd  them  to  be  fewed  up  in  the 
heels  of  his  (hoes,  to  prevent  difeovery.  He  travels  un¬ 
der  the  proteftion  of  the  courier. 

I  have  not  a  minute  left  to  fay  more,  than  that  I  am 
at  this  inftant  parting  from  my  lodging,  my  books  and 
other  things  being  packed  up,  and  porters  ready  to  car¬ 
ry  them  away.  If  I  get  fafe  out  of  the  houfe,  I  mull; 
change  my  habit  and  name,  and  fo  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  new  concealment,  till  the  iffue  of  this  adventure  fliall 
diredl  me  what  to  do. 

Adieu,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  and  expeft  to  hear 
more  in  my  next,  or  let  my  filenee  convince  thee,  that 
Mahmut  is  no  longer  at  liberty. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


III. — Wo  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

I  f  thou  haft  any  difpatches  coming  for  me,  and  it  be 
yet  in  thy  power  to  ftop  them,  ufe  wings  in  doing  it, 
for  I  fear  we  are  difeovered  in  this  place.  Thy  brother 
Eliachim  is  arrefted  by  the  king’s  orders.  What  i9  laid 
to  his  charge  I  know  not  for  certain  ;  neither  is  it  necef- 
fary  for  thee  to  be  informed  in  that  point  ;  but  if  his 
confinement  be  owing  to  tome  fervices  he  has  lately  done 
rr  e,  we  are  all  loft.  His  papers  will  be  fearehed,  which* 
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muff  of  necefiity  betray  our  fecrets,  and  then  we  have 
nothing  to  expeft  but  the  fevered:  execution  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  fury  and  revenge.  I  am  in  no  fmall  confufion  at  this 
accident,  having  fcarce  time  to  provide  for  my  conceal¬ 
ment.  Send  no  more  to  Paris,  ti  l  thou  receiveft  farther 
advice.  We  are  all  in  arms,  this  city  being  blocked  up 
by  the  queen’s  troops ;  fo  that  I  know  not  well  which 
way  to  fhift  for  myfelf,  and  efcape  a  thoufand  fcrutinies, 
which  they  will  everywhere  make  into  the  affairs  of  a 
flranger.  But  that  fate  which  overrules  human  contin¬ 
gencies,  will,  I  hope,  refcue  me  out  of  this  danger,  to 
which  I  commend  both  thee  and  me,  bidding  thee  fare¬ 
well,  as  if  I  were  never  to  write  to  thee  again  ;  for  fo  the 
iffue  may  prove. 

Paris,  i6:h  of  the  jd  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


IV. — To  Adonai,  a  Jew,  at  Venice. 

I  have  fomething  more  refpite  now,  than  when  I  wrote 
laft  to  thy  brother  Nathan  at  Vienna,  to  inform  him  of 
Eliachim’s  being  made  a  prifoner.  I  was  in  a  greater 
hurry  at  that  time  than  the  ninth  fphere.  All  my  mo¬ 
tions  were  fwift.  I  went  backward  and  forward  like  the 
planets,  but  had  no  leifure  to  Hand  ffill,  as  they  do 
fometimes :  In  a  word,  1  have  tun  over  the  whole  zo¬ 
diac  of  policy,  to  feek  for  a  new  houfe,  that  wherein  I 
lodged  being  like  to  prove  too  hot  for  me.  At  length 
I  have  found  one,  wherein  I  hope  to  meet  with  no  male¬ 
volent  afpedls,  but  to  remain,  as  before,  in  a  friendly 
conjunction  with  the  moon,  behind  whofe  fplendours  I 
may  lie  covered  from  the  inquifitions  of  peering  mortals. 

To  fpeak  more  intelligibly,  I  am,  for  the  prefent,  re¬ 
moved  to  other  lodgings  in  this  city,  the  better  to  fiiel- 
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ter  myfelf  from  the  ftorm  which  feems  to  hang  over  my 
head  fince  Eliachim  was  feized.  Yefterday  I  wrote  to 
the  Kaimacham,  and  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  to  give  them 
an  account  of  this  accident.  This  goes  along  with  the 
fame  meffenger ;  for  I  duift  not  confide  in  the  pofts  du* 
ring  the  prefent  diforders  of  this  kingdom. 

I  received  a  letter  from  thee,  wherein  thou  informed 
me  of  an  attempt  that  has  been  lately  made  to  rob  the 
treafury  of  Venice,  which,  according  to  thy  deferip- 
tion,  is  very  rich  and  magnificent,  not  to  be  matched  in 
Europe.  Perhaps,  if  thou  haft  feen  the  wealth  that  is 
preferved  in  the  church  of  St.  Denys,  a  city  not  far 
from  Paris,  thou  wouldeft  be  of  another  mind  ;  but  nei« 
thcr  of  us  can  make  proper  comparifons,  having  not  feen 
both  places.  The  French  extol  the  latter,  and  fay  it 
far  exceeds  that  of  Venice  ;  but  they  may  fpeak  parti¬ 
ally,  it  being  the  humour  of  all  people  to  magnify  the 
grandeur  of  their  own  nation,  and  the  French  come  noi 
ftiort  of  the  reft  of  the  world  in  vain-glory.  However  it 
be,  it  was  a  vaft  attempt,  and  full  of  infinite  difficulties 
and  perils,  to  rob  the  vaults  of  a  church  in  the  heart  of 
that  great  and  populous  city,  where  all  the  riches  of  the 
feigniory  were  repofited.  It  is  an  argument  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  fouls,  whodurft  undertake  fo  hazardous  an 
enterprife. 

But  this  is  not  the  firft  time  the  Venetians  have  been 
in  danger  to  lofe  that  prodigious  mafs  of  wealth.  A 
poor  Grecian  once  found  a  way,  through  marble  barri- 
cadoes  under  ground,  to  enter  thofe  golden  cells,  from 
whence  he  carried  away  to  the  value  of  twenty  hundred 
thoufand  zechins  in  jewels.  But  making  one  of  his 
countrymen  acquainted  with  it,  the  villain  betrayed  him 
to  the  doge,  who  caufed  him  to  be  hanged. 

i  hat  commonwealth  has  been  all  along  very  happy  in 
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difcovery  of  plots,  and  other  mifchiefs  intended  againft 
her.  I  know  not  whether  thou  haft  heard  of  the  famous 
confpiracy  of  Tiepoli  ;  who,  not  content  with  the  life 
and  eftate  of  a  private  gentleman,  fought  to  render  him- 
felf  fovereign  of  Venice  ;  and  to  this  end,  infmuated  into 
the  affeftions  of  many  thoufands  of  the  citizens,  whom 
he  kept  in  conftant  penfion  for  above  nine  years  together, 
under  the  notion  of  aftifting  him  to  revenge  certain  in¬ 
juries  he  had  received  from  a  Roman  gentleman.  They 
were  all  to  run  with  their  arms  into  the  ftreets  when  they 
fhould  hear  the  name  Tiepoli  uttered  aloud,  and  often 
repeated. 

But  when  the  day  was  come,  whereon  he  was  to  put 
his  defigns  in  execution,  and  the  alarm  was  given  in  the 
ftreets,  an  old  woman  made  fuch  hafte  to  look  out  at 
her  chamber  window,  to  fee  what  was  the  occafion  of 
the  tumult,  that  Are  threw  down  an  earthen  veffel,  which 
falling  direftly  on  the  head  of  Tiepoli,  killed  him,  and 
fo  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion.  For  which  happy  acci¬ 
dent,  the  fenate  fettled  a  yearly  penfion  of  a  thoufand 
zechins  on  the  old  woman  during  her  life,  and  the  fame 
to  be  paid  to  her  heirs  and  pofterity  for  ever. 

Send  me  no  difpatches,  till  thou  haft  received  another 
letter  from  me,  which  will  direct  thee  what  to  do. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


V. — To  Ma hu mm ed,  Hadgia,  Dervife,  Eremite,  Inha¬ 
bitant  of  the  Prophetic  Cave  in  Arabia  the  Happy . 

T  he  Franks,  who  are  more  ready  to  find  faults  in 
others,  than  to  amend  their  own,  cenfure  the  muflulmans 
for  extending  their  charity  to  beafts,  birds,  and  fifhes. 
'They  laugh  at  the  aims  we  beftow  to  feed  dogs,  cats,  and 
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other  living  creatures,  and  ridicule  the  tendernefs  of  fuch 
as  go  into  the  markets,  and  buy  the  birds  that  are  there 
fold,  cn  purpofe  to  reftore  them  to  their  native  liberty. 
They  fay,  it  is  a  fufficient  demonftration  of  piety,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  necelfities  of  men  ;  and  that  it  is  but  a  fruitlefs 
hypocrify,  to  fhow  kindnefs  to  the  brutes,  who,  in  their 
opinion,  have  neither  fouls  nor  reafon,  and  confequent- 
ly  are  infenfible  of  our  good  offices  toward  them. 

Thefe  are  the  charges  of  Weftern  raillery,  the  fcofFs 
of  the  obdurate,  with  which  they  load  the  generous  Ori¬ 
entals,  the  hearts  transfixed  with  univerfal  love.  What 
would  they  fay,  if  they  had  hea-rd  of  thy  heroic  piety,  who 
not  only  afforded:  protection  and  relief  to  thofe  creatures 
whereof  we  have  no  need,  but  even  abftaineft  from  the 
flefh  of  all  animals,  though  the  Prophet  himfelf  has  in¬ 
dulged  us  the  ufe  of  fome  for  our  neceffary  food,  and 
without  which  many  plead,  that  we  cannot  fuflain  life  ? 
Oh  !  excellent  man,  born  for  the  reproof  and  light  of 
the  age,  how  is  the  foul  of  our  great  lawgiver  exhilerat- 
ed,  when  he  beholds  thy  innocent  and  unblemifhed  life  ? 
The  treafury  of  Heaven  is  enriched  with  thy  good  works,, 
the  fertile  harveft  of  virtues,  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  the  purity 
of  thy  nature  !  From  thy  firft  defeent  into  that  holy 
cave,  the  angels,  who  regifter  the  words  of  men,  never 
heard  thee  utter  a  fyllable  that  could  be  reprehended. 
Thy  thoughts  ravifh  the  heart  of  God  himfelf  with  joy. 
The  univerfal  fpirit  full  of  eyes,  watcher  of  the  univerfe, 
would  fall  afie-ep,  were  it  not  roufed  by  the- ftrong  vibra¬ 
tions  of  thy  fublime  foul.  Thy  contemplations  are  themes 
for  the  college  of  thofe  who  were  affiftant  in  forming  of 
all  tilings.  Were  it  not  for  fuch  as  thee,  the  angel  of 
the  firft  motion  would  ceafe  to  whirl  the  globes  of  light 
through  the  Heavens  :  The  orbs  above  would  grow 
r.ufty,  and  all  the  wheels  and  fprings  of  Nature  woultL 
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ftand  ftill.  Oh  eleft  idea,  before  whofe  purified  effence 
the  fun  himfelf  appears  full  of  blemiihes  !  Human  wit 
cannot  find  thy  equal  on  earth  ;  thou  art  the  imprefs  on 
the  feal  of  the  prophets,  the  foul  of  the  foul  of  Ma¬ 
homet. 

In  thus  celebrating  thy  high  perfections,  if  I  have 
offended  thy  modefty,  thou  haft  the  goodnefs  to  afcribe 
it  to  the  excefs  of  my  affettion,  which  carries  me  beyond 
human  regards.  I  would  fain  be  an  imitator  of  thy  in¬ 
corrupt  life  ;  for  let  the  Chriftians  fay  what  they  pleafe, 
I  will  ever  efteem  abftinence  a  divine  virtue.  I  have 
confulted  the  fages  of  old,  that  I  might  learn  what  was 
the  practice  of  former  times,  whilft  human  nature  was 
yet  in  its  infancy,  before  the  manners  of  men  were  de¬ 
bauched.  I  have  purfued  the  feledt  writings  of  the  an¬ 
cients,  the  records  of  truth,  and  void  of  fables  ;  and 
believing  that  fuch  memoirs  will  not  be  unwelcome  to 
thee,  I  prefume  to  lay  them  at  thy  feet,  as  a  mark  of 
that  profound  veneration  I  owe  to  the  tenant  of  the  dar¬ 
ling  of  God. 

Thefe  hiftorians  fay,  that  the  firft  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  for  above  two  thoufand  years,  lived  altogether  on 
the  vegetable  products,  of  which  they  offered  the  firft- 
fruits  to  God,  it  being  efteemed  an  inexpiable  wickednefs 
to  fired  the  blood  of  any  animal,  though  it  were  in  facri- 
fice,  much  more  to  eat  of  their  flefii.  To  this  end,  they 
relate  the  firft  flaughter  of  a  bull  to  have  been  made  at 
Athens  on  this  occafion.  The  prieft  of  the  town,  whofe 
name  was  Diomus,  as  he  was  making  the  accuftomed 
oblation  of  fruits  on  an  altar  in  the  open  field  (for  as 
yet  they  had  no  temples),  a  bull  came  running  from  the 
herd  which  was  grazing  hard  by,  and  ate  of  the  confe- 
crated  herbage.  Upon  which  Diomus  the  prieft,  moved 
with  zeal  at  the  reputed  facrilege,  and  fnatching  a  fword 
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from  one  of  thofe  that  were  prefent,  killed  the  bull. 
But  when  his  paffion  was  over,  and  he  confidered  what  a 
heinous  crime  he  had  committed,  fearing  alfo  the  rage 
of  the  people,  he  perfuaded  them,  that  a  god  had  appear¬ 
ed  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to  offer  that  bull  in  fa- 
crifice,  by  burning  his  flelh  with  fire  on  the  altar,  as  an 
atonement  for  his  devouring  the  confecrated  fruits.  The 
devout  multitude  acquiefced  to  the  words  of  their  prieft, 
as  to  an  oracle  ;  and  the  bull  being  flayed,  and  fire 
laid  on  the  altar,  they  all  afiilted  at  the  new  facrifice  ; 
from  which  time,  the  cuftom  was  yearly  obfcrved  among 
the  Athenians,  to  facrifice  a  bull  ;  and  by  them  this 
method  of  religious  cruelty  was  taught,  not  only  to  all 
Greece,  but  to  the  reft  of  the  world.  In  procefs  of  time, 
a  certain  priefi,  in  the  midft  of  his  bloody  facrifice,  taking 
up  a  piece  of  the  broiled  flelh,  which  had  fallen  from  the 
altar  on  the  ground,  and  burning  his  fingers  therewith, 
fuddenly  clapped  them  to  his  mouth  to  mitigate  the 
pain.  But  when  he  had  once  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
fat,  not  only  longed  for  more  of  it,  but  gave  a  piece  to 
his  aflifiant,  and  he  to  others,  who  all  pleafed  with  the 
new  found  dainties,  fell  to  eating  of  flelh  greedily  ;  and 
hence  this  fpecies  of  gluttony  was  taught  to  other  mor¬ 
tals.  Neither  is  it  material,  what  the  Hebrew  doctors 
objedt  againlt  thefe  teftimonies,  when  they  introduce  the 
ion  of  Adam  facrificing  living  creatures  in  the  infancy  of 
the  world  ;  fince  thou  knoweft  many  errors  are  inferted 
in  the  written  law,  from  whence  they  take  this  fiory. 

They  fay  alfo,  that  the  firll  goat  that  fell  by  the  hands 
of  meo,  was  killed  in  revenge  for  the  injuries  it  had  done 
the  owner  of  a  vineyard,  in  browfing  on  his  vines  ;  fuch 
an  impious  deed  having  never  been  heard  of  before. 

This  is  certain,  that  the  Egyptians,  the  wifeit  and  moft 
ancient  people  in  the  world,  having  received  from  the 
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f::u  h-.baY.tar.t6  of  the  earth  a  tradition,  fotbiddisg  men 
to  kill  2ny  I  hag  creature  ;  to  give  the  greater  force  to 
this  primitive  l.w  of  nature,  they  formed  the  images  of 
their  gods  in  ilte  i:rr.:iitude  of  beads  ;  that  fo  t::e  vulgar, 
struck  with  reverence  at  the  tacred  fymbols,  might  learn 
to  abttaia  from  kikivg,  or  fo  much  as  hurting  the  dumb 
a-.timab  :  under  vhoie  forms  they  represented  whatfoever 
among  them  was  eiteemed  adorable. 

Yet,  left  any  his  lifetime  mould  by  accident,  or 
o  titer  wife,  have  tranfgreiTei  the  law  of  abitinence,  they' 
ufed  a  hinc  of  expiation  for  the  dead,  after  this  manner  ; 
The  rrteils  tcok  the  bowels  out  of  the  beliy  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  and  putting  them  in  an  earthen  vefiel,  they  held 
it  towards  the  fan,  aha  cahir.g  witnetTes,  they  made  tr.e 
following  fpeech  in  behalf  of  the  dead :  “  O  thou  lun, 
weefe  empire  is  univerial,  and  all  ye  other  powers  who 
give  life  to  men,  receive  me  into  the  society  of  the  im¬ 
mortal  gods  ;  for  fo  long  as  I  lived  in  this  world,  I  re- 
ligioufiy  perfevered  in  the  wonhip  of  thofe  deities, 
which  were  made  known  to  me  by  my  ancedors.  I 
always  r.cncurtd  rr.r  parents,  who  begat  ir.y  body.  I 
never  killed  any  man  or  bead,  r.cr  have  been  guilty  of 
any  black  crime.  But  if  wkiift  I  lived,  I  have  trelpafled 
La  tailing  ar.y  of  thofe  things  which  are  forbidden,  it 
was  not  my  fin,  but  the  fault  of  theie  entrails,  which  are 
here  Separated  from  the  red  of  rr.y  body  a’  And  having, 
laid  this,  they  call  the  vciTel  into  the  river  on  the  banks 
of  which  the  ceremony  was  performed,  embalming  the 
reft  of  the  body  as  pure  and  free  from  fin. 

After  the  fame  manner,  the  Pernan  magi,  or  wife 
men,  practifed  abitinence.  And,  to  imprint  in  their  dif- 
ciples  a  tendernefs  and  friendship  towards  the  beads, 
they  called  them,  according  to  their  different  ftations, 
cither  lions,  hyenas,  crows,  eagles,  hawks,  6ec. ;  and 
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their  garments  were  painted  all  over  with  the  various 
figures  of  animals,  thereby  infinuating  the  do&rir.e  of 
the  foul’s  tranfmigration  ;  and  inculcating  this  myftery, 
that  the  fpirit  of  man  enters  fucceffively  into  all  forts  of 
bodies ;  which  thou  knoweft  is  not  remote  from  the  faith 
cf  true  believers. 

It  would  not  be  amifs,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  practice 
of  the  ancients,  to  inlert  a  memorable  addrefs  which  the 
reformed  priefts  of  Crete  were  wont  to  make  before  the 
altar  of  Jupiter.  “  O  divine  governor  of  the  hundred 
cities,  we  have  led  a  holy  life,  from  the  time  that  we 
were  initiated  in  thy  myfteries,  and  forfook  the  nocturnal 
rites,  and  bloody  feafts  of  Bacchus  ;  we  are  now  purified, 
and  clothe  ourfelves  in  white  veil  men ts,  the  emblems  of 
our  innocence  :  We  fhun  the  fociety  of  polluted  mortals  ; 
neither  approach  we  to  the  fepulchres  of  the  dead,  nor 
talte  of  the  fleffi  of  any  thing  which  has  been  endued 
with  life.” 

Such  alfo  was  of  old,  and  to  this  day  is,  the  abltinence 
of  the  Indians  ;  among  whom  the  brachmans  perform 
the  office  of  prieithood.  Thefe  the  ancient  Grecians 
called  Gymnofephiits.  They  are  all  of  one  race,  neither 
will  they  admit  a  ftranger  into  their  order.  They  live 
-  for  the  molt  part  near  to  Ganges,  or  fome  other  river, 
for  the  fake  of  their  frequent  purifications.  Their  diet 
confifts  of  milk,  curdled  with  four  herbs.  They  feed 
alfo  on  apples,  rice,'  and  other  fruits  of  the  earth  ; 
ellceming  it  the  height  of  impiety  to  tafte  of  any  thing 
that  has  life.  They  live  in  little  huts  or  cottages  every 
one  by  himfelf,  avoiding  company  and  difcourfe  ;  em¬ 
ploying  all  their  time  in  contemplation,  and  the  fervice 
of  the  temple.  They  efteem  this  life  but  a  neceffary 
difpenfation  of  Nature,  which  they  voluntarily  undergo 
as  a  penance  ;  axdently  thirfting  after  the  diffolution.  of 
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their  bodies,  and  firmly  believing,  that  the  foul,  by  death, 
is  releafed  from  its  prifon,  and  launches  forth  into  im- 
menfe  liberty  and  happinefs.  Therefore  they  are  always 
cheerfully  ciipoied  to  die,  bewailing  thofe  that  are  alive, 
and  celebrating  the  funerals  of  the  dead  with  joyful 
folemnitics  and  triumphs.  Among  their  good  works,  it 
is  accounted  an  aft  of  great  reputation  and  virtue,  to 
build  holpitals  for  beaks  as  well  as  men  :  And  in  every 
city,  there  are  great  numbers  of  fuch  as  fpend  all  their 
life,  in  tending  on  fick  and  wounded  animals,  or  fuch  as 
have  no  fultenance  elfewhere.  And  this  is  no  novel  in- 
ilitution,  but  delivered  down  to  them  by  tradition,  from 
immemorable  ages. 

The  precepts  alio  of  Triptclemus  and  Draco,  the  moil 
ancient  lawgivers  of  the  Athenians,  are  a  teiUmony  of 
the  innocence  and  fincerity  of  the  firit  age  ;  for  they 
comprehended  all  the  whole  fyftem  of  piety  and  virtue, 
in  praftifing  thefe  few  rules  : 

“  Let  it  be  an  eternal  fanftion  to  the  Athenians  to 
adore  the  immortal  gods,  to  reverence  the  departed 
heroes,  to  celebrate  their  praifes  with  fongs  and  the  firit 
fruits  cf  the  earth,  to  honour  their  parents,  and  neither 
to  knl  man  nor  bead.” 

I  could  relate  to  thee  examples  of  abilinence  in  the 
ancient  Lacedaemonians,  Spartans,  Jews,  and  almoil  all 
nations  of  the  Eaft  ;  nor  are  there  wanting  fome  tefti- 
monies  of  it  in  thefe  Weitern  parts.  This  kingdom  of 
France,  was  in  old  times  i.nftrufted  by  a  kind  of  prophets 
or  philofophers,  whom  they  called  druids,  who  took  up 
their  ufual  residence  under  oaks.  Thefe  taught  the  tranf- 
migration  of  fouls,  and  therefore  preferibed  abilinence 
from  fleih  ;  and  ihowed  to  men  the  method  of  worihip- 
ping  God  with  the  firft  fruits  of  the  earth.  From  hence 
they  failed  over  into  Britain,  and  planted  themfdves  in 
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that  iftand,  propagating  the  fame  doctrines,  and  were 
reverenced  by  the  people  as  facred  oracles. 

By  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  tender  regard 
which  the  true  faithful  have  for  the  brutes,  is  no  inno¬ 
vation,  or  Angular  caprice  cf  fuperftition,  but  the  primi¬ 
tive  practice  of  the  ancients,  the  univerfal  tradition  of 
the  whole  earth.-  Nay,  the  Eaftern  Chriftians,  for  the 
moil  part,  live  an  abftemious  life,  fuch  as  the  Grecians, 
Armenians,  Georgians,  Mingrelians,  and  others  that  are 
fcattered  up  and  down  in  divers  parts  of  Afia.  Thefe 
following  the  examples  and  traditions  of  the  apoftles  and 
primitive  fathers  of  their  churches,  either  take  not  at  all, 
or  very  fparingly,  the  flefti  of  beads,  birds,  and  fiihes. 
But  the  Nazarenes  of  the  Weft,  boaft  of  I  know  not 
what  liberty  they  have,  to  eat  without  fcruple  of  all 
things,  having  the  difpenfation  of  the  Roman  mufti, 
whom  they  call  the  Vicar  of  God.  Hence  it  is,  that 
thefe  religious  libertines  are  not  afraid  to  gorge  them- 
felves  even  with  the  blood  of  ftaughtered  beads,  which 
their  own  law  forbids  them  to  tafte ;  and  they  prop 
themfelves  up  in  their  impiety,  by  faying,  that  the  pope 
has  power  to  change  the  traditions  and  ordinances  of  the 
apoftles,  and  even  of  Jefus  the  Meffiah  himfelf.  Hence 
proceeds  their  derihon  of  thofe  who  (how  any  tendernefs 
to  the  brutes ;  for  they  are  hardened  in  their  gluttonous 
cruelty,  and  are  but  one  remove  from  the  mod  favage 
cannibals. 

But  thou,  holy  man  of  God,  pity  thefe  infidels,  and 
pray  that  Mahmut  may  be  a  fmcere  difciple  of  thy  purity. 

Paris,  j6th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  5649. 
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VI. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  am  returned  to  my  former  lodging  again,  the  cafe  of 
Eliachim  being  not  fo  bad  as  my  fears.  The  occafion 
of  his  confinement  were  certain  words  he  fpoke  againft 
the  proceedings  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  and  the  court,  in 
company  of  fuch  as  were  officious  to  oblige  that  minifter. 
This  was  done  at  St.  Denys,  not  far  from  Paris  ;  where 
they  immediately  caufed  him  to  be  taken  into  cultody 
by  the  king’s  guards,  who  quartered  in  that  town.  It 
has  coft  him  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to  purchafe  his 
liberty,  which  he  now  enjoys  as  before.  I  had  other 
thoughts,  when  I  firft  heard  the  nears  of  his  being  feized  ; 
and  that  it  was  for  fome  feditious  expreffions ;  for  then 
I  called  to  miud,  how  he  had  added  laft  year  by  my 
order,  during  the  tumults  of  Paris,  and  concluded,  that 
fome  unlucky  accident  had  now  betrayed  him  ;  which, 
if  it  were  fo,  would  infallibly  bring  me  into  the  fame 
danger.  This  made  me  fo  fuddenly  change  my  habita¬ 
tion,  and  put  a  Hop  to  the  difpatches  of  the  Sublime 
Porte.  I  thought  no  caution  too  much,  to  preferve  the 
affairs  of  my  commiffion  indemnified  ;  and,  that  it  were 
better  to  offend  in  being  too  wary,  than  too  fecure.  If 
I  have  taken  wrontf  meafures  in  thus  abfconding,  it  is 
for  want  of  fuller  inftruddion  from  my  fuperiors.  I  wifh 
they  would  honour  me  with  particular  rules,  in  cafe  of 
fuch  emergencies  ;  then  I  fhould  ffeer  my  courfe,  with¬ 
out  running  the  hazard  of  rocks  and  fands.  I  have  often 
defined  to  know,  whether  if  I  were  difcovered,  I  fhould 
own  myfelf  an  agent  for  the  Grand  Signior.  But  none 
of  the  minifters  have  vouchfafcd  to  diredd  me  in  this 
point ;  whereby  I  may  commit  an  irreparable  miftake  if 
inch  a  thing  fhould  happen. 

.ridonai  the  Jew  informs  me  of  an  attempt  lately  made 
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to  rob  the  treafury  of  Venice,  which  according  to  his 
defcription  is  very  rich  and  magnificent.  He  fays,  there 
are  twelve  crowns  of  pure  gold,  and  an  equal  number  of 
breaHplates  of  the  fame  metal,  fet  with  all  forts  of  pre¬ 
cious  Hones  of  ineHimable  value  ;  an  hundred  vefiels  of 
agate  ;  threefcore  fervices  for  the  altar,  all  of  pure  gold, 
enriched  with  diamonds,  fapphires,  emeralds,  and  other 
Hones  of  price.  There  is  alfo  an  unicorn’s  horn,  above 
the  purchafe  of  money.  There  are  fourteen  unpolifhed 
pearls,  as  large  as  a  man’s  fift .  The  ducal  cap  is  valued 
at  a  hundred  thoufand  zechfns  ;  with  many  other  rarities, 
and  cofily  ornaments,  too  tedious  to  be  inferted  in  a 
letter. 

Certainly  fo  much  wealth  was  never  deHined  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  little  private  thieves  ;  it  is  a  booty  fit 
for  kings  and  great  generals,  the  licenced  banditti  of  the 
earth.  So  many  glittering  jewels  would  tempt  the 
honefty  of  an  angel,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  adorn  the 
apartments  of  his  heaven,  with  thefe  radiant  drops  of  the 
fun  which  he  fees  on  earth. 

I  have  met  with  fome  pretty  relations  of  the  boldnefs 
of  robbers,  but  none  that  ever  matched  the  bravery  of 
this  enterprife  $  which  was  no  lefs  than  to  rob  one  of 
the  moH  potent  Hates  in  the  world  of  her  chiefefl  trea- 
fure. 

He  wanted  not  for  impudence,  who,  when  the  Em¬ 
peror  Charles  V.  was  removing  his  court,  and  all  the 
officers  were  bufy  in  packing  up  the  goods,  entered  the 
chamber  where  the  emperor  was  ;  and,  having  made  his 
o'oeiiance  fell  roundly  to  pulling  down  the  rich  hangings 
of  tiffue,  which  by  the  help  of  his  confederates  he  car¬ 
ried  away,  with  abundance  of  plate  ;  no  body  ever  fuf- 
pedting  but  that  he  was  one  of  the  emperor’s  fervants, 
till  the  perfon  came  whofe  office  it  was  to  remove 
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thofe  goods,  and  then  the  other  was  known  to  be  a 
thief. 

I  have  heard  of  a  Spaniard,  who  on  a  great  feftival, 
when  the  priefts  h.d  finiihed  the  fervice  of  the  altar,  and 
were  retired  to  their  lodgings,  went  very  boldly  and  took 
the  golden  velfels  olf  t'ae  altar,  and  carried  them  away 
under  his  cloak,  as  though  he  had  been  the  fteward  of 
that  church,  no  body  fufpedling  any  other. 

I  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  veil,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  and 
pray,  that  thou  mayeft  monopolize  the  choice!!:  blefiings 
of  Heaven,  and  have  thy  (hare  of  the  riches  of  the  earth, 
without  danger  of  loling  them  to  great  or  fmall  thieves. 


Paris,  16th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


VII.— To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

IN  ow  thou  mayeft  continue  thy  difpatches  as  before. 
Our  fears  are  vaniflied  ;  Eliachim  is  releafed,  and  aU 
things  are  in  fafety.  Thou  haft  no  reafon  to  tax  me 
with  timoroufnefs,  in  fo  abruptly  forfaking  my  habita¬ 
tion,  on  the  bare  forefight  of  far-fetched  poffibilities, 
when  thou  {halt  confider,  that  there  is  no  arming  againft 
contingencies  in  the  moment  they  arrive,  and  that  he 
who  trulls  all  things  to  chance,  makes  a  lottery  of  his 
life,  wherein,  for  one  happy  event,  he  fhall  meet  with  ten 
unlucky  ones.  To  what  ufe  ferves  that  apprehenfive  fa¬ 
culty  which  Nature  has  polled  as  the  corps  du  guard  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  allowing  it  the  fenfes  for  feduts  and 
fentinels  ?  To  what  end,  I  fay,  ferves  this  watchful  fa¬ 
culty,  but  to  take  the  alarm  at  doubtful  emergencies,  to 
roufe  our  caution,  that  fo  we  may  make  provifion,  and 
be  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  againft  whatfoever  may  hap¬ 
pen. 
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News  came  that  Eliachim  was  feized  for  fedilious  words 
againft  the  government.  I  was  confcious  that  both  he 
and  I  had  been  guilty  of  more  than  bare  words  in  that 
kind,  therefore  what  had  happened  to  him,  I  look  upon 
as  due  to  myfelf  alfo,  and  that  my  confinement  would 
foon  follow,  if  I  took  not  fpeedy  care  to  prevent  it  by 
feafonably  abfconding.  This  was  the  reafon  of  my  fud- 
den  departure,  which  cannot  juftly  be  afcribed  to  cow¬ 
ardice,  fince  it  was  the  effedl  of  common  prudence. 

Now  I  am  returned  to  my  old  lodging  again,  where 
the  joy  they  are  in  for  the  birth  of  a  fon  will  not  give 
them  leifure  to  refleft  on  my  affairs,  fo  that  I  am  receiv¬ 
ed  by  my  hoft  without  the  leaft  jealoufy  or  fufpicious 
animadverfions.  Brimful  of  mirth  and  jovial  thoughts, 
the  good  man  compliments  me,  and  proclaims  his  better 
fortune,  invites  me  to  fit  down  with  his  friends,  and  par¬ 
take  of  the  gifts  of  Ceres  and  Bacchus.  This,  thou 
knoweft,  is  the  cuflom  of  the  whole  earth  at  the  birth  of 
mortals  ;  they  make  merry  over  ene  that  is  born  to  the 
fame  miferies  as  themfelves,  who,  the  firft  moment  he 
draws  the  breath  of  life,  is  enrolled  in  the  regifter  of 
death,  and  from  the  womb  makes  fwift  and  diredl  ad¬ 
vances  to  the  grave. 

However,  I  fat  down  with  the  reft,  to  comply  with 
the  exhilarated  humour  of  my  hoft.  I  ate,  I  drank,  and 
feemed  merry  with  the  company,  yet  at  the  fame  time  I 
could  not  but  naufeate  my  entertainment,  and  difdain  the 
extravagant  profufion  of  fpirit  which  appeared  in  every 
one  of  this  vain  affembly.  They  all  talked  eagerly,  and 
one  man’s  words  drowned  thofe  of  another,  whilft  an  uni- 
verfal  laughter  confounded  the  fenfe  of  all.  Then  I  praif- 
ed  in  myfelf  the  modefly  and  order  obferved  in  our  eaft- 
ern  banquets  and  feafts,  where  no  uncomely  geftures  or 
actions  efcape  the  well-natured  guefts,  no  loud  talking  or 
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braying  like  affes,  but  every  one  drives  to  fupprefs  the 
motions  ar.d  appearances  of  a  too  forward  and  indulgent 
nnrtu,  ana  contain  themfclves  within  the  bounds  of  a  de¬ 
cent  and  civil  referre.  Such  were  the  feafts  inftituted  by 
Lycurgus  among  the  ancient  Lacedaemonians,  where  fuch 
as  were  triends  and  acquaintance  met  together  and  re¬ 
medied  themfclves  without  riot  and  luxury  ;  they  con- 
verfed  together  interchangeably,  after  the  manner  of  phi- 
lefophers  or  men  of  the  law,  difcoifrfing  foberlv  either  of 
natural  tilings  cr  civil  affairs,  mixing  facetious  and  witty 
jeila  with  their  more  ferious  talk,  without  clamour,  fcur- 
rility,  or  giving  any  offence  :  But  thefe  weftern  people 
think  therafelves  not  merry  till  they  are  drunk,  nor  witty 
uaieis  they-be  rude  ;  they  play  a  thoufand  wanton-tricks, 
like  apes ;  and  the  greateft  buffoon  is  the  bed  company. 

Wherefore,  lick  to  fee  men  fo  much  degenerate  from 
themfelves,  I  made  my  excufes,  and  retired  to  my  cham¬ 
ber,  where  I  prefently  let  pen  to  paper,  to  give  thee  an 
account  of  my  return. 

If  thou  continued  thy  former  resolution  of  followin'* 
the  dictates  of  rcafoa  in  matters  of  religion,  thou  wilt 
quickly  find  that  thy  rabbis  have  taught  thee  to  believe 
in  fables  which  accord  neither  with  reafon  nor  common 
fenle.  Follow  the  bed  guide,  and  be  happy. 

Paris,  16th  of  the  3d  Mood,  of  the  Year  1649. 


VIII. — To  Adomai,  a  Jew  at  Venice. 

T  k  v  pen  is  now  free  again  ;  write  as  foon  and  as  often 
as  thou  wilt ;  our  fears  are  cifupated,  and  all  goes  well. 
If  thou  car.il  inform  me  of  any  more  remarkable  paffages 
and  adventures,  fpare  not  to  oblige  me  with  frequent  let- 


Book  I. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


23 

tcrs  ;  and  to  encourage  thee,  I  will  relate  to  thee  a  ftory 
which  is  recorded  in  the  hiftories  of  Naples. 

In  former  times,  there  was  a  ftatue  of  marble  Handing 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain  in  Apulia,  with  this  infcription 
on  the  head,  which  was  of  brafs,  On  May-day  at  sun¬ 
rising  I  SHALL  HAVE  A  HEAD  OF  GOLD.  No  man  in 
all  thofe  parts  could  be  found  who  was  able  to  unriddle 
this  myfterious  expreflion,  and  therefore  it  was  not  re¬ 
garded  for  many  ages  ;  but  at  length,  in  the  reign  of  a 
certain  prince,  there  was  a  Saracen,  who,  having  feen 
an'd  confidered  the  ftatue,  with  the  infcription,  propofed 
to  explain  it  for  a  certain  reward.  The  prince  hearing 
of  this,  and  being  greedy  of  the  novelty,  fent  for  the  Sa¬ 
racen,  and  bargained  with  him  for  a  thoufand  crowns  to 
unfold  this  riddle.  He  waited  till  May- day  came,  and 
watching  the  image  that  morning  early,  he  obferved  the 
place  where  the  head  call  its  fhadow  juft  as  the  fun  rofe  ; 
there  he  ordered  certain  men  to  dig,  which  when  they 
had  done,  and  were  got  pretty  deep  in  the  earth,  they 
encountered  a  prodigious  treafure  of  filver,  gold  and  jew¬ 
els,  with  which  the  prince  was  fo  wejl  fatisfied,  that  he 
doubled  the  Saracen’s  reward,  and  fent  him  home  into 
his  own  country  laden*  with  rich  prefents.  Doubtlefs 
there  is  much  wealth  buried  by  men  in  the  earth  ;  for  in 
former  times  they  were  of  opinion,  that  if  they  ftiould 
die  fuddenly  in  the  wars,  or  otherwife,  fuch  riches  as 
.they  had  hidden  in  the  earth  would  ferve  them  in  the 
other  world ;  and  this  is  the  practice  of  the  Indians  to 
this  day,  as  my  brother  informs  me,  who  has  been  among 
them. 

Strange  blindnefs  !  that  men  fhould  think  the  immor¬ 
tal  foul  needed  the  afiiftance  of  filver,  gold,  or  any  mate¬ 
rial  fubftance,  after  lhe  herfelf  is  diverted  of  the  body, 
and  become  a  naked  fpirit. 
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Let  tliou  and  I  have  a  nobler  idea  of  ourfelves  than  to 
fancy  we  fhall  be  in  want  of  the  glittering  drofs  in  that 
invifible  ftate  whither  we  are  all  haftening.  There  are  no 
money-changers  in  that  world  of  fpirits.  If  thou  haft  fu- 
perfluity,  hide  it  not  in  the  earth,  but  give  it  to  the  poor, 
and  thou  (halt  receive  it  again,  transformed  into  a  fub- 
ftance  more  refined  and  radiant  than  the  ftars. 

Paris,  16th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


IX. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  Empire . 

The  inteftine  quarrels  of  the  French  feem  to  be  like 
thofe  of  lovers,  whofe  choleric  intervals  ferve  but  to  give 
a  new  edge  to  the  returns  of  their  affedtion,  as  if  one  of 
thefe  pafiions  was  made  to  whet  the  other,  and  make  it 
more  fprightly  ;  or,  as  if  love  would  grow  dull  and  fecu¬ 
lent,  were  it  not  fometimes  roufed  and  fermented  by  an¬ 
ger. 

But  I  believe  there  is  a  greater  myftery  in  the  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  the  French  court  and  the  parliament  of 
Paris.  Some  ends  of  policy  have  haftened  both  parties 
to  clap  up  a  peace,  while  the  fecret  rancour  remains  un¬ 
purged. 

Perhaps  the  union  of  fo  many  princes  and  nobles  with 
the  parliament  might  incline  the  queen  to  milder  councils 
than  her  own  Spanifh  genius;  befides,  the  conjunction  of 
the  other  parliaments  of  the  kingdom,  the  revolt  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  Gafcoigne  and  Provence,  with  many  eminent  ci¬ 
ties,  were  very  prevailing  motives  ;  but  that  which  was 
of  greateft  force  was  the  want  of  money  and  men  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  war,  which  could  not  be  raifed  without  vaft  dif¬ 
ficulty  during  thefe  public  alienations. 
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Whatever  were  the  inducements,  a  peace  W3S  conclud¬ 
ed  about  the  latter  end  of  the  third  moon,  at  a  place  call¬ 
ed  Ruel,  not  far  from  Paris,  where  the  king  has  a  howfe 
of  pleafure,  feated  in  the  midft  of  a  little  paradife.  In 
one  of  my  letters  to  the  Kaimacham,  I  formerly  defcrib- 
ed  the  king’s  houfe  and  garden  at  St.  Germain  en  Lay. 
This  is  but  a  little  chiofe  or  bower  in  companion  of  that 
ftately  palace  ;  yet  what  is  wanting  in  the  grandeur  of 
the  fabric,  is  fupplied  in  its  elegant  contrivance,  and  the 
richnefs  of  its  ornaments  ;  and  as  for  the  garden,  it  comes 
not  far  fhort  of  the  other,  there  being  in  it  all  manner  of 
curious  waterworks,  groves,  folitudes,  fountains,  ftatues, 
and  whatfoever  the  ingenuity  of  thefe  weftern  artifts  could 
fuggeft  as  proper  to  render  this  place  agreeable  to  the 
melancholy  humour  of  the  late  queen-mother,  Mary  de 
Medicis,  to  whom  it  belonged  during  her  life. 

When  you  enter  this  delicious  Eden,  your  eyes  and 
ears  are  prefently  deceived  by  the  counterfeit  notes  and 
motions  of  all  kinds  of  birds,  which  perpetually  fing  as 
the  water  tunes  their  throats.  A  little  farther,  you  fee 
feveral  old  Gentile  ftatues  adorning  two  fountains ;  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  crocodile,  big  as  the  life,  who,  by  the 
harmony  he  makes,  feems  to  have  a  concert  of  mufic  in 
his  belly  as  regular  and  fweet  as  that  of  the  Italian  foci- 
ety  at  Conftantinople,  which  thou  haft  often  heard. 

As  we  depart  from  this,  full  of  complacency  and  ad¬ 
miration  at  the  exquifite  imitation  of  Nature  in  thefe  con¬ 
trivances,  we  fall  infenfibly  into  a  place  exactly  like  what 
the  poets  defcribe  when  they  fpeak  of  Elyfium.  It  is  a 
grove,  the  tops  of  whole  trees  are  fo  thick  interwoven, 
that  the  fun  appears  no  otherwife  through  them  than  as  if 
he  were  behind  a  cloud  or  in  an  eclipfe  ;  fo  that  the  dark- 
nefs  of  this  place,  and  folemn  murmur  the  winds  make  on 
high  among  the  tops  of  the  trees,  fills  it  with  a  kind  of 
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facred  horror,  which  has  often  made  me  think  this  wil- 
dernefs  fomething  like  that  which  hiftorians  defcribe  when 
they  fpeak  of  the  avenues  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Am¬ 
mon  in  Egypt ;  for  in  the  very  centre  of  this  grove  hands 
the  houfe,  a  place  one  would  think  fitter  for  a  convent 
than  a  prince’s  court  ;  at  bell  it  appears  but  like  a  royal 
hermitage,  a  cell  confecrated  to  kingly  melancholy. 

I  could  not  forbear  making  this  digreffion  when  I  men¬ 
tioned  Ruel  to  be  the  place  where  the  peace  was  conclud¬ 
ed  between  the  court  and  the  parliament.  This  encomium 
is  a  tribute  which  I  owed  for  the  fatisfaftion  and  pleafure 
I  have  often  received  in  this  retirement ;  befides,  I  thought 
an  idea  of  fuch  a  garden  would  not  be  unwelcome  to  thee, 
who  art  a  lover  of  folitude. 

The  coadjutor  of  Paris,  who  is  an  archbiihop,  is  high¬ 
ly  affronted  that  this  peace  was  concluded  without  him, 
who  had  a  chief  hand  in  beginning  the  war.  He  labours 
to  inflame  the  people  again,  and  reduce  all  to  the  old  con- 
fufion,  being  an  irreconcileable  enemy  of  Cardinal  Maza- 
rini ;  fo  that  we  expedf  another  infurreftion  in  a  fhort 
time,  for  the  French  cannot  be  long  idle. 

Happy  rniniftef,  I  leave  thee  under  the  wings  of  that 
Spirit  which  guards  the  eleft,  and  bid  thee  farewell. 

Paris,  15  th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


X. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Shall  I  tell  thee  I  mourn  for  the  death  of  our  friend 
Egri  Boynou,  whom  thou  fayefl:  a  fever  fnatched  from 
us  the  firft  day  of  the  moon  Regib  ?  That  fever,  it  feems, 
was. the  efEe&  of  his  continual  and  exceffive  grief  for  the 
lofs  of  his  eyes  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay,  he  has  been  dying 
ever  fince  the  hour  that  fatal  fentence  was  put  in  execu- 


Book  I. 


A  SP?  AT  PARIS. 


27 


tion  :  And  (hall  we  grudge  our  friend  a  releafe  from  fo 
lingering  a  death  ?  At  beft,  it  was  but  the  winter  of  life 
wrapped  up  in  clouds  and  darknefs  :  Now,  like  the  fer- 
pent,  he  has  cad;  his  (lough,  lifts  up  his  head  with  new 
vigour,  fports  himfelf  in  the  meadows  of  paradife,  and 
balks  in  the  warmth  of  an  eternal  fpring. 

It  will  not  therefore  be  a  mark  of  our  affeflion  to  him, 
but  only  a  difeovery  of  our  felf-love,  to  condole  the  oc- 
cafion  of  his  happinefs,  becaufe  it  has  leflened  ours,  by 
robbing  us  of  his  beloved  company  and  friendfhip  :  Be- 
fides,  we  know  not  but  that  he  may  (fill  continue  to  be 
our  friend  evea  in  that  invifi’ole  (late,  and  either  manage 
our  rnterefts  above,  or  at  lead  protedl  us  from  dangers  here 
below.  We  are  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of 
that  kingdom  of  fpirits,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the  fouls 
of  juft  men  after  death  may  become  the  tutelar  genii  or 
guardian  angels  o  their  furviving  friends  and  relations. 
Let  it  be  how  it  will,  doubtlel's  Egri  is  immortal  and 
happy,  and  it  will  be  envy  in  us  to  repine  at  it.  Rather 
let  us  congratulate  the  time  of  his  deceafe  as  the  day  of 
his  nativity,  and  leave  mourning  to  the  crowd  of  mortals 
who  do  a  thoufand  things  without  ever  thinking  what 
they  are  about.  They  tread  in  the  fteps  of  their  fathers, 
never  examining  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong  :  Cuf- 
tom  and  education  have  almoft  banilhed  reafon  from  the 
earth.  Is  it  not  a  pleafant  fpeftacle  to  fee  the  kindred 
of  an  old  rich  mifer  (for  whofe  death  they  had  long  wait¬ 
ed,  like  harpies  for  their  prey)  now  flock  about  his  life- 
lefs  carcafe,  howling  out  a  thoufand  forced  lamentations, 
whilft  in  the  mean  time  their  blood  dances  in  their  veins 
for  joy  ?  Yet,  however,  this  carries  a  (how  of  civilized 
manners,  and  is  better  than  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  the 
Scythians  and  Maflagetes,  who,  when  their  old  men  grew 
ufelefs  or  troublefome,  were  wont  to  facrifice  them,  and 
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make  2  banquet  with  their  iiefh  ;  or  the  Thebarenes,  who 
threw  their  a ged  meeds  alive  down  precioices.  Thefe 
were  favages ;  but  much  mere  fo  were  the  Hvreaniar.: 
and  Bactrim.;,  who  call  their  aged  parents,  yet  living,  to 
be  devoured  by  dogs ;  which  inhumanitv,  when  Stafancr, 
the  deputy  of  Alexander  the  Great,  endeavoured  to  flip- 
prefs,  they  had  like  to  have  depofed  him  from  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  fo  prevalent  is  the  force  of  a  received  cuftcm 
on  the  minds  of  the  unthinking  herd. 

Let  thou  and  I  therefore  not  fupinely  take  up  with 
common  practices,  but,  like  men  of  reafon,  let  us  adjuft 
the  laft  offices  we  owe  to  our  friend,  whilff  we  pour  forth 
fome  devout  onions  for  the  health  of  his  foul,  without 
difturbing  his  and  our  own  repofe  with  fruitlefs  lamenta¬ 
tions  ;  and  fince  we  are  bereaved  of  his  fociety  on  earth, 
let  us  prepare  to  follow  him,  and  render  ourfelves  agree¬ 
able  company  at  our  next  rendezvous  in  heaven. 

It  was  an  unjuftiSable  rigour  in  Sultan  Ibrahim  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  his  eyes,  becaufe  he  had  only  call  them  un¬ 
happily  on  one  of  the  fu'tanas  as  lhe  entered  the  garden. 
This  jealoufy  is  the  peculiar  vice  of  the  Eail ;  yet  they 
are  more  fevere  in  Perfia,  where  it  is  prefent  death  to  be 
within  two  leagues  of  the  king’s  women  when  they  tra¬ 
vel  the  road  :  But  I  never  knew  that  eunuchs  were  thus 
punilhed.  Or  is  there  iuch  a  difference  between  a  white 
and  a  black  eunuch,  that  the  one  deferves  to  lol’e  his  eves 
for  beholding  that  bv  chance,  which  the  other  is  honour- 
ably  rewarded  for  having  accefs  to,  and  feldom  being  out 
of  their  fight  ? 

This  was  the  word  punilhment  that  Seleucus,  the  law¬ 
giver  of  the  Locrians,  impofed  on  them  that  were  a  (du¬ 
ally  caught  in  adultery  ;  which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  not¬ 
able  inffar.ee  of  this  man’s  juffice  ;  for,  when  his  own  fon 
was  accufed,  and  proved  guilty  of  this  crime,  at  once  to 
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fhow  the  tendernefs  of  a  father,  and  the  incorruptible  fe- 
verity  of  a  judge,  he  firft  caufed  one  of  his  own  eyes  to 
be  put  out,  and  then  one  of  his  fon’s,  thus  taking  on 
himfelf  half  the  penalty,  that  fo  the  law  might  be  fatis- 
fied  in  the  whole,  and  yet  his  fon  not  be  totally  deprived 
of  his  fight. 

Thou  tellefb  me  no  news  of  our  armies,  nor  what  al¬ 
terations  have  been  made  amongft  the  minifters  of  the 
Porte  fince  the  death  of  Sultan  Ibrahim.  We  have  vari¬ 
ous  reports  here  ;  and  fome  fay,  that  the  new  Vifier  Azem 
will  be  no  long-lived  man.  I  defire  thee  to  write  often 
to  me,  and  fend  me  what  intelligence  thou  canft. 

Let  nothing  flip  the  knot  which  has  faftened  us  fo 
many  years  together  in  an  entire  friendihip,  but  let  us 
carry  that  magnet  with  us  to  our  graves,  that  at  what 
diftance  foever  we  may  be  buried,  our  fouls  may,  by  the 
force  ^f  that  attra&ive,  find  one  another  out,  and  con- 
verfe  together  in  that  region  of  filence  and  fhadows. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XI. — To  the  Captain  BassA. 

I  kn ow  not  where  this  letter  will  find  thee,  on  the  Ihore, 
or  at  fea.  If  thou  art  in  the  watery  wildernefs,  1  have 
no  art  to  trace  thee.  There  are  no  certain  roads  in  that 
inconftant  element.  It  is  a  mighty  plain,  without  path 
or  track  ;  and  though  there  be  certain  ftages  in  it,  yet 
thy  arrival  at  them  is  timed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  winds 
and  waves,  which  will  not  obey  even  the  orders  thou  haft 
received  from  the  Grand  Signior,  lord  of  the  four  feas. 
Perhaps  thou  art  in  purfuit  of  fome  Venetian  (hips,  or 
other  Chriftian  veffels,  the  corfairs  of  the  Mediterranean ; 
or  thou  mayeft  be  careening  .thy  fleet  in  the  fecurer  re- 
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treats  of  the  Archipelago  ;  thou  mayeft  be  within  a  mi¬ 
nute  of  a  wreck,  or  juft  entering  a  harbour.  Wherever 
thou  art,  may  Heaven  preferve  thee  from  the  dangers 
which  always  threaten  fuch  as  truft  their  lives  to  a  piece 
of  wood,  for  there  will  be  great  need  of  thee,  if  our  in¬ 
telligence  be  true  in  thefe  parts. 

It  is  reported  here,  that  the  Coffacs,  Circaffians,  Min- 
grelians,  and  other  people  who  border  on  the  Black  Sea, 
and  obey  not  the  law  brought  down  from  heaven,  are  en¬ 
tered  into  a  league  againft  the  bleffed  Porte,  and  have 
covered  thofe  feas  with  a  mighty  fleet,  while  the  Prince 
of  Georgia  ruffles  down  from  his  mountains  with  an  army 
of  forty  thoufand  Armenians,  Perfians,  and  borderers  of 
Mount  Caucafus ;  that  the  former  have  taken  a  thoufand 
of  our  trading  faicks,  and  are  advanced  as  far  as  the  Fer¬ 
ry  of  the  Bull,  which  thou  knoweft  is  but  fix  hours  fail 
from  the  imperial  city ;  that  the  latter  have  made  incur- 
fions  into  the  territories  of  the  Grand  Signior,  put  all  to 
the  fword  who  refilled  them  as  they  marched  along,  burn¬ 
ed  and  laid  wafle  the  country ;  and  that  all  the  Greeks 
and  Armenians  flock  to  them,  threatening  an  univerfal 
defection  from  the  Ottoman  empire. 

As  to  the  truth  of  thefe  reports  I  can  afcertain  no¬ 
thing,  but  am  inclined  to  believe  the  Coffacs  are  trou- 
blefome  at  fea,  and  that  they  may  have  drawn  fome  of 
their  neighbours  into  a  league,  thofe  pilfering  nations 
who  live  by  rapine  and  fpoil  on  both  elements.  Our 
fmall  veffels  trading  on  the  Black  Sea,  full  of  riches,  and 
empty  of  arms,  muff  needs  be  a  temptation  to  thofe  pi¬ 
rates,  who  are  the  moil  dexterous  at  a  robbery,  and  the 
boldtft  fellows  in  the  world.  The  merchants  of  thefe 
parts,  who  have  had  fome  traffic  at  Caffa  and  other  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  give  a  frightful  defcrip- 
tion  of  thofe  tempeftuous  waters,  and  no  good  character 
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of  the  people  that  border  on  them.  The  Coffacs,  they 
fay,  are  valiant  and  mercenary,  the  Circaflians  hardy  and 
bold,  the  Mingrelians  fly  and  crafty,  and  the  Georgians 
of  an  aftral  complexion,  capable  of  all  virtues  and  vices. 
The  firft  feldom  act  unlefs  encouraged  by  the  King  of 
Poland  or  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  and  then  they  are  con¬ 
tent  with  their  pay  and  the  lawful  plunder  of  war.  The 
fecond  are  never  idle  when  there  is  hope  of  prey,  whether 
they  fight  their  own  caufe,  or  are  employed  by  others ; 
and  fear  neither  hunger,  cold,  nor  any  other  extremity, 
for  the  fake  of  a  prize.  The  third  are  good  at  a  ftrata- 
gem,  and  would  fteal  a  man’s  teeth  out  of  his  gums,  if 
he  be  not  wary ;  great  cowards,  yet  defperate  in  their 
own  defence,  when  they  fee  no  medium  between  fighting 
and  death.  As  for  the  fourth,  they  feem  to  be  a  kind 
of  mongrels,  a  medley  race,  whofe  chara&er  is  compound-- 
ed  of  the  other  three. 

They  are  ftout  and  witty,  dexterous  at  a  cheat,  and- 
no  bunglers  at  an  ingenious  theft  ;  great  liars,  full  of 
compliments  and  external  civilities,  but  perfidious  and 
implacable  in  their  revenges. 

Yet,  after  all,  I  cannot  believe  the  prince  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  who  is  a  tributary  to  the  King  of  Perfia,  would  ven¬ 
ture  his  government  at  two  fuch  defperate  {takes,  by 
breaking  the  peace  concluded  by  his  fovereign  with  the 
Grand  Signior,  and  fo  drawing  upon  himfelf  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  them  both  ;  therefore,  he  is  either  fecretlya- 
betted  by  that  monarch,  or  elfe  the  news  is  falfe. 

Wouldft  thou  know  how  this  country  came  to  be  fub- 
jeCt  to  the  crown  of  Perfia  ?  It  was  conquered  by  Irti- 
rnael  Sophi,  to  whom  the  Perfian  hiftorians  in  flattery 
give  the  epithet  of  Great.  He  was  the  firft  of  that  name 
and  of  the  Perfian  kings,  that  refufed  to  obey  the  ortho¬ 
dox  fucceflors  of  the  Sent  of  God.  This  prince  was  va- 
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iiant  in  the  field,  and  no  coward  at  wine,  if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  one  of  his  courtiers,  who  wrote  memoirs  of  his  life. 
He  records  fixteen  battles,  wherein  he  always  got  the 
viftory,  and  twice  that  number  of  royal  debauches,  when 
he  ffiowed  the  ftrength  of  his  brain  in  the  company  of 
foreign  ambalfadors,  with  whom  he  would  always  carotife 
before  they  departed  his  court,  that  he  might  found  the 
depth  of  their  inftrudtions  ;  for  none  were  able  to  cope 
with  him  at  the  juice  of  the  grape  ;  and  he  always  e- 
fteemed  that  liquor  a  friend  to  truth. 

If  he  fufpe&ed'his  miniflers  of  {fate,  or  any  of  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  provinces,  he  ufed  to  invite  them  to  a  ban¬ 
quet,  where,  in  the  midfl  of  his  drinking,  he  unravelled 
their  fecret  inclinations  and  councils,  being  the  moil  dex¬ 
terous  at  picking  the  locks  of  a  man’s  heart  of  any  one 
living.  They  never  went  alive  from  his  prefence,  if  by 
one  falfe  ftep  in  their  carriage,  though  it  were  but  a  word 
too  paffionate,  or  a  look  lefs  compofed  to  refignation,  he 
could  difcover  or  frame  to  himfelf  the  grounds  of  a  juft 
jealoufy,  it  being  ever  his  maxim,  “  That  credulity  was 
the  only  vice  could  ruin  a  happy  prince.”  He  had  ano¬ 
ther  faying  alfo,  “  That  Perfia  was  fertile  of  men,  but 
barren  of  faithful  officers.” 

I  cannot  admire  thefe  cruel  ftrains  of  policy  ;  yet  kings 
have  reafons  for  their  actions  and  words  which  we  cannot 
comprehend.  The  philofopbers  fay,  That  wine  was 
given  us  by  the  gods  to  mitigate  our  cares,  and  for  a 
time  to  make  us  equal  to  their  divinities  in  the  free  en¬ 
joyment  of  ourfelves  ;”  and  though  as  a  muffulman  I  am 
not  bound  to  fubfcribe  to  the  principles  of  Pagans,  yet 
as  a  man,  partaker  of  flefh  and  blood,  I  think  lie  doubly 
mifufes  that  liquor  who  perverts  it  to  the  ends  of  cruelty. 

But  this  monarch  had  other  thoughts,  when,  by  the 
affiftance  of  the  Georgian  forces,  having  fubdued  the 
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regions  bordering  on  the  Cafpian  Sea,  at  that  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ottomans,  he  invited  the  King  of  Georgia 
to  his  tent,  under  pretence  of  a  feftival  joy  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  fuccefs.  The  unwary  prince,  trufting  to  his  own 
merit  and  the  faith  of  his  neighbour,  ventures  himfelf 
with  a  fmall  guard  to  the  camp  of  Iihmael.  The  Perfian 
entertained  him  with  all  the  outward  demonflrations  of 
affedlion  and  gratitude  for  his  repeated  aids  ;  but  in  the 
end  of  the  feaft,  taking  exceptions  at  ieme  words  the 
King  of  Georgia  fpoke  in  praife  of  his  «wn  foldiers,  he 
commanded  his  eunuchs  to  feize  on  him,  and  carry  him 
to  the  tent  of  the  Unfortunate  (fo  they  called  the  pavi¬ 
lion  or  cage  of  the  grandees  fallen  into  difgrace)';  then 
he  gave  fvvift  orders  for  the  Georgian  foldiers  to  be  ma¬ 
nacled  ;  and  having  thus  done,  he  bellowed  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Georgia  on  one  Luarzab,  on  condition  that  he 
and  his  fucceflors  would  embrace  the  faith  of  Hali,  and 
pay  tribute  to  the  crown  of  Perfia. 

From  this  Luarzab  has  the  government  of  Georgia  de- 
feended,  not  in  a  line  of  blood,  but  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
Perfian  kings,  to  him  who  now  holds  it,  Shanavas-Chan, 
who,  I  believe,  has  more  wit  than  to  hazard  his  polfef- 
iions  for  the  fake  of  a  chimera. 

In  thus  roving  from  my  firft  point  thou  canft  not  blame 
me,  fince  thou  thyfelf  adteft  by  the  rules  of  navigation, 
which  vary  according  to  the  bias  of  the  needle.  Thou 
folio  weft  one  magnet,  and  I  another,  yet  let  us  both  meet 
in  the  centre  of  duty  we  owe  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 
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XII. — To  Cax.a  Haly,  Phyjician  to  the  Grand  Siguier. 

T hou  wilt  fay,  it  is  an  unmannerly  way  of  congratu¬ 
lating  thy  mew  advance  to  begin  my  addrefs  with  com¬ 
plaints  ;  yet  friendfhip  overlooks  punctilios.  It  is  not  the 
firft  time  I  have  trefpalfed  on  thy  generous  temper.  I 
am  indifpofed,  and  cannot  aft  the  courtier,  though  I  am 
ravilhed  to  hear  the  news.  It  is  fome  fupport  to  my  lan- 
guilhing  fpirits,  that  whilil  I  am  crumbling  and  dwin¬ 
dling  away  into  the  little  principles  of  which  I  was  made, 
thou,  my  friend,  art  growing  in  the  bulk  of  mortal  great- 
nefs  in  the  favour  of  our  glorious  fultan. 

However,  I  cannot  but  fufpeft  the  pretended  kindnefs 
of  him  who  railed  thee,  I  mean  the  new  vifier  ;  neither 
haft  theu  much  reafon  to  take  this  bidden  reconciliation 
for  any  other  than  a  mafk  of  his  old  malice.  He  cannot 
forget  the  quarrel  between  thy  father  and  him  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Dara  Mefeck,  the  lieutenant-general  of  the  ja¬ 
nizaries,  when  the  brave  old  cheik  put  a  ftop  to  the  de¬ 
fined  revenge  of  this  inhuman  upftart. 

Allure  thyfelf,  that  he  who  has  made  his  fteps  to  the 
grandeur  be  now  poffelfes  over  the  neck  of  his  matter, 
will  not  fpare  any  from  whofe  wit  or  power  he  may  fear 
a  fhoek  ;  and  he  knows  both  thy  experience  and  intereft 
too  great  not  to  miftruft  the  fon  of  his  enemy. 

Befides,  the  eminent  command  thy  brother  has  over 
the  Spahis  muft  needs  be  an  additional  caution  to  the 
man  whofe  name  founds  nowhere  fo  fweetly  as  in  the 
chamber  of  the  janizaries. 

Thou  art  fenfible  that  the  newly-revived  animoftty  be¬ 
tween  thefe  military  orders  threatens  a  calamity  to  the 
Ottoman  empire,  which  cannot  be  diverted  without  a  fa- 
crifice  on  one  fide  or  other  ;  and  fince  the  Spahis  have 
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engaged  fo  many  potent  bafias  in  their  quarrels,  who  can 
expett  to  fall  but  the  mighty  favourite  of  the  infantry  i 

He  knows  this  very  well,  and  to  prevent  his  own  ruin,  he 
relolves  on  thine  and  thy  brother’s ;  thine  under  the  made 
of  friendlhip,  till  by  his  wheedle  he  has  drawn  thy  bro¬ 
ther  to  Conftantinople,  where  he  will  not  fail  to  be  ftran- 
gled,  that  fo  a  creature  of  the  vifier  may  be  promoted  in 
his  room  ;  and  what  will  become  of  thee  after  this,  I 
leave  to  thy  own  judgment. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  defpife  the  advice  of  a  fick  man, 
and  impute  my  fears  to  an  excefs  of  melancholy,  from 
■which  diftemper,  thou  knoweft,  I  am  feldom  free  ;  but 
I  tell  thee,  my  reafon  labours  under  no  hypochondriac 
diforders,  though  my  body  may.  I  am  no  enthufialt 
when  I  counfel  my  friend  to  avoid  an  apparent  danger : 
However,  if  thou  thinkeil  it  needlefs  for  me  to  bufy  my- 
felf  in  fuch  cafes,  I  have  done  ;  but  I  lhall  never  ceafe 
to  pray  for  thy  profperity,  as  often  as  I  comply  with  the 
law  in  killing  the  floor  five  times  a-day,  and  repeating 
the  appointed  orifons  of  faith.. 

Methinks,  when  I  write  to  thee  now,  my  pen  is  at  a 
lofs  ;  I  am  puzzled  for  a  ftyle  fuitable  to  thy  new  ho¬ 
nour  and  our  old  friendlhip. 

But  if  I  take  too  much  liberty,  aferibe  it  to  the  fin- 
cerity  of  my  affedtion,  which  knows  not  how  to  be  re- 
ferved  or  llrange  to  a  perfon  whom  once  I  could  call  my 
other  felf,  for  no  wider  is  the  diftance  between  friends. 

Paris,  jth  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XIII. — To  Chiurgi  Muhamet,  Baffa. 

I  know  not  whether  what  I  am  going  to  relate  will  be 
news  to  thee,  or  to  any  of  the  minifters  refiding  at  the 
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Sublime  Porte.  However,  it  is  fo  to  me,  and  I  am  com¬ 
manded  to  conceal  nothing  of  moment  that  comes  to  my 
ears. 

Mahomet,  eldeft  fon  to  Achmet  the  Dey  of  Tunis,  is 
now  at  Rome,  having  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion. 
People  relate  varioufly  the  motives  that  induced  him  to 
this  change.  Some  fay  it  was  intereft,  he  having  held  a 
private  correfpondence  with  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily,  who 
promifed  him,  in  the  King  of  Spain’s  name,  to  make  him 
lord  of  fevcral  large  territories  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Others  fay,  it  was  difeontent  at  his  father’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  auftere  carriage  towards  him,  the  old  man 
having  forced  him  to  marry  the  Bafla  of  Tripoli’s  daugh¬ 
ter  againft  his  inclination. 

But  the  greateft  part  aferibe  this  change  in  religion  to 
the  force  of  his  confcience,  which,  they  fay,  was  convin¬ 
ced  by  a  miracle  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  for, 
as  they  relate,  being  once  at  fea  in  a  veffel,  wherein  wfere 
many  Chriftians,  and  a  dreadful  tempeft  ariftng,  the  ma¬ 
riners,  who  wrere  all  muflulmans,  feeing  the  havoc  that 
the  winds  and  waves  had  made  of  the  fhip  tackle,  gave 
over  all  for  loft,  and  fainting  under  fo  much  labour, 
watching  and  terror  as  they  had  undergone,  lay  down, 
and  let  the  (hip  drive  wherever  the  ftorm  would  carry 
her.  But  there  being  a  Chriftian  prieft  aboard,  efteemed 
a  very  holy  and  blamelefs  man,  he  excited  the  Chriftians 
to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God  by  feme  extraordinary  adls 
of  devotion.  Then  they  all  made  a  folemn  procefiion  on 
the  decks  of  the  (hip,  the  prieft  carrying  before  them 
that  which  they" call  the  Sacrament,  imploring  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  often  calling  on  jefus  and  Mary  ;  w'hen,  be¬ 
hold,  as  the  prieft  ftood  aloft  on  the  poop,  reading  aloud 
part  of  the  Gofpel,  the  ftorm  fuddenly  ceafed,  the  clouds 
were  difperfed,  the  air  grew  ferene  and  calm,  and  the  vcf- 
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fel  got  fafe  into  harbour.  Upon  this,  they  fay,  Maho¬ 
met,  when  he  came  alhore,  took  that  prieft  along  with 
him,  defiring  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  Chriftian  belief,  mak¬ 
ing  a  vow  alfo,  that  he  would  renounce  the  law  of  the 
muffulmans,  and  embrace  that  of  Jefus. 

This  is  what  fuch  as  are  zealous  for  the  honour  of  the 
Chriftian  faith  relate  concerning  this  prince’s  converfion. 
However  it  be,  it  is  certain,  that  he  privately  made  his 
efcape  from  Tunis  by  fea,  and  bent  his  courfe  direftly 
for  Sicily,  where  in  a  few  days  he  landed,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  viceroy  according  to  the  dignity  of  a  prince. 
A  while  after,  he  was  baptized  by  an  archbifhop,  who 
gave  him  the  name  of  Don  Philippo,  by  which  he  is  call¬ 
ed  in  all  places. 

They  fay  he  was  a  little  fcandalized  at  firft,  when  he 
faw  with  what  freedom  the  Sicilian  women  appeared  a- 
broad  in  the  ftreets  and  converfed  with  men,  but  that  af¬ 
terwards  he  took  a  great  delight  in  their  company,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  could  fing  well,  or  play  on  any  inftru- 
ment  of  mulic,  to  vririch  he  is  much  addi&ed ;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  choofes  to  frequent  thofe  temples  where  their  fer- 
vice  is  performed  with  variety  of  excellent  mufic,  as  it  is 
in  all  great  cities ;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the  charac¬ 
ter  which  the  Chriftian  prieft  gave  him  of  this  harmoni¬ 
ous  manner  of  worlhipping  God,  might  have  no  fmall 
influence  on  a  man  naturally  affe&ed  with  that  fcience. 
Certainly  mufic  has  a  mighty  force  on  our  affections ;  and 
it  is  a  proverb  here  in  the  Weft,  “  That  he  who  does 
not  love  mufic,  has  no  foul.”  One  of  the  ancient  philo- 
fophers  defined  the  foul  itfelf  to  be  an  harmony  ;  and  an¬ 
other  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  various  effects  of  this  fcience 
in  raifing  different  paffions  in  men,  that  he  left  it  as  an 
aphorifm,  “  Such  as  the  mufic  is,  fuch  are  the  people  of 
a  commonwealth  $”  whence  it  was  the  great  care  of  fuch 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  IV. 


38 

as  took  upon  them  to  form  the  manners  of  youth,  that 
no  tunes  fhould  be  played  in  their  hearing  which  natu¬ 
rally  provoked  to  levity  and  wantonnefs,  but  grave  and 
martial  flrains,  fuch  as  prompted  heroic  thoughts,  and 
difpofed  them  to  virtue.  The  Italians  are  great  mailers 
of  this  fcience,  and  the  airs  which  they  compofe  for  their 
church  fervice  are  very  deep  and  ravilhing,  which  caufes 
their  new  profelyte  Don  P'nilippo  to  pafs  his  time  very 
attentively  during  the  celebration  of  their  high  mafs  and 
their  even  fong.  They  report  that  he  will  turn  Jefuit. 

He  went  from  Sicily  loaded  with  gifts  and  prefenta, 
and  came  to  Rome,  the  feat  of  the  Chriftians  chief  muf¬ 
ti,  whom  they  call  the  Pope.  He  is  much  honoured  and 
careffed  by  the  holy  father  and  all  the  cardinals,  who  have 
told  him  fo  many  fair  things  of  the  Nazarene  faith,  and 
fhowed  him  fo  many  facred  relics  of  antiquity,  that  he 
thinks  himfelf  already  within  the  verge  of  heaven,  and 
that  Rome  is  no  other  than  the  fuburbs  of  paradife.  There 
is  fomething  very  charming  and  fweet  in  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  Chriftian  prelates,  if  they  be  men  of  learn¬ 
ing,  as  moll  generally  they  are  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  fuch  polite  company  fhould  prevail  much  on  the 
flexible  temper  of  a  young  prince,  who  is  as  a  pilgrim  in 
a  ftrange  country,  where  he  can  hear  nothing  but  perpe¬ 
tual  eulogies  of  the  Chrillian  religion,  nor  fee  any  thing 
but  objefts,  which  ferve  only  to  confirm  in  his  mind  a 
venerable  idea  of  that  faith  he  has  embraced.  Befides, 
they  fay,  he  is  fallen  deeply  in  love  with  a  young  Roman 
lady  j  fo  that  there  is  no  hope  of  refeuing  him  from  the 
power  of  fo  many  enchantments. 

Therefore,  giving  him  over  as  loft,  let  us  pray  the 
Omnipotent  to  eftablifh  us  in  his  truth,  that  neither  in- 
tereft,  paflion,  nor  an  erroneous  confcience,  may  ever  be 
able  to  make  us  fwerve  from  the  law  written  in  Heaven, 
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but  that  we  may  adhere  to  God  and  his  Prophet  with  a 
thoufand  fouls. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1549. 


XIV. — To  Sala,  Tircheni  Emin,  Supenntendant  of 
the  Royal  Arfenal  at  Conjlant'mople. 

W e  are  all  alarmed  here  with  the  news  of  I  know 
not  what  boifterous  adventures  of  the  Coffacs  and  their 
neighbours  .that  poffefs  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchis. 
Had  I  not  a  firm  faith  in  the  Alcoran,  it  would  fill  me 
with  panic  fears  ;  but  no  attempts  can  prevail  againft  the 
men  fighting  under  the  fnadow  of  the  prophet.  He  de¬ 
fended  with  a  confummate  authority  from  the  monarch 
who  commands  all  things.  The  mandate  of  Heaven 
will  difperfe  the  infidels.  The  feven  vifiers  above  were 
witnelfes  to  the  words,  whofe  echoes  caufed  thunder, 
when  the  Prophet  retired  from  the  fteps  of  the  throne. 
Had  not  Mofes  given  him  warning  (who  remembered 
the  noife  in  the  mount),  the  apoftle  had  loft  his  addreis, 
and  been  confounded  before  the  angels  ;  but,  encouraged 
with  the  whifper  of  the  man  with  horns,  he  made  no  de¬ 
fault  in  his  conge,  and,  with  little  lofs  of  time,  arrived 
to  the  ninth  fphere,  where  he  proclaimed  the  Nefiarum, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  orb  reforted  to  the  banner 
which  he  had  in  his  hands..  The  prophet  told  them  it 
was  only  for  a  trial  of  their  fidelity.  They  made  obei- 
fance,  and  retired. 

From  that  place  he  made  no  fcruple,  but  that  the 
eledft  in  heaven  and  earth  would  obey  the  divine  patent. 
He  finilhed  his  defcent  triumphantly,  and  pitched  his 
feet  on  Mount  Uriel.  Thofe  that  believe  Hali,  fay,  it 
was  on  the  top  of  the  Ragged  Rock  :  But  let  here- 
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tics  alone  in  their  infidelity.  Be  it  where  it  pleated  God, 
he  fpoke  the  words  that  /hall  never  be  reverfed,  when  he 
difplayed  the  heavenly  filk,  and  faid,  “  Whoever  takes 
up  arms  againft  this  banner,  lhall  be  reputed  an  infidel ; 
he  lhall  be  exterminated  from  the  earth.” 

I  often  think  on  thefe  paffages  in  the  holy  memoirs, 
the  collections  of  the  life  full  of  wonders.  Then  I  com¬ 
fort  myfelf  with  this  thought,  that  if  all  the  uncircum- 
cifed  in  the  world  fhould  enter  into  a  combination,  they 
would  not  fucceed  againft  the  men  fighting  under  the 
eommiffion  with  the  feal. 

I  have  fent  a  letter  to  the  Baffa  of  the  Sea,  acquaint¬ 
ing  him  with  the  news  of  this  expedition  of  the  Coffacs, 
fince  which  I  am  informed,  that  thefe  people  are  headed 
by  a  famous  pirate  in  tbofe  parts,  a  man  of  a  daring 
fpirit,  and  capable  of  the  boldeft  undertakings.  The 
French  merchants  who  have  traded  in  the  Black  Sea, 
give  him  a  high  charafter,  and  portend  great  injuries  to 
the  Ottoman  empire  from  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  ;  for, 
they  fay,  he  is  a  good  captain  both  by  fea  and  land.  I 
have  heard  feveral  different  {lories  of  his  birth  and  edu¬ 
cation  ;  but  this  X  am  going  to  relate  comes  from  the  beft 
hands,  and  feems  moll  probable. 

His  name  is  Pachicour,  a  Circaffian  by  birth,  but  bred 
up  in  a  fea  town  of  the  Ukrain,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Niefter.  He  left  his  native  country  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  out  of  a  defire  to  fee  foreign  parts,  embarking 
himfelf,  unknown  to  his  parents,  in  a  veffel  of  Podolia, 
which  then  was  ready  to  fet  fail  from  Bala  Clug.  He 
carried  with  him  a  finall  fum  of  money,  which  he  had 
purloined  from  his  father,  and  ferved  as  a  fund  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  fortune  ;  for,  arriving  at  a  certain  town  in  Podolia, 
he  frequented  the  quays,  and  offered  his  fervice  to  feve¬ 
ral  merchants,  one  of  which  obferving  in  his  face  the 
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marks  of  a  promifing  genius,  entertained  him  in  his 
houfe.  He  lived  with  him  feven  years,  and  performed 
his  office  fo  well,  that  he  made  him  his  fa&or  to  Con- 
flantinople. 

Pachicour  difcharged  his  truft  there  with  much  profit 
to  his  mafter,  and  honour  to  himfelf ;  fo  that,  at  his  re¬ 
turn,  feveral  merchants  entrufted  him  with  their  goods, 
and  fent  him  to  trade  at  Caffa,  and  other  towns  on  the 
Black  Sea.  His  judgment  and  reputation  increafing 
with  his  years,  he  became  in  time  famous  in  all  the  trad¬ 
ing  towns  ;  and  fuch  was  his  credit  in  the  Ukrain,  that 
all  the  merchants  put  their  veflels  and  goods  into  his 
hands,  fo  that  he  failed  many  times  with  a  fleet  of  twenty 
Ihips,  having  the  difpofal  of  all  the  goods  committed  to 
his  management.  He  grew  fo  rich  in  time  by  his  deal¬ 
ings,  that  he  was  able  to  drive  a  confiderable  trade  for 
himfelf,  and  then  it  was  he  began  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  defign  which  he  has  fince  executed.  His  genius  was 
too  a&ive  always  to  be  confined  to  this  flow  way  of 
growing  great ;  therefore  he  was  refolved,  at  one  blow, 
to  raife  his  fortune  to  the  pitch  he  aimed  at.  Pie  was 
the  only  broker,  banquier  and  merchant  wherever  he 
came. 

It  was  no  difficult  thing  for  a  man  of  fo  vaft  a  credit 
to  raife  an  extraordinary  flock  ;  and  Pachicour  could  ea- 
fily  filence  the  alarms  of  confcience.  There  happened  al¬ 
io  a  juncture  very  proper  for  his  defign  ;  for  while  he 
was  at  Ifgaou,  a  port  of  Circaffia,  day  and  night  pro¬ 
jecting  how  to  exalt  himfelf,  a  war  broke  out  between 
his  countrymen  and  the  Mingrelians.  The  latter  ap¬ 
peared  with  a  navy  at  fea,  w’hich  alarmed  all  the  mari¬ 
time  parts  of  Circaffia.  Pachicour,  whofe  invention  was 
always  bufy,  took  a  hint  from  this  to  accomplilh  his 
plot.  Expedition  was  his  chiefeft  game  :  Therefore,  he 
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fpeedily  made  the  utmoft  ufe  of  his  credit  among  the  Po- 
dolian  merchants,  and  other  foreigners  refiding  at  Ifgaou; 
and  when  he  had  amaffed  together  prodigious  fums  of 
gold,  for  which  he  only  gave  them  bills  of  exchange,  he 
privately  fends  away  this  huge  treafure,  with  all  his  jewels, 
tiflues,  and  other  rich  merchandife,  to  his  father’s  houfe, 
who  lived  not  many  leagues  from  this  town. 

Within  two  days  after  this,  the  Mingrelian  fleet  made 
a  defcent  at  Ifgaou,  facked  it,  carried  away  two  thou- 
fand  captives,  and  went  to  their  veffels  again. 

Pachicour,  who  knew  how  to  make  an  advantage  of 
this  opportunity,  privately  fled  after  his  wealth,  as  foon 
as  the  Mingrelian  fleet  appeared  before  the  place  ;  and  it 
happened,  that  moll  of  his  creditors  were  made  flaves, 
and  tranfported  to  Mingrelia.  He  had  no  need  to  take 
any  farther  care,  but  how  to  fecure  his  riches  from  his 
pilfering  neighbours  ;  for  the  Circaffians  are  all  profeffed 
thieves.  He,  therefore,  makes  hafte  to  his  father, 
and,  having  gratified  him  for  his  trouble,  he,  in  a  fhort 
time,  purchafed  four  men  of  war,  with  which  he  fets  up 
for  a  pirate,  infefting  thofe  feas,  and  robbing  all  the  mer¬ 
chants,  except  thofe  who  had  formerly  entrufted  him. 
His  bounty  and  valour  charmed  all  that  ferved  him,  and 
his  fame  fpreading  with  his  wonderful  fuccefs,  many  Cir- 
caflians  put  out  to  fea,  and  joined  with  him  ;  fo  that,  in 
a  little  time,  he  made  no  fmall  figure  in  the  kingdom  of 
Neptune.  Seeing  himfelf  commander  of  a  powerful  na¬ 
vy,  he  found  out  quickly  the  Mingrelian  fleet,  and,  en¬ 
gaging  with  them,  got  a  glorious  victory. 

Soon  after  a  peace  was  concluded,  and  Pachicour  was 
declared  admiral  of  all  the  Circaffian  fea-forces  ;  to  whom 
the  Mingrelians  were  obliged  by  treaty  to  join  theirs, 
and  to  obey  Pac’nicour’s  orders.  In  a  little  time,  this 
fortunate  general  became  fo  famous,  that  the  Coffacs 
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fent  to  him  an  agent,  and  entered  into  a  league,  furni/h- 
ed  out  three  hundred  veffels,  and  joined  the  Circadian 
and  Mingrelian  fleets. 

This  is  the  bottom  of  the  new  expedition  which  makes 
fo  loud  a  noife  in  thefe  parts. 

Thou,  who  art  matter  of  the  arfenal,  wilt  know  what 
meafures  are  fitteft  to  be  taken  againft  this  bold  infidel, 
if  he  perfifts  to  break  the  peace  of  the  moft  ferene  em¬ 
pire  ;  yet,  though  he  is  an  enemy,  let  us  not  envy  him 
the  praifes  that  are  due  to  his  wit  and  courage.  He 
feems  to  furpafs  the  fneaking  thieves  of  his  own  nation, 
and  undertakes  nothing  but  fovereign  cheats  and  noble 
thefts,  fuch  as  would  pafs  for  virtuous  adlions  in  a  man 
of  a  higher  birth. 

I  do  not  plead  for  robbery,  nor  take  the  part  of  an  in¬ 
fidel  ;  but  if  I  had  time  to  tell  thee  fome  heroic  paffages 
of  this  pirate,  thou  wouldeft  fay  he  is  worthy  of  a  gener¬ 
ous  and  favourable  ufage,  fhould  he  become  a  captive. 
In  another  letter  I  will  oblige  thee  with  a  relation, 
which  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  a  man  who  gives  not 
featence  with  the  vulgar.  I  had  more  to  fay  on  another 
fubjeft,  but  I  am  interrupted.  Pardon  the  effedt  of  my 
duty  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1 649. 


XV. — To  Melec  Amet,  Bajfa. 

T  here  is  news  arrived  here  lately  of  the  murder  of  the 
Englifh  ambaffador  at  the  Hague  ;  his  name  was  Doriflaus. 
He  was  fent  by  the  new  governors  in  England  to  make 
an  alliance  with  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and  to  fatisfy  them 
in  reference  to  their  late  proceedings  againft  their  fove¬ 
reign.  It  is  faid,  his  ncgociation  would  have  had  but 
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little  fuceefs,  in  regard  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  is 
prefident  or  chief  over  the  ftates,  and  who  married  the 
daughter  of  the  Englifh  King,  takes  to  heart  the  untime¬ 
ly,  death  of  his  father-in-law,  and  cannot  be  reconciled  to 
his  murderers :  Yet  it  is  to  be  thought,  that  princes  are  no 
farther  touched  with  one  another’s  misfortunes,  than  con¬ 
cerns  their  intereft. 

However,  on  the  3d  day  of  the  5th  moon,  fome  Scots 
entered  into  the  lodgings  of  the  ambaffador,  and  having 
difpatched  him  with  feveral  wounds,  made  their  efcape. 
It  is  not  certainly  known  who  fet  thefe  affaffins  at  work. 
People  defcant  varioully,  as  their  affedlions  biafs  them. 
Some  refledl  on  it  as  a  judgment  juftly  infiidled  by  God, 
though  by  an  unjuft  adl  of  men,  on  one  who  had  been  a 
notorious  promoter  of  his  fovereign’s  death  :  Others  cen- 
fure  it  as  a  moft  impious  facrilege,  in  regard  the  perfons 
of  ambaffadors  are,  by  the  law  of  nations,  efteemed  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable,  and  the  injuries  which  they  fuffer 
are  interpreted  not  only  as  done  to  their  mailers  who 
fend  them,  but  to  all  mankind,  as  if  human  nature  itfelf 
were  wronged  in  the  perfons  of  public  minifters. 

Indeed,  there  is  no  method  of  eftabliihing  or  conferr¬ 
ing  friend fhips  and  alliances  between  different  nations,  if 
their  agents  be  not  fecured  with  an  immunity  from  af¬ 
fronts  and  violences. 

The  French  relate  a  pretty  paffage  of  one  of  their 
kings,  who,  before  he  came  to  the  crown,  being  Duke 
of  Orleans,  had  received  very  ill  ufage  in  his  travels  from 
a  certain  Italian  lord  called  the  Baron  of  Benevento. 
After  this  prince  was  poffeffed  of  the  kingdom,  the  fame 
Italian  lord  was  fent  ambaffador  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Naples,  to  congratulate  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors.  Some  French  courtiers,  who  had  been  wit- 
neffes  of  the  injuries  this  lord  had  formerly  done  to  their 
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mafter,  now  pevfuaded  the  king  to  revenge  himfelf,  by 
caufing  fome  grofs  indignities  to  be  done  him,  whilft  he 
had  him  in  his  power  ;  to  whom  the  wife  monarch  repli¬ 
ed,  “  It  becomes  not  the  King  of  France  to  revenge  on 
the  Ambaffador  of  Naples  the  injuries  which  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  received  from  the  Baron  of  Benevento.” 

It  is  faid,  the  Engliih  nation  have  demanded  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  Hollanders  for  the  murder  of  their  ambaffa¬ 
dor  ;  but  were  anfwered,  “  That  they  themfelves  ought 
firft  to  expiate  the  murder  of  their  king.” 

The  Scots  have  revolted  from  the  new  government  in 
England,  and  are  yet  in  fufpence,  whether  they  (hall  fet 
up  the  fon  of  the  late  king,  or  form  themfelves  into  an 
independent  republic  :  The  Irifh  are  ftedfaft  to  the  inter- 
efts  of  the  crown  ;  and  many  iflands  in  America,  fubjeft 
to  the  kings  of  England,  have  now  denied  all  obedience 
to  t\ie  new  Englifh  government,  which  feems  to  tend  to¬ 
wards  a  democracy. 

There  is  much  talk  of  one  Cromwell,  the  general  of 
the  Englifh  forces  in  Ireland.  This  man,  from  a  private 
and  obfcure  eftate,  is  afcended  to  the  dignity  of  a  gene¬ 
ral,  having  purchafed  this  command  by  his  conduct  and 
valour.  The  French  extol  him  for  the  greateft  foldier  of 
this  age,  and,  if  Fame  be  true,  he  is  no  lefs  ftatefman. 

As  a  mark  of  the  refpeft  I  owe  thee,  thou  wilt  re¬ 
ceive  with  this  letter,  a  piftol  of  curious  workmanfhip, 
which,  being  once  charged,  will  deliver  fix  bullets  one 
after  another.  If  thou  accepted;  this  fmall  prefent,  it 
will  be  an  argument  of  thy  friendfhip. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649, 
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XVI. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

X  have  often  wondered  at  the  lethargy  wherein  the  Na- 
zarenes  feem  to  be  drowned.  They  forget  what  they 
read  in  their  own  bibles  ;  they  there  encounter  with  ex- 
prefiions  which  favour  of  the  Eaft.  Every  page  of  the 
written  law  relilhes  of  the  dialed!  which  is  pure  and  live¬ 
ly,  though  the  tranflators  have  cropped  the  flower  of 
the  fenfe.  I  have  read  their  bible  in  Greek,  Latin,  and 
French,  but  none  of  thefe  languages  exorefs  to  the  life 
the  original  Hebrew,  nor  can  it  be  expedted.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  fcrew  up  the  dull  phrafes  of  Europe  to  the 
lignificant  idioms  of  Alia.  We  may  as.  well  expedl 
dates  to  fpring  from  a  reed  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  it  is 
forbidden  the  true  faithful  to  tranflate  the  volume  of  light 
from  the  original  Arabic,  which  is  no  other  than  He¬ 
brew  in  its  ancient  purity. 

This  is  the  language  of  thofe  who  dwell  above  the  fe- 
venth  orb  :  It  is  the  dialed!  wherein  God  converfes  with 
the  pages  of  his  divine  feraglio,  wherein  all  the  records  of 
the  celeftial  empire  are  writ ;  and,  when  he  iffues  out  or¬ 
ders  to  the  minifters  and  haflas  of  heaven,  Hafmariel,  the 
fecretary  of  the  immortal  divan,  ufes  no  other  charadier 
or  fpeech,  but  that  which  is  peculiar  on  earth  to  the  fons 
of  Ifmael,  the  inhabitants  of  the  region  on  the  call  of 
the  Red  Sea.  In  fine,  this  is  the  language  wherein  the 
Omnipotent  thought  fit  to  difcover  his  pleafuie  to  mor¬ 
tals. 

Believe  Mahmut,  when  he  tells  thee  with  profound 
fubmiffion,  that  he  has  taken  fume  pains  to  pry  into 
thofe  languages  which  have  been  the  channels  of  divine 
knowledge.  I  have  been  peculiarly  ambitious  to  ftudy 
the  anatomy  of  Oriental  words  ;  and  it  would  be  no  hy¬ 
perbole  to  fay,  I  have  learned  to  difled!  even  the  very  fvl- 
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lables,  wherein  the  various  placing  of  points  and  letters 
alters  the  fenfe,  or  at  leaft  makes  it  ambiguous.  So  fig- 
nificant  and  myfterious  are  our  facrcd  characters. 

I  fpeak  not  this  in  peeviihnefs,  or  to  vindicate  myfelf . 
from  the  contempt  which  Ikingi  Cap’-Oglani  has  put 
upon  me.  I  have  no  emulation  in  that  point  ;  nor  can 
any  little  fpur  of  pedantic  ambition  make  me  forward  to 
contend  with  a  man,  whofe  whole  talent  confifts  in 
knowing  and  remembering  other  mens  works  ;  as  if  he 
had  ftudied  at  Athens  only  for  this  end,  to  learn  the 
facetious  art  of  turning  his  brains  into  a  catalogue  of 
books.  But  I  reflect  on  the  learned  among  the  Naza- 
renes,  who  are  chiefly  to  blame,  having  the  cuftody  of 
the  book  delivered  to  them  from  the  Jews :  And  among 
them  the  tranflators  of  that  volume  are  pail  excufe,  for 
they  have  defloured  the  original,  and  robbed  the  virgin 
language  of  fits  beauty  and  honour,  whilft  the  reft  are 
witnelfes  and  filent  abettors  of  the  rape,  in  concealing 
the  indignity  that  has  been  done  to  the  letters  formed 
by  the  finger  of  God,  and  full  of  divine  myfteries. 

In  thus  accufing  the  Chriftian  interpreters  of  the 
bible,  I  do  not  patronife  the  critical  whimfies  of  the 
Jewifh  cabbalifts.  They  are  exploded  by  all  men  of 
fenfe  ;  yet  there  is  a  medium  between  the  excefs  of  that 
affefted  nicenefs,  which  has  rendered  the  one  ridiculous, 
and  of  that  ftudied  careltflnefs  to  which  the  obfeurity  of 
the  other  is  owing.  As  the  Hebrews,  by  prefling  the 
letters  too  clofe,  have  fqueezed  out  divine  chimeras,  fo 
the  Chriftians,  in  ufing  too  flack  a  hand,  have  fcarce 
gained  a  grofs  draught  of  common  human  fenfe,  leaving 
the  genuine  elixir  of  the  writer’s  meaning  behind. 

I  will  not  lay  much  to  the  charge  of  the  tranflators 
employed  by  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  King  of  Egypt. 
Thefe  were  no  Chriftians,  nor  yet  in  the  number  of  thofe 
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who  adored  the  celeftial  bodies  and  elements  ;  nor  did 
any  of  them  pay  their  devotions  at  the  fame  altar  with 
that  Egyptian  monarch,  who  was  a  worlhipper  of  the 
god  Serapis  ;  but  they  were  Jews,  feventy,  or  two  more 
in  number,  as  the  tradition  goes.  And  being  every  one 
commanded  feverally  to  tranflate  thofe  manufcripts,  which 
the  Jews  efteemed  the  oracles  of  God,  without  con- 
verfing  with  or  feeing  each  other,  it  is  faid  their  verfions 
all  agreed  to  a  fyllable. 

This  is  the  llory  of  the  Jews,  and  feems  to  be  credited 
by  the  Chriftians ;  yet  fome  have  found  many  errors  and 
iacongruities  in  that  celebrated  copy  ;  and  it  is  eafy 
for  an  impartial  eye,  efpecially  in  the  head  of  an  Orien¬ 
tal,  to  fpy  many  more. 

But  the  Latin,  which  they  call  the  vulgar  tranflation, 
is  full  of  miftakes  ;  and  the  pretended  faint  who  made  it, 
fhould  have  gone  farther  than  Paleftine  for  his  intelli¬ 
gence  in  ancient  Hebrew.  His  name,  if  I  miftake  not, 
was  Hieronymus ;  he  palled  many  years  in  a  cell,  near 
the  fuppofed  tomb  of  the  Chriftians  Meffiah  in  the  Holy 
Land  ;  where,  they  fay,  he  was  infpired  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Hebrew,  and  from  thence  ventured  upon  a 
tranllation  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

Thou  wilt  not  expecl  a  certificate  of  thefe  things  from 
Mahrnut,  who  only  tells  thee  what  he  has  read  in  Chri- 
llian  authors,  whom  they  call  the  hiftorians  of  their 
church. 

But  I  can  affure  thee,  it  was  no  fpirit  of  the  Eaft 
afiifted  this  ecclefiaftic  in  his  verfion  ;  for  he  comes  far 
fhort  of  rightly  rendering  the  lofty  hyperboles,  appofite 
fimilitudes,  elegant  figures,  and  other  ornaments  of  fpeech 
peculiar  to  the  writings  of  thofe  who  firlt  fee  the  riling 
fun.  Such  are  all  thofe  penned  in  the  Eaft  ;  from  which 
we  muft  not  exclude  the  manufcripss  of  Mofes,  and  the 
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reft  of  the  Hebrew  prophets,  poets,  hiftorians,  and  phi- 
lofophers.  Of  thefe  does  the  Old  Teftament  confift, 
except  one  book  wrote  by  my  countryman  Job,  who  five 
times  foiled  the  devil  in  fo  many  fet  combats  before 
God. 

What  lhall  I  fay  then  of  the  tranflations  that  have 
been  made  of  their  Bible  in  other  languages,  not  fo  copi¬ 
ous  and  fignificant  as  the  Latin  ? 

Since  the  divifxon  arofe  between  the  Roman  Catholics 
and  Proteftants,  their  Bible  has  been  taught  to  fpeak  the 
dialed  of  all,  or  moft  nations  in  Europe.  Yet  fuch  is 
the  unhappinefs  of  the  Franks,  that  the  more  they  tam¬ 
per  with  the  language  of  great  purity,  the  worfe  they 
fucceed ;  which  has  occafioned  fome  learned  men,  as  I 
am  informed,  to  mark  above  a  thoufand  faults  in  the  laft 
French  verfion  of  that  myfterious  book. 

What  room  will  they  leave  for  the  cenfures  of  the 
muflulmans,  if  the  Chriftians  themfelves  are  thus  critical 
upon  the  grand  patent  of  their  falvation  ? 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  talk  to  recount  all  the  errors 
that  may  be  difcerned  in  the  various  traduds  of  the 
Bible,  by  any  man  that  has  converfed  in  the  Eaft  ;  nei¬ 
ther  will  I  intrench  on  thy  patience,  to  gain  the  charader 
of  a  critic. 

Permit  me  to  glance  only  on  the  pfalter,  or  the  odes  of 
Sultan  David.  How  flat  and  dull  are  the  meafures  of 
the  Chriftian  tranflators  ?  How  low  have  they  funk  the 
*enfe  of  that  royal  poet  ?  He  never  began  to  warble 
forth  any  of  thofe  divine  fongs,  until  firft  infpired  by  a 
feraph,  whom  he  had  lured  down  from  paradife  by  the 
melody  of  his  harp.  That  feraph  was  mailer  of  the 
mufic  above,  as  the  Hebrew  dodors  teach.  Every  time 
David  played  on  his  inftrument,  Ariel  (for  fo  was  the 
fpirit  called)  made  his  defcent,  and  fung  with  a  grace 
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which  cannot  be  expreffed.  The  docile  poet  foon  learn- 
ed  both  his  notes  and  words.  Seven  hundred  times 
David  touched  his  harmonious  firings,  and  fo  often  the 
angel  ftood  by  him  with  the  book  of  the  choir.  He 
taught  feven  hundred  fonnets  that  arc  chanted  by  the 
lovers  in  paradife  ;  but  the  devil  ftole  them  from  the 
king,  whilft  he  was  gazing  on  another  man’s  wife,  bath¬ 
ing  herfelf  in  an  adjoining  garden. 

Yet  there  are  above  an  hundred  hymns  remaining, 
which  David  compofed  by  memory  out  of  the  former  ; 
but  fome  fe£ls  among  the  Chriftians  have  turned  them 
to  the  ballads  of  the  vulgar. 

So  have  they  dealt  with  that  furpaffing  poem  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  taught  him  by  the  etherial  tutor  of  his  father.  For 
Ariel  was  enamoured  of  one  of  the  virgins  of  paradife, 
at  the  fame  time  that  Solomon  enjoyed  Pharaoh’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  had  newly  built  for  her  a  feraglio  of  cedar.  The 
heavenly  lover,  therefore,  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the 
paflion  of  the  mortal,  taught  him  one  of  the  paftorals  of 
Eden,  a  fong  peculiar  to  hi3  own  amour. 

But  the  Nazarenes  have  turned  it  to  a  dry  and  in- 
fignificant  allegory,  by  their  gloffes  ;  putting  an  affront 
alfo  upon  rhetoric  and  poetry,  in  wording  their  tranf- 
lation. 

If  I  fiiould  go  on  and  number  the  miftake6  they  have 
made  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  and  other  books  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  though  it  were  but  in  this  general 
manner,  I  fhould  tire  thee  out ;  but  to  recount  the  par¬ 
ticulars  would  be  a  thirteenth  talk  for  Hercules. 

Yet,  after  all  thefe  defaults  of  the  learned,  neither  they 
nor  the  ignorant  can  be  excufed  from  wilful  blindnefs,  in 
{hutting  their  eyes  againft  the  twilight  which  appears  in 
the  worft  translation,  and  is  fufficient  to  direct  any  man 
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to  the  Eaft,  where  Wifdom  (hines  in  her  perfedt  fplen- 
dour. 

There  are  expreffions  all  over  the  fcriptures,  which 
point  to  the  laws,  cuftoms,  habits,  diet,  and  manner  of 
life,  ufed  in  the  regions  firft  vifited  by  the  morning  fun. 
Thefe  are  the  fame  now  as  they  were  of  old ;  and  the 
muffulmans  of  this  age  obferve  no  other  rule  of  life,  but 
what  was  pradtifed  by  the  patriarch  Ibrahim,  above  three 
thoufand  years  ago,  and  by  all  the  faithful  of  thofe  times. 
Our  marriages,  circumcifions,  funerals,  prayers,  walhings, 
and  all  other  ceremonies  of  religion  or  civility,  are  the 
fame  now  as  then  ;  there  is  nothing  added  or  diminilhed, 
fave  the  faith  and  obedience  we  owe  to  Mahomet,  the 
ambaflador  of  God,  and  to  the  volume  put  into  his  hands 
by  Gabriel,  prince  of  the  divine  mefiengers. 

Our  very  habits,  and  the  manner  of  our  building,  our 
falutations  and  whole  addrefs,  are  the  fame  at  this  day, 
as  the  Scripture  tells  us  were  in  ufe  in  thofe  ages  next 
after  the  flood,  among  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  and 
among  all  the  true  believers,  the  pofterity  of  Ibrahim, 
efpecially  the  defcendants  by  the  right  line,  the  ftem  of 
Ifmael,  the  eldeft  fon  of  him  who  entertained  three  angels 
at  once  in  his  tent. 

Yet  the  infidels  will  not  confider  it,  but  perfuade 
themfelves  they  are  the  only  children  of  the  faithful  Ibra¬ 
him,  pretending  to  pradtife,  in  I  know  not  what  figura¬ 
tive  fenfe,  the  life  we  lead  in  truth  ;  cheating  themfelves 
with  empty  fymbols,  while  we  enjoy  the  fubftance. 

But  thou,  great  fucceffor  of  Ibrahim  and  the  pro¬ 
phets,  vouchfafe  to  pray  for  Mahmut,  that  whilft  his 
duty  to  the  Grand  Signior  obliges  him  to  dwell  here  in 
the  Weft,  and  to  converfe  with  none  but  infidels,  he  may 
ftill  retain  the  faith  of  the  Eaft,  the  devotion  of  an  If- 
maelite,  and  the  purity  of  a  true  believer ;  ftill  crying  in 
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his  heart  even  in  the  temples  of  the  infidels,  there  is  but 
one  God,  and  Mahomet  his  melfenger. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XVII. — To  the  Chiaus  Bassa. 

The  peace  agreed  on  laft  year,  between  the  Germans 
and  Swedes,  is  not  yet  fully  cftablifhed  and  confirmed. 
There  has  been  a  cefl'ation  of  arms  fmce  that  time,  and 
now  the  Duke  of  Amalfi,  on  the  emperor’s  fide,  the 
Duke  of  Vandort  for  the  King  of  France,  and  he  of 
Erfkin,  for  the  crown  of  Swedeland,  are  met  at  Norim- 
berg,  to  conclude  a  final  ratification  of  the  articles. 

During  this  confult,  the  Swedifh  army  are  permitted 
by  the  emperor’s  agreement  to  quarter  up  and  down  in 
feven  circles  of  the  empire,  and  not  to  be  difcharged  till 
all  their  arrears  are  paid  at  the  coft  of  the  Germans.  It 
is  laid  it  will  amount  to  three  millions  of  fequins.  This 
war  has  lafled  near  thirty  years ;  in  which  above  three 
hundred  thoufand  men  have  loft  their  lives. 

As  to  the  Englifh  affairs,  the  prevailing  party  there 
have  declared  that  ancient  kingdom  to  be  a  free  ftate, 
and  the  monarchy  is  abolifhed  by  a  public  aft.  Ncver- 
thelefs,  after  Charles  was  beheaded,  his  eldeft  fon  was 
proclaimed  king,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  by  fome 
of  the  nobles  and  gentry  that  were  friends  to  that  royal 
family  ;  and  in  Ireland,  a  certain  great  duke  appeared 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  in  behalf  of  the  young 
king’s  intereft,  having  laid  fiege  to  the  metropolis  of  that 
kingdom,  which,  with  one  other  town,  were  the  only 
fuong  holds  that  refilled  the  king’s  party.  But  in  the 
8th  moon,  the  army  which  the  Englifh  ftates  had  newly 
fent  over  to  that  ifland,  engaged  with  the  forces  of  this 
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duke,  entirely  routed  them,  killing  two  thoufand  men 
on  the  fpot,  and  taking  many  thoufand  prifoners,  with 
all  their  ammunition  and  baggage.  This,  being  fecond- 
ed  with  other  victories,  in  a  fhort  time  reduced  that 
kingdom  under  the  obedience  of  the  Engliih  dates. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hear  no  pleafing  news  from  the 
Levant.  Veffels  daily  arrive  in  the  havens  of  France, 
who  confirm  each  others  relations  of  a  dreadful  naval 
combat  between  our  fleet  and  that  of  the  Venetians, 
wherein,  they  fay,  we  have  loft  feventy-two  galleys, 
threefcore  merchant  veffels,  and  eighteen  (hips  of  war  ; 
that,  in  this  fight,  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  mijffulmans 
have  loft  their  lives,  and  near  ten  thoufand  were  taken 
prifoners. 

I  tell  thee,  thefe  are  great  breaches  in  the  navy, 
which,  belonging  to  the  lord  of  the'  fea  and  land,  has 
affumed  to  itfelf  the  epithet  of  Invincible.  Thefe  are 
blemifhes  in  the  enfigns  of  high  renown,  reproaches  to 
the  empire,  which  we  believe  is  to  fubdue  all  nations. 

I  refledt  not  on  the  courage,  or  conduct  of  the  captain 
baffa  ;  neither  am  I  willing  to  help  forward  the  ruin  of 
a  man,  who  cannot  expedt  to  be  honoured  with  a  veft,  a 
fword,  or  any  other  marks  of  the  fultan’s  favour,  for  his 
fervice  in  this  fea  campaign.  I  am  naturally  compaflion- 
ate.  It  is  not  in  my  praife  I  fpeak  it  ;  for  I  believe 
this  tendernefs  to  be  rather  a  vice  of  my  conftitution, 
than  to  have  any  rank  in  the  morals,  much  lefs  to  be  of 
km  to  the  family  of  virtues.  I  pity  a  man  falling  into 
difgrace,  on  whom  the  weather  of  the  feraglio  changes, 
from  which  he  mud  expedt  nothing  but  clouds  and 
ftorms.  Thofe  tempefts  will  prove  more  fatal  to  him 
than  any  that  ever  toffed  his  fleet  on  the  ruffled  ocean. 
In  all  probability,  he  will  fuffer  a  fhipwreck  of  his  for- 
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tune,  if  not  of  his  life  ;  therefore  it  is  with  extreme 
regret  I  muft  fay  that  which  may  haften  his  fall. 

But  I  am  commanded  not  to  conceal  any  intelligence 
that  relates  to  the  intereft  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  nor  to 
fpare  the  fon  of  my  mother,  if  I  know  him  guilty  of 
criminal  piadfices. 

All  that  I  have  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  the  baffa  of 
the  fea,  is  a  private  correfpondence  which  he  holds  with 
Cardinal  Mazarini.  This  I  difcovered  by  the  afiiftance 
of  a  dwarf,  whom  I  have  often  mentioned  in  my  letters 
to  the  grandees  of  the  Porte.  I  need  not  repeat  to  thee 
what  I  have  faid  already  to  them,  of  the  birth,  education, 
and  genius  of  Ofmin  (for  fo  is  the  little  fpark  called), 
nor  of  the  method  I  have  put  him  upon,  to  wind  him- 
felf  into  the  fecrels  of  the  public  minifters ;  only  thou 
mayeft  report  to  the  divan,  that  this  diminutive  man  con¬ 
tinues  to  purfue  his  advantages  of  accefs  to  the  clofets 
of  the  French  minifters,  whereof  I  gave  an  account  laft 
year,  in  a  letter  to  Chiurgi  Muhammet  Baffa. 

Thou  mayeft  affure  them  alfo,  that  when  he  was  yef- 
terday  in  the  chamber  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  he  caft  his 
eye  on  a  letter  which  lay  open  on  the  table,  whilft  the 
cardinal  was  in  earneft  difcourfe  with  an  extraordinary- 
courier  from  Rome.  He  had  not  opportunity  to  read 
more  than  the  fuperfcription,  and  a  line  or  two  of  the 
matter,  which  contained  thefe  words  : 

*  The  mild  Commander,  the  Humble  Shadow  of  the 
bright  Star  of  the  Sea,  Bilal,  Captain  Baffa  ; 

“  To  the  Moft  Illuftrious  Prince  of  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Mefliah,  eminent  among  the  High  Lords  of  Holy 
Honour,  the  Sublime  Director  of  the  People  of  Jefus, 
Affiftant  to  the  Chair  of  Sovereign  Dignity,  the  Seat 
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of  the  Roman  Caliph,  Julio  Mazarini,  Cardinal, 
and  our  Friend  ;  may  whofe  latter  days  increafe  in 
happinefs. 

“  Thy  affeftionate  letter  and  prefents  were  delivered 
fafe  to  me,  as  I  lay  at  anchor  with  the  fleet  under  my 
command,  not  far  from  the  ifland  of  Chios ;  and,  as  a 
mark  of  my  acknowledgment  and  good-will  to  thee  and 
all  the  Nazarenes,  I  embraced  in  my  arms  the  noble  cap¬ 
tain,  Signior  Antonio  Maratelli,  who  had  the  honour  to 
be  trufted  with  this  negotiation.  I  immediately  difrob- 
ed  myfelf,  and  caufed  that  brave  Italian,  thy  meffenger, 
to  be  veiled  with  my  own  garment,  as  a  pledge  of - ” 

Before  Ofmin  could  read  farther,  the  cardinal  ap¬ 
proached  the  table,  and  took  up  the  letter,  letting  fall 
fome  words  to  the  courier,  by  which  the  dwarf  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  his  fufpicion  of  the  bafla’s  perfidioufnefs,  and 
that  this  letter  newly  came  from  him.  He  polled  imme¬ 
diately  to  give  me  an  account  of  this  paffage  ;  believing 
it  to  be,  as  it  is,  of  great  import ;  for  he  has  a  Angular 
regard  for  the  family,  which  Firft  exterminated  the  Greeks 
from  Conllantinople. 

Thou  knowell  what  ufe  to  make  of  this  intelligence. 
I  am  not  cruelly  inclined,  but  I  mull  do  my  duty.  The 
reft  I  refer  to  thy  prudence. 

I  will  only  advertife  thee  of  one  farther  remark  of  Of¬ 
min,  who,  by  comparing  what  he  has  feen  now,  with 
a  difcourfe  he  once  before  over- heard  between  Mazari¬ 
ni  and  a  French  nobleman,  whilft  he  lay  under  the  Car¬ 
dinal’s  table  (which  I  have  inferted  in  one  of  my  letters), 
concludes,  that  the  bafia  there  mentioned  by  the  Cardi¬ 
nal,  was  this  fame  Bilal  Balfa,  who  was,  at  the  inftance 
©f  the  janizaries,  made  bafia  of  the  fea. 
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I  could  not,  without  making  myfelf  an  accomplice, 
conceal  fo  foul  an  ingratitude  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and 
fo  villanous  a  treafon  againft  the  empire,  which  holds  the 
frrft  rank  among  all  the  dominions  on  earth. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XVIII. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjician  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

"W e  have  had  a  violent  hot  fummer  in  thefe  parts,  with 
much  thunder  and  lightning,  which  has  done  confiderable 
damage  to  the  farmers,  in  burning  their  hay  and  corn  in 
their  granaries.  Complaints  arrive  here  daily  from  all 
the  provinces,  that  Heaven  has  confumed  their  harvefts. 

This  the  court  party  interpret  as  a  judgment  on  them 
for  their  rebellions  ;  caufing  it  to  be  induftrioully  fpread 
about  in  all  companies,  that  Heaven  is  angry  with  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Guyenne,  Bourdeaux,  and  other  provinces, 
for  taking  up  arms  this  year  againft  their  fovereign.  I 
know  not  how  far  this  cenfure  is  juftifiable  ;  but  it  is  ob* 
ferved,  that  the  people  of  thefe  rebellious  provinces  have 
received  more  apparent  and  irreparable  injuries  by  the 
lightning,  than  thofe  of  other  parts.  Several  members 
of  the  parliament  of  Aix  were  found  dead  in  their  beds, 
after  a  tempeftuous  night  of  lightning  ;  and  next  day, 
the  roof  of  the  lioufe  where  they  affembled  fell  down,  and 
killed  feveral. 

In  the  great  church  of  Bourdeaux,  as  they  were  cele¬ 
brating  their  mafs,  a  ball  of  fire  broke  in  from  behind 
the  altar,  fmote  down  feveral  images,  and  filling  the 
church  with  an  intolerable  ftink,  flew  out  at  a  window, 
without  doing  any  farther  harm  ;  and  a  great  bank  of 
money,  raifed  by  this  city  to  pay  their  foldiers,  was  all 
melted  down  by  lightning,  to  the  aftoniihment  of  thofe 
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who  fa w  it ;  for  it  was  done  in  the  day-time,  the  gran- 
dees  of  Bourdeaux  being  prefent.  It  w’ould  be  endlefs 
to  recount  all  the  mifchiefs  that  have  been  done  in  thofe 
parts.  We  had  no  great  harm  here,  fave  that  aimoft  all 
the  wine  in  the  city  was  turned  to  a  kind  of  vinegar  in 
one  night ;  which  the  philofophers  attribute  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  energy  of  lightning,  which  plays  the  chymift  with 
this  liquor,  and  in  a  moment  feparates,  and  drinks  up  its 
vital  fpirits,  leaving  only  a  mortuum  caput  behind. 

The  feafon  has  been  fo  hot  during  the  dog-days,  that 
the  air  itfelf  feemed  combuftible ;  and  the  very  winds, 
from  whence  we  looked  for  refrefliment,  were  like  the 
breath  of  a  ftove. 

All  things  feemed  ready  to  take  fire,  as  if  the  ele¬ 
ments  waited  for  the  grand  conflagration  ;  heat  was  the 
ery  every  where  ;  mens  bodies  were  fcalded  with  inter¬ 
nal  flames ;  the  fkade  'of  trees  afforded  no  relief ;  the 
fountains  could  not  allay  their  third: ;  all  nature  feemed 
to  be  in  a  fever,  ready  to  expire. 

Now  thofe  fervours  are  abated,  and  we  begin  to  have 
frofty  mornings  ;  the  nitrous  air  reftores  mens  appetites  ; 
abundauce  of  rain  has  new-moulded  the  gaping  parched 
earth,  and  produced  a  fecpnd  fpring ;  the  hufbandman  com¬ 
forts  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  another  crop  of  hay,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  lofs  of  the  former,  which  the  lightning  robbed  him 
of.  In  the  mean  time,  the  winds  are  very  bufy  in  difrob- 
ing  the  trees,  and  fcattering  not  only  their  leaves,  but  alfo 
the  fruit  that  is  not  gathered,  on  the  ground  ;  whereby 
a  banquet  is  prepared  for  the  hogs  in  every  orchard,  who 
claim  as  much  right  to  feed  on  what  lies  on  the  com¬ 
mon  table,  as  their  owners  ;  and  it  is  no  unpleafant  mu- 
fic  to  hear  a  herd  of  fwine  fet  their  teeth  at  work  on  the 
windfallen  apples ;  at  leaft  this  fpeclacle  and  noife  is  de- 
lightful  to  me,  who  have  been  without  appetite  theft 
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three  moons,  and  but  juft  begin  to  recover  my  ftomach. 
I  often  ride  out  of  Paris,  on  purpofe  to  take  the  coun¬ 
try  air,  where  my  bread  taftes  more  favourily  than  in  the 
city.  There  appears  fomething  fo  harmlefs  and  innocent 
in  the  faces  and  behaviour  of  the  ruftics,  as  effe&ually 
relieves  my  melancholy  ;  I  cannot  difcern  in  them  any 
fignatures  of  court  craft  and  villany  ;  their  converfation 
cheers  my  fpirits ;  I  love  to  hear  them  talk  of  their  ru¬ 
ral  affairs  ;  my  eye  follows  the  ploughmen  with  envy  ; 
then  I  could  wifh  it  had  been  my  lot  to  have  been  bred 
up  in  fome  homely  cottage,  where  I  might  have  tended 
oxen,  Iheep,  or  affes  ;  all  which  a<ft  regularly  according 
to  their  nature  :  whereas  he  that  is  the  fervant  of  princes, 
is  compelled  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  his  reafon, 
which  is  the  greateft  unhappinefs  that  can  befal  a  man. 
How  fwcet  is  the  deep  of  the  hufbandman  by  night,  and 
how  void  is  his  mind  of  embittering  cares  by  day  ?  he 
rifes  with  the  lark,  and  is  as  cheerful  as  that  pretty  bird ; 
faluting  Aurora  with  a  for.g,  or  a  leffon  on  his  pipe,  he 
fnuffs  up  the  wholefome  and  fragrant  dew  of  the  morning  ; 
as  he  walks  over  the  lands,  he  beholds,  with  admiration 
and  pleafure,  the  gilded  clouds  and  tops  of  mountains  ; 
when  the  fun  comes  forth  cf  his  bed-chamber  in  the  eaft, 
he  fpurs  himfelf  on  to  his  daily  labour,  by  the  example 
of  that  aftive  planet,  following  his  work  with  content 
and  joy  ;  his  food  is  pleafant  both  in  his  mouth  and  his 
belly  ;  he  feels  no  after  pangs  through  fatiety  ;  but,  well 
'refrefhed  and  nourilhed  with  his  homely  diet,  he  lies 
down  with  the  lamb,  and  deeps  in  peace,  never  dreaming 
of  ftate  intrigues,  or  the  plots  of  the  mighty.  Thus  he 
paffes  his  life  in  a  circle  of  delights. 

Tell  me,  dear  Hali,  are  not  thefe  proper  objedls  of 
envy  to  a  man  in  my  circumftances  ?  or,  canft  thou  blame 
Mahmut,  who  has  neither  health  of  body  nor  peace  of 
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mind,  for  wifhing  himfelf  in  a  condition  which  would  en¬ 
title  him  to  both  ?  I  am  entangled  in  a  thoufand  fnares  ; 
my  employment  is  a  perfedl  riddle  ;  I  mull  fay  and  un¬ 
fay  the  fame  things  as  often  as  occafion  requires  ;  I  mult 
tell  an  hundred  lies,  fwear  and  forfwear  myfelf  every 
hour,  if  the  intereft  of  the  Grand  Signior  be  at  flake  ;  I 
muft  be  a  Mahometan,  Chriftian,  Jew,  or  any  thing  that 
will  ferve  a  turn  ;  diffemble  with  God  and  man  ;  blafpheme 
the  prophets ;  curfe  the  true  believers  and  myfelf  too, 
rather  than  baulk  the  caufe  I  am  engaged  in ;  and  yet, 
all  this  while  they  will  perfuade  me  I  am  a  good  man, 
and  fhall  go  to  paradife  ;  as  if  the  Mufti’s  difpenfations 
were  available  to  cancel  the  exprefs  pofitive  law  of  God  ! 
Do  they  think  to  amufe  me  with  fuch  umbrages,  and 
fend  me  muzzled  to  hell,  with  my  eyes  open  ?  I  tell 
thee,  I  have  a  confcience,  and  fuch  a  contcience  as  will 
not  let  me  be  at  reft  in  this  manner  of  life.  It  were 
better  to  die,  than  to  live  ftained  with  fo  many  prevarica¬ 
tions.  I  know  not  what  to  do  amidft  fo  many  terrors ; 
I  feel  my  body  decay  apace,  and  haftening  towards  its 
diffolution.  What  will  become  of  me,  if  I  fhould  die 
under  the  burden  of  fo  many  fins  ?  What  anfwer  fhall  I 
be  able  to  make  to  the  two  inquifitors  of  the  grave,  the 
angels  who  fhall  examine  me,  Who  is  my  God,  and  Who 
is  my  prophet,  and  What  is  my  faith  ?  the  darknefs  of 
that  region  of  fhadows  will  not  be  fufficient  to  hide  my 
blufhes,  and  the  confufion  I  fhall  be  in  at  fo  prefiing  a 
trial. 

All  my  comfort  is,  that  I  have  yet  friends  left,  to 
whom  I  may  freely  vent  my  thoughts,,  and  afk  their 
counfel. 

If  thou  haft  any  remains  of  that  friendfhip  that  has 
been  between  us,  weigh  my  cafe  thoroughly,  and  tell 
me  whether  I  am  not  loft  for  ever,  without  a  change  of 
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life.  Flatter  me  not,  neither  ufe  the  artifices  of  civility, 
in  palliating  my  crimes,  but  fearch  my  wounds,  and 
give  me  thy  advice  without  a  veil,  and  Mahmut  fhall 
efteem  thee  the  phyfician  of  his  foul. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XIX. — To  Kenan  Bassa,  Chief  Treafurer  to  his  High- 
nefs  at  Conjlantinople. 

If  I  have  not  addrefied  to  thee  before,  attribute  it  to 
my  ignorance  of  thy  quality  and  perfon.  As  foon  as  I 
heard  of  thy  advancement  to  this  important  truft,  I  re- 
folved  to  falute  thee,  as  becomes  a  Have  in  my  poll,  and 
to  wifh  thee  all  the  happinefs  thou  canft  defire.  Yet, 
when  I  congratulate  thy  rife,  remember  I  do  but  wel¬ 
come  thee  to  a  precipice,  a  mere  pinnacle  of  fortune, 
where  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  expedft  fecure  footing  :  the 
blaft  of  an  envious  mouth  will  make  thee  totter  ;  thou 
breatheft  in  an  element  full  of  tempefts ;  the  fly  pradlices 
pf  a  rival  may  undermine  thee,  or  the  more  open  frowns 
of  thy  fovereign  may  caft  thee  down  ;  thou  art  ever  li¬ 
able  to  the  malice  of  the  vulgar,  and  not  a  little  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  thy  own  weaknefs,  the  infeparable  companion  of 
humanity.  If  thou  ftiouldeft  once  look  with  difdain  on 
thofe  that  are  beneath  thee,  the  vaft  diftance  and  height 
of  the  profpett  may  make  thee  giddy  ;  therefore  it  will 
be  good  for  thee  to  have  thy  eyes  always  fixed  on  thy- 
felf ;  that  will  prove  the  belt  chart,  by  which  to  fteer  thy 
courfe  through  the  rocks  and  fands  which  on  all  hands 
threaten  the  life  of  a  courtier.  It  will  not  be  amifs  alfo 
to  place  before  thee  the  examples  of  wife  men,  thy  pre- 
deceffors.  There  is  a  greater  force  in  thefe,  than  in  the 
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beft  counfels,  becaufe  matter  of  faft  leaves  no  room  for 
diitruft ;  whereas  men  are  naturally  jealous  of  thofe  who 
pretend  to  infiruft  them.  We  are  all  fond  of  our  own 
reafon  and  judgment,  and  are  apt  to  fufpedl  him  of  fome 
defign,  who  feeks  to  perfuade  us,  though  to  our  good : 
befides,  there  is  a  fpecies  of  pride,  a  punctilio  of  honour 
in  mortals,  which  will  hardly  permit  us  to  yield  our- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  need  another’s  advice ;  whence 
comes  the  Arabian  proverb,  which  fays,  “  A  man  pro¬ 
fits  more  by  the  fight  of  an  idiot,  than  by  the  orations 
of  the  learned.”  We  all  love  to  make  our  own  experi¬ 
ments,  and  fooner  truft  any  fenfe  than  our  ears  ;  there¬ 
fore  the  Lacedemonians  caufed  their  flaves  to  be  made 
drunk  in  the  prefence  of  their  children,  that,  from  the 
fqualidnefs  of  the  fpe&acle,  they  might  conceive  a  ha¬ 
tred  againft  that  vice,  which,  by  all  the  inftru&ians  in 
the  world,  they  would  never  learn  to  abhor. 

The  crimes  of  fome  in  thy  ftation  have  more  of  fobri- 
ety  in  them,  but  lefs  honefty.  Wonder  not  at  the  ex- 
prefiion,  nor  accufe  me  of  impudence.  I  refledl  only  on 
the  wicked  ;  number  not  thyfelf  among  them. 

Thou  knoweft  it  has  been  an  ancient  cuftom  for  our 
renowned  emperors  to  divert  themfelves,  at  certain  times, 
with  the  fight  of  their  ineflimable  treafury.  I  am  no 
ftranger  to  the  ceremonies  ufed  at  fuch  times  ;  one  would 
think  it  impoffible,  amidft  fo  much  caution,  that  the 
Grand  Signior  fhould  be  defrauded  of  the  leaft  part  of 
his  wealth.  I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  chamber  of  arms,  or 
thofe  others  which  make  up  the  imperial  wardrobe.  The 
bulk  and  weight  of  thofe  rich  velvet  brocades,  and  other 
furniture  of  gold  and  filver,  difeourages  the  theft.  But 
who  can  number  the  robberies  that  have  been  committed 
among  the  jewels,  and  invaluable  rarities  of  the  myfteri- 
ou?  slofct  ?  It  has  been  found  eafy  to  conceal  and  tran- 
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fport  from  thence  whole  beds  of  diamonds,  and  chains  of 
pearl,  undifcovered,  I  will  not  fay  unfufpedted,  at  the 
times  when  Anackdar-Agafi  gives  three  knocks  on  the 
cabinet  of  the  keys. 

Thefe  are  hours  of  munificence  and  royal  bounty, 
when  the  auguft  Lord  of  the  Mines  is  pleafed  to  gratify 
his  Haves  with  gifts,  and  make  them  fenfible  they  ferve 
him,  who  commands  this  upper  world,  and  that  under¬ 
neath. 

No  prince  can  difcommend  this  domeftic  fport  of  our 
fovereign,  when  he  makes  his  pages  fcramble  for  dia¬ 
monds  and  rubies,  fince  it  gives  him  a  tafte  of  his  own 
humanity  ;  nothing  being  more  agreeable,  in  cafes  on 
this  fide  of  amorous  jealoufy,  than  to  let  others  partake 
of  our  pleafures  :  and  it  is  the  peculiar  delight  of  kings, 
fometimes  to  lay  afide  their  ftate  and  grandeur,  to  be  fa¬ 
miliar  with  their  attendants,  making  them  their  compa¬ 
nions,  or  at  leaft  their  proxies,  in  many  enjoyments. 

But  it  is  pity  this  favour  fhould  be  abufed,  as  it  has 
been,  in  the  inftance  I  mentioned.  Thou  art  no  Gran¬ 
ger  to  the  records  of  the  Hafna,  which  tells  us,  that 
when  Gelep  Chiaus  Baffa  was  made  chief  treafurer,  in 
the  reign  of  Sultan  Muftapha,  the  lucre  of  the  glitter¬ 
ing  jewels  had  tempted  him  to  defraud  his  mailer  to  the 
value  of  five  hundred  thoufand  fequins,  which,  upon  the 
information  of  three  pages,  and  a  diligent  fearch,  were 
found  in  his  trunks. 

It  has  been  whifpered  alfo,  that  few  have  enjoyed  that 
office,  who  have  not  purloined  fomething  from  the  im¬ 
perial  coffers.  They  fay  it  is  an  hereditary  theft,  deliver¬ 
ed  by  tradition  from  one  to  another ;  every  Hafnadar- 
baffi  being  advanced  to  that  honour  by  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  his  predeceffor,  for  the  fervice  he  has  done  him 
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in  conniving  at  thefe  practices,  which  cannot  be  hid  from 
any  of  the  fixty  who  guard  the  royal  wealth. 

Thou  canft  not  blame  me  for  putting  thee  in  mind  of 
thefe  things,  in  regard  I  am  commanded  to  write  with 
all  freedom  to  the  fublime  minifters,  whatever  concerns 
the  intereft  of  our  great  mailer. 

I  have  no  more  to  fay,  but  to  defire  thee,  in  tranf- 
mitting  what  money  is  appointed  for  me,  to  be  timely 
and  punctually,  to  fend  duplicates  by  different  pods, 
that,  if  one  Ihould  mifcarry,  I  may  not  be  at  a  lofs  ;  for 
there  is  no  credit  for  a  mulTiilman  in  Paris.  Eliac'nim 
would  fupply  me  with  what  may  fuffice  a  dervich ;  but 
it  belongs  to  thee  to  take  care  that  I  want  not  what  is 
requilite  for  an  agent  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XX. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother. 

I  unwillingly  concluded  my  laft  letter,  before  I  had 
vented  half  my  thoughts  on  thofe  oriental  fubjeCts,  fo 
full  of  inftruCtion  and  pleafure.  Thy  journal  is  become 
my  pocket  companion  ;  I  carry  it  with  me  to  the  gar¬ 
dens  and  folitudes,  and  even  to  the  libraries  and  churches, 
to  which  laft  I  am  obliged  to  go  fometimes,  that  I  may 
avoid  fufpicion. 

The  Chriftians,  when  they  enter  the  molt  delightful 
gardens  of  Paris,  fpend  their  time,  and  weary  themfelves 
in  walking  forward  and  backward  ;  they  will  meafure  fe- 
veral  leagues  in  traverftng  one  alley  ;  which  vain  cuftom, 
thou  knoweft,  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  eaftern 
people,  who  love  to  folace  themfelves,  in  fitting  ftiil  un¬ 
der  the  cool  (hades,  and  feeding  their  eyes  with  the  grate¬ 
ful  verdure  of  trees,  their  nofes  with  the  fragrant  fmell 
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of  herbs  and  flowers,  and  their  ears  with  the  pretty  me¬ 
lody  of  the  birds ;  all  which  ferve  as  helps  to  their  con¬ 
templation.  A 

After  this  manner  I  many  times  pafs  away  fome  hours 
in  the  gardens  of  this  city,  whereof  there  are  great  plen¬ 
ty  ;  and  when  I  am  cloyed  with  the  forementioned  plea- 
fures,  then  I  take  out  thy  journal,  and  fall  to  reading, 
which  winds  up  my  thoughts  afrefh,  like  a  watch  that  is 
down  ;  nay,  it  opens  new  fources  of  contemplation,  and 
ferves  as  a  miraculous  talifman  to  bring  China,  India, 
and  all  the  call;  into  the  place  where  I  am,  fo  lively  and 
natural  are  thy  difcouvfes  of  thofe  parts. 

When  I  am  in  the  churches  it  ferves  me  inllead  of  a 
prayer-book  ;  and,  whilft  others  are  babbling  over  they 
know  not  what,  or  at  leaft  they  care  not  what,  I  offer 
up  to  God  the  firfb-fruit  of  my  reafon  and  knowledge, 
which  he  has  given  me  to  diftinguifh  me  from  all  forts 
of  beafts,  whether  in  human  fhape  or  not. 

When  I  go  to  the  libraries,  I  compare  thy  journal  with 
the  writings  of  others  who  treat  of  the  fame  matters,  and 
find,  that  thou  agreed  with  fome,  corredteft  the  miflakes 
of  others,  and  in  all,  fhowtft  a  genius  elevated  above  all 
others  of  the  common  hiftprians  and  travellers,  who  feek 
rather  to  amufe  the  reader  with  uncouth  ftories  and  ad¬ 
ventures,  than  to  inftrudl  him  with  what  is  really  ufeful 
and  profitable. 

Thus  thy  journal  is  become  the  companion  of  my  foli- 
tudes,  the  objedf  of  my  ftudies,  and  the  help  to  my  de¬ 
votions  abroad  ;  and  it  is  no  lcfs  the  diverfion  of  my  re- 
tirement  and  melancholy  at  home.  I  am  a  great  admirer 
of  antiquity ;  and  therefore  an  old  craggy  rock,  over¬ 
grown  with  mofs,  and  full  of  gaping  chafms,  is  a  more 
agreeable  fight  to  me,  than  the  flowery  meadows  or  ver¬ 
dant  groves ;  becaufc  the  former  looks  like  a  rclift  of  the 
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primitive  chaos,  whereas  I  know  the  latter  to  be  only  the 
product  of  the  laft  fpring.  It  is  for  this  reafon  thy  nar¬ 
rative  affords  me  fo  vaft  a  delight,  becaufe  it  treats  of  the 
moft  ancient  kingdoms  and  governments  in  the  world, 
and  is  not  fluffed  with  chimeras  and  fables,  as  moft  rela¬ 
tions  of  thofe  countries  are,  but  gives  a  fincere  and  true 
account  of  whatever  is  confiderable,  without  touching  on 
impertinences. 

But  above  all,  I  am  delighted  with  that  part  which 
relates  thy  travels  in  China  ;  that  country  being  of  fo 
vaft  an  extent,  fo  rich,  fo  populous,  the  people  fo  induf- 
trious,  learned,  and  politic  (befides  the  antiquity  of  their 
empire,  which  cannot  in  that  point  be  matched  by  any 
government  under  the  heavens),  that  the  exa6l  knowledge 
of  thefe  things  feems  to  me  of  greater  moment  than  any 
other  difcoveries  whatfoever. 

What  thou  fayeft  of  the  Chinefe  letters  and  word* 
fhows  that  thou  haft  made  fome  infpedtion  into  that  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  thy  remarks  on  the  long  fucceffion  and  feries 
of  their  kings,  is  an  argument  that  thou  art  no  ftranger 
to  their  chronology,  which  takes  in  many  thoufands  of 
years  before  Noah’s  flood.  Thou  art  very  exadt  in  enu¬ 
merating  their  public  tribunals  and  courts  of  juftice,  as 
alfo  in  defcribing  fome  remarkable  bridges,  temples,  pa¬ 
laces,  and  other  ftrudlures,  which  ferves  to  give  the  read¬ 
er  a  true  idea  of  the  magnificence  and  grandeur  of  the 
Chinefe  emperors,  and  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  people, 
who  feem  to  excel  all  others  in  arts  and  fciences.  In  a 
word,  it  is  evident  that  thou  didft  not  pafs  thy  time  with 
thy  arms  folded  whilft  thou  wert  in  that  kingdom.  And 
I  know  not  how  better  to  exprefs  the  efteem  I  have  for 
thee  on  account  of  tlxe  pains  thou  haft  taken  to  inform 
both  thyfelf  and  me  in  matters  of  fo  great  importance, 
than  by  giving  thee  an  account  of  what  progrefsthe  Tar- 
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tars  have  made  in  the  eonqueit  of  that  empire  fince  thy 
return  to  Corutantinople.  In  my  laft,  I  acquainted  thee 
with  the  coronation  of  the  Tartar  king  at  Pekin  ;  fince 
which,  other  veffcls  are  arrived  from  thofe  parts,  which 
bring  an  account  that  the  young  Tartarian  conqueror 
foon  puihed  forward  his  victories ;  and  marching  with  an 
army  into  Corea  (which  kingdom,  thou  knoweft,  borders 
on  China),  the  king  of  that  country  made  his  fubmii- 
»:cns,  and  entering  into  a  league  with  Zunchi,  held  his 
crown  in  fee  of  that  victorious  emperor. 

Afterwards  he  haftened  to  fubdue  the  provinces  which 
remained  unconquered.  His  method  in  accomplilhing 
this  great  work  was  by  fwift  marches,  like  another  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great ;  and  by  laying  fiege  to  the  principal 
city  of  a  province,  which  he  never  failed  either  to  take 
by  force,  or  compelled  to  furrender,  that  fo  they  might 
efcape  famine ;  and,  when  this  was  done,  he  took  poffef- 
f:on  both  of  it  and  the  whole  province,  fummoning  the 
cities  of  leffer  note  to  furrender,  which  they  feldom  re¬ 
filled  after  they  had  beheld  the  fate  of  the  fir  ft.  Thus, 
in  a  little  time,  he  became  mailer  of  all  that  fpacious  em¬ 
pire. 

The  fame  of  his  fuccefs  quickly  brought  innumerable 
Tartars  out  of  their  native  country  to  follow  the  fortune 
of  their  emperor.  To  thefe  he  gave  the  chief  offices  in 
hi?  army,  and  continued  the  Chinefe  in  the  adminiilra- 
tion  of  civil  affairs  ;  and,  as  a  token  of  their  fubjedlion, 
he  commanded  all  the  Chinefe  to  cut  their  hair  Ihort,  and 
to  clothe  themfelves  after  the  fafhion  of  the  Tartars. 

They  give  a  high  character  of  this  young  prince,  who, 
amidft  fo  many  fucceffes  and  triumphs,  difcovers  not  the 
leail  vain-glory,  but  contains  himfelf  within  the  bounds 
of  a  virtuous  moderation,  afcribes  all  to  the  decrees  of 
deftiny,  and  is  not  in  the  lead  puffed  up  with  any  of  his 
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glorious  a&ions,  which  is  an  argument  of  a  fpirit  truly 
heroic.  And  yet  this  prince  is  an  idolater,  as  are  all  the 
Tartars  of  that  nation  ;  or  rather,  they  are  men  of  no 
religion,  which  makes  their  morals  the  more  admirable  ; 
for,  according  to  the  relation  of  thofe  who  came  laft 
from  China,  the  Tartars  are  a  very  temperate  and  conti¬ 
nent  people,  abhorring  thofe  vices  which  are  but  too 
common  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  from  which  the 
true  believers  themfelves  are  not  free.  They  are  rigor- 
oufly  juft  alfo,  and  punifh  all  manner  of  fraud  and  deceit 
with  immediate  death.  As  for  their  conduct  and  cou¬ 
rage  in  the  wars,  there  is  no  nation  furpafies  them,  few 
are  their  equals  ;  they  are  paffionate  lovers  of  an  aftive 
life,  fpending  moft  of  their  time  on  horfeback,  either  in 
hunting  wild  beafts,  or  fighting  with  their  enemies ;  and 
their  horfes  are  the  beft  and  moft  courageous  in  the 
world.  There  is  nothing  the  Tartars  fo  much  defpife  as 
the  fedentary  life  of  ftudents  and  learned  men,  account¬ 
ing  them  the  burden  of  a  commonwealth,  lazy  drones,  fit 
only  to  be  fold  for  flaves  ;  but  men  of  fervice  and  merit 
in  the  wars  they  have  in  great  efteem,  never  failing  to  re¬ 
ward  fuch  with  dignities  and  commands  proportionable 
to  their  deferts  and  capacities.  Nay,  fuch  is  the  martial 
genius  of  this  nation,  that  the  very  women  ride  to  the 
wars  with  the  men,  and  perform  exploits  above  what  is 
expefted  from  that  foft  and  delicate  fex.  Both  men  and 
women  are  habituated  from  their  infancy  to  live  in  tents 
or  waggons,  there  being  very  few  cities  in  all  Tartary; 
there  they  are  inured  to  hunger,  cold,  thirft,  and  all  the 
methods  of  a  frugal  and  hardy  life  ;  this  is  that  which 
renders  them  excellent  foldiers,  and  a  terror  to  all  the  na¬ 
tions  round  about  them  ;  this  is  that  which  fo  foon  re¬ 
duced  all  China  to  their  obedience,  the  Chinefe,  among 
all  their  virtues  and  accemplifhments,  being  the  moft  ef- 
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feminate  people  on  earth.  This,  no  doubt,  thou  haft  ob¬ 
served. 

Brother,  I  advife  thee  to  go  to  Kerker  HafTan  baffa, 
our  countryman,  and  prefent  to  him  thefe  observations 
on  the  Tartars,  which  thou  mayeft  eafily  do,  by  tran¬ 
scribing  what  is  for  thy  turn  out  of  this  letter.  He  in¬ 
herits  his  father’s  genius,  who,  thou  knoweft,  was  one  of 
the  greateft  hunters  in  all  Arabia,  and  had  a  charafter 
not  much  different  from  what  I  have  here  given  thee  of 
the  Tartars.  That  baffa  will  take  great  delight  in  thefe 
memoirs,  and  will  think  himfelf  obliged  to  make  thee 
Some  proper  acknowledgment.  He  is  generous  and  great, 
and  it  lies  in  his  power  to  promote  thee.  I  have  writ  to 
him  already,  and  have  given  him  an  encomium  of  thy 
ability.  I  will  Second  it  with  another  letter,  in  anfwer 
to  one  I  lately  received  from  him,  wherein  he  defires  a 
farther  account  of  China.  I  will  inform  him  therefore 
of  Several  paffages  out  of  thy  journal.  He,  no  doubt,  to 
make  a  farther  trial  of  thy  knowledge,  will  afk  thee  Se¬ 
veral  queftions  relating  to  thefe  matters  ;  So  (halt  thou 
have  a  fair  opportunity  of  rendering  thyfelf  confpicuous, 
and  of  gaining  his  efteem.  Follow  my  advice  ;  take  time 
by  the  forelock,  and  the  event  Shall  prove  happy. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XXI. — To  Kerker  Hassan,  Baja. 

X  received  thy  commands,  and  am  proud  of  the  honour 
thou  haft  done  me  in  requiring  the  fmalleft  Service  at  my 
hands,  efpecially  one  of  this  nature,  which  is  an  argu¬ 
ment  that  my  former  relation  of  China  was  acceptable  to 
thee.  This  I  account  my  honour  and  happinefs,  that  I 
have  a  brother  who  has  made  Such  considerable  improve- 
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ments  in  his  travels  ;  for  it  is  to  him  I  owe  the  know¬ 
ledge  I  have  of  that  country,  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
Eaft.  As  for  my  coufin  Ifouf,  he  would  never  vouch- 
fafe  to  fend  me  a  fyllable  relating  to  his  travels,  though 
he  had  rambled  throughout  all  Afia. 

I  defired  this  favour  of  him  in  feveral  letters,  but  have 
received  no  anfwer,  fo  that  I  know  not  whether  he  be 
dead  or  alive.  My  friends  are  very  backward  in  writing 
to  me  ;  and,  unlefs  it  be  fome  of  the  minifters  of  Hate, 
who  fometimes  honour  me  with  a  difpatch,  though  very 
rarely,  I  hardly  receive  a  letter  from  my  familiar  friends 
and  relations  in  twenty  moons,  which  makes  me  conclude, 
that  abfence  of  fo  long  a  date  has  quite  blotted  me  out 
of  their  minds. 

As  to  what  thou  defireft  farther  to  know  concerning 
China,  my  brother  fays,  that  empire  contains  4400  wall¬ 
ed  towns  and  cities  ;  3000  caftles  and  towers  of  defence 
on  the  frontiers,  wherein  are  always  garrifoned  a  million 
of  foldiers,  who  are  relieved  at  due  times  by  others  of 
equal  number.  There  are  a  million  alfo  conftantly  kept 
in  pay  to  guard  the  governors  of  provinces,  ambaffadors, 
and  other  officers  of  date  ;  the  Emperor  of  China  main¬ 
taining  five  hundred  thoufand  horfe  to  attend  his  perfon. 
All  this  is  in  time  of  peace.  But,  upon  any  revolt  or 
invafion,  the  forces  are  innumerable.  There  are  in  China 
331  bridges,  remarkable  for  their  ftrength  and  magni¬ 
ficence  beyond  all  others  in  the  world  ;  2099  mountains ; 
lakes  and  medicinal  fountains  1472;  1159  triumphal 
arches  and  other  monuments,  erefted  in  honour  of  valiant 
and  learned  men  ;  272  libraries,  abounding  with  all  man¬ 
ner  of  excellent  books  ;  temples  300,000,  and  as  many 
priefts,  befides  the  convents  of  their  religious.  They 
reverence  3036  male  faints,  and  208  female  ;  all  which 
have  temples  dedicated  to  their  honour,  befides  thofe 
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which  are  confecrated  to  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  fire, 
air,  earth,  and  water,  and  to  the  heavens,  which  compre¬ 
hend  all,  and  to  the  celeftial  gods,  who  rule  all,  and  to 
the  Supreme  God,  creator  of  the  worlds.  In  thefe 
temples  they  celebrate  the  praifes  of  their  gods  and 
heroes  with  mufic  and  fongs,  incenfe  and  facrifices  ;  be¬ 
lieving,  that  all  things  which  are  confpicuous  for  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  their  nature,  or  from  which  mankind  receives 
any  general  or  extraordinary  benefit,  ought  to  be  wor- 
fhipped  with  divine  honours.  In  this  they  differ  not 
from  the  ancient  pagans  of  Greece  and  Rome,  w’ho  had 
almoft  as  many  gods  and  goddeffes  as  there  were  feveral 
creatures  in  the  world,  fo  that  there  was  no  beginning 
nor  ending  of  their  fuperftitions ;  and  the  moft  learned 
and  contemplative  of  their  priefls  found  the  ceremonies 
of  their  religion  to  be  an  inextricable  labyrinth,  where 
they  w’ere  often  loft.  Certainly  happy  are  the  faithful 
muffulmans,  who  adore  but  one  God,  the  fountain  of  the 
univerfe,  without  entangling  themfelves  in  the  abfurdities 
of  infidels. 

The  Chinefe  are  great  admirers  of  themfelves,  and 
their  own  nation  ;  believing,  that  no  people  can  Hand  in 
competition  with  them  for  learning,  wifdom,  and  riches. 
They  have  a  very  contemptible  idea  of  all  other  countries, 
with  their  inhabitants,  efteeming  them  either  as  idiots  or 
monfters. 

This  conceitednefs  is  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  the 
reft  of  the  world,  for  they  feldom  or  never  travel  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  own  empire. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  more  of  this  people,  but  it 
will  be  better  for  thee  to  hear  it  from  my  brother,  who 
has  been  there,  and  can  give  thee  ample  fatisfa&ion  in 
all  thii.gs  relating  to  that  empire.  I  have  wrote  to  him 
to  go  and  kifs  the  dull  before  thy  feet.  If  thou  makeft 
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trial  of  his  abilities,  thou  wilt  find  him  improved  by  his 
travels,  a  man  fit  for  bufmefs,  and  one  in  whom  thou 
mayeft  confide,  which  is  a  virtue  never  enough  to  be^ 
prized  in  thefe  corrupt  times. 

In  thefe  thingB,  however,  mingle  thy  own  difcretion . 
with  the  kindnefs  of  a  countryman,  and  the  affettion 
a  friend. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XXII. — Tt  Cornezan,  Bajfa. 

W ere  Ovid  alive,  the  events  of  this  year  would  afford 
him  matter  for  new  fiftions.  He  would  either  tell  us, 
that  the  goddefs  of  love  had  fet  a  fpell  upon  Mars,  and 
charmed  him  into  good  nature,  or,  that  he  had  drank  fo 
large  a  draught  of  Nepenthe,  as  had  made  him  forget 
his  old  trade  of  embroiling  mortals  in  war.  However  it 
be,  Hymen  feems  to  have  the  greateft  fhare  in  this  year’s 
aftions ;  for,  inftead  of  battles  and  fieges,  the  Nazarene 
princes  have  been  engaged  in  encounters  of  a  fofter  cha- 
rafter,  the  gentle  affairs  of  love  and  marriage. 

In  the  firft  moon,  the  new  King  of  Poland,  whom 
they  call  John  Cafimir,  married  the  widow  of  his  de- 
ceafed  brother :  In  the  ninth,  the  Prince  of  Hainault 
efpoufed  the  Duke  of  Holftein’s  daughter  :  And  the  lafl 
moon  was  remarkable  for  two  matches  ;  one  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  with  Anna  Maria,  the  German  Emperor’s 
daughter  ;  the  other  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua  with  Ifa- 
bella  Clara  of  Auftria. 

Thefe  are  all  brufhing  forward  in  the  crowd  of  the 
living  :  they  are  bufy  in  augmenting  the  generations  of 
men,  whilft  others  of  as  high  blood  are  gone  to  increafe 
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the  number  of  the  dead,  being  enrolled  among!!  the 
ghofts,  and  made  denizons  in  the  region  of  Ihadows. 

The  Emprefs  of  Germany  died  in  the  fifth  moon  ;  the 
*  Duke  of  Braganza  in  the  ninth  ;  the  Duchefs  of  Mo- 
.  dena  in  the  eighth  ;  and  a  certain  German  Prince,  whofe 
herame  1  have  forgot,  died  in  the  moon  of  Odtober.  Be- 
rfides  thefe,  death  has  alfo  arrefted  Oflalmfki,  the  great 
chancellor  of  Poland  ;  Wrangel,  general  of  the  Swedilh. 
army  ;  Frederic,  the  German  ambaffador  at  Rome  ;  Fer¬ 
dinand,  Eledtor  of  Cologne  ;  and  the  Viceroy  of  Bo¬ 
hemia,  who  was  by  his  enemies  thrown  out  of  a  window, 
and  his  brains  dalhed  out ;  fo  that  though  Mars  may 
have  feemed  to  lie  dormant  this  year,  yet  his  companion 
in  mifchief,  old  Saturn,  has  been  very  adlive,  as  the 
aftrologers  fay,  who  attribute  all  events  to  the  influx  of 
the  liars.  Some  are  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  eclipfes  of 
the  fun  and  moon,  this  year,  were  prefages  of  the  death 
of  thefe  great  perfons.  They  might  as  well  plead,  that 
the  daily  rifing  and  fetting  of  thofe  luminaries  portended 
all  the  tragical  events  that  happened  on  earth  ;  fince  it 
is  not  more  natural  for  them  to  continue  unalterably 
moving  from  ealt  to  weft,  than  it  is  for  them  to  be  ob- 
fcured,  at  certain  determined  ftations,  in  their  journey, 
by  interpofitions  which  happen  of  courfe. 

We  are  ftrangersto  the  chronologies  of  the  Chinefe  and 
Indian  Gentiles  :  Neither  can  any  good  account  be  now 
given  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  and  Afiyrian  records. 
They  run  many  ages  back  beyond  the  common  epocha  of 
the  beginning  of  the  world. 

But  the  whole  fyftem  of  known  hiftory  relates  but 
two  extraordinary  or  preternatural  changes  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fun  during  thefe  fix  thoufand  years. 

One,  when  that  luminary  flood  ftill  in  the  time  of 
Jehoftnia;  general  of  the  Ifraelites,  to  ferve  the  ends  of 
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deftiny,  and  prolong  the  light  of  the  day  to  a  double 
proportion,  till  the  oppoilte  army  was  quite  deftroyed, 
and  not  one  of  the  uncircumcifed  could  efcape  the  fwords 
of  the  victorious  fons  of  Jacob. 

That  day  proved  a  long  night  to  their  antipodes  : 
They  turned  themfelves  in  their  beds,  when  they  had 
outflept  the  ufual  hours  of  night,  and  faid  in  their  hearts, 
“  Surely  the  fun  is  fallen  afleep,  or  is  banqueting  with 
the  gods  of  the  fea  :  Perhaps  Thetis  detains  him  in  her 
embraces,  whilft  the  tritons  fallen  his  {lumbers  with  their 
fofteft  mufic  ;  or  Neptune  regales  in  the  palaces  of  the 
deep.”  Thus  the  difconfolate  nations  argued  in  their 
chambers ;  they  were  alarmed  with  fears  of  unknown 
events. 

Such  as  dwelt  on  the  borders  of  the  earth,  and  were 
accuftomed  to  mark  the  conftant  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
the  fea,  admired  the  delay  of  the  ufual  tides,  and  aflced, 
what  was  become  of  the  moon  ?  for  that  planet  alfo  flood 
{till  with  the  fun. 

The  light  of  their  fouls  was  eclipfed,  and  their  reafon 
laboured  under  a  greater  darknefs  than  that  which  trou¬ 
bled  their  eyes.  They  were  ignorant  of  the  works  of 
God  ;  and  knew  not  that  the  celeftial  orbs  flood  ftill  at 
the  command  of  the  fpirit  which  formed  them,  even  at 
the  word  of  the  prophet  infpired  from  above. 

So  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  King  of  the  Jews,  the 
fun  went  back  in  his  circuit,  and  all  the  frame  of  Heaven 
was  retrograde,  to  confirm  the  prophet’s  good  news, 
when  he  told  the  Tick  king,  that  Fate  had  prolonged  his 
life  for  fifteen  years.  This  was  in  the  days  of  Merodach 
Baladan,  the  King  of  Babylon,  who  fent  ambaffadors  to 
congratulate  Hezekiah’s  miraculous  recovery. 

Befides  thefe,  nothing  has  happened  to  the  fun,  or 
any  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  beyond  the  ordinary  courfe 
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of  Nature.  A  man  may  as  well  prognofticate,  from 
cloudy  weather,  the  calamities  of  emperors  and  meaner 
men,  as  from  the  eclipfes  of  the  fur.  and  moon,  fince  the 
one,  as  well  as  the  other,  obfcures  the  light  of  thofe 
heavenly  bodies  ;  and  the  former  quite  hides  them  from 
us,  which  is  the  greater  eclipfe  of  the  two. 

Let  us  pray  Heaven  to  grant  us  the  continual  ufe  of 
our  fenfes,  and  not  to  eclipfe  the  light  of  our  reafon,  and 
we  need  fear  no  difafters  from  the  common  appearances 
of  nature. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  Moon  Chaban,  of  the  Year  1649. 


BOOK  II. 

LETTER  I. — To  Muhammed  Eremit,  Inhabitant  of 
the  Prophetic  Cave  in  Arabia  the  Happy. 

Pardon  my  importunity,  if  I  this  once  trouble  thee 
with  an  addrefs  of  fcruples,  begging  thy  counfel  in  the 
affairs  of  my  foul.  I  feem  to  myfelf  as  a  traveller  loft  in 
a  wildernefs  of  doubts  and  uncertainties,  without  guide 
or  condudf.  Not  that  I  queftion  the  truth  of  our  holy 
religion,  or  miftruft  the  authority  of  the  Sent  of  GOD. 
Certainly  I  revere  the  Book  of  Glory,  whofe  facred  ver- 
ficles  are  tranfcribed  on  my  heart.  But  there  is  wanting 
to  every  man  a  particular  condudt  in  the  intricacies  of 
this  life.  I  have  not  the  art  of  applying  the  general  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  law  to  my  own  perfonal  occafions  and  necef- 
fities.  Infinite  difficulties  arife  from  my  daily  affairs. 
My  converfation  with  infidels,  and  the  duty  I  owe  my 
great  mafter,  entangle  my  confcience,  I  am  embarraffed 
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on  all  hands ;  and,  whillt  I  ftudy  to  conferve  purity,  I 
find  myfelf  ftill  defiled. 

I  am  no  heretic,  nor  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  arc 
predeftinated  to  be  damned  for  the  injurious  love  they 
bear  to  Hali  ;  injurious,  I  fay,  becaufe  it  derogates  from 
the  honour  they  owe  to  Omar,  Ofman,  and  Ebubecher, 
the  true  fucceffors  of  the  apoftle  of  God. 

As  I  firmly  believe  the  Alcoran,  fo  I  give  an  entire 
faith  to  the  Book  of  Affonah,  or  the  Agreement  of  the 
Wife,  with  the  writings  of  the  four  principal  imaums, 
Haniff,  Schafi,  Melechi,  and  Hambeli  ;  and  1  am  refign- 
ed  to  the  fentence  of  the  mufti,  as  our  fathers  were  of 
old  to  the  oraculous  determinations  of  the  Babylonian 
caliphs.  I  curfe  the  Kyzilbafchi  with  as  much  devotion 
as  I  pray  for  the  health  and  felicity  of  true  believers.  I 
fpit  at  the  naming  of  them  who  deny  the  chapter  of  the 
Covering,  and  the  verficles  brought  down  by  the  Squire 
of  Gabriel,  in  honour  of  the  prophet’s  wife.  I  never 
lifted  up  my  hand  againft  any  who  defeended  from  the 
divine  meffenger  ;  and  if  in  my  pafiion  I  have  ever  curf- 
ed  a  muffulman,  I  took  of  the  dull  under  his  feet,  and. 
laid  it  on  my  lips,  before  the  lhadow  of  the  fun  had  ad¬ 
vanced  a  hair’s  breadth  ;  and  fo  I  hindered  the  fwift  re¬ 
corder  of  our  words  from  regiftering  the  imprecation  ; 
for  that  duft,  I  believe,  has  power  to  blot  out  the  me¬ 
morials  of  our  evil  words  and  works. 

When  I  meet  a  Santone,  or  one  of  thofe  divinely  mad, 
I  put  in  practice  the  leffon  of  Orchanes,  and  honouring 
the  holy  frantic,  I  fall  down  and  adore  virtue  in  that  con¬ 
temptible  difguife. 

I  negledl  none  of  the  purifications  commanded  by  our 
holy  lawgiver,  but  rather  add  thofe  that  we  Arabians 
have  received  by  tradition  from  our  fathers,  the  fons  of 
Ifrnael ;  yet,  I  hope,  in  cafe  of  negleft,  fome  indulgence 
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is  allowable  to  a  mufiulman  in  a  country  of  infidels.  I 
ufe  the  wafhing  of  Abdeft  at  all  times  in  my  chamber, 
where  no  curious  eye  can  obferve  my  cleanlinefs,  or  fuf- 
picious  apprehenfion  draw  conclufions  of  my  being  a  Ma¬ 
hometan.  But  I  cannot  thus  pradlife  the  wafhing  of  Ta- 
haret,  there  being  not  fuch  convenicncies  for  that  pur- 
pofe  in  Paris  as  in  Conftantinople  ;  yet  I  am  careful  to 
fupply  this  want  by  other  methods  of  purity,  otherwife  I 
fhould  be  an  abomination  to  myfelf.  There  is  no  necef- 
fity  that  I  fhould  frequent  the  bath,  who  never  touched 
a  woman  ;  yet  I  often  go  into  the  river,  taking  ,  a  boat 
with  me  for  that  end,  and  caufing  myfelf  to  be  .  rowed 
half  a  league  from  the  city,  where,  in  a  little  bay  or 
creek,  I  wafli  my  whole  body,  that  I  may  do  fomething 
beyond  the  obligations  of  the  law,  to  expiate  the  invo¬ 
luntary  breaches  of  my  duty  :  Yet,  after  ail  this,  I  can 
not  call  myfelf  clean. 

I  pray  at  the  appointed  hours  ;  or,  at  leaf!,  if  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  my  commiffion  hinder  me  from  complying  with 
the  law  as  to  the  exa£t  times  of  the  day,  I  atone  for  that 
negledl,  by  watching  the  greateft  part  of  the  night ; 
and,  to  the  orifons  appointed  by  authority,  I  add  fuper- 
numerary  prayers  of  my  own,  to  evidence  the  fincerity 
of  my  devotion. 

I  fail  and  give  alms,  according  to  my  ability  ;  I  be¬ 
llow  much  time  in  reading  and  meditating  on  the  Alco¬ 
ran  ;  in  a  word,  I  do  all  that  my  reafon  tells  me  is  ne- 
ccffary  to  render  me  a  good  mufiulman,  and  yet  I  have 
no  peace  in  my  mind.  Methinks  I  fee  our  holy  Prophet 
furrowing  his  brows  at  me,  and  darting  angry  looks  from 
his  paradife  :  He  feems  to  reproach  me  with  uncleannefs 
and  infidelity.  By  day  my  imagination  troubles  me,  and 
at  night  I  am  terrified  with  fearful  dreams,  which  makes 
me  conclude,  that  notwithftanding  all  my  obedience  to 
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the  law,  and  the  ftridteft  care  I  take  to  acquit  myfelf  a 
true  believer,  yet  I  am  far  fhort  of  my  aim  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  number  myfelf  with  thofe  with  whom  God  is  dif- 
pleafed. 

It  is  impofiible  to  exprefs  the  horror  which  this  thought 
creates  in  me.  I  am  overwhelmed  fometimes  with  me¬ 
lancholy  and  defpair  ;  and  becaufe  I  am  forced  to  keep 
my  grief  to  myfelf,  without  having  the  privilege  of  vent¬ 
ing  it  to  a  bofom  friend,  it  is  ready  to  burft  my  heart. 

This  is  my  condition  at  certain  feafons,  which  I  efleem 
as  bad,  or  worfe  than  thofe  who  are  doomed  to  Aaraf ; 
for,  as  they  cannot  enjoy  the  felicities  of  paradife,  fo 
they  are  fecured  from  the  torments  of  the  damned  ; 
whereas,  for  ought  I  know,  my  portion  may  be  in  hell. 
Wilt  thou  know  how  I  redrefs  this  evil  temper  of  mind, 
and  what  method  I  take  to  cure  my  melancholy  ?  Re¬ 
ceive  it  not  as  flattery  when  I  tell  thee  thou  art  my  phy- 
fician,  and  the  idea  of  thy  innocent  life  my  medicine. 
When  I  have  rolled  over  ten  thoufand  thoughts,  which 
afford  me  no  eafe  or  relief,  no  fooner  do  I  fix  my  con¬ 
templation  on  the  folitary  of  Mount  Uriel,  but  a  fudden 
beam  of  light  and  comfort  glances  through  my  foul.  I 
promife  myfelf  greater  fatisfaftion  from  thy  advice,  than 
from  all  the  imaums  and  mollahs  of  the  empire. 

Tell  me,  therefore,  O  holy  and  pious  Eremit,  how  I 
flrall  diffipate  thefe  mifts  of  grief  and  fadnefs  which  enve¬ 
lop  my  mind,  and  threaten  to  fuffocate  my  intellect. 

If,  in  this  darknefs  and  confufion,  I  fhould  apply  my¬ 
felf  to  the  difciples  of  Alhazan  for  inftruftion,  they  will 
puzzle  me  with  intricate  niceties  about  the  eflence  and 
unity  of  God,  whereas  I  am  too  much  troubled  already 
with  diftrafting  fpeculations.  I  feek  not  to  dive  into  that 
which  is  incomprehenfible,  but  to  be  inftrudted  in  the 
plain  and  intelligible  way  to  happinefs.  What  imports  it 
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whether  God  be  good  by  his  goodnefs  or  by  his  eflence  ? 
This  is  to  throw  metaphyfical  duft  in  my  eyes,  and  fo 
leave  me  in  a  worfe  condition  than  they  found  me. 

No  better  light  mull  I  expert  from  the  Momfconde- 
ran  ;  for,  if  they  are  drift  obfervers  of  the  law,  fo  am  I, 
where  the  precepts  are  applicable  to  my  condition  and 
circumdances  ;  But  I  want  a  direftion  in  many  emer¬ 
gencies,  for  which  the  Alcoran  feems  to  have  made  no 
provifion,  but  leaves  every  man  to  the  conduft  of  his 
own  prudence  ;  and,  I  mud  confefs,  I  dare  not  trud 
mine  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  Befides,  indead  of  in¬ 
terpreting  to  me,  in  a  plain  dyle,  the  datutes  of  the  law, 
they  will  confound  me  with  high  and  unintelligible  no¬ 
tions  of  the  Divine  attributes,  which  are  fufficient  to 
dazzle  the  intelleft  of  the  brighted  feraphim  ;  and  if 
they  could  once  perfuade  me  to  be  zealous  for  their  fpe- 
culations,  I  might  in  time  turn  fuch  another  religious 
fool  as  was  one  of  their  followers,  the  poet  Namifi,  who 
being  wrapped  in  his  profound  fpeculations  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  unity,  and  hearing  an  imaum  pronounce  the  facred 
fentence,  GOD  is  one,  gave  him  the  lie,  and  told  him, 
that  he  multiplied  the  Divinity  in  afligning  it  any  attri¬ 
bute,  though  it  were  only  that  which  expreffed  his  uni¬ 
ty  ;  for  which  impudent  alfertion  he  was  flayed  alive. 

In  as  bad  a  condition  fhould  I  be  if  I  allied  the  advice 
of  the  Muferin,  thofe  infidels  in  mafquerade,  who,  under 
the  difguife  of  muffulmans,  deny  the  being  of  a  God,  af- 
fert  all  things  to  come  by  chance,  and  live  without  hope 
or  faith  of  another  life  :  For  if  this  were  true,  that  there 
were  no  reward  or  punilhment  of  good  or  bad  works,  I 
would  either  foon  make  my  way  to  earthly  happinefs,  by 
not  boggling  at  any  vice  that  would  conduce  to  that 
end  ;  or,  if  I  failed  in  that  attempt,  I  would  not  tamely 
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wait  for  a  martyrdom  from  men,  but  bravely  rid  myfelf 
of  a  life  which  was  attended  with  nothing  but  mifery. 

Almoll  as  bad  as  thefe  are  the  Hairet,  thofe  Maho¬ 
metan  fceptics  who  dare  not  trull  their  own  reafon,  but 
are  ever  wavering  and  irrefolute.  If  I  Ihotild  feek  for 
inftru&ion  at  their  hands,  they  would  anfwer  me,  “  God 
knows  bell  what  I  ought  to  do  and  fo  leave  me  in  the 
fame  fufpenfe  as  I  was  before. 

Much  worfe  are  the  Guaid,  thofe  morofe  interpreters 
of  the  law  of  mercy,  who  damn  a  man  irrecoverably  to 
hell  for  committing  one  mortal  fin.  This  is  enough  to 
drive  all  mankind  to  defpair. 

Indeed  the  morals  of  the  Sabin  pleafe  me,  who  feem 
to  be  perfeft  Mahometan  lloics,  afcribing  all  events  to 
deftiny,  and  the  influence  of  the  liars.  I  could  willing¬ 
ly  embrace  the  advice  of  philofophers  who  appear  fo  void 
of  paffion  ;  but  I  could  never  join  with  them  in  adoring 
the  lun,  moon,  and  conllellations  of  heaven,  becaufe  the 
Alcoran  has  exprefsly  forbidden  it ;  and  were  there  no 
fuch  prohibition,  my  own  reafon  would  convince  me  that 
I  ought  as  well  to  adore  the  lire  for  warming  me,  and 
ferving  my  other  neceffities,  or  the  water  for  quenching 
my  thirll,  and  purifying  me,  or  my  own  hands  for  feed¬ 
ing  me,  as  to  pay  thefe  divine  honours  to  the  celellial 
bodies,  fince  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  a£l  according 
to  their  nature. 

In  a  word,  of  all  the  innumerable  fedls  into  which  the 
muffulman  empire  is  divided,  I  cannot  expe£l  entire  fa- 
tisfaclion  from  any  ;  for,  if  they  appear  orthodox  in  fome 
tenets,  in  others  they  are  manifeMy  heretical.  Yet  I  can¬ 
not  but  fet  a  higher  value  on  fome  than  others,  as  their 
doctrines  and  practices  approach  nearer  to  reafon  and 
truth  ;  for  I  am  not  yet  fuch  an  academic  as  to  afle  that 
mock  queltion,  What  is  truth  ? 
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Doubtlefs  our  fathers  knew  it,  and  the  Meffenger  of 
God  was  fent  to  divulge  it  on  earth.  But  if  ignorance, 
fuperftition  and  error,  have  banifned  it  from  courts  and 
cities,  let  us  feek  it  in  the  defects.  Perhaps  we  may  find 
this  wanderer  among  the  rocks  and  woods  ;  or,  it  is  pof- 
iible,  file  has  dickered  herfelf  in  fome  den  or  cave,  as 
hoping  for  greater  favour  from  the  wfild  hearts  than  from 
the  fociety  of  men. 

If  truth  be  nowhere  to  be  found  entire,  but  has  divid¬ 
ed  herfelf  among  the  different  religions  and  feels  in  the 
world,  then,  rather  than  mifs  of  this  divine  jewel,  I  will 
fearch  for  it  in  fragments ;  and  whatfoever  is  rational  and 
pious  in  any  fe<ft,  I  will  embrace,  without  concerning 
rnyfelf  in  their  follies  and  vices. 

After  all,  the  Munafihi  feem  to  me  the  only  orthodox 
and  illuminated  of  GOD,  who,  declining  the  private  by¬ 
ways  of  fchifmatics,  walk  in  the  high  road  of  priftine 
juftice  and  piety,  following  the  fteps  of  the  ancients,  and 
obeying  the  traditions  which  know  no  origin.  Among 
thefe  thou  appeared  as  another  Pythagoras,  confirming 
them  by  thy  example  in  an  innocent  life  ;  enduring  the 
utmoft  feverities  of  abftinence,  rather  than  be  guilty  of 
fhedding  the  blood  of  thofe  creatures  which  the  great 
Lord  of  all  things  created  to  enjoy  the  herbage  of  the 
field,  and  to  partak,e  of  the  common  bleffings  of  Nature 
as  well  as  we. 

To  thee,  therefore,  I  have  rccourfe,  as  to  an  oracle. 
Tell  me,  O  facred  Sylvian,  am  I  not  obliged  to  obey  the 
infpirations  of  my  nature,  or  better  genius,  which  tells 
me,  it  is  a  butcherly  and  inhuman  life  to  feed  on  flaugh- 
tered  animals  ?  Did  not  all  thofe  who  aimed  at  perfec¬ 
tion  among  the  primitive  difciples  of  the  Prophet  abftain 
from  murdering  the  brutes  ?  It  is  true,  the  Meffenger 
of  GOD  did  not  pofitively  enjoin  abftinence  from  flefli, 
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yet  lie  recommended  it  as  a  divine  counfel ;  and  thofe  to 
whom  he  indulged  the  liberty  of  eating  it,  he  tied  up  to 
certain  conditions.  Do  not  all  the  religious  orders  preach 
up  abfrinence,  both  in  their  fermons  and  lives  ?  I  make 
no  longer  doubt,  but  the  corruption  of  manners,  and  vo- 
luptuoufnefs  of  men,  are  the  caufes  that  this  ancient  fo- 
brietv  is  now  difufed  and  flighted.  My  own  experience 
confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  who  have  often  attempted 
to  live  iu  abflinence,  but,  by  the  force  of  a  voracious  ap¬ 
petite,  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  carried  back  to  my  old  in¬ 
temperance. 

Yet,  in  eating  fiefn,  I  have  been  precifely  careful  to 
obfcrve  the  prohibitions  of  our  holy  Prophet,  fo  long  as 
it  was  in  my  power.  I  never  knowingly  tailed  of  blood,, 
nor  of  any  thing  ftrangled  or  knocked  down.  But  it  is. 
impoffible  for  me  to  allure  myfelf  of  this,  or  that  all  the 
flcih  I  eat  was  killed  in  pronouncing  that  tremendous 
name  which  gave  it  life.  Neither  could  I  once  efcape  a 
neceffity  of  eating  fwine’s  flelh. 

But  I  abominate  myfelf  for  this  involuntary  crime  ; 
and,  to  obviate  the  like  temptation  for  the  future,  I  will 
talle  of  nothing  that  has  breathed  the  common  air,  being 
inclined  to  believe  the  Metempfychofis,  which,  if  it  be 
true,  I  with  for  no  greater  happinefs,  than  that  in  my 
next  change  my  foul  may  pafs  into  the  body  of  the  ca¬ 
mel  which  (hail  carry  thee  to  Mecca. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


II. — To  Minezim  Aluph,  Bajfa. 

M  y  intelligence  from  the  Imperial  Porte  fometimes  ar¬ 
rives  late,  either  through  the  negledt  of  Kifur  Dramelec, 
to  whom  that  care  is  committed,  or  through  the  badnefy 
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of  the  roads,  which  many  times  are  impaffable,  befides 
the  frequent  hops  and  interceptions  of  the  pods  in  this 
time  of  war,  which  is  the  reafon  I  do  not  always  hear  of 
the  alterations  at  the  fevaglio,  and  the  changes  that  are 
made  in  the  governments  of  the  fhining  empire  till  many 
moons  are  paffed.  Who  is  exalted,  or  who  made  Man- 
foul,  are  things  to  which  Mahmut  is  for  a  time  a  great 
ft-r  anger. 

Therefore  thou  haft  ro  reafon  to  be  offended  that  I 
am  thus  late  in  fending  to  thee  my  congratulatory  ad- 
drefs  ;  but  reft  confident,  that  I  wilh  thee  increafe  of 
happinefs,  like  the  fprouting  of  the  palm. 

As  a  mark  of  my  duty  and  affedtiori,  I  ftiall  now  ac¬ 
quaint  thee  with  news,  which,  though  it  may  feem 
©1  Imall  import  to  the  divan,  yet  has  ltartled  all  Eu¬ 
rope. 

It  is  the  imprifonment  of  three  of  the  French  princes  ; 
not  thofe  of  the  ordinary  rank,  but  branches  of  the  roy¬ 
al  ftem,  whofe  names  are  not  unknown  in  the  feraglio, 
the  refidence  of  fame.  They  are  the  Princes  of  Conde 
and  Conti,  brothers,  and  the  Duke  of  Longueville,  huf- 
band  to  their  filler.  They  are  the  principal  fubjedts  in 
this  nation  ;  all  three  having  the  majeftic  blood  of  the 
kings  of  France  running  in  their  veins. 

They  owe  their  confinement  to  Cardinal  Mazarini,  or 
rather  to  their  own  inartificial  conduct.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  is  a  paffionate  man,  and  has  never  learned  how  to 
conceal  his  refentments.  When  he  firft  returned  from 
the  battle  of  Lens  in  Flanders,  whereof  I  formerly  gave 
an  account,  the  infurredlion  in  Paris  began.  The  prince 
blocked  up  the  city,  and  promifed  the  cardinal  (again!! 
whom  alone  all  this  ftorm  was  raifed),  that  he  would 
cither  bring  him  back  in  triumph  to  Paris,  or  die  in  the 
attempt.  He  performed  his  word  ;  and  the  cardinal  rode 
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through  the  ftreets  of  Paris  in  the  fame  coach  with  the 
king,  queen,  and  all  the  royal  blood,  after  the  fiege  was 
railed,  and  a  peace  concluded  ;  and  the  prince,  when  he 
aliehted  out  of  the  coach,  addrefied  himfelf  thus  to  the 
cardinal  :  “  Now,  Sir,  I  efteem  myfelf  the  happieft  man 
in  the  world,  in  that  I  have  been  able  to  perform  my 
engagement,  in  bringing  your  eminence  back  to  Paris  ; 
and  that  by  my  prefence,  the  hatred  which  the  multitude 
have  for  your  perfon  was  repreffed  whilft  we  palled 
through  the  ftreets.” 

This  too  nearly  touched  the  cardinal ;  and  indeed  the 
queen,  with  all  the  reft,  were  fenfible  that  the  prince 
had  too  far  overlhot  himfelf  in  this  laft  exprefiion.  How¬ 
ever,  the  cardinal  replied  in  a  kind  of  modefty,  not 
wholly  void  of  choler  and  difdain  :  “  Sir,  you  have  not 
only  obliged  me  to  that  height,  but  have  done  the  king¬ 
dom  fo  conliderable  a  fervice  in  this  aftion,  that  I  fear 
neither  their  majefties  nor  myfelf  lhall  be  ever  in  a  Hate 
to  make  you  anfwerable  compenfation.” 

Thofe  who  ftood  by  and  heard  thefe  interchangeable 
difcourfes,  were  apt  to  interpret  the  firft  for  a  reproach, 
and  the  fecond  as  a  menace  ;  fince  it  is  not  ufual  for 
great  men  to  overvalue  the  fervices  they  do  their  king 
and  country  ;  and  for  princes,  when  they  cannot  duly 
reward  an  eminent  performance,  to  turn  their  gratitude 
into  hatred. 

This  is  certain,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  has  prefum¬ 
ed  much  on  the  merit  of  his  late  fervices  ;  and  it  was  not 
eafy  for  the  queen  or  the  cardinal  to  invent  fuch  acknow¬ 
ledgments  as  he  expefted  ;  for  he  imagined  they  ought 
to  deny  him  nothing,  who  had  fo  often  hazarded  his  life 
for  their  intereft. 

It  was  on  this  ground  he  thought  he  had  a  right  te 
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interpofe  in  a  marriage  which  Mazarini  defigned  to  make 
between  one  of  his  nieces  and  the  Duke  of  Mercoeur. 

This  duke  is  of  a  family  which  lias  been  a  long  time 
at  variance  with  that  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  prince  was  jealous,  left  the  cardinal,  by  the  in¬ 
tended  match,  ftiould  fortify  his  intereft  among  the 
prince’s  enemies,  and  fo  be  in  a  condition  not  to  want 
his  proteftion,  the  only  thing  he  was  ambitious  of ;  for, 
could  he  have  once  reduced  the  cardinal  to  this  neceflity, 
he  himfelf  had  been  abfolute  mailer  at  court ;  therefore 
he  oppofedthe  match  with  all  vigour  and  induftry.  This 
nettled  the  cardinal ;  he  complains  to  the  queen  of  the 
prince’s  unkindnefs  ;  Ihe  intercedes,  and  ufes  her  utmoft 
endeavours  to  reconcile  the  prince  to  this  marriage  ;  but 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Longueville,  had  fo  pofTeffed 
the  prince  with  a  jealoufy  of  the  cardinal’s  proceedings, 
that  no  arguments  could  prevail  on  him,  or  overcome  his 
fixed  averfion  for  Mazarini’s  defigned  alliance  with  the 
houfe  of  Vendofme  (fo  they  call  the  family  from  whence 
the  Duke  of  Mercoeur  is  fprung).  He  rails  at  the  car¬ 
dinal,  and  lampoons  him  in  all  companies  ;  this  begets 
ill  blood  in  the  fupreme  minifter  of  ftate,  who  fecretly  re- 
folves  the  prince’s  ruin. 

In  this,  his  policy  and  malice  exceeded  the  petty  re¬ 
venges  of  the  prince  ;  who  being  of  a  frank,  open  heart, 
contented  himfelf  with  railleries  and  fatirical  expreflions, 
whilft  the  cardinal  concealed  his  anger  under  the  mafk  of 
extraordinary  civilities  ;  returning  all  the  contempts  of 
the  prince,  with  a  refpeft  which  feemed  to  fpeak  much 
affection  and  devoir. 

He  has  been  a  long  time  tampering  with  a  faftion 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Frondeurs.  Thefe  were 
bis  enemies,  not  fo  much  in  hatred  of  his  perfon,  as  out 
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of  a  zeal  to  ferve  their  country,  which  they  imagined  was 
opprefled  under  the  conduct  of  this  minifter. 

Thefe  he  has  lately  gained  over  to  his  party,  by  rc- 
prefenting  to  them  the  Prince  of  Conde  as  the  author  of 
all  thofe  evils  which  they  afcribed  to  himfelf ;  whilft  at 
the  fame  time  he  perfuaded  the  prince,  that  they  had 
fome  defign  againft  his  perfon.  Thus  he  artificially 
blinded  both  parties,  and  engaged  them  in  mutual  re¬ 
venges,  privately  animating  the  Frondeurs  againft  the 
prince,  and  provoking  the  prince  to  feek  the  ruin  of  the 
Frondeurs.  By  this  trap  the  prince  was  inveigled  to 
confent,  and  give  orders  for  his  own  imprifonment, 
whilft  lie  was  made  to  believe  the  arreft  was  defigned 
againft  his  enemies ;  and  the  people  were  fatisfted,  fince 
they  were  perfuaded  the  fadtion  Gf  the  Frondeurs  had  a 
hand  in  the  plot. 

The  1 8th  of  the  laft  moon  the  three  princes  were  ta¬ 
ken  into  cuftody,  and  fent  to  a  place  they  call  the  Caftle 
of  the  Wood  of  Vinciennes,  fome  leagues  from  Paris. 
The  fame  day  the  queen  fent  for  the  Duchefs  of  Lon- 
gueville  to  come  to  her,  but  the  wary  duchefs  would 
not  put  herfelf  into  a  cage  ;  fire  immediately  fled  in  dif- 
guife  to  a  fea  town  belonging  to  her  hufband. 

It  is  faid,  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  notice  given  him 
of  his  defigned  imprifonment,  but  that  he  would  not  e- 
fcape,  projecting  to  himfelf  fome  greater  advantages  from 
the  difeontents  of  the  people  (who  now  behold  him  as  a 
patriot),  than  from  a  clandeftine  or  fugitive  liberty.  This 
is  certain,  his  coach  broke  on  the  road  between  Paris 
and  Vinciennes  ;  and  it  is  thought  his  friends  might  eafi- 
ly  have  refeued  him  ;  for  this  accident  occafioned  a  flop 
of  fix  hours  in  their  journey,  time  enough  to  have  railed 
a  thoufand  men  to  his  relief,  being  only  guarded  by  fix- 
teen  cavaliers.  But  it  feems  he  courts  the  cardinal’s  per- 
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fe  ution,  that  he  may  have  deeper  grounds  for  revenge. 
I  know  not  whether  his  policy  is  juiufiable  or  no  ;  but, 
if  T  were  in  his  circumflances,  I  fhould  hardly  take  this 
method  to  gratify  my  fefentments,  which  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  I  Ihould  not  be  in  a  condition  to  accomplifh  till  the 
Greek  calends,  that  is,  never. 

Paris.  4th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  165®. 


III. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

The  devotees  among  the  Franks  talk  much  of  the  ju¬ 
bilee  that  is  to  be  celebrated  this  year  at  Rome.  They 
enrich  their  fancies  with  the  hopes  of  I  know  not  what 
fpiritual  treafure,  which  the  Roman  mufti,  or  pontiff, 
.will  diftribute  among  the  pilgrims  that  refort  to  Rome, 
during  this  holy  year. 

This,  as  I  am  told,  is  celebrated  in  imitation  of  the 
fabbatical  year,  formerly  obferved  by  the  Jews  when  they 
pofTeffed  the  Holy  Land.  The  Hebrew  writers,  fuch 
as  Jofephus  and  others,  call  that  alfo  the  year  of  jubi¬ 
lee.  Their  cabbalifls,  like  the  Pythagoreans,  pretended 
to  derive  great  myfteries  from  certain  numbers  ;  and  the 
number  feven  was  had  in  particular  veneration  by  the 
Hebrews  :  therefore  they  kept  every  feventh  day,  week, 
and  year  holy.  In  the  feventh  year  it  was  not  lawful  to 
till  the  ground,  plant  vineyards,  or  fow  any  feed ;  and 
when  feven  times  feven  years  were  expired,  the  year  of 
jubilee  was  proclaimed,  being  always  the  fiftieth  :  they 
proclaimed  it  by  trumpets  throughout  the  whole  country 
of  Palefline,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  ;  and  the  Muezins 
cried  in  the  gates  of  their  cities  and  fynagogues,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  jubilee,  “  Let  every  man  return  this 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


87 


year  to  his  own  pofieffion  and  tribe,  whether  he  be  a 
flave  or  free.  He  that  has  fold  his  houfes  or  lands,  if  he 
was  not  before  able  to  redeem  them,  let  him  this  year 
take  poffefiion  of  his  inheritance.  He  that  is  become 
another  man’s  flave,  and  neither  himfelf  nor  his  friends 
can  redeem  him,  let  him  this  year  be  difmiffed,  and  fent 
home  to  the  family  to  which  he  belongs ;  for  henceforth 
he  is  free  by  the  indulgence  of  the  law.  Let  no  man 
fow  the  ground,  nor  gather  the  fruits  that  grow  of 
themfelves  this  year  :  but  let  the  earth,  as  well  as  its  in¬ 
habitants,  enjoy  liberty  and  reft  ;  for  this  is  the  year  of 
grace  and  divine  bounty.” 

After  this  manner  was  the  Hebrew  jubilee  proclaimed 
and  obferved  ;  and  they  fay,  from  hence  arofe  the  cuftom 
among  the  Chriftians,  who  in  many  things  may  be  ftylcd 
the  Jews  apes.  But  others  fay,  that  the  prefent  Roman 
jubilee  is  derived  from  the  fecular  games,  celebrated  by 
their  Pagan  anceftors,  in  regard  this  was  renewed  every 
hundred  years  at  firft,  even  as  thofe  games  were  ;  whence 
it  was,  that  the  cryer  in  thofe  days,  at  the  indiftion  of 
the  fecular  games,  Paid,  “  Come  to  the  plays  which  no 
man  living  has  yet  feen,  nor  fhall  ever  fee  again.”  For, 
man’s  life  being  generally  fo  fhort,  they  thought  it  im¬ 
probable  that  any  mortal  fhould  live  to  fee  this  folem- 
nity  repeated. 

The  modern  jubilee  was  firft  publifhed  by  Boniface 
IX.  bifhop  of  Rome,  in  the  year  1300  of  the  Chriftians 
hegira  ;  at  which  time,  he  promifed  full  and  entire  re- 
mifiion  of  fins  to  all  who  fhould  refort  in  pilgrimage  to 
Rome  that  year.  After  him  it  was  celebrated  every 
hundred  year,  according  to  his  inftitution,  till  the  days 
of  Clement  VI.  who,  at  the  inftance  of  the  Roman  citi¬ 
zens,  reduced  it  to  every  fiftieth  year.  Then  Urban  VI. 
another  pope,  reduced  it  to  the  thirty-third  year }  and 
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lafl  of  all,  Paul  II.  contracted  the  interval  to  five-and- 
twenty  years ;  which  fpace  of  time  has  been  obferved  by 
all  his  fucceffors  to  this  day. 

If  thou  wouldft  know  the  reafon  why  they  have  thus 
altered  the  periods,  it  is  for  profit ;  for  in  the  year  of 
jubilee,  there  is  a  vaft  conflux  of  people  from  all  parts 
of  Europe,  who  bring  a  far  greater  treafure  into  the  Ro¬ 
man  coffers,  than  they  carry  away  from  that  city  ;  though 
the  pope,  it  is  faid,  is  very  liberal  of  that  which  they 
call  the  treafure  of  the  church ;  which  is  a  certain  fund 
of  merits  and  fuperabundant  graces,  left  by  the  Mefllah 
and  his  faints  in  the  cuftody  of  this  prelate,  to  fupply  the 
defedts  and  infirmities  of  finful  men  ;  and  they  believe 
it  is  only'  in  his  power  to  difpofe  of  this  heavenly  wealth 
to  whom  he  pleafes.  They  talk  alfo  of  indulgences  and 
pardons,  whereby  the  holy  father  can  redeem  men  from 
all  fin,  and  the  punifhments  that  are  due  to  it ;  and  this 
wonderful  prerogative,  they  fay,  does  not  only  benefit 
the  living,  but  extends  even  to  the  fouls  departed,  whom 
the  pope,  according  to  their  perfuafion,  can  free  from 
the  torments  of  purgatory,  and  at  his  pleafure  admit  into 
the  gates  of  paradife. 

We  that  are  muflulmans  cannot  declaim  againfl  the 
doftrine  of  praying  for  the  dead,  fince  it  is  pradlifed  by 
all  the  faithful  ;  neither  have  we  reafon  to  inveigh  againfl 
indulgencies,  or  releafes  from  penance  ;  but  that  the 
power  of  granting  and  difpenfing  thefe  favours  fhould  be 
only  repofited  in  the  Chriftian  mufti,  will  not  accord 
with  the  faith  of  a  true  believer.  We  know  who  fwore 
by  the  hoofs  of  his  fwift  and  faithful  Elborach,  which 
in  one  night  carried  him  a  journey  of  fix  moons,  that 
from  thenceforth  the  key  of  Aaraf,  or  the  place  of  pri- 
fons,  was  committed  to  him.  Doubtlefs  the  Omnipotent 
can  transfer  his  commiffions  when  and  to  whom  he  pleafes. 
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If  he  once  gave  this  authority  of  remitting  fins  to  the 
Mefiiah,  and  Peter  his  lieutenant,  does  it  follow  that  all 
Peter's  fucceffors,  the  caliphs  of  Rome,  have  retained 
this  privilege  ?  There  have  been  many  good  men  in  that 
feat,  and  not  a  few  wicked  ;  fome  prophets  and  feme 
magicians  ;  a  catalogue  interfperfed  with  faints,  martyrs, 
butchers,  and  devils. 

But  it  is  evident  they  forfeited  their  authority,  when 
they  declined  from  the  truth,  from  the  unblameable  pro- 
feffion  of  the  divine  unity,  and  refilled  the  meffenger  of 
Heaven,  fent  to  corredl  their  errors,  reform  their  vices, 
and  reduce  mankind  to  one  law  of  purity  and  light. 

I  write  not  partially,  nor  am  I  embittered  againft  the 
patriarch  of  the  Romans ;  he  is  a  man,  like  others,  fub- 
jedl  to  the  will  of  deftiny.  The  Babylonian  caliphs,  and 
thofe  of  Egypt,  fucceffively  enjoyed  the  fame  power,  tranf- 
mitted  to  them  from  the  prophet,  who  fealed  up  all  the  for¬ 
mer  difpenfations ;  yet  in  time,  through-their  fins,  they  for¬ 
feited  their  authority,  together  with  their  empire,  when  the 
bright  Ofmans  conquered  all  things.  Then  was  the  pro¬ 
phetic  office  tranflated  to  our  mufti,  the  guide  of  thofe 
who  poffefs  the  fepulchre  of  Mahomet ;  to  him  all  the 
world  ought  to  have  recourfe  for  folution  of  their  doubts, 
direction  in  their  lives,  abfolution  from  their  fins,  and 
for  the  paffport  of  immortality,  the  fefta  required  of  all 
that  enter  the  gates  of  paradife. 

But  all  mortals  are  naturally  tenacious  of  whatfoever 
advances  their  honour  and  inteveft.  Kings  hug  emp¬ 
ty  titles  that  yield  them  no  profit ;  and  the  Roman  bi- 
ffiops  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  themfelves  diverted 
of  the  privileges  which  were  once  annexed  to  that  chair  of 
Peter  :  they  fhow  the  keys,  the  fymbols  of  a  power  which 
they  have  loit  ;  and  the  credulous  Nazarenes  believe  that 
heaven  and  hell  are  opened  and  rtiut  at  their  pleafure. 
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On  the  eve  of  the  Meffiah’s  nativity,  the  prefent  pope 
knocked  three  times  with  a  golden  hammer  at  the  gates  of 
the  principal  mofque  in  Rome,  which  were  then  opened,  to 
fignify  the  enfuing  year  of  jubilee  ;  when  the  Chriftians 
are  perfuaded,  that  heaven  is  open  to  all  that  vifit  Rome 
in  this  holy  time. 

I  wifh  thee  a  life  of  many  jubilees. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


IV.— To  the  Flower  of  High  Dignity,  the  Mojl  Magnifi¬ 
cent  Visier  Azem. 

w  hen  I  firft  heard  the  news  of  the  troubles  that  have 
been  at  Conftantinople,  the  deposition  of  Mahomet,  the 
late  Vizier  Azem,  and  the  advancement  of  the  Janizar- 
Aga  to  that  dignity,  I  imagined  it  had  been  Caffim  Ha* 
li ;  but  it  feems  that  brave  old  foldier  is  elevated  to  a 
more  lofty  ftation  ;  he  has  entered  the  immortal  poffef- 
fions,  being  tranflated  to  an  high  feat ;  for  I  under¬ 
hand  he  has  his  reft  in  paradife.  On  that  hero  be  the 
mercies  of  the  Supremely  Indulgent ;  whilft  I  turn  my- 
feif  to  thee,  his  late  fucceffor  in  that  military  honour, 
but  now  the  lieutenant  of  the  fhadow  of  God.  I  touch 
the  earth  thrice  with  my  forehead,  when  I  falute  thee, 
great  prince  of  the  Viziers,  in  token  of  my  humility  and 
reverence,  and  in  remembrance  of  my  original ;  that  I, 
who  am  but  the  produft  of  duft,  a  mere  worm,  may 
not  commit  an  indecency,  when  I  addrefs  to  the  bright 
image  of  our  auguft  emperor,  who  is  the  type  of  the  fun. 

In  fpeaking  to  perfons  of  thy  immenfe  power,  I  ftrive 
equally  to  ftiun  flattery'  and  difrefpedl  :  endeavouring  to 
deport  myfelf  with  an  even  courie  between  thofe  two 
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extremes,  as  mariners  fteer  between  Scylla  and  Charybdis. 
Thefe  are  dangerous  places  in  the  Sicilian  feas. 

All  Europe  celebrates  thy  praifes,  and  extols  thy 
juftice  for  releafing  the  ambaffador  of  Venice,  imprifoned 
in  the  fourth  moon  of  this  year.  They  fay,  fince  thy 
affumption  to  this  important  trull,  the  Ottoman  Porte 
is  reformed,  arid  grown  more  civilized  ;  (for  the  Franks 
efteem  all  the  followers  of  the  prophet,  who  could  neither 
write  nor  read,  as  barbarians). 

Here  is  much  talk  about  the  defeat  given  to  our 
forces  in  Hungary  :  The  French  fpare  for  no  encomiums 
©n  the  Balia  of  Buda,  who  fought  valiantly  till  his  legs 
were  (hot  off,  and  then  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  up 
and  down  through  the  army  to  encourage  his  foldiers. 
Neither  do  they  diminifh  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  fon, 
who  received  his  death  in  defending  his  father,  at  what 
time  the  old  captain- was  taken  prifoner. 

But  they  blame  the  conduct  of  him  who  befieged  the 
fort  of  Cliffa,  in  regard  he  undertook  it  in  the  wrong 
feafon  of  the  year  :  The  defeft  of  a  general’s  judgment, 
in  fuch  cafes,  is  many  times  fatal  to  an  army.  The 
French  are  the  bell  in  the  world  at  fpying  advantages, 
and  the  moll  dexterous  in  making  ufe  of  them.  Moll 
of  their  campaigns  are  fpent  in  their  trenches,  or  in  light 
Ikirmilhes  ;  feldom  hazarding  a  battle,  unlefs  on  fome 
unequal  terms  to  their  own  interell ;  and  then  they  never 
let  flip  the  opportunity.  This  commends  their  policy,  but 
is  no  great  argument  of  their  courage  ;  for  true  valour 
never  regards  dangers. 

Adonai  the  Jew  fends  me  word,  that  the  Venetians 
are  put  in  great  hopes  of  accommodating  their  affairs 
with  the  myllerious  divan,  fince  the  releafe  of  their 
bailo  ;  yet  both  they  and  all  the  Nazarenes  refent  high¬ 
ly  the  ftrangling  of  his  interpreter. 
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They  underftand  not  the  meafures  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  full  of  wifdom  and  juftice  ;  and  that  by  the  terror 
«f  fuch  examples,  the  minifters  of  the  righteous  throne 
feek  to  prevent  future  wickednefs. 

In  thefe  Weftern  courts,  a  little  gold,  or  a  great 
friend,  Ihall  eafily  palliate  and  procure  a  pardon  for  the 
greateft  crimes.  Their  procefles  here  are  flow  in  the 
execution  of  juftice  ;  being  ftrangers  to  the  impetuous 
orders  and  fwift  performance  praclifed  in  the  Eaft.  Be- 
fides,  this  interpreter  fported  himfelf  to  death  by  the 
h'centioufnefs  of  his  tongue.  He  delighted  to  play  upon 
majefty,  and  with  an  infolent  lafcivioufnefs  of  fpeech,  to 
deceive  him  whofe  high,  fublime,  and  remote  intellect 
ufes  no  other  exprefiions  of  his  wrath  but  the  hands  of 
his  mutes.  It  does  not  become  the  emperor  of  the 
world  to  be  profufe  in  words,  as  the  Chriftian  princes 
are,  who  take  great  pains  to  fatisfy  their  vaffals  of  the 
juftice  of  thtir  proceedings.  They  cannot  condemn  the 
wicked  without  a  formal  procefs,  wherein  various  wits 
ftiovr  their  flciil  in  canvafiing  the  caufe,  which,  upon  fin- 
cere  evidence,  may  be  decided  in  two  words.  This  is 
the  mafquerade  of  Chriftian  juftice,  a  mere  trap  for  gold, 
the  fecret  of  the  Weftern  lawyers,  who  enrich  themfelves 
at  the  price  of  other  men’s  folly,  and  to  the  difgrace  of 
the  monarch  who  there  pretends  to  command. 

Should  thofe  men  of  law  fee  this  letter,  and  know  who 
wrote  it,  how  would  they  not  circumcife  and  flay  the 
zninuteft  dafh  of  my  pen  to  find  arguments  of  revenge 
againft  a  muffulman  ? 

All  men  are  full  of  themfelves,  and  their  own  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  the  Nazarenes  of  the  Weft  are  fo  brimming 
with  them,  that  there  is  no  room  left  for  inftru£t>on  or 
amendment.  Like  the  Chinefcs  they  boaft  of  their  own 
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fcience  and  wifdom,  reputing  all  the  reft  of  the  world 
ignorant  and  blind. 

They  are  fo  narrow  in  their  tenets,  fo  dogmatical  in 
their  decifions,  and  fo  conceited  of  all,  that  it  is  difficult 
for  a  man,  who  has  converfed  in  a  freer  air,  to  frame 
himfelf  to  their  rules. 

By  what  I  have  faid  thou  mayeft  determine,  that  it  is 
no  eafy  talk  for  an  Arabian  native,  bred  in  the  feraglio, 
to  conform  himfelf  adroit  to  the  humours  and  falhions  of 
France  ;  yet  I  curb  all  the  natural  propenfions  of  my 
birth,  blood,  and  education,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  that 
I  may  fervc  the  Grand  Signior.  I  am  incognito  in  all 
refpedls,  fave  thofe  wherein  I  cannot  be  hid  ;  and  I 
would  change  my  mafk  a  hundred  times  over,  rather  than 
fail  of  my  ends. 

What  can  I  fay  more  to  him  who  only  values  a  flave 
for  his  deeds. 

I  turn  not  my  back  on  thee,  fublime  idea  of  abfolute 
power  ;  but,  retiring  after  the  moft  refpedlful  manner  of 
the  Eaft,  I  make  a  thoufand  obeifances,  till  the  antiport 
has  covered  me  from  thy  illuftrious  prefence. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


V. — To  Sedrec  Al’  Girawn,  Chief  Page  of  the 
Treafury. 

Thou  wilt  have  reafon  to  wonder  at  a  man  pretending 
acquaintance  with  thee,  whom  thou  canft  not  remember 
to  have  feen.  It  is  from  my  brother  Pefteli  Hali ,  thy 
former  mafter,  I  received  the  news  of  thy  late  prefer¬ 
ment,  who  art  thyfelf  but  early  in  years  ;  yet  no  time  is 
unfeafonable  to  a  man  mature  in  virtue  and  wifdom. 
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I  knew  thee  an  infant  in  the  arms  of  thy  mother,  the 
widow  of  an  Arabian  foldier,  who  ferved  my  brother  in  the 
wars  of  Perfia.  There  appeared  then  fuch  evident  fymp- 
toms  of  thy  future  wit  and  dexterity,  as  prompted  thy 
father’s  captain  to  take  thee  into  his  protedlion  and  care  ; 
and  thy  mother  by  her  charms  foon  found  a  way  to  his 
bofom. 

I  write  not  thefe  things  to  reproach  thee  with  the 
meannefs  of  thy  birth  :  Thy  merits  equal  thee  with  thofe 
who  are  born  of  nobles.  It  is  not  the  cuftom  of  the 
Eaft  to  prefer  men  for  their  parentage,  or  becaufe  they 
can  (how  the  dufty  ftatues  of  their  ancehors.  This  is 
the  peculiar  overfight  of  the  infidels,  to  give  that  honour 
to  names,  and  men  of  a  noify  defcent,  which  is  only  due 
to  virtue.  There  are  families  in  Rome  at  this  day  who 
boaft  of  their  pedigrees,  and  that  they  fpring  from  the 
renowned  heroes  that  are  recorded  in  the  hiftories  of 
that  empire  :  But  they  glory  in  their  fhame,  iince  they 
are  quite  degenerated  from  the  brave  qualities  which  en¬ 
nobled  their  progenitors,  and  by  their  fordid  adlions  are 
become  a  daily  fubjedl  for  the  defcants  of  Pafquil.  This 
is  an  image  in  a  certain  public  place  in  Rome,  to  which 
in  the  night-time  they  affix  the  libels  which  they  dare 
not  own  ;  a  kind  of  dumb  fatire  on  the  vices  of  the 
grandees,  not  fparing  even  the  chief  mufti  of  the  Chri- 
llians,  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  follies  which  merit  to  come 
wdthin  the  verge  of  a  lampoon. 

It  was  no  contemptible  jeft  which  was  in  this  manner 
put  upon  the  prefent  pope,  and  one  of  his  nephews,  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year.  It  feems  the  good  old 
father  had  advanced  this  fpark  from  a  poor  ignorant 
tailor  to  the  dignity  of  a  Roman  baron  ;  bellowing  on 
him  offices  which  brought  him  a  revenue  fufficient  to 
maintain  his  title  and  porte.  All  the  ancient  nobility 
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were  difgufled  at  this  ;  and  fome  arch  wag  was  fet  at 
work  to  ridicule  the  pope’s  conduct,  and  the  new  baron’s 
honour.  Wherefore,  on  the  day  which  the  Nazarenes 
celebrate  with  great  folemnity  for  the  birth-day  of  Jefus 
the  fon  of  Mary,  early  in  the  morning  the  fore-men¬ 
tioned  image,  Pafquil,  was  obferved  to  be  apparelled  all 
in  rags,  and  a  very  nafty  habit,  with  a  fchedule  of  paper 
in  his  hand,  wherein  was  writ,  “  How  now,  Pafquil ; 
what !  all  in  rags  on  a  Chriftmas-day  ?”  (for  fo  they  call 
the  nativity  of  their  Meflias) — And  underneath  was  in- 
feribed  this  anfwer  :  “  Alas,  I  cannot  help  it,  for  my 
TAILOR  is  become  a  LORD.” 

Yet  notwithftanding  the  obfeurity  of  this  man’s  birth, 
and  the  meannefs  of  his  former  trade,  he  became  an  emi¬ 
nent  ftatefman  after  the  pope  had  exalted  him  to  that 
dignity  ;  and  lived  with  an  unblemifhed  reputation,  whilft 
he  faw  all,  or  mod  of  the  ancient  nobility  Pafquilled 
every  day  for  their  effeminate  vices. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  mayeft  be  affured,  that  I 
have  not  the  lefs  efteem  for  thee,  becaufe  thou  waft  not 
the  fon  of  a  baffa  ;  fince,  had  thy  father  lived,  his  for¬ 
tune  and  courage  might  have  promoted  him  to  that 
honour,  or  a  command  equal  to  it ;  and  thou  thyfelf  art 
in  a  fair  way  to  fupply  fome  future  vacancy  in  thofe 
great  charges  of  the  empire., 

I  have  no  news  at  prefent  to  fend  thee,  fave  that  the 
three  French  princes,  of  whofe  imprifonment  I  gave  an 
account  to  Minezim  Aluph,  are  removed  by  Cardinal 
Mazarini’s  order  from  the  caftle  of  Vinciennes,  to  a  fea- 
town  called  Havre  de  Grace,  for  fear  they  fhould  be 
refeued  by  Marfhal  Turenne,  who  is  much  devoted  to 
their  intereft.  The  Princefs  of  Conde  is  retired  to  Bour- 
deaux,  a  city  at  this  time  in  arms  againft  the  king, 
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having  alfo  with  her  the  young  Duke  of  Enguien  her 
fon. 

T  he  Marfhal  de  la  Meilleray  is  gone  with  his  army  to 
befiege  this  place  ;  and  it  is  faid,  the  king  will  foon  fol¬ 
low  with  the  whole  court.  All  things  feem  to  portend 
another  relapfe  of  this  Hate  into  the  old  diforders. 

But  this  is  not  of  fo  near  a  concern  to  us  that  are 
muffulmans,  as  the  quarrels  that  I  hear  are  broached  be¬ 
tween  the  janizaries  and  fpahis.  They  fay,  the  whole 
Ottoman  empire  is  warped  this  way  and  that  way  into 
contrary  fadlions  ;  and  that  the  feraglio  itfelf  is  full  of 
different  cabals,  on  the  account  of  thefe  military  orders. 
It  affiidls  me  with  extreme  grief,  to  receive  nothing  but 
fad  news  from  the  Porte,  which  is,  or  at  lead  ought  to 
be,  a  fountain  of  joy  to  the  whole  earth.  I  pray  Heaven 
avert  the  omen  !  for  it  looks  with  an  ill  prefage,  when 
the  champions  of  the  divine  unity  are  thus  divided  againft 
themfelves. 

If  thou  wilt  take  my  advice,  enter  not  thyfelf  into  the 
fecret  of  either  party,  but,  poiilng  thy  afreftions  with 
prudence,  {land  neuter  to  all  things  but  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior’s  intereft.  In  that  be  as  zealous  as  thou  canft.  As 
for  the  reft,  wait  the  decrees  of  deftiny. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


VI. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Graphul  Eben  Shahenshah  the  Arabian  philofo- 
ph  er  has  faid  it,  and  every  man’s  experience  confirms  it, 
that  no  human  care  can  prevent  the  accomplifhment  of 
what  Heaven  has  decreed.  There  arc  certain  moments 
of  our  lives  wherein  fate  delights  to  mock  our  wot  and 
p  dence,  to  bafRe  our  ftrisfteft  caution,  and  ridicule  ail 
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our  condudl,  that  we  may  learn  the  leflon  of  refignation, 
and  not  truR  too  much  to  ourfelves. 

When  I  firft  faluted  the  light  of  this  morning  fun,  my 
fpirits  were  ferene  and  joyful  :  No  melancholy  dreams 
had  left  their  black  impreffion  on  my  mind,  no  fadden- 
ing  thoughts  poffeffed  my  foul ;  I  awaked  cheerful  and 
fprightly  as  the  lark.  After  I  had  adored  the  Omnipo¬ 
tent,  and  performed  my  accuRomed  holy  things,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  reflect  on  my  own  happinefs,  in  that  I  had  fo 
many  years  ferved  the  Sublime  Porte  in  this  Ration,  full 
of  difficulties  and  perils,  yet  by  no  misfortune  had  even 
betrayed  the  leaft  fecret  of  my  commiffion.  It  pleafed 
me  to  think  I  fiiil  palled  for  Titus  of  Moldavia  among 
the  French,  who  are  the  moft  apprehenfive  people  in  the 
world  ;  and  even  in  the  opinion  of  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
who,  like  Janus,  has  more  eyes  than  two.  I  embraced 
myfelf  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak),  in  the  conceit  of  my  good 
fuccefs  ;  concluding  I  was  born  under  fortunate  liars, 
and  that  no  difaRer  could  ever  hurt  me. 

But  I  took  wrong  meafures  of  the  ways  of  delliny, 
which  are  as  untraceable  as  the  mines  ;  for  before  mid¬ 
day  my  fun  was  eclipfed,  the  air  of  my  foul  ruffled 
with  {forms,  and  all  my  joy  turned  to  mourning  and 
fadnefs. 

Wilt  thou  know  the  occafion  of  my  grief  ?  It'was  this : 
In  the  year  1645,  according  to  the  Rile  of  the  Naza- 
renes,  I  received  fome  particular  inRrudlions  from  the 
then  Vifier  Azem,  putting  me  in  mind  of  the  hazards  I 
run  in  this  poR,  and  giving  me  Arid!  charge  to  beRow  all 
my  letters  in  a  fecure  place,  whether  the  tranferipts  of 
thofe  I  write  to  the  miniflers  of  the  Porte  (for  I  always 
retained  a  copy  of  the  original),  or  the  difpatches  I  re¬ 
ceive  from  thence. 
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That  minifter  was  afraid,  led  I  might  fome  time  or 
other  be  difcoveved,  and  confequently  that  my  chamber 
would  be  fearched.  Therefore,  obeying  his  hint,  I  im¬ 
mediately  carried  all  my  writings  to  Eliachim  the  Jew  ; 
knowing  his  houfe  to  be  free  from  any  jealoufy  of  the 
ftate,  and  that  the  mod  important  fecrets  in  the  world 
might  be  there  an  age  unrevealed. 

The  letters  of  my  writing  were  enclofed  in  one  box, 
and  thofe  which  I  received  from  the  Invincible  Porte  in 
another.  And  this  was  my  condant  cudom  front  that 
time ;  as  often  as  I  writ  to  the  miniders  of  the  divan,  or 
had  perufed  the  difpatches  which  came  from  them,  I 
difpofcd  of  both  in  their  proper  places,  leaving  all  to  the 
care  of  Eliachim. 

But  neither  his  caution  nor  mine  were  fufficient  to 
prevent  the  refolves  of  Heaven  :  It  was  determined 
above  that  we  ffiould  lofe  fome  of  thefe  papers.  Elia¬ 
chim  came  to  me  to-day,  before  the  hour  of  Ulanamifi, 
all  in  paffion,  aftonifhed,  ra\ing  and  daring  like  a  mad¬ 
man.  As  foon  as  he  entered  my  chamber,  he  tore  his 
inner  ved,  which-  was  of  crimfon  filk,  fringed  round  with 
gold,  and  eryed,  We  are  undone,  betrayed,  and  ruined. 

I  presently  thought  of  my  writings  ;  and  afked  him 
whether  they  were  fafe.  In  a  word,  he  told  me  he  had 
ioft  the  box,  which  contained  the  letters  feat  from  the 
miniders  of  the  Porte  to  me,  and  that  his  have,  a  negro, 
whom  he  kept  in  his  houfe,  was  miffing.  Thou  rnayed 
imagine,  fage  minifter,  that  this  news  put  me  into  no 
fmall  confufion.  I  prefently  fufpeeded  that  this  villain 
of  a  negro  had  got  the  writings,  and  was  gone  to  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mazarini  with  them  :  But  then  recollecting  with 
cooler  thoughts,  that  this  African  underdood  not  Ara¬ 
bic,  in  which  language  alone  Eliachim  and  I  ufed  to 
converfe,  and  that  confequently  he  never  could  know 
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our  affairs,  or  read  the  letters,  which  might  tempt  him 
to  filch  a  treafon,  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  it. 
Ne.tner  am  I  better  fatisfied  now,  though  I  have  rumi¬ 
nated  on  it  thefe  twelve  hours  ;  only  I  think,  if  Cardinal 
Mazarini  has  thefe  papers  in  his  cuftody,  he  would  have 
given  orders  before  this  time  to  feize  the  fuppofed  Titus 
of  Moldavia,  for  home  of  thefe  letters  take  notice  of  my 
having  affumed  that  name.  But  I  cannot  perceive  any 
attempt  has  been  made  in  that  kind,  or  that  any  body 
has  been  to  inquire  for  me  at  my  lodgings  ;  for  I  fet 
fpies  to  obferve,  as  foon  as  I  departed  thence  with  Elia- 
chim,  which  was  about  noon.  We  are  now  together  in 
a  friend’s  houfe,  where  we  (hall  continue  till  we  heat- 
farther  of  this  event.  As  yet  we  are  in  the  dark,  and 
full  of  fears  ;  but  time,  which  brings  all  things  to  light, 
will  convince  us  what  we  have  to  trull  to. 

In  the  mean  while,  there  is  little  news  fave  a  difcourfc 
of  a  certain  convention  at  Nuremberg,  and  the  great  ju¬ 
bilee  which  is  celebrated  at  Rome,  where  they  fay  the 
Chriftians  chief  mufti,  the  week  before  their  Beiram,  or 
je>after,  wafhed  the  feet  of  twelve  pilgrims  ;  and  that 
Cardinal  Ludoviiio  entertained  nine  thoufand  of  thefe  de¬ 
votees  at  once  with  a  very  magnificent  feafl.  They  fay 
alfo,  that  the  pope  will  get  this  year  two  millions  of  fe- 
quins,  by  the  refort  o  pilgnms  to  that  city. 

The  king  of  Denmark’s  refident  at  this  court  has  re- 
ceived  a  letter,  which  certifies  him  that  his  mailer  has 
declared  Prince  Chriftian  his  fon  fucceffor  in  the  throne. 

They  talk  alfo  of  a  marriage  lately  folemnized  between 
Charles,  a  German  count,  and  Charlotte,  filler  to  the 
Landgrave  of  Helfe-Caffel. 

But  that  wnich  moll  takes  up  mens  ears,  and  employs 
their  tongues  and  thoughts,  are  the  civil  wars  of  this 
kingdom,  which  is  all  in  a  flame,  by  occafion  of  the  im- 
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nriionmerit  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  brothers. 
The  citizens  of  Paris  are  very  jocund  at  the  repeated 
news  of  the  king’s  ill  fuccefs,  for  they  wifh  not  well  to 
his  sarms,  whilft  employed  againft  the  malcontents. 

Illuftrious  old  grandee,  I  vrilh  thee  the  years  of  Nef- 
tor,  and  thofe  calculated  by  full  moons  of  profperity ; 
but  I  pray  Heaven  avert  from  thee  fome  of  his  moments, 
wherein  they  fay  he  was  tormented  with  the  gout,  as  I 
am  at  this  inftant.  It  is  a  pain  hardly  to  be  fupported. 

Paris,  Ilth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


VII. — To  the  fame. 

By  the  God  whom  I  adore,  and  by  his  lhadow,  I  fwear 
there  is  no  difloyalty  in  Mahmut,  yet  his  life  is  full  of 
temptations  and  perils.  The  box  of  letters  I  mentioned 
in  my  lalt,  is  irrecoverably  gone,  and  laid  up  in  the  bow¬ 
els  of  the  earth,  if  we  may  believe  the  confefiion  of  a 
man,  every  angle  of  whofe  heart  has  been  fearched"  with 
exquifite  torments,  even  to  death. 

Eliachim’s  Have,  the  negro  whom  I  fpoke  of,  miftook 
that  box  for  one  very  like  it,  out  of  which  he  had  often 
feen  his  mailer  take  jewels ;  for  this  is  the  particular 
merchandife  of  that  Jew  ;  and  the  weight  of  each  was 
not  fo  unequal  as  to  redlify  his  error.  Lucre  tempted 
him,  and  the  defire  of  liberty;  whilft  the  darknefs  (for 
he  committed  the  villany  before  fun-riftng),  and  his  own 
guilty  fears,  confpired  to  baffle  his  intended  theft.  The 
boxes  ftood  together  (fo  careful  was  Eliachim  of  the  fu- 
blime  fecrets,  as  not  to  venture  them  in  a  place  lefs  fe- 
cure  than  that  of  his  jewels),  and  the  villain,  hafty  to1be 
gone,  and  confounded  for  want  of  light,  took  up  that 
wherein  were  the  writings,  inftead  of  his  defigned  prey, 


Book  II. 


A  sry  AT  PARIS. 


ICI 


the  jewels.  He  went  direCtly  into  the  fields,  purpofing 
to  bury  this  fuppofed  treafure  in  the  earth,  in  fome  pri¬ 
vate  place,  where  he  might  take  it  forth  at  difcretion  ; 
but  firft  opening  the  box  to  fupply  himfelf  with  fuch 
{tones  as  he  thought  would  be  unqueftionable  pawns  for 
money,  fo  anfwer  his  prefent  neceflities,  that  fo  he  might 
the  better  provide  for  his  concealment,  he  was  aftonifhed, 
and  his  heart  became  like  lead,  when  he  found  nothing 
but  papers  full  of  characters  to  which  he  was  wholly  a 
ftranger.  A  thoufand  refolutions  prefented  themfelves 
to  him  in  that  agony  of  his  mind,  and  he  knew  not  what 
to  fix  on.  Sometimes  he  thought  to  carry  the  box  back 
again,  as  he  found  it ;  and  fince  his  defign  had  been  thus 
ftrangely  baulked,  to  content  himfelf  till  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  ;  but  then  he  confidered  it  was  too  late  to  return* 
before  his  mafter  would  mifs  both  his  Have  and  box  ;  for 
the  fun  was  now  far  advanced  in  our  hemifphere,  and 
Eliachitn  is  an  early  rifer.  In  a  word,  therefore,  he 
thought  it  the  fafeft  way  to  bury  it  in  the  ground,  as  he 
firft  intended,  had  it  been  the  box  of  jewels,  and  fo  fhift 
for  himfelf ;  propofing  to  himfelf  this  advantage  in  hiding 
the  papers  in  a  fecure  place,  that  if  they  were  of  value, 
he  might  at  any  time  make  compofition  with  his  mafter, 
by  difeovering  where  they  were. 

All  that  I  have  here  related  is  drawn  from  his  own 
mouth,  in  the  midft  of  tortures ;  for  Eliachim  foon 
heard  of  his  fugitive  negro,  who  was  feized  on  the  road 
to  Lyons  by  fome  correfpondents  of  this  Jew  ;  who,  hav¬ 
ing  intelligence  of  it,  took  horfe  immediately,  and  went 
to  the  place.  He  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  make  a  public 
bufinefs  of  it,  or  to  arraign  him  before  the  appointed 
judges  of  the  country  ;  but,  relying  on  the  juftice  of  his 
caufe,  and  the  right  of  a  mafter,  he  privately  put  him  to 
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lorture6  of  divers  kinds,  in  a  houfe  where  he  could  com¬ 
mand  any  thing. 

The  flout  African  at  firft  denied  that  he  had  meddled 
with  any  box,  faying,  he  efcaped  purely  for  the  fake  of 
liberty.  But  when  a  fucceffion  of  divers  torments  had 
quite  overthrown  his  conftancy,  he  confeffed  all  that  I 
have  already  related.  Eliachim  ftill  fufpe&ing  worfe, 
and  tiiat  he  only  framed  this  as  a  plaufible  floiy,  to  be 
freed  from,  or  at  leaft  to  refpite  the  pains  he  buffered, 
caufed  fharp  thorns  to  be  thrufl  under  the  nails  of  "his 
fingers  and  toes,  believing  that  the  extremity  of  fo  fenfi- 
ble  a  pain  would  extort  the  true  fecret  from  him  ;  but 
he  could  get  nothing  elfe  from  the  poor  excruciated  ne¬ 
gro,  though  now  almoft  ready  to  expire,  than  that  he 
had  hid  the  box  under  ground,  in  a  certain  corner  of  a 
field  out  of  the  city,  to  which  he  knew  not  how  to  di¬ 
rect  Eliachim,  but  promifed  to  (how  it  him,  if  he  would 
carry  him  alive  to  Paris. 

This  was  no  hard  talk  to  perform,  in  the-  opinion  of 
the  Jew,  it  being  but  a  day’s  journey  to  this  city  from 
the  place  where  they  then  were  ;  but  he  was  deceived  in 
hi ;  hopes,  and  now  all  the  applications  and  cordials  they 
CO  ild  uie  came  too  late,  for  that  very  night  the  negro 
breathed  out  his  loul. 

However,  when  Eliachim  came  to  Paris,  he  followed 
the  directions  of  his  dead  Have  as  well  as  he  could,  ia 
fearching  every  corner  of  the  fields  on  that  fide  of  the 
city  where  this  black  had  been  fecn  to  go  out,  but  all  to 
no  purpofe.  He  could  find  nothing  ;  nor  have  we  any 
hopes  ever  to  fee  that  box  again.  Yet  I  have  many 
qualms  of  fear,  left  fome  time  or  other  it  Ihould  come 
to  light,  to  our  difadvantage  and  ruin. 

I  defire  thy  inftruftion,  fage  governor  of  the  capital 
city,  how  I  fliall  deport  mylelf  if  it  be  my  lot  to  be  dif- 
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covered.  As  to  the  remaining  box,  which  has  in  it  the 
tranfcripts  of  my  own  difpatches,  I  have  taken  it  home 
to  my  lodging,  believing  it  will  be  as  fafe  here  as  in  the 
houfe  of  Eliachim  ;  fince  that  faithful  Jew  is  no  more 
exempted  from  contingencies  than  myfelf,  and  I  have  no 
fervant  to  betray  me. 

This  kingdom  abounds  at  prefent  in  treafons  and  re¬ 
bellions.  The  French  fpare  not  to  maffacre  one  another 
for  the  fake  of  a  paffion  ;  while  the  Spaniards  make  their 
advantages  of  their  inteftine  feuds  ;  for  under  pretence  of 
affifting  the  princes  of  the  blood,  they  get  footing  in  Pi¬ 
cardy,  from  whence  it  will  not  be  cafy  to  expel  them. 
Leopold  Archduke  of  Auftria,  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Spanilh  army,  and  has  taken  feveral  towns  belonging  to 
the  French  king. 

When  the  quarrels  of  thefe  infidels  will  end,  I  am  not 
folicitous  ;  my  thoughts  being  ever  taken  up  in  the  fer= 
vice  which  I  owe  to  the  empire  of  true  believers. 

I  cannot  bid  thee  adieu,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  until 
I  have  affured  thte,  I  am  macerated  with  zeal  for  the 
Grand  Signior. 

Faris,  23d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1630. 


VIII — To  Solyman  Kuslir  Aga,  Prime  of  the  Black 
Eunuchs. 

After  I  had  perufed  thy  difpatch,  wherewith  thou 
haft  honoured  thy  flave  Mahmut  ;  as  I  was  full  of  joy 
lor  the  continued  demonftrations  of  thy  friendfhip  and 
pioteftion,  fo  my  breaft  conceived  an  indignation  at  the 
affront  which  has  been  offered  to  the  Sublime  Porte  by 
the  Cham  of  the  Tartars,  in  prefuming  to  demand  the 
tutelage  of  our  anguft  emperor.  It  is  an  indignity  to 
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the  minifters  of  fupreme  juftice  and  honour,  lights  of  the 
imperial  divan,  to  whom  is  committed  the  cognizance  of 
all  human  events  ;  the  illuftrious  vifiers,  who  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  mighty  and  invincible  Sultan  Mahomet,  whofe 
throne  may  God  fortify,  till  the  moon  fhall  no  more 
appear  in  the  heavens. 

Thofe  people  have  been  ever  tnirfty  of  rule,  and  it  is 
numbered  among  the  virtues  of  their  anceftors,  that  they 
enlarged  their  dominions  by  the  keen  edge  of  their 
fwords  ;  but  in  all  the  regifters  and  archives  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  it  has  not  been  found  that  any  of  that  nation  chal¬ 
lenged  a  right  to  govern  our  fultans,  though  during  their 
minority.  It  is  fufficient,  that  they  fhall  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  (according  to  the  ancient  capitulations)  to  fuccecd 
in  the  throne  of  the  Ofman  princes,  if  ever  that  facred 
line  fhould  be  e^tinfl,  which  God  avert,  till  the  final 
confummation. 

It  is  a  wonder  they  demanded  not  alfo  his  royal  bro¬ 
thers,  the  other  fons  of  Sultan  Ibrahim,  that  fo  they 
micht  at  one  blow  cut  off  the  whole  Ofman  race,  and 

O 

take  poffeffion  of  the  vacant  throne. 

I  have  not  heard  any  thing  thefe  many  moons  what  is 
become  of  thefe  high-born  infants,  whether  they  are 
alive,  or  facrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Sultan,  as  has 
been  the  cuflom.  Here  are  various  flying  reports  con¬ 
cerning  them.  Some  fay,  that  thou  haft  conveyed  away 
Sultan  Achmet,  and  that  he  is  privately  educated  in  the 
houfe  of  a  certain  Georgian.  The  bleffing  of  Mahomet 
be  upon  thee,  and  refrefh  thy  heart,  if  thou  haft  taken 
this  care  to  preferve  the  life  of  an  Ofman  prince,  which 
is  more  precious  than  an  hundred  thoufand  of  common 
birth. 

As  for  Solyman,  and  the  reft  of  that  fublime  race, 
the  French  give  them  over  for  loft ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
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tradidf  them  for  want  of  due  intelligence.  Befides,  I 
have  reafon  to  fear  it  is  too  true,  in  regard  it  has  been 
the  cruel  practice  of  all,  or  moft  of  [our  [late  emperors, 
either  to  daughter  their  brethren,  as  foon  as  they  afcend- 
ed  the  throne,  or  to  put  them  to  a  more  lingering  death 
and  martyrdom  in  a  prifon. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  onr  prefent  fovereign  is  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived  to  thofe  years  wherein  children  commonly  lofe  their 
native  innocence.  I  believe  he  fufpefts  none  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  nor  harbours  any  unkind  thoughts  againft  their  lives. 
Yet  cruelty  may  be  infinuated  into  his  tender  years  by 
the  artifices  of  his  mother,  efpccially  againft  thofe  of 
his  father’s  blood,  that  did  not  alfo  partake  of  her’s  ; 
for  Sultan  Ibrahim,  thou  knoweft,  had  children  by  other 
women  befides  the  Sultana  Valede. 

The  Maltefe  think  they  have^one  of  thefe  royal  infants 
in  their  poffeffion.  Thou  knoweft  the  whole  ftory  of  thy 
predeceffor’s  voyage  toward  Egypt,  with  his  beautiful 
Have  and  her  fon,  whom  thefe  infidels  honour  as  the  off- 
ipring  of  the  Grand  Signior.  Thou  art  not  ignorant, 
aifo,  that  this  infant,  with  his  mother,  were  banifhed 
°nt  of  jealoufy,  by  the  order  of  her  who  bore  in  her 
womb  Sultan  Mahomet,  our  glorious  fovereign ;  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  which  makes  me  tremble  for  the  fake  of 
the  young  prince,  if  there  be  any  yet  remaining  alive. 
It  is  in  thy  power  to  certify  me,  and,  in  doing  fo,  thou, 
wilt  rid  me  of  much  anxiety. 

I  am  but  a  Have  of  the  flaves  who  ferve  the  Grand 
Signior ;  and  it  is  not  decent  for  me  to  defcant  on  the 
adfions  of  our  moft  abfolute  monarch,  whole  will  is  not 
to  be  controuled :  but  I  am  ftill  a  man,  and  have  feme 
lhare  of  humanity  and  reafon.  Thou  alio  art  my  parti¬ 
cular  friend,  and  wilt  permit  me  to  difeourfe  with  free¬ 
dom.  Was  it  not  a  bloody  feaft,  to  which  our  king’s 
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great-grandfather,  Mahomet  III.  invited  nineteen  of  his 
brethren  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration  ?  Was  it  not  a 
cruel  aft,  to  caufe  thefe  royal  guells,  in  whole  veins  ran 
the  blood  of  his  own  father,  to  be  ftrangled  before  they 
departed  from  his  table  ?  No  lefs  inhuman  was  it  of  Maho¬ 
met,  the  late  Vifier  Azem,  to  guide  the  hand  of  this  our 
prefent  fovereign,  when  but  fix  years  old,  and  incapable 
of  knowing  what  he  did,  to  fign  a  warrant  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  father.  Well  may  the  ,Nazarenes  call  us 
barbarians,  when  they  contemplate  the  empire  of  the 
mulTulmans,  fupported  by  fuch  unnatural  methods. 

Thou  that  haft  the  fuperlative  honour  of  being  the 
immediate  guardian  of  our  young  emperor,  wilt  pardon 
the  liberty  I  take  ;  afcribe  all  to  the  force  of  my  zeal 
and  loyalty.  Thou  art  valiant  and  wife.  ProtefI  thy 
charge  as  the  cryftal  of  thine  eyes,  which  thou  wilt  not 
iuffer  to  be  hurt  by  the  duft  of  the  ftreets. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


IX. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

iSIoTWiTHSTANDiNG  all  my  philofophy,  I  have  not 
command  enough  of  my  pafiion  to  conceal  it  from  thee, 
who  haft  always  been  the  partaker  of  my  unequal  for¬ 
tunes.  Whatever  magnanimity  of  fpirit  I  pretended  to 
formerly  in  my  ficknefs,  it  is  at  prefent  overcome  by  the 
defire  of  eafe.  At  that  time,  I  remember  fome  floical 
eonfiderations  made  me  induftrioufly  hide  from  thee  the 
tormenting  pains  I  felt.  I  endeavoured  to  difguife  my 
lufferings,  and  to  paint  my  mifery  in  fuch  colours,  that 
it  could  hardly  be  diftinguifhed  from  happinefs.  But 
now  I  have  not  courage  enough  to  hide  from  thee  my 
fear*  and  apprehenfiou? ;  and  all  Seneca's  morals  are  too 
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little  to  hinder  me  from  complaining  of  the  uncertainty 
that  we  daily  experience  in  human  affairs.  This  is  a 
theme  fo  popular,  that,  were  not  my  particular  misfor¬ 
tunes  very  preffing,  it  would  make  me  fiek  to  fay  any 
thing  on  a  fubjetl,  that  has  been  in  every  man’s  mouth 
fince  the  time  that  our  firft  father  appeared  among  the 
trees.  Therefore  thou  mayeft  be  affured,  I  am  not  go¬ 
ing  about  to  make  a  declamation,  or  play  the  orator,  to 
expatiate  and  make  large  defcants  on  the  inftability  of 
all  things.  What  I  have  to  fay  refers  to  myfelf  and  no 
body  elfe,  fave  to  thofe  who  are  the  occafion  of  my 
melancholy. 

In  the  tenth  moon  of  the  laft  vear,  I  fent  a  letter  to 
Kenan  Baffa,  the  new  Hafnadar  BafTa.  I  have  a  copy 
of  it  by  me,  as  I  always  retain  of  whatever  difpatches  I 
fend  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  whether  to  the  public  mini- 
fters  or  my  private  friends. 

I  have  perufed  this  letter  feveral  times  within  thefe 
eight-and-forty  hours,  and  can  find  no  juft  ground  of 
offence,  which  that  grandee  could  take  thereat,  unlefs 
he  was  angry  with  me  for  defiring  him  to  be  careful  in 
tranfmitting  my  money.  As  for  the  reft,  I  only  obeyed 
the  particular  inftrudtions  I  received  from  Mahomet  the 
late  Vilier  Azem,  who  commanded  me  not  to  fpare  the 
greateft  minifter  of  the  Porte,  if  I  had  reafon  either  to 
counfel,  or  to  reprehend  him  ;  for,  faid  he  in  his  letter, 
“  To  this  end  art  thou  placed  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that, 
befides  the  fervice  thou  doft  our  fovereign  in  difclofing 
the  fecrets  of  the  infidels,  thou  mayeft  alfo  be  free  to 
write  whatever  thou  thinkeft  will  conduce  to  his  intereft, 
without  Handing  in  fear  of  the  revenge  of  the  grandees.” 
Thefe  were  the  very  words  of  the  prime  minifter  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

Now  I  only  told  him  of  fome  mifearriages  in  his  pve— 
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deceffors,  warning  him  to  be  wary  in  his  ftation.  Ei¬ 
ther  he  was  offended  at  this  freedom  I  took,  or  becaufe 
I  prefumed  to  advife  him  how  to  order  my  bills.  Be  it 
which  it  will,  I  have  a  fevere  reprimand  from  the  Reis 
Effendi,  whom  I  have  the  greateft  reafon  in  the  world 
to  elleem  my  friend. 

It  would  never  have  vexed  me,  had  he  wrote  plainly, 
and  not  difguifed  his  fentiments.  But  all  was  obfcure, 
faving  one  blunt  expreffion,  which  convinced  me,  that 
the  real  ground  of  all  this  anger  was  my  letter  to  Kenan, 
wherein  I  defired  his  care  as  to  my  money. 

Can  that  minifter  blame  me  for  being  apprehenfive  of 
want  in  a  foreign  country,  a  region  of  infidels,  where  I 
have  no  other  commerce  but  with  courtiers  and  ftrangers, 
where,  if  I  Ihould  be  in  the  leak  fufpedted,  they  would 
prefently  put  me  in  prifon,  which  would  hazard  a  dif- 
eovery  of  the  fublime  fecrets  ?  Does  he  not  know  that 
money  commands  all  things  ;  and  that  the  greateft  po¬ 
tentates  obey  the  power  of  gold  ?  It  cannot  be  imagined, 
but  that  a  man  in  my  poll  has  a  thoufand  preffmg  oc- 
cafions  for  money,  which  it  is  troublefome  to  exprefs  j 
and  I  have  had  very  wrong  notions  of  my  employment, 
if  I  deferve,  on  this  account,  to  be  reproved  and  threat¬ 
ened  with  fueh  political  circumlocutions  ;  for  the  fecre- 
tary  charges  me  with  unwillingnefs  to  continue  in  the 
fervice  of  the  ever-happy  Porte  ;  as  if  he  thought  my 
fidelity  were  corrupted,  or  that  I  had  an  inclination  to 
the  Nazarene  intereft. 

I  tell  thee,  my  Dgnet,  perfidy  I  ever  abhorred  ;  this 
appears  to  me  the  moft  terrible  and  odious  of  all  vices  ; 
I  could  bear  the  guilt  and  reproach  of  a  great  many 
crimes,  which  have  lefs  of  malice  in  their  conftitution. 
I  am  not  aftiarned  of  many  venial  frailties  which  I  daily 
commit,  though  the  law  is  fevere  againft  them.  But 
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could  any  man  accufe  me  of  wilful  treachery  and  ingrati¬ 
tude,  T  would  pray  inflantly,  that  the  luminaries  of 
Heaven  might  be  extinguished,  and  that  no  terrene  fub- 
ftance  might  henceforth  have  in  it  the  leafl:  potential 
light,  that  fo  I  might  neither  be  capable  of  feeing  my- 
felf,  or  of  being  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  others ;  and,  the 
better  to  efcap'e  the  confufion  which  would  attend  that 
horrid  guilt,  I  would  not  only  avoid  human  fociety,  but, 
if  it  were  poffible,  I  would  run  away  from  myfelf. 

After  all  this,  methinks  fuch  a  temper  need  not  be 
fufpefted,  as  averfe  from  the  intereil  to  which  he  has  fo 
folemnly  fworn. 

I  would  not  have  troubled  thee  with  the  news  of  any 
other  affli&ion  ;  but  to  be  fufpecled  of  what  I  never 
was  guilty  of,  and  to  be  menaced  in  dark  myfterious 
terms,  not  by  an  enemy,  but  by  my  friend,  and  one  who 
has  in  his  keeping  the  immortal  records  of  my  zeal  and 
integrity  ;  this  cuts  me  to-  the  heart  :  And  I  had  no 
other  way  to  eafe  myfelf,  but  by  venting  my  anguifh  to 
thee. 

If  any  of  the  minifters  will  charge  me  with  weaknefs, 
or  want  of  ability  to  aft  in  this  ftation,  I  fnould  have  110 
reafon  to  repine,  fince  none  of  them  can  think  fo  meanly 
of  Mahmut,  as  he  does  of  himfelf.  I  boaft  of  nothing, 
but  a  loyalty  to  my  trail,  incapable  of  being  corrupted. 

But  I  forget  that  1  am  a  muffulman,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  religned  to  the  will  of  Heaven  in  all  things, 
without  complaint  or  murmur.  Behdes,  I  am  infinitely 
obliged,  in  many  regards,  to  the  Reis  Effendi  ;  and 
therefore  he  may  be  allowed  to  take  his  own  advantages. 
Perhaps  his  reproofs  may  be  juil,  and  it  is  my  own 
peevifhnefs  that  liinders  me  from  difcerning  it.  How¬ 
ever,  I  could  wilh  he  would  henceforth  exprefs  his  re* 
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fentments  with  lefs  obfcurity,  and  not  give  me  grounds 
to  apprehend  the  lofs  of  his  friendfhip. 

For,  where  I  once  love,  I  hate  a  change.  And,  if 
thou  beeft  of  the  fame  mind,  we  two  fnall  continue  our 
friendfhip  to  the  other  fide  of  the  grave. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1650. 


X. — To  the  Reis  Effen'Di,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

If  thou  wilt  permit  me  to  learn  fomething  from  huiband- 
nien,  they  fay,  it  is  not  profitable  to  plough  the  fields, 
whofe  barren  glebe  brings  forth  nothing  but  briars  and 
thorns.  Such  are  the  grounds  of  paffion  and  anger 
among  friends  :  Let  them  lie  fallow  for  ever.  Perhaps 
thou  wilt  call  it  prefumption  in  me,  to  challenge  fuch  a 
relation  between  us  ;  or,  if  thou  owneft  the  title  of  a 
friend,  thou  wilt  claim  a  right  to  reprove  me.  Be  it 
how  it  will,  reproofs  make  the  heft  impreffion  when  they 
are  given  with  mildnefs  and  moderation  ;  efpecially,  they 
ought  not  to  be  founded  on  a  miflake,  or  falfe  appre- 
henfion  ;  for  they  appear  like  arrows  difcharged  in  the 
dark,  which,  being  fhot  at  random,  rnay,  by  giving  an 
undeferved  wound,  make  an  enemy  of  a  friend,  or  at  lealt 
render  a  friend  fufpefted  to  be  an  enemy. 

But  I  tell. thee,  I  will  not  blow  up  the  embers  of  a 
fire,  whofe  flame  is  extinguished  long  ago,  and  whereof, 
by  this  time,  I  hope  there  remains  not  the  leaft  fmoke. 
I  never  love  to  add  fuel  to  fuch  cafes  ;  othervvife,  had  I 
returned  an  anfwer  to  thy  angry  letter  in  the  heat  of  my 
refentments,  I  might  have  played  the  incendiary  ;  for  I 
had  both  matter  enough,  and  paffion  fufficient  to  ventilate 
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the  already  kindled  fparks.  And  of  this  I  know  thoa 
art  fenfible. 

Well,  to  make  the  bell  condrudtion  of  it  :  The  Haf- 
nadarbaffa  was  affronted,  I  believe,  at  the  freedom  I  took 
in  advifing  him,  not  knowing  that  I  had  pofitive  orders 
to  do  fo,  even  to  the  fird  minider  of  date,  if  I  faw  oc¬ 
casion  ;  and,  to  vent  his  choler,  he  mifreprefented  the 
bulinefs  to  thee,  hoping  by  thy  means  to  awe  me  into  a 
fawning  acknowledgment  of  myTuppofed  crime.  If  this 
was  thy  intention  in  writing  that  fharp  letter,  I  fmile  at 
his  midake,  but  am  lorry  for  thine,  becaufe  I  efleem 
thee  my'friend  :  it  was  but  an  overfight  in  you  both  ;  and 
fo  let  it  pafs. 

Thy  friendlhip  I  court,  and  refufe  not  his,  nor  that  of 
any  officer  of  the  feraglio.  I  honour  all  the  baffas  and 
minifters  of  the  Imperial  Porte  :  I  lhow  to  every  one  the 
refpedf  that  is  due  to  his  quality  :  But  I  am  commanded 
to  write  with  freedom  to  all,  and  not  to  fpeak  as  if  I 
had  the  bearded  head  of  a  barley  dalk  on  my  tongue, 
which  is  apt  to  flip  down  a  man’s  throat,  and  threatens 
to  choke  him  that  fpeaks  whilft  it  is  in  his  mouth.  This 
charge  I  fird  received  from  the  late  Vifier  Azem  Ma¬ 
homet,  and  it  has  been  fince  renewed  with  frelh  indruc- 
tions  from  others  of  great  authority.  They  all  tell  me, 
with  much  affurance,  that  one  chief  end  of  my  being 
placed  here  is,  that  being  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  Empire,  yet  holding  a  conftant  intelligence,  I  may 
freely  and  without  fear  reprove  the  vices  and  encourage 
the  virtues  of  the  greateft  governors  and  princes  among 
the  muffuimans.  Nay,  I  am  threatened  with  punilhment, 
and  the  fultan’s  difpleafure,  if  I  negleft  any  opportunity 
of  this  nature,  or  appear  partial  and  timorous  in  my  re- 
prehenfions. 

For  it  feems  this  is  judged  the  mod  ready  and  effec- 
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tual  method  to  reform  the  corruptions  that  are  crept  in¬ 
to  court,  camp,  and  city  ;  fmce  every  man  is  obliged  to 
communicate  the  letters  which  he  receives  from  me  ;  and 
they  are  all  regiftered  by  thy  care  ;  whereby  the  gran¬ 
dees  are  compelled,  either  to  live  within  the  limits  of 
juftice  and  their  duty,  or  elfe  to  be  the  difeoverers  of 
their  own  faults,  which  will  unavoidably  bring  them  in¬ 
to  difgrace,  if  not  the  lofs  of  their  liberty  and  lives  ;  or 
at  leaft  put  them  to  t#e  expence  of  coftly  prefents  to 
make  their  atonement  :  and  thou  knoweft  fome  men 
would  almoft  as  willingly  part  with  their  lives  as  their 
money,  which  is  their  god. 

After  all  this,  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  if  I 
perform  my  duty.  It  is  not  for  me  to  be  frighted  with 
menaces,  or  Coftened  with  bribes.  My  integrity  is  proof 
again!!  the  pride  of  the  one,  and  baienefs  of  the  other. 
Yet  I  have  great  elteem  for  the  treafurer  and  thee,  with 
other  minifters,  who  are  my  friends.  I  could,  to  ferve 
fuch,  freely  hazard  my  liberty,  fortune,  and  any  thing 
but  my  honour,  which  I  value  at  a  far  higher  rate  than 
my  life. 

Thou  mayeft  regifter  it  for  a  truth,  that  an  Eng’iih  am- 
baffador  was  in  the  6th  moon  of  this  year  murdered  by 
villains  in  his  chamber  at  Madrid,  the  capital  city  of 
Spain.  There  has  been  alfo  a  great  battle  fought  in 
Scotland,  between  the  army  of  that  nation,  who  main¬ 
tain  their  king’s  intereft,  and  the  forces  of  the  new  Eng. 
glifti  commonwealth  ;  wherein  the  latter  obtained  a  fignal 
viftory,  having  killed  three  thoufand  on  the  fpot,  taken 
nine  thoufand  prifoners,  fifteen  thoufand  arms,  two  hun¬ 
dred  enfigns,  and  all  their  cannon  and  baggage.  Thefe 
are  profperous  beginnings  of  that  republic,  and  redound 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  Englifh  General  Oliver,, 
whom  ever}’-  body  extols  for  a  gallant  man.  And  I  can. 
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allure  thee  thefe  Weftern  nations  are  not  barren  of 
heroes.’ 

Principal  fcribe  of  the  muffulmans,  I  vvifli  tliy  heart 
may  be  a  tranfcript  of  the  bell  copies. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16  50. 


XL — To  Solyman  Aga,  Principal  Chamberlain  of  the 
Womens  Apartments  in  the  Seraglio. 

T hese  Tartars,  of  whom  I  fpake  to  thee  in  my  iaft, 
are  a  ftrange  fort  of  people  in  their  manner  of  life.  But 
we  muft  not  cenfure  them  becaufe  we  are  of  kin.  I 
fpeak  not  of  myfelf ;  for  though  I  am  an  Arab,  yet  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  who  ferve  in  the  armies  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  are  defcended  from  the  Crims,  I  mean 
the  Spahis  and  Timariots.  Thou  knoweft  the  originals 
of  thefe  military  orders,  and  that  they  are  more  honour¬ 
able  than  the  janizaries,  who,  being  Grangers  by  blood, 
are  brought  up  to  the  lure  of  the  feraglio.  They  know 
neither  father  nor  mother  (I  fpeak  of  the  tributary 
youths),  nor  have  they  any  partial  fondnefs  for  their 
native  country.  They  are  educated  in  a  perfect  refigna- 
tion  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  his  chief  minifters  ;  yet 
often  difobey  both,  and  not  feldom  put  them  in  hazard 
of  their  lives.  How  many  vifiers  have  been  facrificed  to 
a  cunning  janizar-aga,  who,  to  prevent  his  own  ruin,  has 
tempted  thofe  under  his  command  to  mutiny,  and  accept 
of  no  atonement  for  their  pretended  grievances,  Iefs  than 
the  life  of  the  frit  deputy  ?  The  rigid  fate  of  Sultan 
Ofman,  uncle  to  our  prefent  fovereign,  will  not  be  forgot 
by  thofe  who  love  the’ Ottoman  Family  better  than  thefe 
baftard  Hectors.  Shall  the  empire  of  true  believers  be 
ruined  bv  the  renegades  \  Befides,  their  dilcipline  is  ex  • 
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tremely  corrupted  ;  they  marry,  and  follow  mechanic 
trades,  repugnant  tc  the  auftere  manners  of  the  primitive 
guards,  who  are  wholly  attentive  to  martial  exercifes. 

Were  this  to  come  to  the  hands  of  a  janizary,  he  would 
curfe  me  to  the  pains  which  have  neither  medium  nor 
end.  Yet  I  had  once  a  friend  of  that  order,  Caffim  Hali, 
the  chief  aga,  a  brave  man,  and  of  the  fame  fentiments 
as  myfelf.  He  fought  to  reform  that  diforderly  militia, 
but  was  oppofed  by  the  wife  men  in  power.  He  would 
freely  have  facrificed  his  own  grandeur  and  intereft  for 
the  good  of  the  muffulman  empire,  but  was  overawed  by 
thofe  who  had  no  other  intereft  but  in  its  ruin. 

Thou  knoweft  who  I  mean.  Neither  am  I  a  ftranger 
to  the  heroic  bravery  of  the  faithful  Solyman,  when  he 
bearded  the  Boftangi  Aga  on  that  account.  That  gar¬ 
dener  was  of  the  fadlion,  being  the  fon  of  a  janizaiy, 
and  trained  up  in  all  the  practices  of  the  feditious.  It 
makes  me  aflramed  when  I  hear  the  infidels  upbraid  the 
wiftft  of  the  wife,  the  fupreme  monarch  on  earth,  with 
folly,  for  permitting  this  infolent  and  mutinous  foldiery 
to  continue  in  the  empire  ;  and  I  tremble  to  think,  that 
one  time  or  other  the  renowned  offspring  of  Ertogriel 
will  owe  its  ruin  and  cataftrophe  to  thefe  difloyal  vipers, 
whom  it  cherifhes  in  the  feraglid. 

Much  more  affured  is  the  French  king  of  his  guards 
of  Switzers,  whefe  fidelity  was  never  ftained  with  the 
leaft  infamous  brand  of  peifidioufnefs,  in  taking  up  arms 
againft  their  mafter,  whofe  bread  they  eat.  Thefe  are 
mercenary  foldiers,  who  travel  out  of  their  native  coun¬ 
try  to  ferve  foreign  princes,  and  will  fired  the  lull  drop 
of  their  blood  rather  than  betray  their  truft  ;  therefore 
they  are  admitted  into  the  palaces,  and  nigh  the  bed¬ 
chambers  of  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  France,  with  full 
confidence  of  their  valour  and  integrity. 
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As  for  their  country,  it  is  barren  and  poor,  confiding 
chiefly  of  rocks  and  deferts,  which  occafions  the  youth, 
who  are  generally  very  ftrong  and  hardy,  to  feek  their 
fubfiflence  abroad,  by  ferving  in  the  guards  and  armies 
of  neighbouring  monarchs  and  dates. 

Some  regiments  of  the  Switzers  now  ferve  in  the  wars 
of  Candy,  under  the  dandard  of  Venice. 

There  are  veflels  arrived  lately  in  fome  of  the  French 
harbours,  which  bring  news  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  our  arms 
in  the  fiege  of  Candia,  the  chief  city  of  that  ifland. 
They  talk  as  if  above  two  thoufand  muffulmans  were 
blown  up  in  the  ninth  moon  ;  and  that  Chufaein  Bafia, 
difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  and  with  the  inconveniencies  of 
the  approaching  winter,  was  forced  to  raife  the  fiege  in 
the  moon  of  October. 

The  French  magnify  the  valour  cf  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  who  fignalized  themfelves  by  many  brave  actions 
during  this,  fiege  ;  and  if  all  be  true  that  is  related  of 
thefe  Chriflian  champions,  we  cannot  in  common  judice 
deny  them  their  due  charadter,  and  number  fome  of  them 
at  lead  among  the  heroes. 

Otherwife,  we  fhould  come  fhort  of  thefe  Weflern  Na- 
zavenes  in  generofity,  who,  with  no  lefs  honourable  ex,- 
preflions,  extol  the  repeated  courage  and  invincible  con- 
dancy  of  the  illudrious  Chufaein,  and  the  alacrity  of  all 
the  muffulman  foldievs  in  the  fervice  of  our  great  mader. 

Yet  they  cannot  forbear  refledling  on  the  corvardice  of 
the  janizaries,  who,  after  that  fatal  blow,  had  they  flout- 
ly  maintained  their  other  pods,  that  brave  bafla  would 
not  fo  foon  have  quitted  the  fiege  of  this  important  place. 

As  for  other  news,  I  have  little  to  acquaint  thee  with, 
fave  a  feeming  calm  at  prefent  in  this  kingdom  of  France, 
which  has  for  the  greated  part  of  the  year  been  harafied 
with  civil  difcords  and  daughters.  Bourdeaux,  the  chief 
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city  which  held  out  againft  the  king,  is  now  reduced  K> 
obedience,  the  pacified  monarch  retired,  and  there  is  an 
appearance  of  peace. 

The  Queen  of  Sweden,  we  hear,  was  folemnly  crown¬ 
ed  in  the  ioth  moon  of  the  laft  year,  having  declared  for 
her  fucceflor  Carolus  Gultavus,  Prince  Palatine,  and  her 
coufin. 

In  the  fame  moon  died  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  foon 
after  the  Count  d’Avoux,  a  French  grandee,  and  minifter 
of  Hate. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  my  old  friends 
are  alive  and  fiourilhing,  and  that  the  knot  is  not  loofen- 
ed  which  was  tied  in  our  youth.  May  it  continue  firm 
to  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  and  to  a  term  unlimited. 

Paris,  291b  of  the  lit  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XII. — To  Kisur  Dramelec,  Secretary  of  tie  Nazar ene 
ylffairs  at  the  Porte. 

.In  the  name  of  God  and  his  Prophet,  what  occafion 
hadfi;  thou  to  fend  me  fuch  an  angry  letter,  thou  that  art 
thyfelf  but  a  Have,  as  I  am,  to  the  Haves  of  him  whofe 
throne  is  above  the  flight  of  the  eagle  !  Doll  thou  think 
to  frighten  Mahmut  into  fordid  compliance  with  thy  am¬ 
bition,  whom  nothing  can  terrify,  fo  long  as  he  preferves 
himfeif  free  from  any  llain  of  difloyalty  ?  1  tell  thee,  I 

am  another  Achilles,  invulnerable  all  over,  fave  the  foies 
of  my  feet,  which  are  the  emblems  of  our  moll  tender  af¬ 
fections.  There  thou  rnayeft  wound  me  with  the  foft  ar¬ 
rows  of  pretended  friendship  ;  but  if  once  thou  appeared 
with  the  naked  face  of  an  enemy,  I  am  prefer.tly  on  my 
guard. 

Thou  accufell  me  of  many  crimes  whereof  I  was  never 
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guilty,  loadeft  me  with  a  thoufand  undeferved  reproaches, 
and  all  to  vent  thy  choler  ;  threatening  me  with  revenge, 
becaufe  I  once  excufed  the  latenefs  of  my  addrefs  to  Mi- 
nezim  Aluph  baffa,  then  newly  veiled  by  our  munificent 
fultan,  by  laying  the  blame  on  the  badnefs  of  the  ways, 
or  the  infolence  of  foldiers,  by  whom  the  polls  are  often 
intercepted  in  time  of  war  ;  or,  in  fine,  on  thy  negledt  in 
not  fupplying  me  with  more  early  intelligence ;  wherein 
it  is  eafy  to  difeern  that  thou  wert  the  lalt  I  would  ac- 
cufe  to  that  minilter,  though  thou  wert  principally  in 
the  fault  ;  for  I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  the  polls 
were  neither  retarded  by  any  impallable  roads,  or  Hopped 
by  the  orders  of  military  men,  but  arrived  here  at  their 
accullomed  feafons  ;  wherefore  thou  hall  no  reafon  to  be 
offended  at  me,  unlefs  it  be  for  the  Ihortnefs  of  my  accu- 
fation,  and  that  it  was  defective  in  malice. 

1  hou  wouldft  take  it  ill,  if  in  my  own  defence  I  flrould 
complain  to  the  Vifier  Azem  of  thy  frequent  negledts  in 
this  kind  ;  but  I  fcorn  to  vindicate  myfelf  at  the  price  cf 
another  man’s  difgrace  and  peril ;  only,  I  advife  thee  to 
forbear  threatening.  It  is  a  reflection  on  thy  prudence 
to  menace  a  man  who  has  no  other  refentments.  of  thy 
paffion  than  to  own  himfelf  obliged  to  thee  for  fo  open  a 
difeovery  of  it. 

Wouldlt  have  the  very  fpleen  of  my  humour  ?  I  fmile 
at  thee.  I  hou  hall  made  me  as  jocund  as  Democritus. 
If  thou  knoweft  not  who  I  mean,  he  was  a  pleafant  fort 
of  a  philofopher,  to  whom  all  human  actions  were  objects 
-of  mirth.  There  was  another  whining  fage  that  perpe¬ 
tually  wept.  The  moll  comical  palfages,  and  fuch  as 
moved  all  men  to  laughter,  drew  floods  of  tears  from  his 
eyes.  His  narfie  was  Heraclitus.  It  is  hard  to  deter¬ 
mine  which  of  thefe  two  was  in  the  right.  But  I  think 
I  am  not  ipuch  in  the  wrong  to  be  a  little  pleafant  with 
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thee  ;  perhaps  it  may  put  thee  into  a  better  humour. 
However,  I  would  not  have  thee  difpleafed  with  thyfeif 
for  being  of  fo  peevifh  a  difpofition.  It  is  obferved,  that 
paffionate  men  are  always  bell  natured,  and  free  from  fe« 
cret  malice.  Choler  is  as  necefiary  as  our  blood  :  With- 
out  the  latter  we  could  not  live  ;  and,  if  we  were  void  of 
the  former,  our  lives  would  be  as  inactive  as  that  of  fnails 
and  oyfters  ;  we  fhould  be  abfolute  drones. 

Hippocrates,  the  famous  phyfician,  fays,  this  com¬ 
plexion  is  the  moil  noble  of  all  the  four,  transforming 
men  to  heroes,  and  refining  our  earthly  mould  to  a  con- 
flitution  like  that  of  the  immortal  gods,  whofe  bodies, 
according  to  the  poets,  confift  wholly  of  an  etherial  flame. 

Therefore  be  not  difcouraged,  neither  repine  at  a  tem¬ 
per  which  ranks  thee  among  thofe  to  whom  facrifices  are 
made.  On  the  other  fide,  take  it  not  amifs  from  Mah- 
mut,  if  he  tells  thee,  he  has  not  de .  otion  enough  to  be¬ 
come  thy  voluntary  vidlim. 

Yet  if  I  cannot  be  fo  obfequious  as  to  throw  rr.yfelf 
away  by  acknowledging  crimes  wherein  I  was  never  con¬ 
cerned,  and  for  which  I  have  a  natural  abhorrence,  reft 
fatisfied  at  lead;  that  I  will  ferve  thee  as  far  as  I  can, 
without  intrenching  on  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior  ;  and  be  allured  I  will  do  thee  no  harm,  fo  long  as 
thou  obferveft  that  rule. 

In  fine,  I  advife  thee  to  order  thy  fteps  like  a  man 
that  is  walking  in  the  begs  of  Egypt,  where,  if  he  ob- 
ferve  the  track  of  thofe  who  have  gone  before  him,  he 
may  be  fafe,  but  if  his  foot  flips,  he  finks  in  the  mire. 
Such  is  the  life  of  courtiers. 

Paris,  18th  of  the  zd  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 
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XIII. — To  Minezim  Aluph,  Bajfa. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  year  I  lent  thee  a  difpatch, 
wherein  I  acquainted  thee  with  the  imprifonment  of  three 
princes  of  the  royal  blood  of  France  ;  now  thou  (halt  re¬ 
ceive  the  news  of  their  liberty. 

They  were  releafed  by  an  order  from  the  king  on  the 
13  th  day  of  this  moon,  and  arrived  in  this  city  on  the 
16th,  which  was  yefterday,  attended  by  a  numerous  ca¬ 
valcade,  confifting  of  fome  princes,  divers  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  and,  one  would  think,  of  half  the  citizens  of 
Paris.  Even  thofe  who  triumphed  lafl;  year,  and  made 
bonfires  for  their  confinement,  yefterday  thronged  out  of 
the  city  to  welcome  them  home  with  acclamations  of  joy', 
and  to  congratulate  their  releafe ;  fo  fickle  and  inconftant 
a  thing  is  the  multitude,  driven  hither  and  thither  with 
every  artificial  declaration  of  ftatefmen,  or  pretence  of 
fadlion. 

But  there  were  divers  princes  and  noblemen,  who,  from 
the  firft  hour  of  their  being  feized,  refolved  not  to  leave 
a  ftone  unturned  to  procure  their  freedom.  The  gran¬ 
dees  that  were  their  friends  retired  to  their  governments, 
and  raifed  rebellions  in  the  provinces.  All  the  kingdom 
was  harafied  with  civil  wars.  The  parliaments  decreed 
againft  the  court ;  and  there  wanted  not  cabals  of  fedi- 
tious  courtiers,  even  in  the  palace  of  the  king,  to  under¬ 
mine  the  royal  authority,  which  the  cardinal  minifter 
thought  to  eftablifh  by  the  imprifonment  of  the  princes. 
In  all  places  the  king’s  intereft  ran  retrograde. 

Thou  wilt  not  wonder  at  this,  when  thou  fhalt  know, 
that  the  princes  of  France  are  not  Haves  to  the  king,  like 
the  baflas  of  the  moft  ferene  empire,  who  owe  all  their 
greatnefs  to  the  foie  favour  of  our  munificent  fultans. 
Thefe  princes  enjoy  all  that  and  more  by  inheritance, 
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which  our  grandees  acquire  only  by  their  merits  and  the 
fmiles  of  their  fovereign.  Hence  it  is  that  their  intereft 
is  rivetted  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  who  revere  the 
blood  royal  in  whatfoever  channel  it  runs. 

Therefore  thinking  men  blame  the  cardinal’s  condudl 
in  this  affair,  faying,  there  was  neither  j office  Or  policy 
in  it.  Indeed,  if  a  man’s  wit  is  to  be  meafured  by  the 
fuccefs  of  his  contrivances,  the  cenfure  of  thefe  people  is 
true  ;  for  the  cardinal  feems  to  have  made  a  trap  for 
himfelf. 

As  foon  as  he  perceived  the  king  was  prevailed  on  by 
the  importunity  of  his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  to  releafe  the  princes,  and  that 
they  had  at  the  fame  time  earneftly  begged  of  him  that 
this  miniffer  might  be  removed  from  the  court,  he  fud- 
denly  packed  up  his  moveables,  and  withdrew  privately 
towards  the  place  where  the  princes  were  confined,  hop¬ 
ing  that,  though  he  had  loft  his  firft  point,  yet  he  might 
make  an  indifferent  after-game,  by  going  in  perfcn  to 
the  royal  prifoners,  and  affuring  them,  it  was  to  him 
they  owed  their  releafe,  fince  it  was  in  his  power  to  car¬ 
ry  them  away  with  him,  as  alfo  thofe  who  brought  them 
the  king’s  mandate  ;  for  he  travelled  not  without  a  con- 
fiderable  guard. 

It  is  faid  the  princes  received  him  with  feeming  com¬ 
pliments  and  addrefs  of  civility,  promifing  their  friend- 
fhip  to  the  cardinal,  now  a  voluntary  exile,  and  in  a  worfe 
condition  than  themfelves. 

It  is  very  ftrange  that  fo  great  a  miniffer,  who  inherit¬ 
ed  all  that  abfoiute  power  which  his  predeceffor  Richheu 
had  at  this  court,  ftiould  thus  on  a  fudden  abandon  his 
fortune  :  But  it  is  thought  he  is  not  gone  to  pick  ftraws. 

However,  he  had,  by  this  timely  flight,  avoided  the 
difpleafure  of  feeing  himfelf  compelled  to  depart  by  an 
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arreft  of  Parliament,  which  was  publiihed  within  two 
days  after  he  was  gone,  commanding  him  to  depart  the 
kingdom  within  fifteen  days. 

The  wife  minifter  forefaw  this  difgrace  approaching, 
and  therefore  thought  it  more  becoming  his  honour  to 
depart  of  his  own  accord,  having  {till  the  advantage  to 
reproach  the  {late  with  ingratitude,  in  that  they  have  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  ftraits  the  man  by  whofe  aufpicious  con¬ 
duct  France  has  been  elevated  to  an  extraordinary  gran¬ 
deur  in  Europe. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  comprehend,  illuftrious  baffa,  that 
there  is  no  {lability  in  human  greatnefs,  but  that  the 
wheels  of  a  courtier’s  life  run  through  unequal  tracks, 
often  {ticking  in  the  mire  of  the  valley,  and  not  feldoni 
threatening  to  overthrow  a  man,  and  call  him  headlong 
from  the  precipice  of  a  mountain.  Againfl:  thefe  incon- 
ftant  turns  of  fortune  I  advife  thee  to  be  armed  with  mo¬ 
deration,  fince  no  man  can  avoid  his  deftiny. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  16JI. 


XIV. — To  Isouf,  his  Kinfman,  at  Fez. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  thou  art  alive.  Thy  letter  came  in  a 
good  hour,  for  I  bear  a  true  affeftion  to  thofe  of  my 
blood,  and  have  been  particularly  anxious  for  thee  thefe 
many  years.  The  fun  has  nine  times  meafured  the  twelve 
figns  of  the  zodiac  fince  I  received  thy  laft  letter  before 
this,  or  heard  any  news  of  thee.  It  feems  thou  hall  tra¬ 
velled  a  great  part  of  the  earth  duiing  that  time. 

It  was  kindly  done  of  thee  to  remember  thy  fick  uncle’s 
requeft  when  thou  wert  at  Aleppo,  in  making  oblations 
for  his  health  to  Sheigh  Boubac  the  fantone,  and  diftri- 
buting  corban  to  the  poor,  in  honour  of  Syntana  Fifia. 

Vol.JF.  e 
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Thou  haft  fent  me  a  large  and  fatisfadlory  account  of 
thy  observations  in  Afia  ;  yet  I  am  Sorry  thou  hadft  not 
time  to  penetrate  into  the  religion  and  Secrets  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Bramins.  I  am  more  ambitious  to  pry  into  the  wif- 
dom  and  learning  of  thofe  philofophers,  than  into  any 
other  Species  of  knowledge  whatfoever.  Methinks  it  is 
pity  the  records  of  So  vaft  an  antiquity  fhould  be  concealed 
from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  only  known  to  thofe  hap¬ 
py  priefts.  I  proteft  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  think  of 
it  without  envy  ;  but  perhaps  it  is  the  will  of  Heaven  to 
lock  up  thofe  myfterics  in  the  remoteft  provinces  of  the 
Taft,  as  a  reward  of  their  conftancy,  in  adhering  to  the 
traditions  of  their  fathers,  which  know  no  origin,  and  as 
a  reproach  to  all  other  nations,  who,  in  matters  of  reli- 
1  gion,  have  been  mutable  as  the  winds. 

I  have  converfed  with  feveral  Jefuits  and  others  who 
have  been  in  the  Indies  ;  but  they  Seem  to  relate  all  things 
partially,  out  of  a  natural  averfion  for  the  manners  of  the 
Eaft  ;  and  I  knew  not  how  to  difprove  them,  till  my 
brother  Pefteli  Hali  undeceived  me.  He  has  alfo  vifited 
thofe  parts,  and  redded  a  confiderable  time  in  China.  It 
is  a  difficult  thing  for  a  traveller  to  keep  himfelf  within 
the  bounds  of  truth  in  his  relations  ;  but  I  believe  he  has 
not  exceeded.  Thy  journal  touches  but  lightly  the  In¬ 
dian  affairs,  not  having  leifure,  as  thou  telle  ft  me,  to  ob~ 
ferve  much  ;  however,  thou  haft  made  amends  in  thy  re¬ 
lations  of  Perfta,  Tartary,  and  the  land  of  the  Curds. 

I  depend  much  on  thy  promife  of  fending  me  a  journal 
of  thy  travels  in  Afric.  To  that  quarter  of  the  world  I 
am  much  a  ftranger,  not  having  met  with  any  authentic 
relation  of  the  regions  in  the  iouth. 

It  feems  thou  haft  been  in  Ethiopia,  Libya,  Egypt, 
and,  in  fine,  all  over  the  torrid  zone. 
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Hiftorians  tell  wonderful  things  of  thefe  parts  :  Hero¬ 
dotus  mentions  a  fort  of  people  in  Afric,  whofe  bodies 
were  more  venomous  than  ferpents.  Thefe,  affronted 
once  at  the  winds  for  driving  the  fands  of  Libya  into 
their  country,  and  filling  up  all  their  wells  and  ftreams, 
entered  into  a  war  againfl  the  kingdom  of  ALolus  ;  but 
the  fouth-wind  met  them  in  their  march,  and  buried  them 
under  mountains  of  duff. 

I  do  not  reprefent  this  to  thee  as  a  truth,  though  re¬ 
lated  by  that  learned  Grecian.  Thou  mayeft  repute  it 
for  a  fable,  as  I  do ;  but  let  this  paffage  be  a  hint  that  I 
expeft  from  thee  none  but  folid  remarks. 

It  would  pleafe  me  to  be  affured  of  one  thing,  which 
perhaps  thou  haft  heard  of  when  thou  waft  in  Barbary. 
Very  credible  authors  report,  that  when  the  Phoenicians 
were  expelled  by  the  Ifraelites,  and  driven  into  this  cor¬ 
ner  of  Afric,  they  fet  up  two  pillars  of  marble,  whereon 
they  engraved  thefe  words,  as  a  lafting  monument  of  their 
expulfion  :  “  We  are  a  remnant  of  thofe  who  fled  from 
the  face  of  Joshua  the  robber,  the  fon  of  Nun.” 

The  firft  invention  of  fhips  is  by  fome  afcribed  to  thefe 
people,  whom  neceflity  taught  to  feelc  reft  on  the  unquiet 
ocean,  fince  the  more  turbulent  fons  of  Jacob  would  not 
permit  them  to  enjoy  any  repofe  on  the  land,  having  ha- 
raffed  them  from  one  place  to  another,  till  at  length  they 
drove  them  to  the  very  borders  of  the  earth  ;  but,  thou 
knoweft,  the  Chinefes  pretend  to  the  ufe  of  fhips  many 
thoufand  years  before  this  depredation  of  the  Ifraelites. 
Every  nation  aims  to  be  efteemed  the  moft  ancient ;  and 
when  there  was  formerly  a  difpute  between  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  and  Scythians  on  this  point,  it  was  adjufted  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  latter.  But  the  chronologies  of  the  Cbinefe 
and  Indians  far  exceed  all  others  in  the  world,  for  they 
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feem  to  outflrip  time  itfelf  in  antiquity,  at  lead,  they 
tranfcend  the  common  date  of  the  world’s  creation. 

I  have  heard  a  traveller  affert,  that  as  he  was  journey¬ 
ing  through  the  deferts  of  Libya,  he  difcovered  an  altar 
of  done,  with  this  infcription  on  it,  in  Grecian  charac¬ 
ters  :  “I,  Polystratus  of  Athens,  have  confecrated 
this  altar  to  all  that  is  good  in  heaven  ;  and  if  that  All  be 
but  One,  as  fome  fay,  may  that  One  accept  my  vows.” 

I  defire  thee  to  inform  me  whether  thou  had  ever  feen 
or  heard  of  fuch  an  altar  when  thou  wert  in  thofe  parts. 
You  travellers  mud  expect  this  kind  of  trouble  from  your 
friends  :  Every  body  is  naturally  inquifitive  and  defirous 
of  knowledge. 

It  will  be  acceptable  alfo  to  fend  me  an  abftraft  of  the 
prefent  date  of  Fez.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hea-r  of  the 
health  of  Abdel  Melee  Muli  Omar,  the  fuperior  of  the 
magnificent  college  in  that  city,  built  by  AV  Habu  En- 
nor,  king  of  the  country.  They  fay  it  cod  him  two 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  fequins. 

It  is  added,  that  in  Fez  there  is  a  mofque  near  half  a 
league  in  circuit,  in  which  are  as  many  gates  as  there  be 
days  in  the  revolution  of  a  moon  ;  and  that  the  number 
©f  the  pillars  which  fupport  it  is  equal  to  the  year  of  the 
hegira  wherein  it  was  founded,  being  encompaffed  alfo 
by  feventeen  high  minarets,  befides  innumerable  domes 
and  terraces  ;  having  alfo  900  lamps  burning  in  it  by 
night,  and  300  windows  to  let  in  the  light  of  the  day. 
The  revenue  of  this  famous  mofque  is  faid  to  be  36,500 
fequins  a-year.  They  relate  many  other  things  of  Fez, 
and  the  provinces  belonging  to  it  ;  of  all  which  I  defire 
thee  to  fend  me  a  didindt  account. 

I  had  almod  forgot  one  paffage,  which  I  have  read  in 
the  ancients,  concerning  a  certain  fubtle  African,  whofe 
name  was  Pfaphon.  This  man  had  trained  up  a  parrot 
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to  repeat  very  frequently  thefe  words,  “  Pfaphon  is  a 
great  god.”  When  the  bird  had  perfectly  learned  his 
leffon,  he  let  it  loofe,  which  being  accuftomed  to  a  do- 
meftic  life  in  a  cage,  fled  not  prefently  to  the  fields,  but 
perched  on  the  temple  of  the  town,  where  it  was  heard 
by  the  people  to  utter  the  aforefaid  fentense  aloud,  and 
very  often.  They,  ignorant  of  the  quality  of  parrots, 
and  led  with  native  fuperftition,  efteemed  it  an  oracle 
from  Heaven  ;  wherefore,  immediately  flocking  to  the 
houfe  of  Pfaphon,  they  offered  facrifice  to  him,  and  in 
all  refpe&s  treated  him  as  a  divinity. 

Whether  this  ftory.  be  true  or  no,  it  is  certain  idolatry 
had  no  better  foundation  than  artifice  and  lies,  unlefs  we 
fhall  conclude  with  the  poet,  “  That  fear  made  the  firfl 
gods  in  the  world.”  Coufin,  let  there  be  a  frequent  in- 
tercourfe  between  us ;  it  will  be  profitable  to  thee  and 
me. 

Paris,  5  th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XV. — To  Kerker  Hassan,  Ba/fa. 

It  is  a  cuflom  in  the  court  of  Rome,  that  every  nation 
of  the  Wctl  has  a  proteftor  among  the  cardinals  there, 
who  are  princes  of  the  Roman  church.  Such  I  efteem 
thee  in  the  moft  exalted  court  of  the  Eaft. 

Arabia  gave  thee  thy  firft  breath  ;  but  thy  own  merits 
have  lifted  thee  up  to  the  dignity  of  a  baffa,  a  prince  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  whofe  limits  far  exceed  thofe  of  the 
modern,  or  even  of  ancient  Rome. 

It  is  from  hence  our  countrymen  addrefs  to  thee  as  to 
their  patron,  ufing  thy  power  and  mediation  with  the 
Grand  Signior  in  all  their  neceffities. 
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Among  the  reft,  wonder  not  that  the  humbleft  of  thy 
Haves,  Mahmut,  the  fon  of  thy  father’s  neighbour,  falls 
at  thy  feet  in  a  time  of  great  diftrefs,  in  the  agonies  of 
his  fpirit,  the  hazard  of  his  fortune,  and  peril  of  his  ho¬ 
nour,  which  he  values  more  than  his  life. 

I  complain  not  of  the  many  repeated  abufes  and  con¬ 
tempts  I  have  received  from  fome  in  the  feraglio,  to 
whom  it  belongs  not  to  meddle  with  things  out  of  their 
fphere,  much  lefs  to  difcourage  the  faithful  agents  and 
mill: oners  of  the  Grand  Signior  :  Yet  the  perfecutions  I 
have  felt  from  their  hands  are  fuch  as  would  drive  ano¬ 
ther  man,  lefs  patient  of  injuries,  either  to  revenge  or  de- 
fpair. 

They  have  vilified  all  my  conduct  in  this  ftation,  re¬ 
proached  my  beft  actions  with  the  odious  characters  of 
imprudence  and  difloyalty,  and  mifreprefented  the  fmall- 
eft  peccadillos,  (for  which  alfo  I  have  the  mufti’s  difpen- 
fation)  under  the  ignominious  title  of  infidelity  and  athe- 
ifm  :  In  a  word,  they  thirft  after  my  blood ;  nothing 
•will  fatisfy  their  greedy  malice  but  my  life. 

I  never  was  afraid  to  die,  fince  I  perfectly  underftood 
what  it  is  to  live  ;  nor  can  I  be  fond  of  protecting  my 
breath,  when  my  great  mailer  {hall  pleafe  to  call  for  a 
furrender  of  it,  for  whole  fervice  only  it  was  given  me. 
But  it  would  render  the  fcene  of  my  death  tragical,  and 
ftrew  my  paffage  into  the  other  world  with  thorns,  to  be 
fent  out  of  this  under  the  notion  of  a  traitor,  who  have 
aCted  my  part  without  a  real  blemifn. 

Ikingi,  that  learned  tutor  of  the  royal  pages,  was  the 
firft  that  broached  this  enmity  againft  me  (for  I  have 
forgot  the  prevarication  of  Shafhim  Iftham,  the  black 
eunuch,  fince  the  time  he  acknowledged  his  fault  with 
much  candour  and  ingenuity).  It  was  that  Athenian 
fophift  who  debauched  the  integrity  of  my  coufin  Soly- 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS* 


127 


man,  and  perfuaded  the  unwary  youth  to  enter  into  a 
confpiracy  againft  his  uncle  ;  but  I  reprehended  my  kinf- 
man’s  folly  in  one  letter,  and  his  anfwer,  though  late, 
convinced  me  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  malice,  fo  much 
as  of  rafhnefs  and  credulity.  I  was  extremely  obliged  to 
the  kaimacham  for  his  benignity  and  friendfnip  in  this 
affair.  The  good  old  minifter  had  a  real  kindnefs  for 
me,  and  took  no  fmall  pains  to  penetrate  into  the  caufes 
of  my  coufin’s  eager  pafiion  and  malice  againft  me.  At 
length  he  found  it  to  be  only  the  pra&ices  of  Ikingf, 
who  took  advantage  of  Solyman’s  temper,  equally  loyal 
and  flexible,  iniinuated  into  his  youthful  mind  monftrou* 
ideas  of  me,  and,  in  fine,  fet  him  a-railing  at  me  with  a 
fierce  kind  of  liberty  wherever  he  came.  The  wife  bafia 
foon  opened  my  kinfman’s  eyes,  brought  him  to  his  fenfe, 
and  the  iffue  of  all  was,  that  Solyman  writ  me  a  letter  of 
apology. 

But  fince  this,  the  mafter  of  the  pages  has  laid  new 
trains  for  me,  and  drawn  a  great  many  more  to  his  party. 
He  has  coirupted  Mullapha  Guir,  an  eunuch,  and  page 
to  the  old  queen,  with  whom  I  once  held  a  correfpond- 
ence,  and,  as  I  thought,  had  contrafted  a  familiarity  and 
friendfhip  ;  but  it  feems  it  was  only  an  appearance  with¬ 
out  reality.  I  could  give  thee  a  long  lift  of  thofe  whom 
this  academic  has  taught  to  flander  Mahmut,  but  I  will 
pot  appear  fo  revengeful ;  beiides,  this  is  not  the  only 
grievance  of  which  I  complain. 

Shall  I  remonftrate  to  thee,  moft  excellent  and  ferene 
baffa,  the  true  caufe  of  my  uneafinefs  ?  I  am  weary  of 
living  among  infidels.  Favour  me  with  thy  afliftance 
and  interceffion,  that  I  may  have  leave  to  retire  from 
this  place,  and  vindicate  myfelf  before  the  faces  of  my 
enemies  ;  and  having  had  that  honour,  rendering  alfo  a 
juft  account  of  the  affairs  wherewith  I  am  entrufted,  I 
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may  vifit  my  native  country,  and  fpend  the  refidue  of 
my  days  in  Arabia,  the  fcene  of  all  our  prophet’s  great 
aXions,  the  place  where  I  firft  drew  my  breath.  I  lan¬ 
guish  for  the  aromatic  air  of  Admoim,  the  cryftal  foun¬ 
tains,  and  cooler  fhades  of  that  happy  province.  I  long 
to  fee  the  groves  which  encompafs  the  village  of  my  na¬ 
tivity,  the  turrets  of  thy  father’s  houfe,  and  the  mofque 
of  Hafen  the  prophet  ;  for  though  I  took  no  notice  of 
thefe  things  in  my  infancy,  yet  having  once  feen  them 
in  my  riper  years,  when  I  was  able  to  make  more  tail¬ 
ing  reflexions,  I  lhall  never  forget  thefe  delightful  ob¬ 
jects  fo  long  as  I  live. 

If  this  be  an  infirmity,  pardon  it,  illullrious  Arab, 
fince  it  is  natural  to  all  men.  Thou  thyfelf  hall  enjoyed 
the  pleafure  of  rcvifiting  that  fvveet  region  ;  pity  Mah- 
mut,  who  burns  with  defire  to  tafte  the  fame. 

Or  if  this  lhall  be  thought  too  great  an  indulgence  to 
the  poor  exiled  Mahmut,  yet  it  will  be  eafy  for  thee, 
who  art  a  favourite,  to  obtain  of  the  Grand  Signior,  that 
I  may  at  leall  be  recalled  from  this  employment,  and 
fomebody  elfe  fubllituted  in  my  place.  There  are  thofe 
among  my  enemies  who  are  ambitious  of  the  fatigue  ; 
and  Ikingi,  my  old  friend,  would  exchange  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  he  is  poflelTed  of  in  the  feraglio,  for  this  obfcure, 
yet  hazardous  poll.  It  is  pity  but  fucli  a  man’s  third  of 
perils  flrould  be  gratified. 

But  if,  after  all  that  I  have  faid,  my  fuperiors  lhall 
think  it  expedient  to  continue  me  here,  I  am  refigned  ; 
only  defiring,  that  from  henceforth  my  flanderers  may¬ 
be  fufpeXed  as  men  ill  alfeXed  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  for 
traducing  a  man  that  has  waded  through  a  thoufand  dif¬ 
ficulties,  temptations,  and  perils,  and  ferved  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire  in  this  llation  fourteen  years,  without  mak¬ 
ing  a  falfe  Hep,  or  tranfgrefling  the  leall  point  of  his  in- 
ftruXicns. 
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I  hear  that  Chufaein  Baffa  is  made  Vifler  Azem.  The 
French  have  a  very  great  opinion  of  his  valour  ;  they  are 
generally  impartial  critics  in  martial  affairs,  fcorning  to 
deny  a  brave  enemy  his  due  character. 

We  are  at  prefent  barren  of  other  news,  fave  a  new 
arreft  of  Parliament  againft  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  all 
his  kindred  and  creatures,  whereby  they  are  declared 
enemies  to  the  Hate,  and  charged  with  a  long  catalogue 
of  crimes,  whereof  perhaps  they  were  never  guilty. 

Here  are  alfo  fome  flying  reports  of  the  cardinal’s 
death,  who,  they  fay,  has  poifoned  himfelf  for  grief  of 
his  ill  fuccefs  in  this  court  :  but  I  efteem  this  only  as  the 
froth  of  his  enemies  malice,  who  really  wilh  him  dead  ; 
and,  to  difeourage  his  friends,  give  it  out  that  he  is  fo. 

Serene  Baffa,  I  commit  my  affairs  to  thy  protection, 
befeeching  thee  to  do  the  office  of  a  countryman  and  a 
friend  to  the  betrayed  for  God. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XVI. — To  Chusaein  Bassa,  the  Magnanimous  Vifier 
Mzem,  and  Invincible  General  of  the  Ottoman  Forces  in 
Candia. 

I  am  not  much  above  forty-three  years  old,  yet  have 
feen  great  changes  in  the  world,  mighty  revolutions  in 
kingdoms  and  Hates,  and  the  death  of  many  fovereign 
monarchs,  illuflrious  generals,  and  wife  flatefmen.  Doubt- 
lefs,  all  fublunary  things  are  fubjeCt  to  viciffitude.  There 
appears  nothiog  conftant  and  fettled,  but  the  heavens 
and  ftars  ;  they  indeed  perfevere  in  their  immutable 
courfes,  never  change  their  orbs,  nor  Hart  from  their 
eternal  polls.  The  fun  rifes  and  fets  at  his  accuflomed 
hours,  and  the  moon  exactly  obferves  the  determined  pe- 
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riods  of  her  increafe  and  wane  ;  thefe  vary  only  as  the 
feafons  of  the  year,  with  exquifite  regularity  and  conllant 
returns. 

But,  here  below,  there  is  an  univerfal  tranfmigration 
and  metempfychofis  of  Hates,  and  forms  of  things,  a  per¬ 
petual  flux  and  reflux  of  human  events.  Men  die  hourly, 
and  others  are  hourly  born  to  fupply  their  places.  One 
age  treads  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  another  ;  and  we  who 
live  at  prefent,  as  we  walk  in  the  Heps  of  our  fathers,  fo 
lhall  we  follow  them  down  to  the  grave,  where  our  flefli, 
by  a  new  metamorphofls,  lhall  be  turned  into  the  bodies 
of  worms,  infedls,  and  ferpents ;  and  what  lhall  become 
of  our  fouls  is  uncertain. 

I  was  born  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Achmet,  from  whom 
cur  prefent  fovereign  is  the  fixth  emperor  that  has  afcended 
the  glorious  throne  of  the  Ottomans.  May  God  grant 
hirn  a  long  life,  and  a  feries  of  years  bleflfed  with  con¬ 
tinual  health,  and  victory  over  his  enemies.  I  pray  Hea¬ 
ven  alfo  to  perpetuate  thy  new  office  to  the  laft  period  of 
the  fultan’s  life  ;  and,  in  wilhing  this,  I  fay  all  that  can 
be  expefted. 

But  when  I  refleft  on  the  frequent  and  bloody  trage. 
dies  that  have  been  afted  in  the  feraglio  fince  I  can  re¬ 
member,  and  the  many  facrilices  that  have  been  made 
of  fultans,  viflers,  baflas,  and  principal  minifters  of  Hate, 
befldes  the  maflacres  and  butcheries  of  meaner  perfons, 
it  makes  me  melancholy  amidft  the  joys  I  conceive  for  thy 
late  exaltation,  and  fills  me  with  fears  left  my  good  wilhes 
to  the  Grand  Signior  and  thee,  who  art  his  right  hand, 
lhould,  by  fome  finifter  decree  of  fate,  be  almoft  as  foon 
difannulled  as  pronounced.  I  pray  Heaven  avert  my 
melancholy  prefages. 

The  death  of  the  old  queen  (the  news  of  which  is  late¬ 
ly  arrived  at  this  court)  does  but  revive,  and  increafe  my 
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apprehenlion  of  greater  tragedies  to  come,  becaufe  one 
adl  of  cruelty  dill  propagates  another :  revenge  is  proli¬ 
fic,  and  mifchief  is  never  at  a  ftand.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
as  it  is  not  decent  to  infult  over  the  aides  of  illudrious 
perfons,  fo  neither  has  a  loyal  muffulman  any  great  rea- 
fon  to  mourn  for  the  fail  of  a  woman,  by  whofe  conni¬ 
vance  her  royal  fon,  and  our  late  great  mailer,  Sultan 
Ibrahim,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  mufti’s  indignation.  It 
was  an  unnatural  part  in  a  mother  ;  and  we  may  fay,  the 
divine  juftice  has  overtaken  her,  in  making  her  grandfon 
iign  the  warrant  for  her  death,  with  the  confent  of  that 
very  mufti  at  whofe  iniligation  die  had  confented  to  the 
murder  of  his  father. 

Yet,  after  ail,  may  not  fne  have  left  behind  her  a  par¬ 
ty  in  the  feraglio,  or  at  lead  in  the  date,  who  will  dudy 
to  revenge  her  fall,  or,  however,  do  fome  mifchief  to 
prevent  their  own  ?  Let  me  not  feem  to  contradict  my 
own  arguments,  and,  whild  I  plead  againft  revenge  and 
cruelty,  appear  an  advocate  for  thofe  inhuman  paffions. 
I  do  not  mention  the  furviving  creatures  of  this  unhappy 
queen,  to  excite  in  thee  falfe  fentiments  of  judice,  fufpi- 
cious  chimeras  of  a  poflible  confpiracy,  and  fo  dimulate 
thee  to  punidi  them  by  anticipation  for  crimes  of  which, 
perhaps,  they  never  will  be  guilty.  I  rather  fugged  thefe 
things,  that  after  fo  many  tragedies  in  the  royal  family, 
a  dop  may  be  new  put  to  future  mifchiefs  ;  led,  whild 
rnen  purfue  a  particular  and  felf-intereded  revenge,  the 
contagion  Ihould  fpread,  and  cruelty  become  univerfal  and 
infinite. 

Let  it  fuffice,  that  no  lefs  than  three  of  our  fultans 
have  been  depofed  and  drangled  within  thefe  thirty  years; 
not  to  mention  the  deluge  of  royal  blood  that  has  over¬ 
flowed  the  private  chambers  of  the  feraglio,  the  prifons 
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of  the  Ottoman  princes,  brothers  or  fons  to  the  emperors 
formerly  reigning. 

Thefe  were  barbarous  cures  of  untimely  jealoufies  ;  and 
it  is  pity  that  fuch  royal  maffacres  fhould  ever  be  repeat¬ 
ed  again.  Why  fhould  the  pofterity  of  Ottoman  be  in 
this  regard  the  only  unfortunate  princes  on  earth  ?  Were 
it  not  much  more  noble,  and  equally  wife,  to  take  the 
meafures  of  Ethiopian  policy,  where,  to  prevent  fedition 
and  difcords  about  fucceflion,  the  princes  of  the  blood 
are  confined  indeed,  but  to  a  very  pleafing  liberty  ;  w’nilft 
they  have  palaces,  parks,  and  large  fields  at  command, 
are  ferved  by  a  princely  train,  and  denied  no  lawful  plea- 
fures  within  the  pale  of  their  leftraint ;  for  there  is  an 
exceeding  high  mountain  in  the  country,  the  top  of 
which  is  very  fpacious,  containing  large  tracts  of  ground, 
many  beautiful  feraglios,  furnifhed  with  whatfoever  can 
contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  princes,  or  at  leafl 
to  compenfate  for  their  want  of  greater  liberty.  _  This 
mountain  is  environed  with  a  high  and  ftrong  wall,  hav¬ 
ing  but  one  entrance,  and  that  guarded  by  foldiers,  fo 
that  no  man  can  go  in  or  out  who  has  not  the  emperor’s 
warrant,  or  at  leaft  a  permiflion  from  the  prime  minifter 
of  ftatc  ;  for  he,  upon  the  death  of  the  emperor,  imme¬ 
diately  calls  a  council  of  the  fupreme  officers,  who,  from 
among  thefe  imprifoned  princes,  choofe  him  whom  they 
think  moft  worthy  to  fucceed.  The  reft,  who  never  felt 
the  appetite  to  reign  (for  they  are  carried  to  this  place 
in  their  infancy,  and  kept  in  perpetual  ignorance  of  Hate 
affairs),  pafs  away  their  time  without  envy,  or  repining 
at  the  exaltation  of  their  brother,  addidling  themfelves 
wholly  to  the  innocent  delights  of  that  rural  life,  or  to 
the  ftudy  of  books,  whereof  they  have  great  plenty  in 
their  libraries ,  and  thofe  altogether  treating  of  matters  of 
divine  or  natural  fpeculation ;  whereby,  though  they 
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know  nothing  of  kate  artifices  and  intri  ues  of  courts, 
yet  they  become  able  philofophers,  and  verfed  in  all  the 
liberal  fcicnces. 

Would  to  God  our  Ottoman  princes  (I  mean  the 
younger  brothers)  had  but  half  this  liberty  granted  them, 
then  the  infidels  would  have  no  reafon  to  call  the  exalted 
Porte  a  nek  of  vultures. 

But  we  muk  not  find  fault  with  the  akions  of  our  fo- 
vereigns,  though  they  tend  to  the  fcandal  and  ruin  of 
the  muffulman  empire.  Yet  I  know  to  whom  I  write 
thefe  things,  having  often  heard  thee  declaim  againk  this 
barbarous  cukom  of  {hutting  up  the  royal  offspring  in  a 
dungeon,  without  light  or  comfort  during  their  lives, 
which  many  time  are  alfo  cruelly  Ihortened  by  the  hands 
©f  the  executioner. 

But  turning  our  eyes  from  the  tragedies  of  the  Eak, 
let  us  fix  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  Nazarenes  in  the  Wek. 

The  chief  difeourfe  at  prefent  is  about  a  marriage  late¬ 
ly  folemnized  between  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
Duchefs  of  Mantua.  She  is  his  third  wife  fuccefiively  ; 
for  polygamy  is  not  allowed,  even  to  the  fovereigns  in 
thefe  parts,  where  the  prieks  bear  all  the  fway. 

The  poks  from  Sweden  inform  us  of  the  death  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Torkenfon,  of  whofe  exploits  in  Germany  thou  hak 
often  heard.  That  empire  is  very  unfortunate,  fpending 
its  time  and  vitals  in  unprofitable  affemblies  and  confults, 
whiik  her  akive  enemies  take  whole  provinces  from  her 
with  eafe  ;  but  this  need  not  grieve  us. 

Great  atlas  of  the  muffulman  empire,  I  wilh  thee  the 
continence  of  Scipio,  the  fortune  of  Alexander,  and  the 
temperance  of  Cato  ;  who,  when  he  was  marching 
through  the  fands  of  Libya  with  his  army,  all  ready  to 
expire  with  thirk,  and  one  of  his  foldiers  brought  him 
his  helmet  full  of  water,  as  a  rare  prefent  in  that  general 
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diftrefs,  gratified  the  foldier  for  his  gift,  but  fpilt  the 
water  on  the  ground,  faying,  That,  fince  there  was  not 
enough  to  fatisfy  the  whole  army,  he  would  not  taffe  a 
drop  ;  and  that  he  was  unworthy  to  be  a  general,  who 
would  not  endure  as  much  hardfhip  as  the  meaneft  foldier. 

Paris,  s6th  of  tlie  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XVII.—  TVNassouff,  Bajfa  of  Natol'ia. 

Praise  he  to  God,  Lord  of  the  feven  Heavens,  and  of 
all  that  is  within  their  circumference  ;  thefe  weflern  Na- 
zarenes  are  always  a-quarrelling  ;  they  are  refolved  to  do 
their  parts  towards  the  fulfilling  the  muffulman  predictions, 
and  thofe  of  their  own  prophets.  It  makes  me  fmile  to 
fee  thefe  infidels  employing  their  arms  againfl  each  other, 
contending  about  petty  rights  and  poffeffions,  whilft  they 
negieft  the  general  confervation  and  defence  of  Chriiten- 
dom,  from  the  impetuous  torrents  of  our  invincible  ar¬ 
mies. 

The  Elector  of  Braridenburgh  is  entered  into  the 
Dutchy  of  Mens  with  confidcrable  forces,  pretending  to 
adjuft  I  know  not  what  differences  between  thofe  whom 
they  call  catholics  and  proteffants. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  for  a  letter  to  run  back  to  the 
firfl  original  of  this  war,  and  trace  it  down  from  above 
an  hundred  years  ago  to  the  prefent  time.  Befides,  it  is 
of  no  import  to  a  muffulman  to  hear  a  long  ftory  of  the 
marriages,  deaths,  heirs,  and  law-difputes  of  thefe  petty 
infidel  princes.  Yet,  that  thou  mayeft  know  fomething 
of  it,  I  will  relate  the  whole  bufinefs  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  year  1546,  William  Duke  of  Mons,  Juliers, 
and  Cleves,  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand  I. 
Emperor  of  Germany,  and  by  this  match  obtained  of 
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the  emperor  (whom  they  call  Casfar,  as  they  did  the  an¬ 
cient  emperors  of  Rome,  whofe  fucceffor  he  pretends  to 
be)  fome  privileges  touching  the  fucceffion  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  their  right  to  his  dominions,  and  particularly 
that  this  vaft  edat£  fhould  not  be  divided,  but  reft  in  the 
entire  poffeffion  of  one  heir- male,  or  in  default  of  that, 
it  fhould  defeend  to  the  next  female,  which,  as  I  am 
told,  is  a  cultom  in  Germany,  that  fo  the  grandezza, 
and  authority  of  princely  families  may  be  fupported. 

I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  the  particulars,  which 
would  take  up  a  volume.  But,  in  fhort,  it  appears,  that 
notwithftanding  all  the  drift  provifion  that  was  or  could 
be  made,  this  great  edate,  after  it  had  remained  fixty 
years  united,  was  at  length  divided  between  two  princes, 
both  claiming  an  equal  right  to  the  whole  ;  yet  to  pre¬ 
vent  wars  and  effufion  of  blood,  each  was  contented  with 
half.  Thefe  were  Wolfgang  Duke  of  Newburgh,  and 
Erned,  Marquis  of  Brandenburgh ;  in  whofe  families 
the  parted  fucceffion  has  continued  to  this  day. 

The  occafion  of  the  prefent  quarrel  is  their  difference 
of  religion  ;  the  Duke  of  Newburgh  being  a  catholic, 
and  he  of  Brandenburgh  a  protedant.  It  feems,  the 
Brandenburghers  had  formerly  made  inroads  on  thofe  of 
Mons  and  Juliers,  carrying  away  captive  their  priefts 
and  dervifes  from  their  altars  and  convents,  and  detain¬ 
ing  them  in  fervitude  for  many  years,  contrary  to  certain 
articles  that  had  been  drawn  up  between  them.  They 
alfo  ufed  them  with  great  cruelty,  and  committed  a  thou- 
fand  infolencies  on  the  Roman  imaums,  wherever  they 
got  them  in  their  power. 

Thus  their  affairs  continued  till  the  late  agreement  at 
Munder ;  fince  which  time  the  Duke  of  Newburgh  en¬ 
deavoured  to  free  his  fubjefts  from  their  former  calamities, 
and  redore  things  to  their  ancient  date. 
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The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  making  this  an  occa¬ 
sion  oi  war,  has  now  invaded  the  dominions  of  the  faid 
duke.  He  is  not  gone  itf  perfon,  but  has  fent  a  good 
i  Idicr,  whom  they  call  Otho  Sparr,  with  four  thoufand 
men,  to  begin  the  campaign,  who,  it  is  faid,  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  greater  army. 

But  before  he  took  the  field,  the  Eledior  of  Branden- 
fcurgh  had  an  interview  and  conference  with  the  Duke  of 
Saxony  about  this  affair,  who  is  alfo  a  proteftant  ;  fo 
that  it  is  thought  no  finall  diflurbance  will  arife  in  the 
empire.  All  joy  and  peace  to  true  believers  ! 

He  of  Brandenburgh  has  caufed  a  declaration  to  be 
fpread  abroad,  full  of  fpecious  pretences,  that  folds  con¬ 
quers  may  be  the  more  eafy.  He  talks  of  nothing  but 
reftoring  the  people  of  Julitrs  arid  Mans  to  their  ancient 
liberties  and  rights,  both  in  civil  and  religious  matters, 
promising  the  faireft  things  in  the  world  to  thofe  that 
obey  him,  and  receive  his  armies  with  friendship  ;  on  the 
other  fide,  threatening  to  treat  thofe  who  refill  him  with 
the  utmost  feverity  that  is  due  to  traitors  and  rebels  ; 
and  all  this  for  the  fake  of  two  or  three  inf  gnificant  ce¬ 
remonies  and  opinions  wherein  thev  difFer  ;  mere  trifles, 
literal  whimlies,  the  fport  of.  their  uodtors,  the  fpawn  of 
wanton  and  luxuriant  brains ;  for  no  greater  was  the  ori¬ 
ginal  difference  between  the  Lutherans  and  thofe  of  the 
Roman  church.  One  will  be  faxed  by  tbe  flrer.gth  of 
his  fancy,  which  he  calls  faith,  without  doing  any  good 
work  towards  it  ;  the  other  toils  all  his  lifetime  to  me¬ 
rit  Heaven,  and  thinks  he  can  never  do  enough  to  obtain 
his  end.  He  wears  out  the  pavement  of  churches,  and 
makes  the  flein  of  his  knees  like  that  of  a  camel,  with 
perpetual  kneeling  and  praying  to  images  and  pictures ; 
and,  after  all,  they  may  be  both  damned,  for  ought  I 
know,  for  their  ill  lives.  They  tear  and  devour  one  ano 
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ther  like  wild  beads,  and  think  to  gain  paradife  by  their 
unnatural  zeal. 

The  Duke  of  Newburgh  has  publifhed  a  manifefto  a~ 
gainft  the  proceedings  of  Brandenburgh,  and  folicited 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine’s  aid,  as  alfo  that  of  Leopold, 
Archduke  of  Auftria.  What  will  be  the  iffue  no  man 
knows ;  but  oft-times  a  fmall  fpark  kindles  great  fires  ; 
and  it  is  not  impofiible,  that  this  little  feud  may  fet  the 
whole  empire  in  a  flame. 

Mighty  baffa,  I  pray  Heaven  blefs  thee  with  peace, 
health,  and  thy  due  revenue.  If  thefe  be  not  enough  to 
make  thee  happy,  I  wiffi  thee  an  increafe  of  honours, 
and  all  the  glorious  fatigues  which  mortals  court  as  their 
way  to  blifs. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  7  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XVIII. — To  Useph,  Bajfa. 

Suspect  me  not :  I  have  an  equal  efteem  for  thee,  as 

I  have  for  the  other  bafias  and  minifters  of  the  divan  ; 
but  I  find  it  difficult  to  pleafe  any.  They  are  captious, 
and  every  one  would  have  all  my  letters  addrefied  to  him- 
felf ;  as  if  I  were  placed  here  to  ferve  particular  interefts, 
and  not  the  public.  However,  I  cannot  but  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  tacit  honour  they  do  me,  in  being  fo  covetous 
of  poor  Mahmut’s  correfpondence.  I  wifh  I  were  in  a 
condition  to  be  more  partial  ;  then  I  would  quickly  make 
thee  and  fome  others  fenfible,  which  are  the  perfons  for 
whom  I  have  a  peculiar  regard. 

But  as  the  cafe  is  at  prefent,  I  muft  obferve  the  in- 
ftru£lions  I  have  received,  and  by  turns  write  to  all. 

Wherein,  if  I  fail  of  arithmetical  proportions,  I  will 
make  amends  by  the  rules  of  geometry  :  If  1*  1  write  bnt 
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feldom  to  fome,  I  defire  that  the  length  of  my  letters, 
and  lolidity  of  the  matter,  may  be  accepted  as  a  proper 
fupplement. 

But  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  complain  on  this  fcore,  un- 
lefs  it  be  of  thyielf  for  travelling  into  remote  countries, 
whither  I  know  not  how  to  follow  thee  with  letters,  or 
any  other  way.  Befide6,  the  former  friendfhip  that  has 
been  between  us,  is  a  fufficient  counterfcarp  againft  all 
fufpicion  of  negletft  on  my  part,  who  am  a  thoufand 
times  obliged  to  thee  for  fo  many  repeated  favours.  For 
the  fake  of  God,  therefore,  and  all  that  is  good,  wound 
my  heart  no  more  with  thefe  undeferved  reproaches,  but 
believe  ftedfaftly  that  Mahmut  can  never  be  ungrateful 
and  falfe. 

Thy  letter  is  a  mifcellany  of  friendly  complaints  and 
compliments  :  Thou  giveft  me  a  character  to  which  I  do 
not  pretend.  It  is  true  indeed,  and  I  thank  God  and 
my  good  ftars  for  it,  that  I  was  not  born  blind,  deaf,  or 
dumb.  Nature  gave  me  my  fenfes  free  from  any  mani- 
feft  defedl  ;  and  I  have  an  indifferent  good  memory. 
When  I  was  young  I  had  an  inclination  to  read  books, 
and  fortune  has  fince  favoured  me  with  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  that  purpofe.  But  I  found  the  moft  profitable- 
ftudy  to  be  that  of  MYSELF,  to  which  all  the  labori¬ 
ous  pains  of  the  fchools  and  academies  ferve  only  as  a 
certain  gradation  and  difcipline.  Nay,  without  thefe  a 
man  may  attain  all  the  knowledge  that  is  neceffary  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  nature  ;  for  fo  did  the  firft 
philofophers,  before  books  or  letters  were  extant.  If 
thou  wilt  be  perfectly  wife,  read  the  ALCORAN,  and 
the  UNIVERSE  ;  after  that  perufe  THYSELF  ;  thou 
wilt  find  matter  of  wonder  and  improvement  in  each  ;  but 
moft  of  all  in  the  laft  ;  for  man  is  a  medley  of  all  things. 
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Were  this  leffon  well  learned  and  pra&ifed  in  the 
court  of  France,  there  would  not  be  fo  many  little 
quarrels  among  thefe  infidels  ;  or  at  lead  fuch  petty  ori¬ 
ginals  would  not  produce  fo  many  fatal  confequences. 

From  the  firft  time  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  his 
brothers  were  releafed  from  their  imprifionment  (whereof 
I  have  given  an  account  to  Minezim  Aluph),  there  ap¬ 
peared  much  coldnefs  in  the  queen’s  reception  of  them, 
and  their  addreffes  to  her.  On  both  fides  they  were  at 
a  lofs  how  to  behave  themfelves,  for  all  their  civilities 
were  forced.  It  is  true,  there  was  a  fplendid  umbrage 
of  reconciliation  ;  but  it  foon  vanifhed.  Their  fuppref- 
fed  paffions  difeovered  themfelves  by  degrees,  and  at 
length  broke  out  into  open  enmity. 

The  queen  appeared  full  of  condefcenfion  and  favours  ; 
but  young  Conde  is  as  full  of  his  merits  and  brave  ex¬ 
ploits,  remembering  what  fervices  he  has  done  to  this 
crown.  Befides,  he  is  not  void  of  fufpicion  and  jealoufy, 
left  all  thofe  exceffes  of  royal  kindnefs  are  drained,  only 
to  render  him  more  fecure,  and  fo  entrap  him  a  fecond 
time  with  greater  advantage.  The  horror  of  his  firft 
imprifonment  is  yet  fixed  in  his  mind,  from  whence  it 
will  not  be  eafy  to  efface  it.  Three  principal  fervants  of 
the  queen  were  banifhed  to  remove  his  fears  ;  for  he 
imagined  them  to  be  inftruments  of  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  queen  and  his  old  enemy  Cardinal  Mazarini. 
Yet  fhe  publifhed  a  declaration,  fignifying,  that  the  car¬ 
dinal  fhould  be  for  ever  banifhed,  not  only  from  the  court, 
but  from  the  kingdom. 

And  this  moon,  the  king,  being  come  of  age,  invited 
the  prince  to  the  ceremonies  ufual  on  fuch  occafions ; 
which  Conde  apprehended  as  a  fnare,  and  fo  fled  out  of 
Paris. 


140  XETTER5  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  IV. 

The  event  of  thefe  emergencies  is  yet  in  the  facred 
pages  of  deftiny  ;  but  in  all  likelihood  a  civil  war  will 
follow.  People  are  whifpering,  caballing,  and  making 
parties  on  both  fides.  All  the  powder  in  Paris  is  en- 
groffcd  and  gone,  but  nobody  knows  by  whom.  Some 
fay  the  prince  is  pofted  into  Flanders  ;  others  report, 
that  he  is  retired  to  his  own  government,  there  to  raife 
an  army.  The  moft  knowing  aver,  that,  wherever  he  is, 
he  has  two  hundred  thoufand  fequins  in  bank  to  give  life 
to  his  new  defignsylet  them  be  what  they  will. 

Think  not  this  news  of  fmall  importance,  ferene  bafla ; 
but  when  thou  hearelt  of  the  civil  wars  among  Chriftians, 
cfpecially  in  the  realm  of  France,  the  firft  and  moft  vic¬ 
torious  empire  of  the  Weft,  look  on  thy  right  hand  and 
on  thy  left,  for  our  holy  Prophet,  or  his  herald,  is  near 
at  hand. 

Paris,  izd  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XIX. — To  Solyman  his  Couftn,  at  Conjlantinople. 

Thou  feeft  what  thy  libertinifm  has  brought  on  thee. 
For  my  part,  I  am  lick  in  reading  thy  letter,  full  of  me¬ 
lancholy,  and  the  worft  kind  of  enthufiafm. 

Hadft  thou  followed  my  advice,  or,  if  that  be  con¬ 
temned,  hadft  thou  but  obeyed  the  precepts  of  thy  father, 
an  honeft  man,  and  one  that  went  down  to  the  grave  in 
peace,  thou  wouldeft  have  lived  as  happily  as  other  men  ; 
but  now  thou  art  overwhelmed  with  hypochondriac  va¬ 
pours,  and  dreams  of  a  fckly  brain.  I  counfel  thee  to 
purge  thyfelf  with  hellebore,  for  thou  haft  more  need  of 
that  than  of  books.  In  all  my  life,  I  never  heard  ftich 
religious  nonfenfe  from  a  muffulman,  as  thy  laft  letter'  14 
fluffed  with. 
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I  have  not  patience  to  make  repetitions,  or  anfwer 
every  particular  whimfy  of  thine.  But  in  God’s  name, 
what  makes  thee  fright  thyfelf  with  fuch  a  wrong  notion 
of  hell  ?  It  is  a  common  maxim  in  nature,  that  nothing 
violent  is  permanent.  Either  therefore  the  pains  of  the 
damned  are  not  infinitely  intenfe,  or  elfe  they  are  not 
eternal  in  their  duration.  Thou  wilt  fay,  the  Alcoran 
itl'elf  afierts  the  eternity  of  thofe  torments  ;  but  doll 
thou  underlland  the  figurative  manner  of  fpeech  ufed  in 
that  divine  book,  and  in  all  our  Eaftern  writings  ?  Is  it 
not  common  to  call  a  very  high  mountain,  the  mountain 
of  God  ?  as  if  all  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  the  earth 
were  not  equally  his.  So,  to  exprefs  an  uncertain  length 
of  time,  it  is  cuftomary  to  ufe  the  epithet,  eternal.  Thus 
we,  in  ordinary  convcrfation  fay  in  Arabia,  I  will  love  you 
eternally  ;  I  will  ferve  you,  fight  for  you.  See.  eternally  ; 
and  the  fame  of  the  contrary jaaffions  ;  and  yet  we  all 
know  we  lhall  live  but  a  few  years. 

But  granting  that  the  Alcoran  fpeaks  in  a  literal  fenfe, 
it  does  not  follow,  that  thofe  pains  are  without  intervals 
of  reft.  We  read  of  the  tree  zacon,  which  grows  in  the 
centre  of  hell ;  but  who  will  interpret  what  is  underftood 
by  this  plant  ? 

Coufin,  make  ufe  of  thy  reafon,  and  pra&ife  the  beft 
things.  As  for  our  condition  after  this  life,  trouble  not 
thyfelf,  for  no  man  knows  what  will  become  of  him  when 
he  goes  hence  :  However,  we  cannot  believe  the  Su¬ 
premely  Merciful  delights  in  cruelty. 

There  is  a  path  which  the  eagle  has  not  winged,  nor 
the  ferpent  traced,  though  it  is  obvious  to  both  ;  but 
their  own  ralhnefs  blinds  them,  and  they  cannot  difeern 
the  way  of  the  wife.  There  are  men  of  towering  fpecu- 
lations,  and  others  very  crafty  ;  yet  neither  one  nor  the 
other  can  grope  out  the  direct  road  to  blifs.  If  I  may 
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advife  thee,  let  nature  be  thy  guide.  Do  nothing  but 
what  humanity  prompts  thee  to  :  It  is  this  alone  diftin- 
guifhes  thee  from  other  animals.  Honour  the  memory 
of  thy  deceafed  parents,  love  thy  friends,  and  be  generous 
to  thy  enemies  ;  do  juftiee  to  all  men  ;  obferve  the  puri¬ 
fications  and  pravers  prefcribed  by  the  law  ;  but  give  no 
credit  to  the  fables  of  infidels.  It  is  common  here  a- 
mong  the  Chriftians  to  paint  hell  with  horrid  flames  and 
devils  flying  up  and  down  with  red  hot  prongs,  to  tofs 
the  damned  from  fire  to  fire  ;  and  their  preachers  make 
long  and  direful  harangues  on  the  fame  fubject ;  when, 
all  the  while,  neither  they  nor  we  know  what  or  where 
hell  is,  or  after  what  manner  the  wicked  fhall  be  chaftif- 
ed. 

Only  the  illuminated  of  God  have  this  flandard  of 
truth,  that  both  our  pains  and  pieafures  after  this  life, 
fhall  be  exactly  proportioned  to  our  virtues  and  vices. 
There  is  no  malice  or  injuftice  in  the  good  Creator  of  all 
things. 

Coufin,  once  again,  let  thy  fenfes  be  awake,  and  fuffer 
not  thy  reafon  to  dream  of  things  which  have  no  exift- 
ence  ;  for,  affuredly,  God  is  the  moft  impartial  judge  of 
the  univerfe. 

Paris,  atd  of  the  roth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


XX. — To  Endel  Al’  Zadi  Jaaf,  Begkrleg  of 
Dierbekir . 

X  have  not  the  honour  to  know  thee  in  perfon,  but 
have  heard  of  thy  fame.  So  mortals  are  unacquainted 
with  the  fecrets  of  the  fixed  ftars,  yet  we  obferve  their 
luftre  and  rank,  and  the  figure  they  make  in  thofe  remote 
worlds. 
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Thy  exploits  among  the  Curds  and  Georgians  are  not 
unknown  in  thefe  parts.  The  Franks,  that  travel  in  the 
Eaft,  have  tranfported  hither  fuch  a  charadler  of  thy 
magnanimous  actions,  as  makes  all  men  of  honour  in  love 
with  thee  ;  and  I  have  conceived  a  particular  veneration 
for  thy  virtues.  May  God  incrcafe  them  with  thy  hours, 
and  grant  thee  a  monopoly  of  blifs. 

Thou  art  placed  in  an  eminent  feat,  and  mayeft  with 
reafon  be  called  lord  of  lords,  as  thy  title  imports  ;  for 
thou  art  polfeffor  of  the  terreftrial  paradife,  if  we  may 
give  credit  to  the  tradition  of  the  ancients.  They  tell 
us,  that  for  a  time  Adam  dwelt  there,  with  his  fecond 
wife  ;  and  that  the  particular  place  of  his  abode  was  an 
ifland,  encompaffed  with  the  rivers  Euphrates,  Tygris, 
Pifon  and  Gihon  ;  from  whence  it  was  called  Mefopo* 
tamia  by  the  Greeks,  which  fignifies,  a  region  environed 
with  rivers. 

All  the  weft  of  Afia  have  a  profound  refpedl  for  this 
country.  And  the  Jews  relate  ftrange  ftories  of  a  tree 
in  Dierbekir,  which  grew  five  hundred  miles  high  in  the 
days  of  Adam  ;  which  they  fay,  was  cut  down  by  an 
angel,  left  man  fttould  climb  to  Heaven  by  it  before  his 
time  ;  for,  it  feems,  ambition  was  a  vice  early  as  our 
nature  ;  and  Adam  was  no  fooner  fenfible  that  he  was  a 
man,  but  he  afpired  to  be  a  God,  or  fomething  like  one. 
So  great  a  charm  there  is  in  honour  and  authority. 

They  fay  alfo,  that  Abraham  was  born  in  this  region  ; 
however,  it  is  certain,  if  there  be  any  certainty  in  records 
and  hiftories,  that  he  refided  there  a  confiderable  time. 
But  thou  knoweft  beft  what  traditions  thy  fubjedls  have 
of  thefe  things. 

The  Chinefe  and  Indians  laugh  at  all  this,  as  a  ro¬ 
mance  ot  later  late  than  their  chronicles,  which  make 
Ahofe  extremities  of  the  Eaft  to  be  the  ftage  of  the  firft 
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mortals.  Inftead  of  Adam  and  Eve,  or  Alileth,  they 
affert  the  names  of  the  original  parents  of  mankind  to  be 
Panzon  and  Panzona,  whofe  offspring,  they  fay,  con¬ 
tinued  ten  millions  of  years,  but  at  length  were  all  ds- 
ftroyed  from  the  earth  by  a  tempeft  from  Heaven  :  After 
whom,  they  tell  us,  God  created  Lontizam,  a  man  with 
two  horns,  each  as  big  and  tall  as  a  tree  in  that  country, 
which  they  call  the  plant  of  God,  being  the  largeft  and 
firft  of  all  vegetables.  This  man’s  horns  being  prolific, 
according  to  their  tradition,  out  of  the  right  fprang  a 
thoufand  men  every  day  for  a  hundred  years,  and  as 
many  women  out  of  the  left  in  the  fame  fpace  ;  from 
whom  defcended  all  mortals  of  both  fexes  to  this  day  ; 
though  we  are  much  diminifhed  in  bulk,  through  the  ge¬ 
neral  decay  of  human  nature  ;  for  thefe  people  aifirm, 
that  the  firft  race  of  men  were  all  giants  ;  but  that, 
through  intemperance  and  other  vices,  their  offspring 
fnrunk  by  degrees  into  fmaller  dimenfions,  till  at  length 
they  arrived  at  the  prefent  ftature,  and  appeared  like 
pygmies,  in  comparifon  of '  the  primitive  fons  of  Lonti¬ 
zam.  In  confirmation  of  this,  the  Indians  {how  to  tra¬ 
vellers  fome  of  their  temples  hewn  out  of  vaft  rocks, 
with  the  images  of  thofe  gigantic  men,  who  they  fay 
were  employed  in  the  work.  Thefe  they  honour  as  he¬ 
roes,  or  demi-gods. 

1  do  not  relate  this  for  truth,  but  only  to  divert  thee, 
in  reprefenting  the  different  opinions  of  men.  God  on¬ 
ly  knows  how  to  feparate  the  truth  from  falfehood  in 
hiftories. 

But  to  return  to  Eierbekir  :  This  country  is  famous 
for  the  tower  of  Babel,  built  by  Nimrod  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  ;  at  what  time  the  languages  were  confounded,  as 
Mofes  relates.  It  is  remarkable  alfo,  for  the  battle 
fought  between  the  Parthians  and  Romans  at  Harran, 
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and  for  the  death  of  Caracalla,  the  fon  of  Severus,  Em¬ 
peror  of  Rome,  who  was  murdered  by  Macrinus,  the 
Roman  general.  Thefe  empercrs  were  all  called  Csefars, 
as  the  kings  of  Egypt  were  called  Pharaohs  and  Ptole¬ 
mies.  It  feems  the  word  Caefar  was  fir  ft.  applied  to  Ju¬ 
lius  the  Roman  dictator,  for  that  his  mother  dying  under 
the  pains  which  were  to  give  him  life,  her  belly  was  ripped 
up,  and  he  drawn  forth  from  her  womb  by  the  hands  of 
a  furgeon,  in  memory  of  which,  he  and  all  his  fucceffors 
were  called  Ccefars  ;  that  word  fignifying,  Drawn  forth 
by  violence.  But  whatfoever  the  manner  of  his  birth 
was,  this  is  certain,  that  he,  and  forty  of  his  fucceffors, 
were  hurried  out  of  the  world  by  untimely  deaths  ;  for 
they  either  laid  violent  hands  on  themfelves,  or  were 
murdered  by  traitors. 

If  thou  wouldeft  have/ any  news  out  of  thefe  parts,  the 
chief  difcourfe  at  prefent  is,  of  a  great  vi&ory  obtained 
by  the  Polanders  againft  the  Coffacks  and  Tartars.  And 
I  could  wilh  this  were  all  ;  but  the  Nazarenes  are  con¬ 
tinually  made  joyful  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  Venetians 
againft  the  arms  of  the  invincible  empire.  They  beat  us 
by  fea,  and  baffle  all  our  attempts  by  land.  We  have 
not  got  an  inch  of  ground  in  Candia,  during  the  laft 
campaign,  but  loft  many  thoufands  of  men,  and  brought 
the  name  of  the  Sublime  Porte  and  victorious  muffulmans 
into  contempt  and  fcorn.  Where  the  fault  lies,  God 
knows.  It  is  too  melancholy  a  theme  to  infill  on  parti¬ 
culars. 

Don  Juan  of  Auftria  has  alfo  befieged  Barcelona  by 
fea  and  land. 

Several  arrefts  of  parliament  are  here  publilhed  againft 
the  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  adherents  ;  and  it  is  report¬ 
ed  the  King  will  recal  Cardinal  Mazarini  from  bis  banifh- 
ment. 
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Illuftrious  prince  and  governor  of  a  lrappy  region,  I 
beg  thy  favourable  conftruftion  of  this  addrefs.  And 
thus,  in  reverence,  I  defift,  full  of  dutiful  and  affeftionate 
vows  for  thy  profperity. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1651. 


BOOK  III. 

LETTER  I. — To  Abdel  Melech  Muli  Omar,  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

T hou  haft  formerly  received  a  letter  from  me,  wherein 
I  mentioned  the  tenets  of  a  certain  French  philofopher, 
who  maintains  that  the  earth  moves  like  the  reft  of  the 
planets,  and  the  fun  Hands  Hill,  being  the  centre  of  this 
our  world  ;  for  he  afferts  that  there  are  many. 

The  name  of  this  fage  is  Des  Cartes,  renowned  through¬ 
out  the  world  for  his  learning  and  knowledge.  He  lays 
as  a  bails  of  all  his  philofophy  this  ihort  pofition  and  in¬ 
ference,  “  I  think,  therefore  I  am.”  In  this  alone  he  is 
dogmatical,  allowing  a  lawful  fcepticifm  in  all  the  uncer¬ 
tain  deductions  which  may  be  drawn  from  it. 

Pardon  me,  oraculous  fage,  if  I  expofe  before  thee  my 
infirmities.  I  am  naturally  diftruftful  of  all  things  ;  this 
temper  puts  me  upon  perpetual  thinking  ;  and  that  very 
aft  convinces  me  of  the  truth  of  my  being,  according  to 
the  method  of  this  philofopher.  But  what  I  am,  I 
know  not :  Sometimes  I  fancy  myfelf  no  more  than  a 
dream  or  idea  of  all  thofe  other  things  which  men  com¬ 
monly  believe  do  really  exift,  a  mere  imagination  of  poffi- 
bilities  ;  and  that  all  which  rve  call  the  world  is  but  one 
grand  chimera,  or  nothing  in  mafquerade. 
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At  other  times,  when  thefe  wild  thoughts  are  vaniflr- 
ed,  and  my  fpirits,  tired  in  the  purfuit  of  fuch  abftradl- 
ed  whimfies,  begin  to  flag,  and  that  my  lower  fenfe, 
awaked  by  fome  prefent  pain  or  pleafure,  roufes  my 
fleeping  appetites  ;  when  I  am  touched  with  hunger, 
third,  or  cold,  or  heat,  and  find  experimentally  I  am 
fomething  that  cannot  be  a  mere  thought  or  dream,  but  of 
a  compofition  which  Hands  in  need  of  meat,  drink,  gar¬ 
ments,  and  other  necefiaries  ;  then,  rather  than  fret  myfelf 
with  vain  and  endiefs  fcrutinies,  I  tamely  conclude  I  am  that 
which  they  call  a  man  ;  I  lay  the  fceptic  afide,  and,  with¬ 
out  any  farther  fcruples  or  doubts,  fall  round  to  eating, 
drinking,  or  any  other  refrelhments  my  nature  craves 
for. 

But  no  fooner  have  I  tafled  thefe  delights,  when  my 
old  didemper  returns  again.  I  then  confider  myfelf  as 
a  being  capable  of  happinefs  or  mifery  in  fome  degree, 
as  I  Ihall  pofiefs  or  want  thofe  very  delights  I  juft  before 
enjoyed.  This  is  a  fufficient  damp  to  a  thinking  man, 
when  he  knows  that  he  (lands  in  need  of  any  thing  out 
of  himfelf ;  but  it  is  far  greater,  when  he  will  take  the 
pains  to  number  all  the  train  of  his  particular  necefiities, 
which  he  is  not  fare  he  (hall  always  be  able  to  fup- 
ply. 

This  makes  me  prefently  conclude,  that,  as  I  am  in¬ 
debted  to  other  creatures  for  my  fenfible  happinefs,  fo  I 
owe  my  very  being  to  fomething  befide  myfelf.  I  exa¬ 
mine  my  original,  and  find  I  am  born  of  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  who  were  in  the  fame  indigent  circumftances  as 
myfelf,  and  that  it  is  not  only  fo  with  my  particular  fa¬ 
mily,  but  with  all  mankind ;  our  whole  human  race  be¬ 
ing  born  natural  mendicants  from  the  womb.  As  foon 
as  we  breathe  the  vital  air,  we  cry,  and  with  thefe  inar¬ 
ticulate  prayers,  beg  for  help  and  prote&ion  from  others. 
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without  whole  generous  aid  we  could  not  CubJift  a  mo- 
meat ;  fo  poor  and  beggarly  a  thing  is  man  from  his 
birth.  This  is  the  condition  of  all:  neither  is  a  king 
any  more  exempt  from  this  common  charadler  of  mortals, 
than  the  flave  who  fweeps  the  ftreets. 

If  I  could  have  refted  in  this  thought,  I  Ihould  have 
been  happy  ;  for  it  would  have  had  Lhis  influence  on  me, 
either  to  convince  me  that  I  ought  to  be  content  with 
the  condition  to  which  I  was  born,  or  to  rid  myfelf  out 
of  fo  defpicable  a  hate  by  death. 

But  alas  !  one  thought  produces  another  ;  and,  from 
the  contemplation  of  our  prefent  mifery  in  this  life,  I  fall 
to  thinking  what  will  become  of  us  after  death.  For  as 
we  know  not  what  or  where  we  were  before  we  came  in¬ 
to  this  world,  fo  there  is  no  human  certainty  whither 
we  fnall  go,  or  in  what  condition  we  fha.ll  be,  when  we 
leave  it ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  an  unpardonable 
rnadnefs,  to  throw'  myfelf  headlong  into  a  ftate  of  which 
I  have  no  account  ;  and,  to  avoid  the  little  miferies  of 
this  life,  which  muff  have  an  end  one  time  or  other,  cafh 
myfelf  down  a  precipice  (for  aught  I  know)  of  intolerable 
torments,  which  has  no  bottom. 

I  hear  the  philofophers  talk  of  immortality,  the  poets 
•f  Elyfium,  the  Chriftian  priefts  of  heaven,  hell,  and  pur¬ 
gatory,  the  Indian  bramins  of  tranfmigration  ;  but  I 
know  not  what  or  which  I  have  reafen  to  believe  of  all 
thefc. 

I  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  philofophers,  for,  if  we 
come  to  faith,  the  cafe  is  altered.  Think  not,  I  befeech 
thee,  that  I  call  in  queflion  the  facred  oracles,  the  reve¬ 
lations  of  the  fent  of  God  ;  but  I  only  acquaint  thee  how 
my  natural  reafon  hatters  me  with  doubts. 

I  fee  men  every  where  profefling  fome  religion  or  o- 
ther,  paying  divine  honours  to  fome  fuperior  being  or  fee* 
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jngs,  according  as  they  have  been  educated,  which  ma¬ 
ny  times  tempts  me  to  think,  that  reh'gion  is  nothing 
but  the  effects  of  education. 

Then  I  wonder  how  men,  when  they  come  to  years  of 
diferetion,  and  their  reafon  is  able  to  diftinguilh  between 
things  probable,  and  mere  romances,  can  ftill  retain  the 
errors  of  their  infancy.  It  is  natural  for  children  to  be 
wheedled  or  awed  into  a  belief  of  what  their  parents, 
nurfes,  or  tutors  teach  them  ;  but,  when  they  come  of 
age,  they  foon  re&ify  their  milled  uuderftandings  in  all 
things,  fave  the  affairs  of  religion.  In  this  they  are  chil¬ 
dren  ftill,  tenacious  of  the  facred  fables  of  their  priefts, 
and  obilinate  in  maintaining  them,  fometimes  even  to 
death. 

It  puzzles  me  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  fo  ftrange  an  ef¬ 
fect,  that  men,  otherwife  endowed  with  mature  judgment, 
and  an  extraordinary  fagacity  in  all  things  elfe,  (hould 
yet  be  fools  in  matters  of  religion,  and  believe  things  in- 
confiftent  with  the  common  fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 
I  could  never  give  credit  to  the  hiftories  of  the  ancient 
pagans,  which  acquaint  us  with  the  devout  adoration 
they  paid  to  the  creatures  of  the  painter  or  carver,  did  I 
not  fee  the  fame  praftifed  among  the  Chriftians ;  or  that 
thofe  wife  men  of  old  could  fwallow  the  forgeries  of  their 
priefts,  concerning  their  gods  and  goddeffes,  were  I  not 
an  eye-witnefs  how  bigotted  the  modern  Nazarenes  are 
to  the  legends  of  their  faints,  and  the  Jews  to  thofe  more 
ridiculous  figments  of  the  Talmud. 

It  perplexes  me  to  fee  mankind  generally  labouring 
under  fo  great  a  darknefs,  not  fo  much  the  etfeft  of  ig¬ 
norance  as  of  fuperftition  ;  to  behold  men  well  verfed  in 
fciences,  and  all  kinds  of  human  learning,  yet  zealous 
afferters  of  manifeft  contradictions  in  matters  of  divinity, 
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rather  than  oppofe,  or  fo  much  as  examine,  the  traditions 
of  their  fathers. 

When  I  behold  mankind  divided  into  fo  many  innu¬ 
merable  different  religions  in  the  world,  all  vigorously 
propagating  their  own  tenets,  either  by  fubtlety  or  vio¬ 
lence,  yet  few  or  none  feeming  by  their  pradlice  to  be¬ 
lieve  what  they  with  fo  much  ardour  profefs,  I  could 
almoft  think,  that  thefe  various  ways  of  worfhip  were 
firff  invented  by  politicians,  each  accommodating  his  mo¬ 
del  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people  whom  he  defigned 
to  circumvent. 

But  when,  on  the  other  fide,  I  confider  there  appears 
fomething  fo  natural  and  ur.difguifed  in  the  furious  zeal 
and  unconquerable  obltinacy  of  the  greateft  part,  I  am 
as  ready  to  join  with  Cardan,  and  conclude,  That  all 
this  variety  of  religions  depends  on  the  different  influence 
of  the  liars.  This  was  a  famous  philofopher  in  Europe, 
and  held,  that  the  religion  of  the  Jews  owed  its  original 
to  the  forces  of  Saturn,  that  of  the  Chriftians  to  Jupiter, 
and  ours  to  Mars  ;  as  for  the  Pagans,  he  afiigns  to  them 
many  conftellations  and  afpedls. 

Thus  there  is  fo  equal  an  appearance  of  truth  and 
falfehcod  in  every  religion,  that  I  ihould  not  know  how, 
in  human  reafon,  to  fix  on  any. 

Superftition  renders  a  man  a  fool,  and  fcepticifm  is 
enough  to  make  him  mad.  To  believe  all  things  is  above 
reafon  ;  to  give  credit  to  nothing  is  below  it  :  I  will  keep 
the  middle  path,  and  diredt  my  faith  by  my  reafon. 

That  faculty  tells  me,  that,  if  I  were  inclined  to  adore 
the  fun,  moon,  and  liars,  for  their  beauty  and  influence, 
I  might  on  the  fame  ground  worlhip  my  own  eyes,  with¬ 
out  which  I  could  not  behold  their  tempting  fplendours  ; 
or,  I  might  as  well  pay  divine  honour  to  that  more  inti¬ 
mate  fenl'e,  my  feeling,  or  any  of  my  other  fenfes,  which 
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only  render  me  capable  to  know  the  virtue  of  thefe  lu¬ 
minaries.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  elements,  and 
all  vifible  beings. 

What  then  (hall  I  adore,  or  to  whom  (hall  I  return 
thanks  for  all  the  bleffings  I  enjoy  ?  for  even  in  this  mi- 
ferable  life  I  tafte  fome  happinefs.  To  what  being,  I 
fay,  fhall  I  addrefs  my  vows  and  Applications,  for  all 
the  good  that  I  poffefs  and  want  ?  Is  it  to  any  thing  that 
I  have  feen  or  can  fee,  or  that  I  can  reprefent  to  myfelf 
under  a  figure  ?  Is  it  to  any  part  of  the  univerfe,  or  no  ? 
No.  To  the  whole  complex  together  ?  No.  I  have  a 
thoufand  kind  thoughts  for  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  for 
the  elements,  and  many  other  compound  creatures.  My 
foul,  and  that  of  the  world,  are  unifons.  But  it  is  the 
profound  depth  of  eternity,  the  infinite,  and  immortal, 
who  is  the  diapafon,  and  makes  perfeft  harmony. 

To  that  being  which  has  no  refemblance,  neither  is 
divided  into  parts,  nor  circumfcribed  with  limits,  whofe 
centre  is  every  where,  circumference  no  where,  who  hath 
neither  beginning  nor  end ;  to  the  only  Omnipotent, 
from  whom  all  other  things  flow,  and  to  whom  they  all 
return  ;  to  Him  I  owe  all  that  I  have,  and  will  pay  what 
I  can.  And  fomething  by  his  determination  I  am  in¬ 
debted,  and  will  difcixarge  it  to  thee,  orient  light  of  the 
Morefco  muffulmans  ;  that  is,  the  duty  of  an  humble 
flave,  in  begging  pardon  for  this  prefumption. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  16J2. 


II. — To  the  Kaimccham. 

It  was  the  contemplation  of  Ifouf  Eb’n  Hadrilla,  an  Ara¬ 
bian  philofopher,  that  all  men  were  at  firft  created  in  a  ftatc 
of  war  ;  for  this  fage  gave  no  credit  to  the  writings  of  Mo- 
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fes,  the  Jewilh  hiftorian  and  prophet ;  neither  could  any 
arguments  perfuade  him  to  believe,  that  ail  mortals  de- 
fcended  from  Adam.  It  was  an  article  of  his  faith,  that 
in  the  infancy  of  the  world  men  were  formed  of  the  proli¬ 
fic  fiime  of  the  earth,  impregnated  by  the  vigorous  warmth 
of  the  fun.  and  that  all  other  animals  had  their  original 
in  the  fame  manner ;  but  that,  in  procefs  cf  time,  the 
richnefs  of  the  feminal  foil  being  exhaufted  by  a  conti¬ 
nual  fpontaneous  produdrion  of  living  creatures,  there 
was  no  other  way  to  perpetuate  the  various  kinds  of  be¬ 
ings,  and  multiply  the  individuals,  but  by  the  ordinary 
method  of  generation  ;  for  which  reafon  nature  feems  to 
have  fubdivided  every  fpecies  into  two  fexes. 

Hence  this  philofopher  concludes,  that  at  firft  there 
was  no  nearer  relation  between  man  and  man,  than  there 
is  now  betwixt  a  lion  and  a  fheep,  or  any  other  different 
kinds  of  animals  ;  faring  only,  that  as  thefe  are  diftin- 
guifned  by  their  forms,  into  four-footed  beafts,  fowls, 
fifhes,  and  creeping  things,  fo  men  affumed  to  themfelves 
the  character  of  rational  creatures ;  and  a  principle  of 
felf-prefervation  was  the  firft  ground  of  a  tacit  and  com¬ 
mon  league  between  men,  againft  the  reft  of  their  fellow- 
animals,  efpecially  againft  thofe  which  made  a  more 
frightful  figure  on  earth  than  we  do,  and  feemed  more 
rapacious,  and  inclined  to  mifchief,  fuch  as  dragons,  ty- 
gers,  bears,  lions,  &c. 

But  notwithftanding  this  general  affociation  of  our 
race  againft  the  more  favage  and  fierce  troops  of  beafts, 
vet  one  man  ftill  flood  upon  his  guard  againft  another  ; 
and  all  the  fons  of  the  earth  endeavoured  to  maintain  the 
pofts  which  nature  had  allotted  each  man  ;  that  is,  the 
place  where  he  was  firft  formed,  and  drew  breath.  But 
things  could  not  laft  long  in  this  ftate  ;  for  either  by  in- 
ftincl  or  reafon,  (call  it  which  you  will,  fays  this  author) 
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men  being  ftraitened  for  want  of  fruits,  or  fpurred  on  by 
feme  fecret  defire  of  novelty,  foon  went  out  of  their 
bounds,  and  encountered  each  other,  more  by  chance 
than  defign  ;  whence  arofe  the  firft  occafions  of  a&ual 
war  ;  for  every  ftranger  appeared  like  an  invader  ;  they 
naturally  ftartled  and  fufpefted  each  other ;  reciprocal 
pafiions  of  choler  fprung  in  their  breads  ;  and  every  man’ 
to  prevent  the  effeA  of  his  own  fears  and  apprehenfions, 
ruihed  on  his  neighbour,  who  vva3,  on  the  fame  ground, 
as  ready  for  an  affault  as  himfelf.  Thus  an  univerfal 
war  commenced  in  the  world,  which,  by  various  methods 
of  improvement,  was  carried  on  by  the  fucceeding  ge¬ 
nerations,  and  continued  to  the  prefent  times. 

As  for  the  original  of  governments,  the  particular 
time  cannot  be  determined ;  but  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that 
men  generally  finding  the  inconvenience  of  thefe  private 
perfonal  combats,  and  by  degrees  arriving  to  greater  ma¬ 
turity  of  experience,  formed  themfelves  at  firft  into  little 
focieties  and  friendfhips,  or  as  they  dwelt  near  one  ano¬ 
ther,  eras  they  agreed  in  fome  common  inclinations,  princi¬ 
ples,  and  interefts ;  from  which  fmall  affociations,  they 
gradually  fpread  into  larger  communities,  living  under 
certain  laws  and  obligations  of  mutual  peace,  juftice,  and 
aftiftance  toward  each  other,  and  of  defence  againft  their 
common  enemies ;  fome  living  under  the  form  of  a  com¬ 
monwealth,  others  of  a  monarchy ;  each  body  of  men 
Getting  up  fuch  a  model,  as  beft  fuited  their  own  in¬ 
terefts  and  neceffities.  From  hence  fprung  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  nations,  kingdoms,  and  empires.  Thus  far  the 
Arabian  pbilofopher. 

But  without  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  his  principles, 
one  would  think,  that  fome  of  the  weftern  Nazarenes 
were  his  difciples ;  and  indeed  all  civil  difienfions  feem  to 
be  grounded  on  the  fame  maxims  ;  whilft  men,  on  the 
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leaft  difcontent  or  jealoufy,  lay  afide  the  obedience  they 
owe  to  their  fovereigps,  claiming  I  know  not  what  na¬ 
tural  right  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  encroachments 
and  ufurpations  of  other?. 

Thus  no  fooner  was  it  fuppofed  here,  that  the  king 
intended  to  recal  Cardinal  Mazarini  from  his  exile,  but 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  who  are  fecret  friends  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  publilhed  an  arreft  againft  the  cardinal, 
whereby  all  perfons  are  forbid  to  contribute  towards  the 
return  of  this  minifter  ;  and  ordering,  that  his  library, 
with  all  his  moveables,  ftrould  be  fold,  to  raife  a  fum  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  livres,  which  is  promifed 
as  a  reward  to  thofe  who  fhall  either  take  him  prifoner, 
or  kill  him.  They  alfo  petitioned  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
to  make  the  utmoft  ufe  of  his  authority  againft  the  car¬ 
dinal,  who  thereupon  railed  confiderable  troops,  and 
gave  the  command  of  them  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  cardinal  is  not  idle,  but,  with 
what  forces  he  has,  performs  fome  confiderable  attion 
in  his  own  defence.  He  has  taken  prifoner  an  eminent 
counfellor  of  parliament.  The  parliament  fent  a  trumpet 
to  demand  his  releafe.  This  meffenger  was  rejected  ; 
whereupon  the  parliament  are  taking  new  methods. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  has  fent  a  letter  and  requeft  to 
the  parliament,  defiring  them  to  fufpend  the  execution 
of  the  arreft  publilhed  againft  him,  fince  the  time  given  him 
to  lay  down  his  arms  was  not  yet  expired,  and  that  the 
cardinal  was  returned  into  the  kingdom,  contrary  to  a 
prohibition  figned  by  the  king. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  traverfes,  Mazarini  is 
come  again  to  the  court,  which  is  now  kept  at  Foibtiers, 
where  he  w'as  received  with  infinite  refpect  and  carefles, 
by  the  king,  the  queen,  and  all  his  friends.  Animofities 
daily  increafe  between  the  different  parties  ;  private 
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grudges  ate  improved  to  public  fadfions  ;  an  univerfal 
peevifhnefs  has  pofl'effed  the  hearts  of  the  French  nation  ; 
they  are  alarmed  and  offended  at  one  another’s  looks  : 
If  a  man  (mile  too  much,  or  too  little,  in  converfing  with 
his  friend,  it  is  enough  to  give  him  the  charadler  of  an 
enemy,  or  at  leaft  to  render  him  fufpedled  ;  fo  tiiet  he 
who  would  live  peaceably  here,  at  this. juncture,  had 
need  to  be  well  {killed  in  all  the  fecrets  of  phyfiognomy, 
and  make  frequent  ufe  of  his  looking-glafs,  left  any 
oblique  caft  of  his  eye,  or  fatirical  writhing  of  his  nofe, 
fhouid  be  interpreted  for  fymptoms  of  hidden  malice  ;  for 
now  they  will  lpy  treafon  in  every  feature  of  a  man’s  face. 

As  for  me,  when  I  go  abroad,  I  conform  to  all  com¬ 
panies,  yet  alter  not  my  addrefs  ;  I  neither  play  the  ape, 
nor  counterfeit  a  ftatue  ;  but,  obferving  a  medium,  I 
pay  a  civil  refpeft  to  all,  without  being  courtly  or  uide, 
for  this  carriage  belt  fuits  with  my  circumftances.  Hence 
it  is,  that  nobody  fufpefts  the  plain,  deformed,  blunt, 
crook-backed  Titus  of  Moldavia,  to  be  mat  I  am  really, 
Mahmut,  the  Have  of  the  exalted  Porte. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  l6gz. 


III. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  ’Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire . 

Th  e  prince  of  Conde’s  taking  up  arms,  has  more  puz¬ 
zled  the  counfels  of  the  king  of  France,  and  more  em- 
barraffed  his  affairs,  than  any  occ  rrence  th  :  has  hap¬ 
pened  fince  the  death  of  his  iVutr. 

1  have  already  informed  th;  Kaimacham,  r.ed  others, 
of  all  paffages  hitherto  relat’  .  thefe  uteftine  broils; 
fince  wYch  they  feem  to  he  .  ■  oved  'o  a  w  r,  where¬ 
in  foreign  nations  take  a  part.  After  the  return  of  Car- 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  IV, 


lid 

dinal  Mazarini  to  this  court,  the  Prince  of  Conde  was 
driven  to  great  ftraits,  being-  compelled  by  the  fwift 
marches  of  the  king’s  army  to  retire  to  Bourdeaux  ; 
where,  confidering  that  it  would  not  be  fo  much  his  inte¬ 
rred:  to  keep  this  place,  as  to  increafe  his  forces,  he  fent 
envoys  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  Archduke  Leopold 
in  Flanders,  tq.  delire  their  aliiftance. 

The  former  immediately  difpatched  away  orders  for  a 
confiderable  body  of  men  to  approach  the  coniines  of 
Gafcoigne,  where  the  prince  had  a  great  intereft  ;  and 
the  latter  fent  him  ei-jht  thoufand  men,  to  aft  on  the 
fide  of  Flanders,  and  toward  Paris,  as  occalion  offered. 
This  is  the  particular  game  of  the  Spaniards,  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  civil  wars  in  this  kingdom,  that  fo,  by 
aflifting  the  weaker  party,  they  may  balance  the  con- 
tefting  powers  of  the  nation,  and  keep  them  in  a  perpe¬ 
tual  quarrel ;  whilft  in  the  interim  they  gain  ground,  re¬ 
cover  the  places  which  the  French  took  from  them  in 
time  of  domeftic  peace,  and  fo  pave  the  way  to  new 
conquefts. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  parliament  fent  deputies  to  the 
king,  befeeching  him  to  remember  his  royal  word,  by 
which  he  had  for  ever  banifhed  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and 
reprefenting  to  him  the  fatal  confequences  which  were 
like  to  proceed  from  his  return  ;  but  the  king,  inltead 
of  complying  with  their  requefts,  caufed  an  edifl  of 
council  to  be  publilhed,  which  juftified  his  condufl  in 
this  matter. 

He  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  the  parliament,  full  of  com¬ 
plaints,  that  they  had  not  yet  publilhed  any  order  to 
hinder  the  entrance  of  a  foreign  army  into  the  kingdom  ; 
but  all  fignified  nothing  to  men  pafiionately  bent  to 
-maintain  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  quarrel  againft  their  fo- 
vereign.  He  has  but  few  trufty  men  in  that  fenate,  and 
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they  are  overawed  by  the  reft  ;  befides,  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  bears  a  ftrange  fway,  both  in  the  parliament  and 
country. 

At  the  inftigation  of  the  prince,  the  citizens  of  Orleans 
(hut  up  their  gates,  when  they  heard  the  king  was  coming 
that  way  in  his  return  to  Paris  :  yet  the  country  was 
open  for  the  Prince  of  Conde,  a  fubjedt ;  he  travelled  up 
and  down  the  provinces,  to  make  new  interefts,  and  con¬ 
firm  the  old,  leaving  the  command  of  his  army  in  Gaf- 
coigne  to  his  brother  the  Prince  of  Conti. 

There  have  been  many  fkirmifhes  and  encounters  be¬ 
tween  the  king’s  forces  and  thofc  of  the  malcontents, 
and  one  fierce  combat,  wherein  the  Prince  of  Conde  dee 
feated  the  vanguard  of  the  king’s  army,  as  he  was  march¬ 
ing  to  this  city  ;  whereby,  getting  the  ftart  of  his  fove- 
reign,  he  arrived  here,  and  was  received  in  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  whilft  the  monarch  was  forced  to  lie  encamped  in 
the  field. 

The  prince  found  a  different  reception,  according  to 
the  various  humours  of  people  :  The  greateft  part  fa¬ 
voured  him  ;  and  he  received  infinite  careffes  from  the 
citizens  of  Paris  ;  but  met  with  fome  oppofition  from 
perfons  of  higher  rank,  and  more  ftedfaft  loyalty  to  the 
crown.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  his  greateft  friend,  and 
one  for  whom  the  parliament  have  a  great  deference  ;  not 
fo  much  in  contemplation  of  his  wit  and  policy,  as  for 
the  fake  of  his  near  relation  to  the  crown,  he  being  uncle 
to  the  prefent  king  ;  whereby  he  has  a  right  to  affume 
more  authority  than  others,  in  regulating  the  diforders  of 
the  court,  among  which  the  greateft  is  efteemed  that  of 
Cardinal  Mazarini's  return. 

In  a  word,  both  parties  ferve  themfelves  of  thofe  who 
have  the  greateft  intereft,  and  are  molt  likely  to  compofe 
the  quarrel  The  exiled  queen  of  England  and  her  fon, 
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who  have  taken  fan&uary  in  this  kingdom  from  the  per- 
fecutions  of  their  own  fubjecls,  make  it  their  bufinefs  to 
mediate  between  the  court  party  and  the  fadlion  of  the 
princes. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  alfo  fent  deputies  to  the  king, 
to  reprefent  to  him,  that  the  only  means  to  give  quiet  to 
the  hate,  was  to  banith  the  cardinal  minilter  ;  and,  as 
they  were. delivering  their  addrefs,  Mazarini  came  in,  at 
the  light  of  whom  they  aggravated  their  charge, 'and  faid 
to  his  face,  “  That  he  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  evils 
which  the  kingdom  fuffered.”  The  cardinal,  interrupt¬ 
ing  them,  turned  to  the  king,  and  faid,  “  Sir,  It  will 
not  be  juft  that  fo  ft  ou  rilin' rig  a  kingdom,  and  to  whole 
grandeur  I  liave  contributed  all  that  lay  in  my  power, 
ihould  ruin  it  fell  for  my  fake  ;  therefore  I  humbly  en¬ 
treat  your  majefty  to  grant  that  i  mav  return  to  my  own 
country,  or  whitherfoever  my  fortune  (hail  call  me.” 
“  No,  no,  replied  the  queen  ( not  without  fome  pafiion), 
this  cannot  be  granted  :  The  king  had  never  more  need 
of  your  counfe’s-than  at  this  juncture  :  We  cannot  con- 
fent,  that  fo  ferviceable  a  man  Ihould  be  baniftied  only  to 
humour  his  enemies  ;  therefore  let  us  hear  no  more  of 
that.” 

The  d.  puties,  perceiving  nothing  of  hope,  returned  to 
Paris.  Then  the  par'd -ment  deputed  others  to  go  to  the 
king,  and  remonftrate  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  realm  : 
This  was  done  a  fc-  days  ago. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  have  been  alarmed  here  in  the 
city  with  daily  infurredtions  of  the  multitude.  The  oc- 
cafton  was,  fome  r  rivate  orders  which  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  had  given  to  the  provoft  of  the  me.  chants,  relating 
to  his  charge,  and  the  v  eliare  of  the  city.  This  being 
miiunderftood  Ly  :he  people,  who  have  not  the  fenfe  to 
diilinguilh  the  good  offices  of  their  governors  from  in- 
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juries,  put  them  all  into  a  tumult.  They  affaulted  the 
provoft  in  his  coach,  as  he  was  palling  the  ftreets  ;  and, 
had  he  not  efcaped  into  an  apothecary’s  lTiop,  they  would, 
perhaps,  iri  their  fury,  have  torn  him  in  pieces  ;  for  fo 
they  ferved  his  coach,  as  an  after  revenge. 

I  am  weary  of  beholding  the  malicious  quarrels  of 
thefe  infidels  ;  but  when  I  coniider,  that  their  v ilcenjs 
will  be  inftrumental  to  the  future  conqueiis  01  tin:  true 
believers,  I  am  patient  and  religned. 

However,  it  is  one  comfort  to  me  in  this  thorny  Na¬ 
tion,  that  one  time  or  other,  inftead  of  the  perpetual 
jangling  of  bells  in  Paris,  1  may  again  have  the  happinefs 
to  hear  the  muezins  cry  on  the  minarets  in  Conftanti- 
nople,  “  There  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  his  Pro¬ 
phet.”  Or  if  I  (hall  not  live  to  enjoy  this  vfilh,  yet,  in 
the  invifible  hate,  I  fhall  hear  the  fame  cry,  and  lhall  be 
paft  doubt  of  thofe  things,  whereof  I  have  no  certainty 
in  this  life. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 


IV. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjlclan  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Th  e  Chriftians  feem  to  have  too  proud  an  opinion  of 
themfelves,  and  fet  a  greater  value  on  human  nature  than 
fuits  with  reafon.  They  alfert,  that  all  things  were  made 
for  man,  and  fbyle  him  lord  of  his  fellow-creatures  ;  as  if 
God  had  given  him  an  abkdute  dominion  over  the  reft  of 
his  works,  efpecia'ly  over  the  animal  generations,  and 
that  all  the  birds  of  the  air,  beads  of  the  earth,  and  filh 
of  the  fea,  were  created  only  to  ferve  his  appetite,  and 
other  necefiities  of  life.  I  remember  a  letter  I  formerly 
fent  to  thee,  wherein  1  difcourfed  of  the  Cartefian  philo- 
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fophers,  and  their  contempt  of  the  bealts,  in  denying 
them  fouls,  or  the  ufe  of  reafon. 

Give  me  leave  to  entertain  thee  now,  and  divert  my- 
felf,  with  fome  farther  remarks  on  this  fubjedl.  It  is  a 
refuge  from  melancholy,  when  I  can  thus  freely  difcover 
my  thoughts  to  a  friend,  who  I  know  will  not  be  partial 
to  the  truth. 

I  have  been  long  an  advocate  for  the  brutes,  and  have 
endeavoured  both  to  abftain  from  injuring  them  myfelf, 
and  to  inculcate  this  fundamental  point  of  juitice  to  others. 
This  is  owing  to  the  example  and  philofophyof  Mahum- 
med,  the  Eremite  in  Arabia,  that  light  and  glory  of  re¬ 
ligious  men  :  And,  were  it  not  that  my  humour  is  to  be 
doubtful  in  all  things,  the  influence  of  his  converfation 
would  make  me  a  profeffed  Pythagorean,  a  difciple  of  the 
Indian  bramins,  a  champion  for  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls. 

The  laft  letter,  fave  one,  I  writ  to  that  folitary,  was 
upon  this  fubjedt ;  fuch  an  one  as  would  divert  him  in  his 
cave.  It  contained  an  account  of  the  primitive  manner 
of  life  pradlifed  by  the  ancients',  a  narrative  of  the  golden 
age,  a  hiftory  of  human  innocence,  and  the  fteps  which 
men  firft  took  to  ufe  violence  and  cruelty  to  their  fellow- 
creatures.  Now  I  will  prefent  thee  with  fome  additional 
obfervations,  fome  remnants  of  antiquated  truth,  gleaned 
from  philofophers  and  hiftorians,  and  winnowed  from  the 
chaff  of  error  and  fuperftition. 

Who  would  not  believe  the  beafts  to  be  endowed  with 
reafon,  when  he  beholds  them  perform  all  the  adlions  of 
rational  creatures,  with  more  caution,  though  lefs  pride, 
than  men  ?  They  are  more  provident  than  we,  and  much 
more  fubtle  in  avoiding  any  afflidtion  or  danger.  Witnefs 
Thales  the  philofopher’s  mule,  which  he  often  employed 
to  carry  fait  to  a  certain  market ;  but  the  cunning  beaft, 
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finding  herfelf  overloaded,  when  (he  was  palling  through 
a  river,  lay  down,  whereby  the  water,  penetrating  into 
the  facks  of  fait,  melted  it  away,  and  lightened  her  bur¬ 
den  ;  and  this  was  her  conftant  practice,  till  the  philofo- 
pher,  perceiving  himfelf  thus  outwitted  by  his  bead,  was 
refolved  to  circumvent  her  another  way  ;  wherefore,  in- 
ftead  of  fait,  he  loaded  her  with  wool,  which  he  knew 
would  grow  heavier  by  being  wet ;  but  the  wary  mule, 
fenfible  of  the  difference  of  her  burden,  would  couch  no 
more  in  the  water,  but,  feeing  no  other  remedy,  went 
forward  on  her  journey. 

Who  will  not  admire  the  wifdom  of  the  fox  in  cold 
countries,  which  the  inhabitants  ufe  as  a  guide  when  they 
would  pafs  over  any  frozen  lake  or  river  ?  For  this  crea¬ 
ture  going  before  them,  lays  her  ears  clofe  down  to  the 
ice,  and  liftens  to  try  if  (he  can  hear  any  motion  or  noife 
of  the  water  running  underneath  ;  which  if  (he  does,  (he 
will  not  venture  on  the  ice  ;  but,  if  all  be  dill,  then  by  a 
logical  deduction  (he  concludes  the  ice  is  thick  enough 
to  bear  paffengers  ;  and  fo  (Ire  leads  the  way,  whild  the 
men  follow. 

When  a  dog  is  hunting  in  the  thick  woods,  and  by 
chance  comes  to  a  place  where  three  paths  meet,  he  firft 
feents  the  one,  then  the  other  ;  and  perceiving  that  the 
game  is  not  gone  by  any  of  thofe  two  ways,  he  throws  him¬ 
felf  fwiftly  forward  in  the  third,  without  fuch  a  particular 
application  of  his  nofe  ;  which  is  an  evident  argument, 
that  he  makes  ufe  of  the  like  choice  we  ourfelves  (hould 
do. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  this  creature,  I  cannot 
forbear  celebrating  their  virtue  and  fidelity,  whereof  we 
have  daily  experience  ;  and  there  are  many  pleafant  ex¬ 
amples  recorded  by  grave  hi  dorian  s. 

Buck  is  that  of  Hyrcanus,  a  dog  belonging  to  Lyfi- 
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machus,  who  would  never  depart  from  the  body  of  his 
dead  mafter,  but,  following  it  to  the  funeral  pile,  leaped 
into  the  fire,  and  was  burned  for  company. 

But  the  gratitude  of  a  lion  to  a  certain  Have  in  Rome 
is  beyond  all  parallel :  This  flave  was  one  of  thofe  who 
were  appointed  to  combat  with  wild  beads  in  the  amphi¬ 
theatre,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  ancient  Romans, 
in  the  public  {hows  which  were  exhibited  to  the  people. 
As  foon  as  the  lion  was  let  loofe  in  the  pavement,  he  ran 
furioully  at  the  Have,  but  coming  nearer,  he  flopped  on  a 
fudden,  as  one  aftonifhed  ;  then  he  came  gently  towards 
the  Have,  fawning  upon  him,  and  licking  his  hand,  which 
cauied  all  the  people  to  give  a  fhout.  The  emperor  be¬ 
ing  prefent,  and  taking  notice  of  the  feeming  friendfhip 
and  acquaintance  that  was  between  the  flave  and  the  lion, 
fent  for  the  flave,  and  inquired  the  occafion  of  fo  ftrange 
an  accident ;  to  whom  the  flave  made  the  following  re¬ 
lation  : 

“  My  name,  faid  he,  is  Andredus,  and  I  am  flave  to  a 
certain  proconful,  who  having  determined  to  kill  me,  I 
made  my  efcape,  and  hid  myfelf  in  a  cave,  where  I  had 
not  lain  long  before  this  Hon,  which  you  now  fee,  came 
in,  being  very  lame  of  one  foot.  As  foor.  as  he  fpied 
me,  he  came  limping  towards  me,  and  ftretched  forth  the 
paw  that  wras  wounded,  as  though  he  begged  of  me  to 
eafe  him.  Affrighted  as  I  was,  I  took  his  paw  in  my 
hand,  and  pulled  out  a  great  ragged  thorn  which  ftuck 
faft  in  it ;  then  I  wafhed  the  wound  with  my  own  water, 
whilft  he  lay  very  patiently  till  I  thoroughly  dreffed  it. 
The  eafe  he  found  by  my  application  made  him  fall 
afleep  ;  and  when  he  awaked,  he  licked  my  hands,  and 
fhowed  other  figns  of  affe&ion  and  gratitude.  I  lived 
with  him  thus  three  years  in  that  cave,  and  every  day  he 
brought  me  a  (hare  of  his  prey,  on  which  I  fuftained  my- 
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felf :  But  at  length  tired  with  this  manner  of  life,  I  took 
my  opportunity  when  he  was  gone  abroad  to  make  my 
efcape.  I  wandered  up  and  down  three  days ;  when  a 
company  of  foldiers  meeting  with  me,  and  knowing  to 
whom  I  belonged,  took  me,  and  brought  me  hither  to 
my  old  maker,  who  has  condemned  me  to  this  cruel  death. 
But  it  feems  fortune  fo  ordered  it,  that  this  lion  Ihould 
be  taken  about  the  fame  time,  and  appointed  to  be  my 
executioner  this  day  ;  yet  you  fee  he  refufes  to  perform 
his  office  out  of  gratitude  to  me  for  my  former  kind- 
nefs.”  t 

The  emperor,  aftoniffied  and  pleafed  at  this  paffage, 
gave  the  Have  his  life  and  freedom,  bellowing  alfo  the 
lion  on  him,  which  brought  him  in  a  conllant  livelihood, 
by  Ihowing  him  to  all  people,  who,  having  heard  of  this 
wonderful  accident,  were  defirous  to  fee  both  the  lion 
and  his  tenant,  for  fo  they  ftyled  the  (lave,  and  fomc 
called  him  the  lion’s  phyfician. 

I  Ihould  think  I  had  faid  enough  already  to  tire  thy 
patience,  and  make  thee  forefwear  reading  my  letters  for 
the  future,  were  I  not  well  acquainted  with  thy  genius, 
and  know  that  thou  delighted  in  relations  of  this  nature, 
being  no  enemy  to  the  harmlefs  brutes. 

Whatever  thy  fentiments  are  towards  thefe,  I  dare  be 
fure  thou  art  my  friend,  and  wilt  bear  with  my  impor¬ 
tunity,  when  I  drive  to  convince  all  men,  and  confirm 
myfelf  in  this  truth,  that  the  wild  beads  are  not  void  of 
reafon  and  moral  virtue. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year 
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V. — To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

In  the  name  of  God,  fuperlatively  indulgent  and  benign, 
lord  of  armies  which  cannot  be  numbered,  confervator  of 
the  empire  founded  on  his  own  unity  ;  praife  be  to  him 
that  has  neither  beginning  nor  end  !  what  is  the  reafon 
that  we  are  always  baffled  by  the  infidels  ?  Every  year 
our  auguft  emperor  fends  out  mighty  armies  by  land, 
and  our  fleets  by  fea  are  termed  invincible,  yet  they  are 
ftill  overcome  by  the  Chriftians.  Where  the  fault  lies  is 
belt  known  to  thee,  and  the  generals,  to  whom  the  com¬ 
mand  of  all  is  committed. 

My  fpirit  is  difquieted  about  thefe  things,  and  I  am 
uneafy  by  day,  neither  does  the  night  afford  me  any  re- 
pofe.  This  hot  weather  I  go  up  to  the  terrace  of  my 
houfe  at  the  hour  of  fleep,  thinking  that  the  coolnefs  of 
the  air  would  incline  me  to  reft  ;  but  I  can  find  none  : 
I  turn  myfelf  on  the  leads  to  the  right  hand  and  to  the 
left,  yet  all  poftures  are  alike  ;  fleep  has  abandoned  my 
eyes  ;  my  zeal  for  the  empire  of  the  faithful  will  confume 
me. 

One  night  I  made  folemn  preparations  to  welcome  the 
firlt  appearance  of  the  moon,  after  the  manner  of  my 
countrymen.  I  fprinkled  water  on  the  floor  of  the  ter- 
Tace,  and  with  a  new  befom  fwept  away  all  uncleannefs : 
I  filled  a  lamp  with  the  mod  precious  oil  I  could  get  in 
Paris,  which  having  lighted  at  the  going  down  of  the 
fun,  I  placed  dire&ly  on  that  part  which  is  neareft  to 
Mecca.  Then  I  fell  on  my  face,  and  prayed  the  eternal 
fource  of  light,  “  That  at  the  moment  when  the  moon 
firft  afeended  our  horizon,  an  intelle&ual  fplendour  might 
ffline  in  my  breaft,  that  I  might  there,  as  in  a  mirror,  be- 
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hold  the  future  fate  of  the  muffulmans,  and  the  events 
which  as  vet  were  hid  in  the  dark  womb  of  poffibility.,' 

My  petition  was  granted.  The  night  was  in  her  fliady 
courfe,  the  liars  on  their  watch,  and  time,  as  from  a 
limbeck,  diftilled  the  frlent  minutes,  till  the  moment 
wherein  the  neighbour  planet  firfl  peeped  on  the  tops  of 
the  mountains.  At  that  inftant  I  faw  and  heard  things 
(or  at  lead  I  thought  fo)  which  I  never  fo  much  as 
dreamed  of  before,  neither  can  I  remember  the  thou- 
fandth  part. 

Believe  me,  fupreme  commander  of  the  marine,  I  do 
not  boaft  or  joy  in  this  ;  for  I  think  there  can  be  no 
greater  afflidlion  than  to  be  once  made  partaker  of  fuch  a 
blifs,  and  then  to  lofe  it  almod  as  foon  as  gained.  Yet 
there  are  fome  footdeps  of  the  vifion  remaining  on  my 
memory. 

“  Methinks  I  beheld  armies  of  muffulmans  (for  I 
thought  them  to  be  fuch  by  their  turbans)  making  feve- 
ral  deicents  on  the  fhores  of  Italy  :  Methought  I  faw 
them  prodrate  thomfelves  on  the  ground  ;  and,  after  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  lilence,  the  air  echoed  with  the 
found  of  Allah,  Allah,  much  like  the  ncife  of  great  caf- 
cades,  or  falls  of  water. 

Then  they  feemed  to  difperfe  themfelves  all  over  the 
country  in  divers  bodies.  The  inhabitants  of  Rome  ap¬ 
peared  all  in  a  great  cor.dernation  :  The  chief  mufti  of 
that  place  went  forthwith  into  the  ffreets,  followed  by 
his  cardinals  and  dervii'es,  accompanied  by  an  innumer¬ 
able  multitude  of  people.  They  carried  their  gods  of 
gold  and  filver  along  with  them  ;  and  being  apparelled 
with  garments  of  coarfe  hair,  they  fprinkled  a  dies  on 
their  foreheads,  in  token  of  their  humility,  and  to  pacify 
the  indignation  that  was  kindled  againft  them. 

*•  But  Heaven  was  deaf  to  their  clamorous  vows,  nei- 
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ther  could  all  the  pomp  of  their  fuperftitious  folemnity 
dazzle  the  eyes  which  are  a  thoufand  times  brighter  than 
the  fun,  penetrating  into  the  darkeft  corners  of  the  heart. 
In  a  word,  thefe  infidels  feemed  a  while  after  to  be  in  a 
great  confufion  and  hurry,  running  this  way  and  that 
way  to  hide  their  -goods,  and  fave  themfelves  from  the 
victorious  ftrangers.  In  fine,  I  faw  the  croffes  taken 
down  from  the  minarets  of  the  mofques  in  Rome,  and 
crefcents  advanced  in  their  place.” 

I  do  not  relate  this,  as  if  I  gave  credit  to  vifions  and 
trances  :  Perhaps  all  this  might  be  but  a  waking  dream  ; 
yet  fuch  vifionary  entertainments  happen  of  courfe  to  our 
countrymen,  when  they  obferve  the  forefaid  ceremonies. 
But  I  tell  thee,  I  am  not  afleep  at  this  moment,  and  yet 
it  appears  to  me  a  very  probable  undertaking,  for  the 
muffulmans  to  fit  out  a  mighty  fleet,  which,  having  a 
fufficient  army  of  landmen  aboard,  might  deliver  them, 
with  little  or  no  oppofition,  on  fome  of  the  wealthy 
fhores  of  Italy  ;  and  if  it  is  not  thought  worth  the  la¬ 
bour  to  make  new  conquefts,  which  would  be  difficult  to 
maintain,  yet  at  dealt  our  foldiers,  by  plundering  only  the 
rich  temples  and  convents  of  the  Nazarenes,  might  carry 
away  ineftimable  treafures. 

I  wrote  formerly  to  one  of  thy  predeceffors  about  the 
fame  matter,  propofing  the  furprife  of  Loretto,  as  a  very 
eafy  attempt,  and  that  the  booty  would  infinitely  furpafs 
the  expence  and  trouble  ;  but  Mahmut’s  advices  are  ne¬ 
ver  regarded  till  it  is  too  late.  We  fquander  away  thou- 
fands  of  men,  and  millions  of  money,  to  purchafe  little 
infignificant  iflands,  which  are  defended  indeed  with  feem- 
ing  vigour  by  the  Chriftians,  but  it  is  rather  to  amufe 
us  than  out  of  any  real  value  they  have  for  thofe  places. 

It  is  only  a  maxim  of  weftern  policy  thus  to  give  di- 
verfion  to  the  arms  which  are  deftined  to  fubdue  all  na- 
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tions.  They  fport  themfelves,  to  fee  the  flower  of  the 
eaftern  militia  confumed  in  their  trenches,  before  the  im¬ 
pregnable  fortrefs  of  Candia,  which,  if  won,  will  not  quit 
the  coil  of  fo  tedious  a  fiege  ;  whereas,  in  half  that 
time,  our  invincible  forces  might  have  overrun  all  Italy. 

Thou  wilt  not  think  this  an  impracticable  enterprife, 
when  thou  flialt  coniider  the  divilions  of  the  Italian  prin¬ 
ces,  the  univerfal  fecurity  and  voluptuoufnefs  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  yet  the  oppreffions  and  tyranny  they  live  un¬ 
der,  being  fleeced  and  polled  of  all  their  fubftance,  to 
maintain  the  grandeur  of  their  governors,  and  the  pride 
of  the  clergy,  which  renders  them  equally  difguiled  at 
their  prefent  flavifh  manner  of  life,  and  defirous  of  a 
change.  It  is  not  hard  to  furmife  after  all  this,  that  a 
conqueft  would  be  eafy  to  the  victorious  muflulmans,  or 
at  leaft.  fuch  depredations  as  would  mightily  enrich 
them. 

The  mod  proper  news  that  I  can  fend  thee,  is  of  a 
combat  lately  fought  at  fea  between  the  Engliih  and  the 
Dutch.  The  generals  on  both  iides  are  faid  to  be  brave 
men  :  He  of  Britain  is  called  Blake  ;  the  other’s  name 
is  Trump.  Which  had  the  befl:  of  it,  is  not  certainly 
known  :  men  fpeak  as  they  are  biafled.  Yet  the  Dutch 
loft  two  {hips  in  this  engagement,  though  their  fleet  was 
far  more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Engliih. 

If  I  were  worthy  to  advife  my  fuperiors,  I  would  propofe. 
fome  notable  exploit  by  land ;  for  God  has  given  the 
earth  to  the  true  believers,  but  the  fea  to  the  Chriftians, 

Paris,  14th  of  the  Cth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 
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VI.— -To  the  Kiaya  Bey,  or  Lieutenant-General  of  the 
Janizaries. 

I  had  once  a  great  intimacy  with  Caffim  Hali,  the  brave 
a ga,  who  is  now  no  more  on  earth.  That  honeft  old 
general  merited  all  men’s  love  :  Follow  thou  his  example, 
and  in  time  his  poft  will  fall  to  thy  lot.  Thou  art  al¬ 
ready  in  the  laft  advance  to  it ;  let  no  airy  vice  make 
thee  giddy,  and  give  thee  a  fall.  It  is  a  common  apho- 
rifm,  That  health,  long  life,  and  honour  defcend  from 
above.  But  if  they  do,  I  tell  thee,  it  is  like  the  rain, 
which  only  then  does  good,  when  it  penetrates  the  earth, 
and  moiftens  to  the  root.  An  humble  heart  is  like  a 
kindly  mould  receiving  the  dews  of  Heaven  with  advan¬ 
tage  and  profit ;  but  pride  is  a  rock,  which  fpatters  away 
the  bleffirigs  fhowered  down  on  it. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  be  affronted  at  my  blunt  way  of 
writing ;  yet  affure  thyfelf,  I  honour  thee  more  than  a 
thoufand  flatterers.  I  am  not  fent  hither  to  ftudy  nice 
enpreffions,  but  to  ferve  the  Grand  Signior  with  inte¬ 
grity.  Befiaes,  I  know  thou  haft  not  been  accuftomed 
to  the  foft  entertainment  of  ladies  chambers,  but  the 
rough  dialed!  of  war.  It  is  thy  honour  to  be  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  delicacies  of  difcourfe,  diet,  or  drefiing  : 
things  only  fit  to  enervate  a  man’s  courage,  and  change 
his  heart  into  that  of  a  woman.  Thou  knoweft  how  to 
handle  the  cuirafs  and  lance,  the  fabre  and  fhield,  the 
bow  and  gun,  and  art  perfectly  verfed  in  all  the  military 
terms  of  art.  A  difcourfe  of  fieges  and  campaigns, 
florming  of  forts,  and  plundering  of  camps,  is  more 
agreeable  to  thee  than  all  Tully’s  oratory,  or  the  fineft 
ftrains  of  the  Perfian  poets.  I  am  therefore  confident 
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thou  wilt  not  take  it  ill,  that  I  addrefs  to  thee  in  a  ftyle 
void  of  artifice,  yet  full  of  real  refpedt  and  love. 

If  I  counfel  thee,  it  is  for  thy  good  ;  and  I  am  com¬ 
manded  to  exprefs  my  fentiments  with  freedom.  Befides, 
I  have  a  perfonal  privilege  to  advife  thee,"  the  right  of  a 
friend,  which  thou  wilt  acknowledge,  when  I  tell  thee, 
that  I  once  had  the  happinefs  to  fave  thy  life,  as  we  tra¬ 
velled  together  in  Arabia. 

Thou  canft  not  but  remember  that  paffage,  and  how 
that,  in  heat  of  youthful  blood,  thou  hadft  provoked 
an  emir  to  kill  thee  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  caravan, 
had  not  I  fallen  at  his  feet,  and  told  him  thou  wert  a 
ftranger  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country. 

Believe  me,  I  do  not  reproach  thee  with  this,  but  on¬ 
ly  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  argument  to  convince  thee,  that 
the  fame  motives  which  prompted  me  to  interpofe  myfelf 
at  that  time  between  thee  and  certain  death,  induce  me 
now  to  give  thee  warning  of  a  precipice  of  which  thou 
art  in  danger.  Every  one  gives  thee  the  character  of  a 
brave  man,  and  nobody  diflikes  thee  the  worfe  for  being  of 
an  air  as  fierce  as  a  Tartar.  All  this  becomes  a  man  of 
the  fword  ;  and  they  fay,  thou  doll  every  thing  with  a 
martial  grace. 

But  I  am  told  likewife,  that  thou  art  guilty  of  ava¬ 
rice,  and  that,  for  the  lucre  of  prefents,  thou  enrolleft 
men  in  the  lift  of  the  janizaries,  who  are  not  fit  to  ferve 
in  the  wars  ;  fuch  as  are  houfekeepers,  perfons  entangled 
with  wives  and  children,  with  debts  and  other  encum¬ 
brances,  that  they  only  appear  on  certain  days  in  the 
military  habit,  and  then  return  to  their  domeftic  bufinefs, 
without  ever  regarding  the  difcipline  of  the  royal  cham¬ 
bers,  or  thinking  themfelves  obliged  to  learn  the  art  of 
war ;  that  thou  in  the  mean  time  takeft  their  pay,  and 
many  additional  bribes,  vvhilft  they  are  only  contented 
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with  the  title  and  privilege  of  a  janizary,  to  fhelter  them- 
felves  from  juilice,  and  protedl  them  in  their  rapine  and 
villanies. 

I  tell  thee,  fliould  this  be  known  and  proved  againft 
thee,  it  would  be  to  thy  ruin  ;  but  I  hope  better  things, 
and  that  thefe  are  only  the  furmifes  of  thy  enemies.  For 
thou  knoweft,  that  none  ought  to  be  admitted  into  that 
ancient  order,  but  the  tributary  fons  of  the  Nazarenes, 
who,  being  in  their  infancy  lifted  in  the  college,  know 
neither  father  nor  patron,  fave  the  Grand  Signior,  who 
is  the  common  parent  and  protedlor  of  the  Ofman  em¬ 
pire.  On  his  fervice  is  all  their  zeal  and  courage  fixed, 
having  no  private  bias,  no  partial  inclinations,  to  warp 
them  from  the  fidelity  they  owe  their  great  mafter.  They 
are  devoted  to  indefatigable  toils  and  hardfhips  during 
their  w’hole  life. 

This  was  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  janizaries,  though, 
through  the  corruption  of  the  times,  they  have  much  de  - 
generated  from  their  primitive  rules.  But  thou,  wrho 
art  honoured  with  an  high  command,  wilt  fignalife  thy 
virtue  and  loyalty  in  reforming  thefe  abufes,  and  in  not 
fuffering  the  college  of  men  of  war  to  become  a  recep¬ 
tacle  of  rogues  and  drones. 

Such  difordevs  as  thefe  have  promoted  the  inteftine 
broils  of  this  kingdom  •,  I  fay  not  that  they  are  the  ori¬ 
ginal  caufes  ;  yet  it  is  a  great  diminution  of  fovereign 
majefty,  when  a  king  fhall  find  his  own  armies  fighting 
againft  him,  as  they  do  at  prefent  here  in  France.  How 
many  mutinies  and  rebellions  have  been  raifed  by  the  li¬ 
centious  janizaries  at  Conftantinople,  when,  laying  afidc 
all  refpedl  and  duty,  they  have  not  fpared  to  violate  the 
feraglio  itfelf,  but  entering  within  thofe  facred  walls 
with  bands  of  armed  men,  have  turned  all  things  topfy- 
turvy,  feized  on  the  imperial  treafure,  changed  the  do- 
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meftic  officers  of  their  fovereign,  and  fometimes  chafed 
him  from  his  own  palace,  to  the  hazard,  if  not  to  the 
lofs  of  his  life. 

If  thou  wouldft  know  what  they  are  doing  here  i« 
France,  the  men  of  arms  are  cutting  one  another’s  throats, 
whilft  the  rabble  are  burning  their  neighbours  out  of 
their  houfes. 

Two  days  ago,  the  multitude  affembled  in  the  ftreets, 
and,  having  befet  a  certain  palace  in  this  city,  they  put 
fire  to  it,  refolving  to  kill  all  that  ffiould  attempt  to 
make  their  efcape  out  of  the  flames.  A  perfon  of  qua¬ 
lity,  coming  out  to  pacify  them,  fell  a  vidlim  to  their 
unbridled  rage  ;  and  had  not  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  (of 
whom  I  have  often  made  mention  in  my  letters)  inter- 
pofed  his  authority,  they  had  murdered  all  that  were 
within  thofe  fufpefted  walls. 

Some  time  before  this,  the  Marefchal  Turenne  took 
a  place  of  flrength  from  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  in 
lieu  of  it  took  St.  Denys,  a  town  not  far  from  Paris, 
wherein  there  is  a  temple,  which  the  French  fay  is  the 
riche  ft  in  Europe  ;  but  they  are  laughed  at  by  the  Ita¬ 
lians,  who  boaft  of  far  richer  mofques  in  Venice,  Milan, 
Naples,  and  Rome. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain  plays  fall  and  loofe  with  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  Fie  entered  the  kingdom  with  ah  ar¬ 
my,  pretending  to  efpoufe  the  prince’s  quarrel,  but  was 
quickly  bought  off  by  the  queen,  fo  that  he  is  now  gone 
to  Flanders  again  ;  by  this  adfion  leaving  a  free  paffage 
to  the  king’s  army,  under  Marefchal  Turenne,  to  range 
whither  they  pleafe,  which  were  before  blocked  up  by 
his  forces. 

Four  days  ago,  there  was  a  bloody  encounter  between 
the  troops  of  the  prince  and  thofe  of  Marefchal  Turenne, 
in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Paris ;  neither  could  boaft  of 


172 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol-  IV. 


the  victory,  though  the  battle  lafted  five  hours ;  but  at 
length  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops  retired  into  the  city, 
being  frightened  with  the  main  body  of  the  king’s  army, 
which  appeared  on  the  neighbouring  hills. 

IUuftrious  janizary,  fortify  thy  heart  with  all  the  ne- 
Ceffary  retrenchments  of  heroic  virtue  ;  and  rather  than 
furrender  to  temptations  of  vice  on  dilhonourable  terms, 
run  the  hazard  of  a  ftorm. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 


VII. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  jew  at  Vienna. 

W  e  are  altogether  by  the  ears  in  this  kingdom,  kill¬ 
ing,  burning,  and  deltroying  one  another,  whilft  you  in 
Germany  enjoy  abundance  of  peace.  The  occafion  of 
our  quarrels  here,  is  the  return  of  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
againft  whom  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Prince  of  Conde 
are  inveterate  enemies.  The  former  is  declared  lieute* 
nant-general  of  the  kingdom  by  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
who  give  it  out,  that  the  king  is  Cardinal  Mazarini’s 
prifoner.  They  have  alfo  bellowed  the  command  of  all 
the  forces  under  the  authority  of  the  faid  duke  on  the 
Prince  of  Conde. 

Their  principal  and  only  pretence  is,  the  removal  of 
the  cardinal  from  the  king  and  his  council.  "What  will 
be  the  ifiue,  time  will  demcnftrate. 

There  has  been  a  duel  lately  fought  between  the  Dukes 
©f  Beaufort  and  Nemours,  two  eminent  friends  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde. 

The  king  going  to  a  town  called  Pontoife,  fome 
leagues  from  Paris,  drew  a  great  many  counfellors  and 
prefidents  of  parliament  thither,  men  who  are  loyal  and 
ftedfafl:  to  his  caufe.  This  encouraged  the  king  to  put 
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forth  a  declaration,  commanding  the  parliament  to  meet 
at  Pontoife  ;  they,  on  the  other  fide,  publifhed  an  ar- 
reil  againft  this  declaration.  Thus  they  continue  pic- 
keering  one  at  another. 

But  here  is  news  arrived  from  Cologne,  which  furprifes 
people  very  much.  I  know  not  the  true  ground  of  their 
aftonifhment,  but  the  priefis  feem  to  be  mad  for  joy. 
All  that  I  can  hear  about  it  is,  the  reiteration  of  the 
Homan  Catholic  religion  in  that  province,  which  is  a  no¬ 
velty  unexpected,  efpecially  the  ecclefiaftic  grandeur, 
which  it  feems  has  been  laid  afrde  above  thefe  hundred 
years.  I  tell  thee  only  as  I  am  informed  myfelf ;  it  lies 
in  thy  power  to  certify  me  of  the  truth  of  matters. 

They  fay  alfo,  that  the  famous  general,  John  de 
Werdt,  is  dead,  as  likewife  the  Archbiihop  of  Treves. 
It  is  added,  that  Frankendal  is  furrendered  to  the  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Heidelberg,  according  to  the  late  agreement  at 
Munfier,  and  that  there  is  a  diet  begun  at  Ratiibon. 

I  defire  thee  to  inform  me  of  all  thefe  things  particu¬ 
larly,  and  of  whatfoever  elfe  occurs  in  the  court  where 
thou  refideft. 

As  to  matters  of  religion,  be  not  over  fedulous :  piety 
is  comprifed  in  a  few  rules.  Yet  the  foul  of  man  is  na¬ 
turally  inquifitive,  and  would  fain  be  acquainted  with  all 
things.  I  advife  thee  to  caft  thy  eyes  frequently  on  the 
earth  that  is  under  thy  feet ;  furvey  the  groves  and  fields, 
the  mountains  and  valleys,  rocks  and  rivers  ;  then  look 
up  to  the  heavens,  and  take  a  ftedfaft  view  of  the  ftars  ; 
confider  the  beauty  and  order  of  all  things  ;  and  after  this 
tell  me,  if  thou  canft  imagine,  that  the  great  and  im- 
menfe  Creator  of  this  wonderful  fabric  formed  all  the  na¬ 
tions  ot  the  earth  co  damn  them  eternally,  lave  only  thofe 
ef  your  race. —  Son  of  Ifrael,  I  wifh  thee  heartily  adieu. 

Fans,  nth  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 
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VIII - To  the  Kaimacham. 

Th  e  Parifians  feem  to  be  all  in  a  dream  or  trance ;  they 
know  not  what  they  fay  or  do,  or  at  leak  they  care  not ; 
fuch  is  the  immenfe  joy  for  the  return  of  the  king  to  this 
city.  The  heps  to  this  fudden  change,  were  the  retir¬ 
ing  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  from  the  court,  which  was  fe- 
conded  with  a  declaration  of  indemnity,  or  a  general  par¬ 
don  for  all  that  had  paffed  during  thefe  troubles,  fave 
fome  particular  referves,  facrilege,  fires,  and  fuch  like. 
This  worked  ilrangely  on  the  inhabitants  of  Paris.  But 
the  Prince  of  Conde  not  finding  any  fatisfaftion  as  to  his 
own  perfon  in  this  amnefty,  called  in  the  Duke  of  Dor- 
rain’s  army  to  his  affikance.  Thefe  reduced  the  king’s 
forces  to  fo  great  a  ftrait  and  extremity,  that  the  par¬ 
liament,  being  fenfible  of  the  advantage,  made  ufe  of  it, 
and  fent  deputies  to  the  king,  befeeching  him  to  continue 
in  the  fame  good  refolutiori  he  had  taken  before  this  mif- 
fortune. 

The  monarch  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  overcome  by  a  vi¬ 
olence  mixed  with  fo  much  fubmifiion,  and  yielded  to 
their  requeils.  Immediately  the  hearts  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  friends  grew  cold,  and  began  to  change  their 
fentiments.  In  a  word,  they  were  refolved  to  defert 
their  new  maker,  and  cak  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  their 
lawful  fovereign.  The  grandees,  who  had  mod  affefted 
Conde’s  interek,  laid  down  their  offices  ;  the  foreign  ar¬ 
mies  of  Spaniards  and  Lorraigners  retired  out  of  the 
kingdom;  the  citizens  of  Paris  fent  a  deput  tion,  con- 
fifting  of  fixty-fix  perfons  of  honour,  to  invite  the  king 
to  this  city,  and  allure  him  of  their  future  allegiance  ; 
all  the  officers  of  the  militia  did  the  like.  The  king  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  with  the  timely  penitence  of  his  fubjefts,  and 
having  commanded  fome  preparatory  alterations  in  pla«es 
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of  truft,  entered  this  city  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the  lalt 
moon,  with  all  the  joy  and  acclamation  which  could  ex* 
prefs  the  love  of  his  people,  and  the  regret  they  had  la¬ 
boured  under  during  his  abfence. 

Thou  feeft,  illuftrious  minifter,  that  though  by  the 
artifices  of  a  fa&ion,  a  king  may  be  rendered  odious  to 
his  fubje&s,  be  banifhed  from  his  palace,  and  have  the 
gates  of  his  cities  (hut  againft  him,  as  befel  to  this  king  ; 
yet  the  inconveniences  they  feel,  in  taking  up  arms  againft 
him,  fooner  or  later  bring  them  to  repentance  ;  and  they 
are  glad  to  court  his  return,  whom  but  a  while  ago  they 
forced  away  by  their  undutifulnefs,  to  gratify  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  a  bold  young  prince  of  the  blood,  who  promifed 
and  ventured  all  things  in  hopes  of  a  crown  ;  for  it  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  lefs  aims 
when  he  firft  began  this  war,  though  his  pretences  were 
fpecious,  only  to  remove  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  other 
evil  minifters  from  the  king,  and  to  protedf  the  French 
from  the  machinations  of  Spanilh  and  Italian  counfels  ; 
whilft  it  is  evident,  that  all  along  he  and  his  party  have 
been  fupported  by  the  King  of  Spain  in  their  rebellion. 
One  would  wonder  how  the  French,  a  fenfible  and  witty 
nation,  coirld  be  thus  impofed  upon  ;  but  the  Arabian 
proverb  fays,  “  There  are  none  fo  blind  as  thofe  that  wil¬ 
fully  (hut  their  eyes.” 

Yet  whatever  ftnpidity  reigns  among  the  Franks,  me* 
thinks  nothing  but  light  and  reafon  ought  to  appear  in 
the  actions  of  the  muffulmans.  I  am  confounded  to  hear 
of  the  rebellions  in  Syria  and  Egypt :  Will  they  never 
give  reft  to  the  banner  of  the  Prophet  ?  Mull  the  fu- 
preme  minifter  be  ever  employed  in  proclaiming  the  ne- 
firaum  ?  What  offence  has  been  given  to  the  Baffa  of  Da- 
mafcus,  or  to  him  of  Cairo  ? 

Sage  prefident  of  the  imperial  city,  I  am  abalhed  b*- 
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fore  the  infidels,  when  I  hear  thefe  tragical  reports  out 
of  the  Eaft. 

But  what  can  be  expe&ed,  when  the  manners  of  the 
faithful  are  quite  eftranged  from  thole  of  their  fathers  ? 
The  muffulmans  almoft  outdo  the  Franks  in  vice  and  de¬ 
bauchery. 

When  thou  readell  this,  draw  thy  fcynritar,  and  make 
a  fcabbard  of  the  next  man  who  mutters  a  word  againfl 
eur  lawful  fovereign. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  ioth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 


IX. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  tell  thee  I  am  neither  melancholy  nor  merry,  but  in 
a  kind  of  a  mongrel  humour  between  both  :  I  am  half 
Democritus,  and  the  other  half  Heraclitus,  being  equally 
dilpofed  to  laugh  and  weep  at  the  vanity  of  all  things 
here  below.  That  thought  touches  me  fenfibly,  yet  not 
enough  to  carry  me  into  extremes.  The  mifery  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  whole  life  of  mortals  are  themes  fcarce  worth 
a  paflion.  W7hatever  we  endure  as  an  evil,  or  poffefs  as 
a  good,  are  both  fo  fhort,  that,  as  the  one  need  not  fink 
us  to  an  excefs  of  grief,  fo  neither  does  the  other  deferve 
a  paroxyfm  of  joy  ;  a  figh  or  a  tear  are  enough  for  the 
firfi,  and  a  fmile  is  too  much  for  the  laft.  My  mind  s^t 
prcfent  is  an  equilibrium. 

W  hat  fignifies  the  birth  of  the  greateft  monarch,  or 
that  he  can  boaft  of  a  long  defcent  of  kings  bis  progeni¬ 
tors  ?  He  is  born  to  labour  and  trouble  as  well  as  other 
men  ;  and  all  the  charming  pleafures  that  attend  a  crown 
are  fcaree  fufficient  to  recompenfe  his  cares  and  fatigues, 
his  hazards  and  toils,  and  the  perpetual  rilks  he  runs  both 
*n  peace  and  war. 
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If  from  the  cradle  he  make  an  early  flep  to  a  throne, 
it  is  but  a  mock  honour  to  be  crowned  with  a  wreath  of 
briars,  fqueezed  and  preffed  into  his  tender  temples  by 
the  deceitful  hands  of  his  guardians  and  minifters,  who 
drive  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  their  own  honour  in 
his  ruin,  by  improving  the  time  of  his  minority,  and  mak» 
mg  op  p  re  fill  on  chemical,  that,  during  them  prefent  autho« 
my,  they  may  extract  the  life  and  elixir  of  his  fubjeds 
wealth,  and  hoard  it  in  their  own  coffers,  leaving  only 
the  lees  to  him  when  he  comes  of  age,  and  thefe  general¬ 
ly  compounded  with  the  ill-will  of  his  people.  I  wifh. 
the  cafe  prove  not  the  fame  in  our  prefent  fovereign,  Sul¬ 
tan  Mahomet,  who,  thou  knoweft,  was  lifted  to  his  fa¬ 
thers  throne  before  his  time,  and  by  methods  which  can¬ 
not  be  jnftified  :  It  was  the  mufti’s  plot,  who  is  the  ora¬ 
cle  of  the  law,  and  fa  the  muffulmans  acquiefced.  But 
mark  the  end  ;  fuch  treafous  feldom  elcape  unpunifhed. 
Though  Sultan  Ibrahim  was  depafed  and  imprifoned 
(not  to  mention  that  which  grates  the  ears  of  any  loyal 
Ottoman),  though  his  eldefc  fon  be  placed  on  his  throne 
to  ferve  the  ends,  of  a  fadion,  yet  a  younger  than  he  may 
live  to  revenge  the  wrongs  that  were  done  to  his  father, 
and  reftore  the  empire  of  the  faithful  to  its  priftine  gran¬ 
deur.  There  are  now  above  three  years  elapfed  iince  the 
change  of  affairs  at  the  feraglio.  In  the  mean  time,  dofl 
thou  not  obferve  the  difeontents  of  tire  people  ?  Is  there 
not  a  general  coldnefs  and  neutrality  to  be  difeerned  in 
the  converfation  of  thofe  who  at  fivft  were  moil  forward 
to  approve  the  mufti’s  proceedings  ?  Men  begin  every 
where  to  refled  on  the  prefent  revolution  and  its  fatal 
confequences.  The  Venetian  war,  they  fay,  has  quite 
inipoverifhed  the  empire.  Decay  of  trade,  want  of  mo¬ 
ney,  and  a  thoufand  other  things,  are  the  daily  com¬ 
plaints  in  Conftantinople.  This  I  am  told  from  very 
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good  hands,  men  of  feveral  nations,  merchants  who  trade 
in  that  city,  perfons  altogether  unbiaffed  :  They,  as 
ftrangers,  have  been  inquifitive,  during  their  refidence 
there,  into  the  humours  of  people,  to  find  how  the  muf- 
fulmans  Hand  affected  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  affairs.  I  approve  not  the  prefumption  of  thofe  in¬ 
fidels,  yet  make  ufe  of  it  to  inform  myfelf  of  feveral  ma¬ 
terial  paffagcs,  which  I  could  not  othenvife  learn  at  this 
diftance  from  the  auguft  Porte. 

They  tell  me  the  foldiers  murmur  that  fo  many  thou- 
fands  of  men  have  been  facrificed  in  Candia  and  Dalma- 
tia,  whilll  what  they  gain  in  the  ifland  they  lofe  on  the 
continent ;  for  it  feems  the  Venetians  are  ftiil  too  hard 
for  us  one  way  or  other.  They  grumble  alfo  for  want 
of  their  due  pay,  and  that  they  have  not  bread  enough 
to  keep  them  from  ftarving.  A  certain  Greek  affured 
me  he  had  heard  feveral  of  the  fpahis  fwear  folemnly, 
that  it  was  agreed  amongft  them  not  to  go  into  Dalma¬ 
tia  the  next  campaign  :  But  this  I  took  as  a  ftrain  of  the 
Grecian’s  natural  faculty,  who,  thou  knoweft,  are  much 
given  to  romancing.  However,  I  hear  enough  both  from 
them  and  other  travellers  of  Eaft  and  Weft,  to  convince 
me,  that  fome  of  the  grandees  at  the  imperial  city  are  in 
a  tottering  condition. 

All  which  ferves  but  to  confirm  my  firft  difcourfe,  that 
hardly  any  thing  on  earth  is  worth  a  thought,  fince  all 
things  are  of  fo  Ihort  duration. 

In  a  word,  the  world  feems  to  be  a  garden,  intermin¬ 
gled  with  rofes  and  weeds  :  The  firft  are  fo  clofe  encom- 
paffed  with  thorns,  that  a  man  cannot  gather  them  with¬ 
out  wounding  himfelf ;  and,  if  there  be  more  eafe  in  crop¬ 
ping  the  latter,  yet  they  are  unwholefome,  and  ftink,  put¬ 
ting  a  man  to  as  frequent  purifications  as  the  times  he 
touches  them. 
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Let  thou  and  I,  dear  Dgnet,  pafs  along  the  alleys  of 
this  garden,  view  her  beauties  and  deformities  with  an. 
even  mind,  not  putting  ourfelves  to  the  fatigue  of  ga¬ 
thering  her  flowers,  or  fufFering  ourfelves  to  be  tempted 
with  her  fofter  pleafures  :  But  let  every  thing  we  fee  and 
hear  in  this  enchanted  ground  ferve  the  ends  of  our  con¬ 
templation,  being  ftedfaftly  mindful  of  this  truth,  “  That 
all  thofe  things,  which  appear  fo  gay  and  full  of  charms, 
are  nothing  but  mere  empty  ideas  and  fleeting  fhadows 
of  that  fubftantial  and  permanent  pleafure  which  has  her 
refidence  only  in  paradife.” 

Thou  mayeft  tell  the  Kaimacham,  our  friend,  that 
now  the  King  of  France  begins  to  play  the  monarch  on 
the  bottom  of  his  own  wit  and  courage,  without  the  af- 
fiftance  or  counfel  of  tutors.  He  has  brought  the  par¬ 
liament  to  an  abfolute  compliance  with  his  will,  having 
purged  that  fenate  of  difaffedled  members,  and  banilhed 
from  the  court  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  pretended  a 
right  to  rule  his  fovereign.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince 
of  Conde  has  taken  Rethel  and  St.  Menehoud,  whilft 
Barcelona  is  furrendered  to  the  Spaniards.  Thus  what 
is  gained  in  one  point  is  loft  in  another.  Dcubtlefs  there 
is  nothing  liable  on  earth. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 


X. — To  Melec  Amet. 

Th  y  adventure,  and  miraculous  efcape  over  the  Danube, 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  certain  French  nobleman  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  party,  who  laft  fummer  being  clofely 
purfued  by  fomc  of  the  king’s  horfe,  and  himfelf  excel¬ 
lently  mounted,  leaped  hedges  and  ditches  to  avoid  cap¬ 
tivity.  At  length  they  had  chafed  him  into  a  corner  of 
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the  land,  from  whence  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  efcape, 
but  by  fwimming  over  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea.  What  rifles 
will  not  a  man  run  for  the  love  of  liberty  ?  This  peri'on, 
like  an  overheated  Hag,  perceiving  his  hunters  clofe  at 
his  heels,  boldly  leaped  on  horftback  into  the  fea,  choof- 
iag  rather  to  perifh  in  the  waters  than  fall  into  his  ene¬ 
mies  hands. 

None  were  fo  hardy  as  to  follow  him  through  the  un¬ 
certain  waves  ;  however,  his  horfe  being  of  matchlefs 
ftrength,  carried  him  fafe  over  to  the  oppofite  fliore.  As 
foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  next  town,  where  he  had  many 
friends,  he  related  this  wonderful  paifage  ;  but  inftead  of 
cherifhing  his  horfe  for  fo  faithful  and  invaluable  a  fer- 
vice,  he  drew  his  fword,  and  immediately  killed  the  beaft: 
that  laved  his  life,  faying,  He  did  it  for  the  fake  of  fame, 
being  refolved  that  his  horfe  Ihould  never  perform  the 
like  fervice  to  any  other  mortal. 

This  was  an  ungrateful  caprice,  and  far  from  the  mo¬ 
rality  of  Sultan  Selim,  the  fon  of  Bajazet,  who,  when  his 
trufty  horfe  Carabuluc  had  once  faved  his  life  by  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  fwiftnefs,  he,  in  token  of  his  thankfulnefs, 
built  a  liable  on  purpofe  for  him,  in  a  large  inclofure  of 
meadows,  allowing  a  penfion  to  a  groom  to  wait  on  the 
meritorious  beaft,  and  give  him  his  free  delight  in  all 
things  as  long  as  he  lived,  commanding  that  he  Ihould 
never  more  be  forced  to  labour  or  travel ;  and  to  com¬ 
plete  the  happinefs  of  the  beaft,  he  culled  out  fome  of 
the  beautifulleft  mares  of  Arabia  to  accompany  him,  char¬ 
ging  alfo,  that  the  doors  of  the  liable  Ihould  be  always 
open  for  the  horfe  to  go  in  or  out,  and  range  when  and 
where  he  pleafed.  This  was  a  generofity  worthy  of  an 
sailer n  monarch,  whom,  as  thy  letter  informs  me,  thou 
Laft  in  part  imitated. 

But  fitch  is  fome  men’s  ambition  and  vain  defire  to  be 
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talked  of,  that  they  care  not  by  what  barbarous  methods 
they  accomplifh  their  aim.  It  was  a  motive  of  this  na¬ 
ture  which  tempted  Eroftratus  to  fet  fire  to  the  famous 
temple  of  Ephefus,  which  had  been  two  hundred  years 
in  building,  and  was  numbered  among  the  feven  wonders, 
ef  the  world. 

This  happened  on  the  very  night  that  Alexander  the 
Great  was  born  :  And  the  villain  being  alked  why  he 
committed  fo  deftru&ive  a  facrilege,  anfwered,  “  That 
it  was  to  acquire  an  immortal  fame  by  fo  ftupendous  a 
wickednefs,  fince  he  could  not  hope  to  be  recorded  for 
his  virtue.” 

Plutarch  mentions  a  jell  that  was  made  on  this  deftruc- 
tion  of  Diana’s  temple  ;  for  it  was  common  in  every  bo¬ 
dy’s  mouth,  that  the  goddefs  being  called  that  night  to 
the  labour  of  Olympias,  the  mother  of  Alexander,  could 
not  be  prefent  at  home  to  fave  her  houfe  from  burning  ; 
for  the  Gentiles  believed  that  Diana  (whom  they  alfo 
called  Lucina)  was  invifibly  affiilant  at  the  birth  of  chil¬ 
dren. 

However,  the  priefls  made  no  jeft'of  it,  but  ran  up 
and  down  howling  and  making  gafhes  in  their  fleih,  pre- 
faging  that  Fate  was  that  day  bufied  in  figning  the  de¬ 
cree  of  Afia’s  ruin.  This  is  certain,  that  that  very  night 
the  man  was  born  who  was  deftined  to  fubdue  all  Afia, 
and  on  the  ruins  of  the  Perfian  empire  raife  the  monarchy 
of  the  Macedonians.  However,  the  villain  who  burnt 
the  temple  had  not  his  defiie  ;  for  it  was  decreed  through¬ 
out  all  Afia,  that  his  name  fhould  never  be  mentioned  in 
hiftory,  or  any  public  writings. 

It  is  recorded  of  a  certain  governor  of  a  city  in  Italy, 
that  being  on  the  top  of  an  high  tower,  with  only  the 
pope,  the  German  emperor,  and  an  ambaflador  from  Ve¬ 
nice  in  his  company,  he  was  tempted  to  throw  the  two 
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former  over  the  battlements,  as  they  were  taking  a  furvey 
of  the  city,  which  he  might  have  eafily  done,  for  they 
were  both  aged,  and  incapable  of  refilling  his  flrength. 
This  palfage  he  conreffed  to  his  ghoftly  father  ;  and  be- 
i n or  alked  what  induced  him  to  think  of  fuch  a  horrid 

O 

treafon,  he  anfwered,  “  That  it  might  be  faid  he  did  a 
thing  which1  never  was  done  before,  nor  in  all  probability 
would  ever  be  done  again,  iince  no  prince,  having  heard 
fuch  a  ftory,  would  ever  venture  himfelf  into  the  fame 
danger  without  a  fufiicient  guard  of  his  own.”  But  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  not  refolution  enough  to  go  through  with 
his  project. 

I  hear  thou  art  like  to  acquire  fame  by  other  methods 
than  thefe,  being  in  a  fair  way  to  rife  by  thy  virtues  to 
fome  confiderable  employments  in  the  empire  ;  for  which 
I  equally  rejoice  with  thyfelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  will  perhaps  be  obliging  to  tell 
thee  fome  news  out  of  thefe  parts,  which  will  make  thy 
company  welcome  to  the  grandees  :  They  love  to  con- 
verfe  with  men  who  can  furnifh  them  with  intelligence  of 
foreign  affairs. 

The  frefheft  difcourfe  here  is  of  the  imprifonment  of 
the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  who  was  arrefted  by  the  king’s 
order  on  the  nineteenth  of  this  moon.  What  his  crime 
is  I  cannot  inform  thee,  unlefs  it  be  that  he  is  an  enemy 
to  Cardinal  Mazarini.  People  generally  give  him  the 
chara&er  of  a  very  honeft  man  ;  but  thou  knowell  ho- 
nefty  is  counted  a  vice  in  the  courts  of  thefe  weftem 
princes.  The  crafty  are  the  only  men  of  virtue  and  me¬ 
rit  among  the  infidels. 

Thou  mayeft  alfo  report  for  a  certainty,  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards  have  taken  Dunkirk  in  Flanders,  and  Cazai  in  the 
dukedom  of  Mantua.  This  town  is  faid  to  be  the  key 
of  all  Italy  :  I  cannot  tell  thee  which  is  the  lock  it  be- 
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longs  to,  nor,  I  believe,  they  themfelves  ;  but  this  I  ob- 
ferve,  that  when  the  King  of  France  fits  down  before 
any  place  with  his  army,  whoever  has  the  key,  neither 
locks  nor  bolts  can  keep  him  out  long  ;  and  it  is  ten  to 
one  if  he  do  riot  find  an  entrance  into  this  place  again 
very  fpeedily,  when  the  Spanifh  king  has  pleafed  himfelf 
for  a  while  with  an  imaginary  pofTeffion  of  it. 

I  conclude  my  letter  juft;  at  the  hour  when  the  old 
year  expires,  according  to  the  account  of  the  Chriftiar.s, 
wifhing  thee  a  fcene  of  new  felicities. 

Paris,  31ft  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1652. 


XI. —  To  the  fame. 

ItIaving  the  opportunity  of  a  day  or  two  more  before 
the  poll  goes  out  of  town,  I  make  ufe  of  it  to  afk  thee, 
whether  there  be  any  notice  taken  in  your  parts  of  a  co¬ 
met  newly  appearing  above  the  orb  of  the  fun  ?  It  has 
not  been  obferved  here  till  within  thefe  few  nights  ;  and 
the  aftronomers,  notwithftanding  the  coldnefs  of  the  fea- 
fon  (which  I  affure  thee  is  fharp  enough),  are  very  bufy 
with  their  telefcopes  to  pry  into  the  figure  of  this  me¬ 
teor,  and  obferve  its  motions.  They  take  great  pains, 
and  endure  all  the  rigour  of  the  froft  and  fnow,  in  hopes 
of  making  fome  new  difeovery. 

The  vulgar  look  on  it  as  a  great  prodigy  :  There  are 
a  thoufand  opinions  among  them  about  its  confequences  : 
Every  body  fets  up  for  a  judicial  aftrologer  :  Nay,  the 
learned  themfelves,  and  fuch  as  are  efleemed  great  philo- 
fophers,  cannot  agree  in  their  judgment  concerning  it. 
Some  aftert,  that  the  matter  of  the  heavens  is  fubjefk  to 
corruption  and  change,  and  that  this  comet  is  generated 
after  that  manner  ;  wliilft  others  hold  a  contrary  opinion. 
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They  are  all  divided,  and  difpute  hotly  in  as  unintelli¬ 
gible  terms  as  the  languages  of  America  are  to  us  of  this 
continent.  They  amufe  one  another  and  themfelves  with 
far-fetched  words ;  and  all  this  while,  for  aught  I  know, 
the  wifeft  among  them  may  be  as  much  under  a  miflake 
as  thofe  who  never  fludied  fuch  things.  All  the  inftru- 
ments  of  the  optics  are  fought  out  to  help  their  fight, 
and  yet  they  may  be  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  men  in 
Plato’s  cave.  It  is  an  article  of  my  faith,  that  we  mor¬ 
tals  know  very  little  of  thofe  far  diftant  beings.  But 
thefe  Franks  are  the  mod  opinionated  people  in  the 
world  :  No  man  has  the  modetty  to  allow  another  as 
much  right  to  reafon  as  himfeif.  Every  one  fets  up  for 
a  dogmatift,  and  requires  the  intellects  of  all  others  to  be 
refigned  to  his,  though  perhaps  that  be  only  formed  by 
the  rules  of  his  parents,  the  impreihons  of  his  early  years, 
the  force  of  education,  the  falhion  or  his  country,  or  by 
fome  notable  accident  in  his  life  ;  all  which  are  equally 
liable  to  falfehood  and  truth.  How  many  fedrs  were 
there  of  the  ancient  philofophers,  fliffly  defending  their 
feveral  opinions  ?  One  fays,  the  heavens  are  made  of 
brafs,  another  of  iron,  a  third  of  fmoke  ;  this  will  have 
them  to  be  folid,  that  fluid.  There  is  no  end  of  theic 
controverfies. 

In  the  mean  time,  no  man  knows  what  they  are  mada 
•f,  or  what  is  the  figure  of  the  world,  whether  round  or 
fquare,  or  beyond  all  dimenfions,  whether  matter  be  di- 
vifible  or  indivifible  in  the  laft  atom.  Who  can  affure  me 
if  there  be  only  one  world,  or  whether  there  may  not  as 
well  be  a  thoufand  millions  ?  Whether  the  ftars  be  opake 
bodies  as  this  earth,  and  inhabited  or  no  ?  I  tell  thee 
again,  there  is  no  ceitainty  of  thefe  things.  Man’s  fenfes 
are  too  weak,  his  imagination  too  frail,  and  all  his  facwl* 
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ties  far  too  (liort,  to  comprehend  the  works  of  the  Om¬ 
nipotent,  who  alone  is  wife  and  perfect  in  fcience. 

Wilt  thou  have  my  opinion  of  this  comet  ?  I  am  apt 
to  think  it  is  fome  fuch  globe  of  combuflible  matter  as 
our  earth  appears  to  be,  and  perhaps  burdened  with  as 
many  finners,  that  either  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  or  de¬ 
cree  of  deftiny,  the  inclofed  fire  has  broke  its  bounds, 
and  fpreatl  its  confuming  flames  over  the  furface,  which, 
embodying  themfelves  in  the  pyramid  of  fmoke  arifing 
from  fo  valf  a  conflagration,  caule  that  appearance  which 
we  call  the  Tail  of  a  Blazing  Star  ;  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  after  the  fame  manner  fhall  our  globe  appear  to 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  remote  worlds  at  our  day  of  judg¬ 
ment. 

I  am  not  pofitive  in  thefe  matters,  nor  will  I  fhut  up 
my  foul  from  future  lights  ;  but  leaving  things  as  I  find 
them,  full  of  myftery  and  double  faces,  I  will  expeft  no 
better  fate  than  that  of  Socrates,  that  as  I  have  lived,  fo 
fhall  I  die,  in  doubt,  only  hoping  for  plenary  fatisiaCfion 
in  the  next  world. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  iff  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


XII. — To  Phsteli  Hali,  his  Brother ,  Majler  of  the 
Grand  Signior’s  Cujioms. 

N ow.  thou  beginnelt  to  reap  the  fruit  of  thy  travels, 
mayeft  thou  live  to  have  a  full  harveft.  I  efteem  myfelf 
infinitely  obliged  to  the  illuftrious  bafla,  our  countryman, 
for  his  particular  friendfhip  in  this  bufinefs.  It  is  true, 
thy  own  merits  were  a  fufficient  recommendation  ;  but 
what  light  can  a  candle  give  that  is  ihut  up  clofe  in  a  dark 
lantern  ?  So  thick  was  the  veil  which  thy  own  modefty 
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had  drawn  over  the  fplendour  of  the  moft  accomplifhed 
virtues. 

Son  of  my  mother,  let  not  what  I  have  faid  pafs  for 
the  words  of  a  flatterer.  Thou  knoweft,  I  am  as.  free 
from  that  vice  as  I  am  from  envy.  It  is  affedtion  only 
guides  my  pen,  when  I  tell  thee,  I  heartily  rejoice  in 
my  brother’s  profperity,  and  that  the  Grand  Signior  has 
a  faithful  fervant.  I  hope  that  fovereign  of  fcvereigns 
will,  in  time,  find  reafon  to  acknowledge  to  the  noble 
Kerker  Haflan  the  good  office  he  has  done  him,  in  pre- 
fenting  fuch  a  Have.  Let  no  error  of  thine  baulk  my 
expedition. 

It  will  be  an  eternal  honour  to  the  houfe  and  tribe 
from  which  we  defcend,  if,  by  acquitting  thyfelf  fair¬ 
ly  in  this  poft,  our  great  mafler  fhall  think  thee  worthy 
of  a  more  fublime  ftation.  Therefore,  efteem  this  only 
as  a  trial  of  thy  fidelity,  and  how  far  thou  art  capable  of 
ferving  the  Sultan.  Be  induftrious,  but  not  affedted  in 
difclofing  thy  abilities,  Obferve  a  gradation  ;  for  the 
flowed:  fleps  to  greatnefs  are  the  molt  fecure.  Aim  not 
to  be  rich  and  mighty  on  a  fudden  ;  fwift  rifes  are  often 
attended  with  precipitate  falls.  If  in  other  cafes  it  is 
commendable  to  be  niggardly  cf  time,  and  fqueeze  every 
minute  to  an  improvement  in  virtue,  yet  thou  wilt  find 
it  expedient  to  follow  other  maxims  in  the  way  of  grow- 
ing  great ;  and  that  to  be  liberal  in  years  of  patience, 
will  be  no  unprofitable  frugality  in  the  main  ;  fincc  what 
is  foonelt  got,  is  generally  fhort  in  the  pofieffion  ;  and 
he  that  monopolizes  honours  or  wealth,  is  moll  times  en¬ 
vied  to  his  ruin. 

Nature  itfelf  fhall  convince  thee  of  this,  if  thou  wilt 
but  contemplate  her  moll  obvious  works.  Call  thy  eye 
on  the  oak  among  the  plants:  What  vegetable  is  more 
permanent,  or  of  greater  fervice  to  men  ?  Yet  the  tree 
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of  fo  vaft  a  bulk,  in  whofe  aged  hollow  trunk  I  have 
feen  fixteen  men  fitting  round  a  table,  under  whofe  wide 
fpread  branches  the  houfe  of  Arom  Eb’niel  Eben  Shero- 
phaim,  the  chief  emir  of  Arabia,  is  built  and  Hands  at 
this  day  ;  I  fay,  this  tree,  in  its  firft  original,  was  not 
fo  big  as  the  thumb  of  thy  right  hand ;  and  if  naturalifts 
fpeak  truth,  it  was  an  hundred  years  a-growing  to  thefe 
dimenfions,  as  many  in  a  fixed  and  flourifhing  condition, 
and  that  it  will  not  take  up  a  lefs  time  in  decaying  to 
its  laft  rottennefs. 

They  fay  alfo,  that  an  elephant,  the  biggeft  and 
ftrongeft  of  all  the  beafts  on  the  earth,  lives  two  hundred 
years,  and  continues  increafing  in  its  ftature  the  greatell 
part  of  that  term.  The  like  they  relate  of  crocodiles 
and  dragons. 

But  not  to  tire  thee  with  examples  of  this  nature,  let 
us  confider,  that  whatfoever  is  great  and  durable  among 
men,  whatfoever  is  illuftrious  and  excellent,  is  How  in 
the  production,  and  makes  not  hafty  leaps  to  maturity. 
View  all  the  monarchies  that  have  made  fo  much  noife 
on  earth,  and  thou  wilt  find,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
time  of  their  growing  greatnefs,  was  the  term  of  their 
duration.  How  fvvift  was  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  Per- 
fian  empire  ?  Equally  precipitate  was  that  of  the  Mace¬ 
donians.  None  could  ever  boaft  of  fo  permanent  and 
univerfal  a  fway  as  the  city  of  Rome,  of  which  it  is  com¬ 
monly. faid,  “  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day.” 

To  come  nearer  home  :  How  lading  and  perpetually 
victorious  is  the  facred  empire  of  the  muffuimans  i  Yet  it 
took  its  firft  rife  from  very  finall  beginnings,  met  with 
frequent  repulfes,  and  has  made  a  flow  progreffion  to  the 
prefent  formidable  height  of  fcvereign  power  it  now 
poffefies ;  for,  thou  knoweft,  this  is  the  thoufandth  fixtieth 
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and  third  year  fince  the  holy  flight  of  the  mefienger  of 

God. 

What  I  have  faid  may  be  applied  with  proportion  to 
men’s  perfonal  advances  in  the  honours  and  fortunes  of 
this  world.  Be  content,  therefore,  with  the  feafons 
wherein  deftiny  fhall  think  fit  to  raii'e  thee,  and  ftrive 
not  to  outrun  thy  fate. 

All  the  news  I  can  tell  thee  is,  that  Cardinal  Maza- 
rini  returned  the  13th  of  the  laft  moon  from  his  fecond 
baniflrment,  which  thou  mayell  report  for  a  truth  to  the 
minifters  of  ftate. 

We  are  all  exiles  here  on  earth.  God  reftore  us  to  a 
region  more  agreeable,  and  admit  us  to  the  careffes  of 
•ur  friends  in  paradife. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


XIII. — To  Kerker  Has san,  Bajfa. 

T  he  blefiings  of  God  and  his  prophet  defcend  upon 
thee  from  a  thoufand  fources.  Thou  art  a  true  friend, 
>nd  our  whole  family  are  obliged  to  thee  for  favours 
which  have  no  number  ;  but  none  more  than  my  brother 
and  I.  Our  engagements  to  thee  are  equal ;  fince  what 
kindnefs  thou  haft  fhowed  to  him,  in  recommending  him 
to  the  fultan’s  favour,  and  to  a  place  of  honour  and  pro¬ 
fit,  I  take  as  done  to  myfelf,  we  being  naturally  Iharers 
in  each  other’s  profperity  or  adverfe  fortune  ;  for  fuch  is 
the  method  of  ftridl  relations  and  friendfhips  ;  and  I  have 
a  particular  reafon  to  thank  thee,  becaufe  it  was  at  my 
initance  thou  promoted!!  him.  Yet,  though  he  is  my 
brother,  I  fhould  not  be  fo  partial  as  to  fay  thefe  things 
in  his  behalf,  did  I  not  know  him  to  he  a  man  of  rrert  ; 
for  places  of  truft  ought  not  to  be  bellowed  for  favour 
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or  affedtion.  We  are  bound  10  facrihce  all  private  re¬ 
gards  to  tl'.e  interell  of  the  Grand  Signior  ;  and  not  adl 
like  the  French,  who  get  olliee9  of  the  greateft  import¬ 
ance  many  times  by  being  of  a  faction  or  party  oppolite 
to  their  king. 

Since  the  -return  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  to  this  court, 
which  was  in  the  foregoing  moon,  tire  king  has  reformed 
many  abufes  of  this  kind.  He  begins  to  feel  his  own 
ftrength  and  authority  every  day  more  and  more. 

In  the  tnoon  of  December  died  Cardinal  Richlieu’s 
brother,  who  was  bifhop  of  Lyons,  and  grand  almoner 
of  France.  The  king  has  bellowed  thefe  honours  on  Car¬ 
dinal  Antonio  Barberini,  who  took  fandluary  in  this 
court,  from  the  perfecutions  of  the  prefent  Roman  pon¬ 
tiff,  almofl  ten  years  ago.  Fie  has  always  efpoufed  the 
King  of  France’s  interefts  in  Rome  ;  and  the  grateful 
monarch  received  him  with  much  affedlion,  and,  as  an 
additional  honour,  has  made  him  a  knight  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  is  the  chiefell  order  of  knighthood  in 
France. 

It  is  frefhly  reported  here,  that  the  Duke  of  New¬ 
burgh,  a  great  prince  in  Germany,  is  dead.  They  .aik 
alfo  of  certain  prodigies  that  have  been  lately  teen  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  as  raining 
of  warm  blood,  tin,  and  copper ;  and  it  is  affirmed  for 
certain,  that  three  funs  were  lately  feen  at  Dublin,  the 
chief  city  of  Ireland. 

There  has  been  a  fea  combat  between  the  Engli/h  and 
Hollanders  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  wherein  they  fay  the 
Dutch  had  the  vidlory,  having  funk  two  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  {hips,  and  taken  one,  without  any  conhderable  lofs 
»n  their  own  fide. 

Here  is  no  other  news  ftirring  at  prefent,  worth  the 
knowledge  of  a  mufl'ulman  grandee.  The  eyes  of  all  the 
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weflern  Nazarenes  are  fixed  on  that  refuge  of  the  world 
where  thou  refideft,  and  on  the  adiions  of  our  invincible 
vifier  in  Candia. 

They  difeourfe  of  fome  overtures  of  peace  which  that 
great  general  has  made  to  the  Venetians,  if  they  will 
forthwith  furrender  the  city  of  Candia  to  the  vidlorious 
Ofrnans.  If  this  be  true,  one  would  think  fo  great  cle¬ 
mency  mull  needs  tempt  the  proud  infidels  to  fubmiflion 
and  compliance.  But,  if  deftiny  has  otherwife  decreed, 
I  wifh  they  may  feel  the  force  of  our  arms,  which  appear 
more  keen  than  even  the  fcythe  of  time,  that  devourer 
of  all  things. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


XIV. —  To  Nathan  Ben  Saudi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

Th  y  lafl:  letter  fpeaks  thee  at  once  willing  to  be  en¬ 
lightened,  yet  tenacious  of  thy  old  prepofTeflions.  I  won¬ 
der  not  at  the  difficulty  thou  findeft,  in  fhaking  off  the 
precepts  of  thy  rabbis,  thofe  religious  triflers.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  education  is  forcible  as  that  of  our  birth  ; 
and  the  habits  that  are  rooted  in  us  in  our  tender  years, 
are  harder  to  be  difplanted  than  the  inherent  affetlions 
of  our  blood  :  This  is  fignified  by  the  Arabian  proverb, 
which  fays,  “  The  tutors  of  youth  have  an  afcendant 
over  the  liars  of  their  nativity.” 

I  know  it  has  been  efteemed  the  peculiar  glory  of  thy 
nation,  that  you  have  been  rigid  obfervers  of  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  your  fathers  ;  from  which  rather  than  deviate  a 
tittle,  there  have  not  been  wanting  fuch  as  freely  expofed 
themfelves,  and  have  bravely  endured  racks,  fcourgings, 
burnings,  and  all  forts  of  torments,  even  the  molt  ex- 
quifitely  cruel  deaths,  that  the  malice  of  tyrants  could 
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invent.  But  do  r.ot  I  know  alfo,  that  in  fome  of  the 
moll  weighty  points  of  your  law,  your  zeal  has  exceeded 
your  prudence  ?  I  fpeak  not  of  the  private  bigotry  of  one 
man,  or  a  few,  but  of  the  reprefentative  body  of  your 
whole  nation.  How  foolifhly  fuperftitious  were  your 
armies  in  the  days  of  Mattathias,  when,  being  affaulted 
by  their  enemies  on  the  fabbath-day,  they  refufed  to 
draw  a  fvvord  in  their  own  defence,  and  fo  were  all  cut 
off  by  the  army  of  Antiochus  ?  This  is  no  invidious  re¬ 
mark  of  your  adverfaries  in  religion,  but  the  obfervation 
of  Jofephus,  a  man  of  the  fame  faith,  and  fprung  from 
the  flock  of  I  fra  el  as  well  as  thyfelf. 

Now,  tell  me  thy  opinion,  did  your  fathers  do  well  in 
thus  facrificing  themfelves  and  the  whole  intered  of  If- 
rael  to  a  midaken  pundlilio  of  that  obedience  they  owed 
the  law,  or  no  ?  If  thou  allowed;  the  former,  then  Mat¬ 
tathias  did  wickedly  in  making  a  decree,  that  from 
thenceforth  it  fhould  be  lawful  on  the  fabbath-day  to  re¬ 
fill  their  enemies ;  and  all  the  Jews  were  guilty  of  many 
notorious  breaches  of  the  law-,  in  obeying  this  decree, 
and  fighting  on  the  fabbath-day.  But  if  thou  fayed  they 
did  ill  in  not  fighting,  though  at  a  prohibited  time,  and 
prohibited  under  the  fevered  curfes,  then  it  follows,  that 
there  is  no  point  of  your  law  which  may  not,  nay,  which 
ought -not  to  be  difpenfed  with,  and  give  way  to  the  in- 
tereds  of  date,  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth :  fo 
that,  at  this  rate,  the  religion  for  which  you  are  all  fo 
zealous,  will  appear  to  be  but  a  form  of  government  di¬ 
vinely  contrived  for  human  regards.  I  do  not  call  in 
quedion  the  miraculous  delivery  of  your  law  on  Mount 
Sinai.  Suffer  me  to  plead,  without  fufpicion  of  partiali¬ 
ty  :  I  do  not  go  about  to  invalidate  the  tedimony  of 
Mofes  and  the  prophets.  Doubtlefs,  the  Mod  High 
came  down  through  the  heavens,  attended  with  myriads 
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of  angels,  and  thirty-two  thoufand  chariots  of  fire  ;  and, 
when  he  flood  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  the  rear  of 
his  train  had  not  puffed  the  filver  gates  of  the  moon  : 
The  fun  appeared  in  his  circuit  as  one  aflonifhed  ;  he 
bluffed,  and  fled  away  from  the  eternal  brightnefs,  not 
able  to  endure  the  luftre  of  a  glory  fo  far  furpaffing  his 
own  :  The  ftars  were  dazzled  at  the  immortal  fplendour, 
and  miftook  their  courfes  ;  they  ran  one  againft  another 
in  their  affrighted  careers  ;  and  as  a  lafting  memorial  of 
that  glorious  defcent,  the  angels  left  the  bright  impref- 
fion  of  their  footfteps  in  the  path  :  That  heavenly  road 
is  to  this  day  diftinguiffed  from  all  the  reft  of  the  fky  by 
its  whitenefs,  which  makes  the  aftronomers  call  it  the 

MILKY  WAY. 

The  nations  of  the  earth  were  amazed  at  the  tremen¬ 
dous  vifion  and  noife  ;  for  the  mountain  was  all  on  fire, 
whofe  flames  reached  up  to  the  clouds,  and  its  fmoke 
to  the  mid-heaven.  The  globe  t  enabled  and  quaked  at 
the  dreadful  thunderings,  and  the  lightnings  penetrated 
the  abyfs  of  hell  :  The  infernal  fpirits  were  ftarded  at 
the  uncouth  Caffes,  and  afked  one  another,  If  the  day 
of  judgment  were  come  ?  The  waters  hid  themfelves  in 
their  fountains,  and  the  ocean  uttered  a  deep  murmur. 
Every  thing  in  nature  was  furpriied  with  wonder  and 
dread  ;  and  Mofes  himfelf,  when  he  came  down  from  the 
mountain,  was  all  transformed  into  light. 

Thou  feeft,  Nathan,  I  am  no  infidel,  but  believe  as 
thou  doft,  that  the  law  of  Mofes  was  brought  down  from 
Heaven.  But  does  it  therefore  follow,  that  this  law  is 
univerfal  and  eternal  ?  Can  none  be  faved  but  the  fons 
of  Ifrael,  and  fuch  as  are  profelyted  to  their  religion  ? 
Doubtlefs  this  is  an  error,  as  thou  thyfelf  wilt  acknow¬ 
ledge,  when  thou  haft  well  examined  the  matter.  Re¬ 
move  thy  poft  a  little,  if  it  be  only  in  imagination  ;  rife 
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from  the  feet  of  thy  doctors,  who  have  inftilled  into  thee 
prejudices  againit  all  the  fons  of  Adam,  except  thofe  oi 
your  own  race.  Stand  aloof  for  a  while,  and  look  round 
about  thee  to  the  four  winds  ;  but  fix  thine  eyes  on  the 
Eaft,  for  from  thence  Wifdom  takes  her  origin.  Did 
not  the  fame  God  who  created  the  Jews,  alfo  create  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  And  canft  thou  be  fo  blind  and 
obdurate  as  to  think  that  Sovereignty  Merciful  made 
fo  many  millions  of  fouls  on  purpofe  to  damn  them  ?  Or 
that  it  lhall  be  imputed  to  them  for  fin,  that  they  were 
not  born  of  the  feed  of  Jacob  ?  Was  it  in  their  power  to 
choofe  the  father  that  fhould  beget  them,  or  the  mother 
that  fhould  conceive  them  ?  How  abfurd  are  the  confe- 
-  quences  of  this  narrow  opinion  ?  It  is  an  unpardonable 
pride  and  malice,  thus  to  contemn  and  judge  thofe  that 
are  compounded  of  the  fame  ingredients  as  yourfelves. 

Doubtlefs  God  has  fent  prophets  into  all  nations,  to 
guide  them  into  the  right  way,  and  not  into  the  way  of 
infidels.  Thofe  who  believe  the  prophets,  and  obey 
their  precepts,  fhall  be  faved  ;  for  they  preach  the  unity 
of  the  divine  eifence,  the  refurrettion  of  the  dead,  the 
day  of  judgment,  the  joys  of  paradife,  and  the  torments 
of  the  damned  ;  they  teach  the  neccffity  of  jullice,  puri¬ 
ty,  and  good  works  ;  exhorting  all  to  pra&ife  the  golden 
rule,  without  entangling  their  minds  in  endlefs  niceties, 
which  are  but  the  fuperfetation  of  piety,  the  excremen- 
titious  burdens  of  a  religious  life.  Such  are  moft  of  the 
troublefome  and  ridiculous  ceremonies  obferved  by  the 
zealots  of  your  law,  at  which  I  have  known  the  wifer 
fort  of  Jews  to  laugh.  Thefe  little  fuperftitions,  like 
unprofitable  fuckers,  exhauft  the  vitals  of  religion,  and 
leave  it  only  a  faplefs  trunk,  from  which  no  fruit  can  be 
expefted.  Were  they  commanded  in  the  law  of  Mofes, 
fomething  might  be  pleaded  in  their  defence;  but,  as 
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they  a :e  only  the  dreams  of  your  rabbis,  a  wife  man 
would  beware  how  he  put  on  a  needlefs  yoke,  the  dra- 
tagem  of  your  crafty  guides  to  keep  you  in  fubjedlion, 
and  a  fervile  awe  of  their  authority,  and  a  rehVious  timo- 
roufnefs  of  you  know  not  what. 

Thy  letter  replies  to  this  by  anticipation  ;  for  fuppof- 
ing  that  I  fhould  argue  thus,  and  charge  you  with  add¬ 
ing  traditions  of  your  own  to  the  pofitive  injundtions  of 
the  law,  thou  telleft  me,  that  thofe  are  greatly  miftaken 
who  think  that  all  which  was  delivered  to  Mofes  in  the 
Mount  was  written  in  the  two  tables,  or  comprifed  even 
in  the  Pentateuch,  as  if  the  prophet  fpent  thofe  forty  days 
and  nights  only  in  keeping  of  geefe  ;  for  it  is  evident, 
fayeft  thou,  that  if  God  had  nothing  elfe  to  give  him 
but  the  written  law,  he  might  have  difpatched  him  in 
an  hour,  or  a  day-  at  mot  Therefore,  thou  added:,  that 
by  day  he  gave  to  him  the  written  law,  and  by  night  the 
myfterious  explanation  of  it,  called  the  oral  law  ;  which 
explanation  Mofes  taught  by  word  of  mouth  to  Jolhua, 
his  fuccedor,  Jolhua  to  the  feventy-two  feniors,  and  that 
they  tranfmitted  this  oral  traditionary  comment  down  to 
their  poderity,  even  to  the  lad  of  the  prophets,  from 
whom  the  great  Sanhedrim  received  it  ;  after  this,  every 
one  delivered  it  to  his  fon  as  he  had  received  it  from  his 
anccdors,  and  fo  it  continues  to  this  day  to  be  the  rule 
of  your  lives,  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  written  law  is 
filent.  I  tell  thee,  Nathan,  there  appears  a  great  lhcw 
of  reafon  in  what  thou  fayed  ;  and  indeed  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  that  Mofes  fpent  ail  that  time  only  in  receiving 
the  written  law  ;  but  on  the  other  fide,  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  Eternal  Mind  was  bufied  fo  many  days  in  pre- 
feribing  thofe  ridiculous  rules  and  ceremonies  which  are 
found  in  the  Talmud,  and  the  writings  of  your  rabbis. 
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If  thou  canft  convince  me  of  that,  I  will  ceafe  to  per- 
fuade  thee  to  a  change. 

I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  fay,  but  the  hour  of  the 
poll  calls  on  me  to  conclude  my  letter.  In  my  next  I 
will  fully  anfwer  all  thy  arguments.  In  the  mean  time, 
let  not  cuftom,  and  the  dictates  of  the  fynagogue,  fup- 
plant  thy  reafon,  but  remember  thou  art  a  man. 

Paris,  37th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


XV. — To  the  Sublimely  Wife,  the  Signior  of  Excellent  Dig¬ 
nity,  Aeul  Recowawn’,  Grand  Almoner  to  the  Sultan. 

T  hou  art  placed  on  a  high  feat,  eminent  among  the 
faithful,  and  the  eyes  of  the  diftreffed  are  fixed  on  thee. 
Thou  art  the  patron  of  all  the  miferable.  To  thee,  as 
to  a  fandtuary,  flies  the  man  whofe  misfortunes  have  be¬ 
reaved  him  of  all  other  hope,  whofe  drooping  fpirits  can 
find  no  comfort  from  the  reft  of  mortals.  His  laft  and 
only  refuge  is  to  thee,  who  art  the  faithful  fteward  of 
the  Grand  Signior’s  liberalities.  Let  not  too  much  pru¬ 
dence  fupeffede  thy  charity.  The  wicked  and  the  inno¬ 
cent  have  equal  accefs  to  thee  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  fo, 
for  no  man  at  firft  can  diftinguifh  between  the  one  and 
the  other  by  their  outward  afpedt.  Yet  a  little  exami¬ 
nation  and  converfe  will  fhow  the  difference. 

There  are  thofe  who  get  large  poffeffions  under  the 
made  of  poverty  ;  there  are  impudent  beggars,  who 
make  a  trade  of  impofing  on  human  compafiion,  and 
fport  themfelves  in  this  humble  method,  of  cheating  peo¬ 
ple  of  their  money  ;  whilft,  imagining  they  beftow  it  on 
perfons  really  indigent,  it  is  thrown  away  on  counter¬ 
feits,  villains,  and  infidels. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  have  feen  true  objedls  of  pity, 


196 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  IV. 


men  reduced  to  the  laft  extremities,  who  would  rather 
perifh  than  expofe  their  condition  to  any,  fave  the  great 
and  noble.  They  efteem  fuch  as  be  wife  men,  generous, 
and  confiderate  of  the  accidents  which  commonly  befal 
mortals  ;  they  think,  to  thefe  they  may  freely  unbofom 
themfelves,  tell  their  wants,  and  claim  relief,  without 
the  hazard  of  a  reproach,  which  wounds  more  deeply 
than  a  fnort  denial. 

Thou  mayefl:  know  them  by  the  modelly  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  their  faces  (fays  our  holy  prophet),  and  that 
they  are  foon  repulfed.  To  fuch  as  thefe  give  plentiful 
alms,  and  do  not  repine ;  for  it  is  as  a  profitable  mee- 
chandife  fent  to  remote  countries,  which,  though  ven¬ 
tured  on  the  uncertain  waters,  yet  in  time,  by  the  fpe- 
cial  bleffing  of  Heaven,  fhall  return  with  feven-fold  in- 
tereft. 

Nay,  give  to  all  that  afk  ;  for  it  is  better  to  mifplace 
our  charity  on  nine  unworthy  perfons,  than  to  deny  an 
alms  to  one  that  is  really  in  need.  Befides,  it  is  not  for 
the  honour  of  a  fovereign  monarch,  that  any  perfon  in 
diftrefs  fhould  depart  from  his  court  fad  or  difeontented 
for  want  of  relief. 

I  have  in  fome  of  my  letters  glanced  at  the  vices  of 
thefe  weltern  Nazarenes,  and  have  not  been  altogether 
filent  as  to  their  virtues,  among  which  their  charity  is 
very  confpicuous. 

The  French  relate  a  pretty  paffage  of  a  certain  cardi¬ 
nal,  a  very  good  man,  and  one  that,  bv  the  multitude 
of  his  generous  adlions,  gave  occafion  for  the  world  to 
call  him,  The  patron  of  the  poor. 

This  ecclefialtic  prince  had  a  confcar.t  cuftom,  once 
or  twice  a-week,  to  give  public  audience  to  ail  indigent 
people  in  the  hall  of  his  palace,  and  to  relieve  every  one 
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according  to  their  various  neceffities,  or  the  motions  of 
his  own  bounty. 

One  day  a  poor  widow,  encouraged  with  the  fame  of 
his  generofity,  came  into  the  hall  of  this  cardinal,  with 
her  only  daughter,  a  beautiful  maid  about  fifteen  years 
cf  age.  When  her  turn  came  to  be  heard,  among  the 
crowd  of  petitioners,  the  cardinal,  difeerning  the  marks 
of  an  extraordinary  modefty  in  her  face  and  carriage,  as 
alfo  in  her  daughter,  he  encouraged  her  to  tell  her  wants 
freely.  She,  blulhing,  and  not  without  tears,  thus  ad- 
drelfed  herfelf  to  him  :  “  My  Lord,  I  owe  for  the  rent 
of  my  houfe  five  crowns,  and  fuch  is  my  misfortune,  that 
I  have  no  other  means  to  pay  it,  fave  what  would  break 
my  heart,  fince  my  landlord  threatens  to  force  me  to  it, 
that  is,  to  proftitute  this  my  only  daughter,  whom  I 
have  hitherto  with  great  care  educated  in  virtue,  and  an 
abhorrence  of  that  odious  crime.  What  I  beg  of  your 
eminence  is,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  interpofe  your  fa- 
cred  authority,  and  protett  us  from  the  violence  of  this 
cruel  man,  till  by  our  honeft  induftry  we  can  procure  the 
money  for  him.” 

The  cardinal,  moved  with  admiration  of  the  woman’s 
virtue  and  innocent  modefty,  bid  her  be  of  good  courage. 
Then  he  immediately  wrote  a  billet,  and  giving  it  into  the 
widow’s  hands,  “  Go  (faid  he)  to  my  fteward  with  this 
paper,  and  he  fhall  deliver  thee  five  crowns  to  pay  thy 
rent.” 

The  poor  woman  overjoyed,  and  returning  the  cardi¬ 
nal  a  thoufand  thanks,  went  diredlly  to  his  fteward,  and 
gave  him  the  note,  which  when  he  had  read,  he  told  out 
fifty  crowns.  She,  aftonifhed  at  the  meaning  of  it,  and 
fearing  this  was  only  the  Reward’s  trick  to  try  her  ho- 
nefty,  refufed  to  take  above  five,  faying,  She  aftted  the 
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cardinal  for  no  more,  and  fhe  was  fure  it  was  feme  mif- 
take. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  fteward  infilled  on  his  maker's 
order,  not  daring  to  call  it  in  queftion  :  But  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  he  could  ufe  were  infufficient  to  prevail  on  her 
to  take  any  more  than  five  crowns  j  wherefore,  to  end 
the  controverfy,  he  offered  to  go  back  with  her  to  the 
cardinal,  and  refer  it  to  him.  When  they  came  befofe 
the  munificent  prince,  and  he  was  fully  informed  of  the 
bufinefs,  “  It  is  tiue,  (faid  he)  I  miflook  in  writing 
fifty  crowns  ;  give  me  the  paper,  and  I  will  rectify  it.” 
Thereupon  he  wrote  again,  faying  thus  to  the  woman, 
“  So  much  candour  and  virtue  deferves  a  recompence  : 
Here  I  have  ordered  you  five  hundred  crowns  ;  what 
you  can  fpare  of  it,  lay  up  as  a  dowry  to  give  with  your 
daughter  in  marriage.” 

If  I  miflake  not,  this  cardinal  was  called  Farnefe  ; 
but  whatever  his  name  was,  this  was  an  a&ion  truly  he¬ 
roic,  and  which  has  but  few  parallels. 

It  will  be  much  for  the  glory  and  intereft  of  the  (Tim¬ 
ing  Porte,  if  thou  fometimes,  by  an  extraordinarv  lar- 
gefs,  raifeil  the  fortune  of  deferving  men,  and  putteft 
them  in  a  capacity  to  ferve  the  Grand  Signior  ;  at  leafl, 
fuch  bounty  will  oblige  them  not  to  differve  him. 

Among  the  reft,  permit  me  to  recommend  the  cafe  of 
Ebnol  Barwana  Kayemas,  thy  countryman  :  He  was 
once  poffeflbr  of  a  fair  l  imariot,  but  was  turned  out  by 
Suit  a  r:  Ibrahim,  to  gratify  a  creature  of  Shechir  Para. 
Thou  knoweft  the  life  of  that  infamous  woman.  I  fay 
no  more. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 
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XVI.— -To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

T  hou  that  art  a  man  of  war,  delighteft,  no  doubt,  to 
hear  of  combats  and  battles  ;  and  I  tell  thee,  that  fince 
the  beginning  of, the  world,  there  have  never  been  known 
fuch  dreadful  fea -fights,  as  during  the  prefent  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Englifh  and  Dutch.  It  feems  there  is  an  emu¬ 
lation  fprung  up  in  the  latter  ;  they  grudge  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Britain  the  chara&er  which  has  been  given  them 
from  all  antiquity,  of  being  the  molt  vi&orious  on  that 
element  of  any  nation  on  the  earth. 

It  is  poffible  there  may  be  fome  more  particular  grounds 
for  their  prefent  quarrel,  to  which  I  am  a  ftranger  ;  but 
afiuredly  they  have  purfuc-d  their  animofities  very  eagerly 
on  both  fides ;  and,  let  the  occafion  be  what  it  will,  the 
Dutch  are  ftill  lofers. 

I  fent  thee  an  account  of  a  combat  between  their  fleets 
laft  year,  fince  which  they  have  had  many  other  engage¬ 
ments  j  and  it  is  faid  here,  that,  during  this  war,  the 
Englifh  have  taken  from  the  Dutch  near  two  thoufand 
merchant  veffels,  and  funk  and  burnt  many  of  their  fhips 
of  war,  (lain  fome  of  their  chief  commanders,  fpoiled  their 
trade,  and  reduced  them  almoft  to  as  great  ftraits  as  when 
they  firfi:  courted  the  protection  of  the  Englifh  againfl 
their  fovereign  the  King  of  Spain,  from  whom  they  had 
then  newly  revolted. 

But  the  mod  terrible  conflict  was  on  the  fecond  of  this 
moon,  wherein  the  Dutch  had  fevemand-twenty  of  their 
greateft  fliips  either  funk  or  burnt,  two  thoufand  of  their 
feamen  and  foldiers  killed,  and  a  thoufand  taken  prifon- 
ers,  with  many  captains.  That  great  general,  Trump, 
whom  T  mentioned  in  my  lall,  was  flain  in  this  fight,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  performed  prodigies  of  valour. 

The  French  fay,  that,  during  the  heat  of  this  engagc- 
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meat,  Trump,  being  exceffive  thirfty,  called  for  a  bowl 
of  wine,  which  his  fervant  had  no  fooner  delivered  to  him, 
but  a  cannon  bullet  took  his  hand  off,  juft  as  he  was  re¬ 
tiring  from  his  mafter.  The  brave  general,  touched  with 
a  noble  compaffion,  fpilt  the  wine  on  the  deck,  faying, 

“  It  is  not  fit  that  I  fhould  quench  my  thirft  with  the 
blood  of  a  faithful  Have  And  as  foon  as  he  had  fpoke  • 
thefe  words,  another  bullet  took  from  him  the  power  of 
ever  drinking  again. 

If  fuch  an  accident  fhould  happen  to  thee,  when  thou 
fightefl  againft  the  infidels,  know,  for  certain,  that  thou 
fnalt  be  immediately  tranfported  to  the  green  and  fha.dy 
banks  of  the  rivers  of  wine  in  paradife,  where  thou  may- 
eft  drink  thy  fill  in  eternal  fecurity  ;  for  he  that  dies  fight¬ 
ing  for  the  faith  is  a  martyr. 

Paris,  i a tli  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  161:3. 


XVII. — To  Sale  Tircheni  Emin,  Supcrintendant  of 
the  Royal  Arfenal  at  Confiantinople. 

I  remember.  I  promifed  in  my  laft  to  give  thee  a  far¬ 
ther  account  of  Pachicour,  the  famous  pirate  of  the  Black 
Sea  :  It  were  eafy  to  perform  it,  but  a  temptation  di¬ 
verts  my  pen  another  way. 

I  remember,  when  thou  wert  chiaus,  I  have  heard  thee 
fpeak  of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  whither  thou  waft  fent 
by  Sultan  Amurat,  to  compofe  the  differences  that  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  dey  and  the  divan  of  that  city  :  At 
the  fame  time,  thou  madeft  mention  of  a  certain  admi¬ 
rable  engine,  contrived  to  draw  up  fhips,  or  any  thing 
elfe,  from  the  bottom  of  the  fea  ;  and  that  the  divan  of 
Tunis  gave  to  the  artift  who  framed  it  an  hundred  thou- 
ftsnd  pialtcrs,  a6  a  reward  of  his  ingenuity. 
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I  have  read,  in  a  certain  French  author,  of  fuch  ano¬ 
ther  device  at  Venice,  made  on  purpofe  to  draw  up  the 
famous  Carrack,  which  they  called  The  Caftle  of  the 
Sea.  This  galleon  was  built  of  a  monitrous  bulk,  more 
for  Hate  than  fervice,  and  was  overturned  by  her  own 
unwieldinefs,  as  Ihe  lay  at  anchor,  and  funk  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  ;  from  whence  neither  that  forementioned  engine, 
nor  all  the  art  of  man  could  raife  her  :  Yet  the  11  dll  of 
the  engineer  was  highly  commended,  and  the  fenate  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  the  title  of  Clariffirr.o,  and  fettled  a  no¬ 
ble  penfion  on  him  during  life. 

It  is  queilioned  whether  the  States  of  Holland  will  be 
fo  liberal  to  a  certain  French  engineer,  who  has  made  a 
(hip  at  Rotterdam,  which,  they  fay,  will  outdo  all  the 
miracles  of  Noah’s  ark. 

This  (hip  is  at  prefent  all  the  talk  at  Paris.  Our  mer¬ 
chants  receive  letters  full  of  wonders  from  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  concerning  this  whirligig  of  -a  vefiel,  which  is  to 
move  by  clock-work,  without  fails,  oars,  rudder,  or  any 
common  marine  tackle,  yet  (hall  cut  her  way  through 
the  fea,  with  a  fwifter  progrefs  than  the  moon  glides 
along  the  Iky,  or  a  bullet  out  of  a  cannon.  This  is  the 
difeourfe  of  thole  who  love  to  advance  all  that  they  hear 
to  the  height  of  a  miracle  or  romance  :  Yet,  it  is  certain, 
the  art  id  lias  promifed  it  fhall  equal  the  motion  of  fome 
birds, .and  run  twelve  leagues  an  hour.  Neither  winds 
nor  tides  (hall  forward  or  hinder  its  courfe,  which,  de¬ 
pending  on  an  internal  principle  of  perpetual  motion,  is 
to  be  diredled  only  at  the  pleafure  of  him  who  manages 
the  fprings  and  wheels  ;  fo  that  the  mailer  of  this  vefftq 
(hail  be  able,  with  a  fingle  touch  of  his  hand,  to  turn  it 
to  any  point  of  the  compafs,  in  the  moil  boifterous  wea¬ 
ther  that  blows. 

This  engineer  farther  engages,  that  his  veffel  fhall  make 
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a  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  in  the  revolution  of  a  moon, 
and  to  fome  regions  of  America  in  a  fourth  part  of  that 
time.  If  he  be  as  good  at  performance  as  he  is  at  promif- 
ing,  lie  will  fail  round  the  globe  at  this  rate  in  three 
moons. 

In  farther  commendation  of  this  wonderful  machine, 
it  is  faid,  that,  by  a  new-invented  art,  it  fnall  fecretly, 
under  water,  difable  any  ftiip,  provided  fhe  be  within 
canncn-ihot,  and  this  with  fo  fudden  a  force,  that  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  hours  it  will  fuccefiively  fink  a  fleet  of  an 
hundred  {hips  of  war. 

Moreover,  this  artift,  to  appear  not  lefs  fubtle  againft 
the  efforts  of  Heaven,  than  in  furpafling  all  the  inven¬ 
tions  on  earth,  promifes,  that  his  miraculous  veflel  fhall, 
at  the  diilance  of  a  league,  cut  afunder  any  fpouts  or 
cataratcs  of  waters,  which  ufually  threaten  mariners  in 
the  Mediterranean  and  other  feas. 

It  is  pofflble  thou  art  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  tliefe  fpouts,  and  the  danger  of  fhips  that  fail 
near  them ;  yet  give  me  leave  to  inform  thee  what  I  have 
heard  from  a  certain  corfair,  who  has  often  met  with 
them  in  the  Levant. 

This  pirate  tells  me,  that  a  fpout  is  a  kind  of  aqueduft 
between  the  clouds  and  the  fea,  by'  which  thofe  pendu¬ 
lous  cifterns  above  are  replenifhed  with  water  from  the 
ocean,  drawing  it  up  as  through  a  pipe,  which  feems  to 
be  let  down  for  that  end,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  fome 
particular  places,  where  the  water  boils  up  firft  above  the 
furface  of  the  briny  plain,  as  a  fignal  to  thcfe  thirfty 
bladders  to  make  a  defcent  there,  and  fuck  their  fill. 

If  this  be  true,  who  knows  but  that  all  the  rain,  to 
which  the  earth  is  indebted  for  its  fertility,  comes  thus 
originally  from  the  fea  ?  for  it  may  be  made  frefh,  either. 
;.n  its  firfl;  afcent  through  the  rofeid  air,  or  after  its  re? 
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ception  into  the  clouds,  by  foine  hidden  energy  of  that 
element,  or  the  natural  force  of  the  middle  region  ;  or- 
at  lead  by  feme  unknown  virtue,  perhaps  not  inferior  to 
that  by  which  the  waters  of  a  bitter  lake  in  the  defart 
became  fweet  at  the  interceffion  of  our  holy  prophet, 
when  the  whole  army  of  the  primitive  muffulmans  was 
like  to  have  peridied  of  third. 

And  then  how  will  the  weftern  philosophers  difpofe  of 
all  the  vapours  which  they  fay  are  exhaled  from  this 
flobe,  and  afterwards  condenfed  into  clouds  ?  I  tell  thee 
that  is  but  a  loofe  notion  of  fuch  retentive  bodies  as  the 
clouds  feem  to  be :  And  it  would  tempt  one  to  aik,  what 
the  veflels  are  made  of  which  hold  thofe  condenfed  ex¬ 
halations,  fo  that  they  do  not  fall  at  once  upon  our  heads 
and  overwhelm  us,  but  only  diftil  in  fmall  fucceflive  Show¬ 
ers,  drop  by  drop,  to  refrefh.  the  barren  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  ferve  the  necelfities  of  men  :  And  why  the 
rains  fall  in  the  Indies,  and  other  regions  of  the  Bad, 
whole  moons  together  without  intermiffion,  the  red  of 
the  year  being  dry  ;  whereas,  in  other  countries,  the  pe¬ 
riods  of  the  weather’s  alteration  are  uncertain,  and  in 
feme  parts  it  feldom  or  never  rains  at  all. 

Doubtlefs,  the  works  of  the  Omnipotent  are  inferu- 
table  ;  and  though  it  may  be  an  argument  of  a  great  wit, 
to  give  ingenious  reafons  for  many  wonderful  appearances 
in  nature,  yet  it  is  an  evidence  of  fmall  piety  or  judg¬ 
ment,  to  be  podtive  in  any  thing  but  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  our  own  ignorance. 

Now  I  have  made  as  wide  an  excurfion  from  my  firft 
difeourfe,  as  the  Maulla  did,  who  began  an  oration  in 
praife  of  Noah’s  ark,  and  ended  with  telling  a  tale  of  an 
Armenian  wheel-barrow.  But  I  will  not  forget  that  I 
was  fpeaking  of  the  promife  which  the  Rotterdam  engi¬ 
neer  has  made  of  his  machine  j  that  it  fhould  effectually 
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break  all  the  force  of  fpouts,  which  would  render  him 
very  ferviceable  to  merchants,  as  a  convoy  to  defend 
them  from  thofe  terrible  bugbears  to  failois  ;  for  the 
corfair  tells  me,  that  thefe  fpouts  very  often  occafion 
ihipwrecks,  either  by  entangling  the  malts  of  a  !hip,  and 
fo  overturning  it,  or,  by  breaking  in  the  encounter,  over¬ 
whelm  it  with  water,  and  fo  fink  it. 

He  fays  likewife,  that  the  Chriftian  pirates  are  accu- 
ftomed  to  ufe  a  certain  charm  againft  thefe  fpouts  :  They 
have  a  knife,  whofe  haft  is  made  of  the  bone  of  a  man’s 
right  arm,  and  every  veffel  is  bound  to  provide  one  or  two 
of  thefe  knives  when  they  loofe  from  the  lhore.  They 
buy  them  of  certain  perfor.s  who  have  the  charafter  of 
magicians ;  and  when  they  fee  a  fpout  at  fome  dillance 
from  them  at  fea,  the  mailer  of  the  velftl,  or  any  body 
elfe,  takes  this  enchanted  knife  in  his  right  hand,  and 
holding  the  book  of  their  gofpel  in  his  left,  reads  fome 
part  of  it ;  and  when  he  comes  to  a  certain  verncle  which 
mentions  the  incarnation  of  their  Meffiah,  he  makes  a 
motion  with  his  knife  towards  the  fpout,  as  if  he  would 
cut  it  in  two  ;  whereupon  immediately  the  fpout  breaks 
in  the  middle,  and  all  the  inclofed  water  falls  into  the 
fea. 

But  I  tell  thee,  he  who  gives  credit  to  the  ftories  of 
charms,  or  the  projedls  of  men  pretending  to  excel  all 
the  reft  of  their  race,  has  more  faith  than  is  requifite  to 
him  who  reads  JEfop’s  Fables,  fince,  in  pernfing  that 
ingenious  figment,  we  are  only  defired  to  believe  the 
moral. 

It  is  thought  by  fome,  that  this  engineer  will,  by  the 
natural  clock-work  of  his  heels,  be  much  more  nimble 
than  his  veffel,  in  flying  the  difgrace  which  will  attend 
him,  if  his  fantaffic  project  prove  unfucccfsful.  In  my 
next  thou  (halt  hear  of  Pachicour. 

Paris,  nth  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 
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XVIII— Tj  Murat,  Bafa. 

i.  he  Englifh  at  prefent  make  the  greateft  figure  and 
noife  of  ail  the  nations  in  the  Weft.  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  even  France  itfclf,  courts  the  friendfhip  of  that  ifland, 
fince  the  inhabitants  have  formed  themfcives  into  a  com¬ 
monwealth.  It  appears  as  if  the  Englilh  were  but  new¬ 
ly  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  ftrength,  and,  by 
thus  roufmg  themfelves,  had  alarmed  all  their  neighbours. 

However  it  be,  this  king  has  lent  an  ambaflador  to 
the  Englifh  couit  to  break  the  negotiation  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  there,  and  to  eftabhfti  a  peace  between  England 
and  France,  if  pofiible. 

One  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of  the  maxims  of  thefe 
infidels  ;  for,  at  the  fame  time,  the  banifhed  heir  o'f  the 
Englifh  crown  takes  his  fandtuary  in  this  couit,  where 
he  is  carefled,  and  made  to  believe  great  things  they  will 
do  toward  his  reftoration.  But  intereft  fuperfedes  all  ar¬ 
guments  of  affedtion  and  confanguinity  :  They  are  more 
folicitous  here  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  embaiTy,  than  for 
the  right  of  the  poor  exiled  prince.  Fie  is  called  the 
King  of  Scotland,  having  been  folemnly  crowned  in  that 
kingdom  fince  the  death  of  his  father;  and,  entering  in¬ 
to  England  with  an  army  of  Scots,  was  routed  ;  and, 
having  narrowly  efcaped  the  trains  that  were  laid  for  his 
liberty  and  life,  at  length  landed  in  this  kingdom,  where 
he  has  been  entertained  with  much  feeming  affcdtion. 
But  the  dread  they  are  under  of  the  victorious  new  Eng- 
lifh  commonwealth,  makes  them  begin  to  talk  of  his  de¬ 
parture  from  hence. 

The  Prince  of  Ccnde  has  taken  Rocroy,  which  was 
the  firft  place  where  he  fignalized  his  arms  in  the  infant 
reign  of  this  king,  about  ten  years  ago,  which  the  fu- 
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perftitious  interpret  as  an  omen  of  ill  luck  to  the  king. 
This  fort  of  people  are  led  by  maxims  void  of  reafcn, 
and  fo  there  is  no  regard  to  be  given  to  their  obferva- 
tions ;  yet  fome  of  the  wifer  fort  think  this  will  prove  a 
long  war. 

That'which  amufes  people  moil,  is  the  fmall  concern 
the  Prince  of  Conti  and  the  Dutchefs  of  Longueville 
fhow  for  their  brother’s  caufe  ;  for,  while  the  king  was 
on  his  march  againft  the  Prince  of  Conde,  they  came 
and  fubmitted  themfelves  to  him,  and  were  received  to 
favour.  Thofe  who  are  apt  to  fufpedt  an  intrigue  in 
every  thing,  fay,  that  this  reconciliation  is  only  feigned 
on  their  part,  it  being  a  means  to  ferve  their  perfecuted 
brother  with  greater  fecurity  and  fuccefs  ;  others  arc  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  real,  efpecially  on  the  Prince  of  Con¬ 
ti’s  part,  fince  he  and  his  brother  had  never  any  good 
underftandincr. 

O 

There  has  been  a  battle  lately  fought  between  the 
French  and  Spanilh  forces  in  Italy,  wherein  the  Spani¬ 
ards  loft  twelve  hundred  men,  and  the  French  above  half 
that  number  of  their  belt  foldiers ;  fo  that  the  King  of 
France  may  fay,  with  a  famous  general,  Vidlories  attend¬ 
ed  with  fo  little  advantage,  will  ruin,  rather  than  enlarge 
an  empire. 

Baffa,  in  the  midft  of  thy  grandeur,  I  wifh  thee  health, 
which  fweetens  the  worft  events.  As  for  me,  I  am  like 
one  hovering  between  two  worlds. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


XIX. — To  Afis,  Baffa. 

The  gods  of  the  Nazarenes,  one  would  think,  were 
ftudying  how  to  perplex  their  adorers.  Thefe  weftern 


Book  III. 


A  SPIT  Al'  PARIS. 


207 


parts  abound  with  prodigies  and  furpriling  events  :  More 
efpecially  the  low  countries  feel  the  ftrokes  of  a  hand, 
which,  by  making  them  fmart,  feems  to  put  them  in 
mind,  they  are  too  high  in  their  own  conceit. 

For  feveral  weeks  we  have  been  alarmed  from  thence 
with  the  tragical  ftories  of  fhipwrecks,  inundations,  tem¬ 
pers  of  thunder  and  lightning,  not  ufual  at  this  time  of 
the  year  ;  monftrous  fpe&res  feen  rifing  out  of  the  feas, 
lakes,  and  livers;  armies  in  the  air;  with  comets,  and 
other  wonderful  apparitions. 

The  dates  of  the  United  Provinces  have  lbft  by  wreck 
fixteen  (hips  of  war,  and  thirty-feven  merchant  veffels. 
It  looks  as  if  iEolus  and  Neptune,  the  chief  gods  of  the 
Hollanders,  had  entered  into  a  league  to  puniih  them  for 
ftruggling  againll  their  fate,  whilft  they  maintain  a  fleet 
to  brave  and  plunder  the  Englifh,  under  whofe  fhadow 
they  firft  rofe  to  the  power  they  fo  ungratefully  now 
pofiefs. 

For  befidcs  thefe  Ioffes  at  fea,  the  winds  and  waves 
have  confpired  to  break  down  their  very  banks,  the  only 
guard  they  have  againfl:  that  encroaching  element.  All 
the  low  countries  are  overwhelmed  with  water ;  infomuch 
as,  five  miles  within  land  from  Oftend,  there  has  been 
found  a.  whale  newly  call;  up,  feven  times  as  long  as  a 
man. 

This  the  infidels  look  on  as  a  great  prodigy,  and  the 
forerunner  of  fome  ftrange  revolution,  though  it  is  but  a 
natural  event,  and  frequently  happens  in  thofe  feas  where 
whales  are  more  plentiful.  The  naturalifts  fay,  that  this 
king  of  the  fcaly  nations  never  makes  his  progrefs  through 
the  feas  without  his  guide,  which  is  a  certain  fmall  fifh, 
that  always  fwims  before  him,  and  gives  him  warning  of 
flats  and  fhallows,  upon  which  he  often  ftrikes,  and  fome- 
times  on  the  main  fhores,  if  his  little  guide  chance  to  be 
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devoured  by  any  other  nfn,  cr  come  to  ether  tr.ifii'ap  ; 
and  this  may  be  lire  realo.i  why  io  ir.?.nv  whales  are 
found  ou  the  funds  when  the  tide  ebbs.  They  fay  alfo, 
that  w  hen  this  little  fi!h  is  inclined  to  reft,  it  retires  -into 
the  whale’s  belly,  repofing  itfelf  there  for  feme  time, 
during  which  the  whale  reds  alfo,  not  daring  to  venture 
forwaid,  till  his  guide  comes  forth,  and  leads  the  way. 
It  this  be  true,  it  feems  as  it  there  were  a  league  or 
friendship  contracted  between  t  ide  two,'  they  mutually 
performing  all  the  nece.Taiy  <  Tees  of  love  and  gratitude  ; 
and  how  this  can  be  done  without  feme  fpecies  of  reafon, 
I  cannot  comprehend. 

Let  them  at  the  Porte  call  me  M’nefih,  or  what  they 
v/ieafe,  I  canrct  forbear  doing  this  juftice  to  the  fifh  of 
the  fea,  as  well  as  to  the  animals  on  earth,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  either  they  are  endowed  with  a  kind  of  rea¬ 
fon,  or  that  faculty  which  we  call  fo  in  men  is  r.o  other 
than  fenfe.  If  the  brutes  perform  many  things  without 
any  deliberation  or  counfel,  fo  do  molt  mtn  ;  and  no 
man  can  demonilrate,  that  even  tkofe  dumb  beings  do 
not  advife  and  project,  before  they  attempt  any  thing  of 
moment  towards  their  own  prefervatior.,  or  the  ferviee  of 
others  ;  and  if  they  fee:n  to  do  many  things  rafhly,  it 
may  be  atri  hated  to  the  quieknefs  and  vivacity  of  their 
fenfe,  which  needs  not  the  flow  and  phlegmatic  methods 
of  human  counfel. 

Suffer  thefe  digiefuons,  courteous  baffa  ;  and,  fmee  I 
have  led  thee  fo  far  out  of  the  road,  take  but  another 
ftep,  and  I  will  fhow  thee  a  great  monarch,  who  com¬ 
mands  millions  of  men,  carried  away  captive  by  a  filly 
beaft. 

The  King  of  France,  the  ether  day,  as  he  was  a-hur.t- 
ing,  difeharged  a  fowling-piece  at  a  partridge  on  the 
wing :  The  bird  dropped,  and  the  monarch,  eager  to 
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take  up  his  game,  gave  the  reins  to  his  horfe,  who  ran 
away  with  him  over  a  great  plain,  for  the  fpace  of  half  a 
league  ;  and  had  not  the  king  fallen  off,  within  fix  pace* 
of  a  great  chafm  or  hole  in  the  earth,  he  would  have 
been  carried,  for  aught  I  knew,  to  keep  company  with 
Horatius  Curtius,  the  venturous  Roman,  of  whofe  ex- 
ploits  thou  haft  heard  ;  for  the  furious  fteed,  not  being 
aware  of  the  danger  before  him,  as  loon  as  he  had  call 
the  king,  gallopped  full  fpeed  into  the  gaping  precipice, 
and  was  never  more  heard  of. 

This  the  priefts  cry  up  for  a  miraculous  efcape,  and 
prefage,  that  the  king  is  referved  by  providence  for  great 
things. 

The  King  of  Portugal  has  an  ambaflador  here,  who  in 
his  mailer’s  name  propofes  a  match  between  this  king 
and  the  infanta  of  Portugal,  proffering  four  millions  of 
crowns  as  her  dowry  :  But  the  court  entertains  this  mo¬ 
tion  coldly,  the  cardinal  being  averfe,  for  what  reafon  is 
not  known  ;  for  the  infanta  has  an  illi'.ftrlous  character, 
and  known  to  be  a  princefs  of  incomparable  virtue. 

This  minifter  is  managing  a  match  of  neafer  concern 
to  himfelf,  defigning  to  marry  one  of  his  nieces  to  the 
Prince  of  Conti,  brother  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  ;  and 
it  is  faid,  this  prince  receives  the  cardinal’s  propcfals  with 
lefs  fcorn,  than  did  the  Count  of  SohTons  thofe  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  Richlieu  on  the  like  occafion. 

Here  is  a  rumour,  as  if  the  Prince  of  Conde  would  be 
condemned  by  a  procefs  of  parliament,  and  that  he  will 
be  put  to  death  in  effigy. 

This  indignity  is  common  among  the  infidels,  who 
efteem  whatfoever  honour  or  difgrace  is  fhown  to  images, 
as  done  to  the  perfons  whom  they  represent.  They  have 
no  other  excufe  for  their  worship  of  things  made  by  the 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


210 


Vol.  IV. 


hands  of  men  like  themfelves,'  but  that  it  is  purelv  rela¬ 
tive,  and  centres  in  the  prototype. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  friends  and 
well-wifhers  fmile  at  his  imaginary  death,  knowing,  that, 
if  no  effectual  ftroke  of  fate  carry  him  out  of  the  world, 
he  will  be  at  the  head  of  a  potent  army  in  the  fpring,  to 
put  many  to  death  in  reality,  and  by  the  edge  of  the 
fword,  who  fight  for  his  enemies. 

A  while  ago,  a  man  was  imprifoned  here  by  his  own 
folly,  having  voluntarily  declared,  that  he  was  hired  by 
this  prince  to  affafiinate  Cardinal  Mazarini. 

I  have  formerly  fpoken  of  the  Count  d’Harcourt, 
and  the  difgrace  he  was  in  at  this  court,  for  not  con¬ 
tinuing  the  fiege  of  Londa,  a  ftrong  hold  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  in  Catalonia.  This  general  is  a  brave  man,  and  has 
done  eminent  fervices  to  the  crown  of  France.  It  is  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  he  laid  to  heart  the  coldnefs  and 
contempt  with  which  he  was  received  at  his  return  from 
that  unfortunate  campaign.  Great  fouls  are  to  be  caref- 
fed  with  more  than  ordinary  affeCtion,  in  their  adverfe 
fortunes  ;  and  faithful  fervants  ought  not  to  be  reproach¬ 
ed  with  every  falfe  ftep,  or  ill  fuccefs  in  their  affairs. 
The  count,  refenting  ill  the  king’s  carriage  towards  him, 
removed  himfelf  from  the  court,  and  then  out  of  the 
kingdom,  defigning,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  ferve  the  Emperor 
of  Germany. 

Laft  week  his  two  fons,  that  were  detained  as  hoftages  in 
this  city,  made  their  efcape  ;  the  Duke  of  Do:  rain  having 
promifed  to  give  the  eldeft  his  daughter  in  marriage. 

That  duke  roves  up  and  down  like  a  freebooter,  with 
an  army  of  banditti  at  his  heels. 

Renowned  Afis,  I  make  an  humble  and  affectionate 
obeiiance  ;  wifhing  thee  as  many  years  of  life,  as  thou 
canft  pafs  without  languifhing  for  death. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  irth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653 
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XX.— ToDgebe  Nafir,  Bajfa. 

Thou  fucceedeft  a  righteous  minifter,  Chiurgi  Muham- 
met  :  I  wilh  thee  a  furplufage  of  happinefs,  which  thou 
wilt  not  fail  to  poffefs,  if  thou  inherited,  the  virtues  of 
that  baffa,  as  well  as  his  office.  May  his  foul  now  tafte 
the  reward  of  his  juft  life  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  has 
made  an  happy  experience  of  my  wiffies.  He  fits  down 
in  quiet  under  the  trees  of  Eden,  his  head  encompaffed 
with  a  garland  of  flowers,  which  never  fade,  veiled  with 
the  immarcefcible  crimfon,  and  purple  of  paradife  :  He 
repofes  on  his  bed  of  delights,  whilft  beautiful  pages 
ferve  him  in  velTels  of  gold,  fet  round  with  fapphires  and 
emeralds  :  He  drinks  the  dele&able  wine  which  never 
inebriates,  and  eats  of  the  fruits,  every  itiorfel  of  which 
prolongs  his  life  for  a  thoufand  ages  :  He  hears  nothing 
but  the  voices  of  fuch  as  are  full  of  benediction  and  joy  : 
The  virgins  of  paradife  falute  him  with  a  grace  which 
cannot  be  expreiTed  :  They  chant  to  the  new-come  gueft 
fongs  of  immortal  love  ;  to  the  ftranger  from  earth,  they 
tell  their  paffion  in  ftrains  which  ravifh  his  heart  :  He  is 
d.fi'olved  in  a  thoufand  ecftacies.  This  is  the  reward  of 
a  pious  muffulman,  a  wife  minifter,  a  juft  judge  of  the 
faithful.  Follow  his  example,  and  thou  fhalt  be  tranflat- 
ed  into  his  company  ;  for  he  is  in  a  goodly  place,  near 
the  fpring-head  of  perfetl  blifs. 

Thou  wilt  expeft  fome  news  from  me  as  a  teftimony 
of  my  refpeCl  ;  and  I  cannot  pretend  there  is  none  ftir- 
ring,  at  a  jun&ure  when  all  this  part  of  the  world  is  fo 
lull  of  aftion,  or  at  leaft  of  counfels. 

Here  has  been  great  rejoicings  lately  for  the  taking  of 
St.  Menehoud,  a  ftrong  town  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  All  the  officers  of  the  French  King’s  army 
endeavoured  to  difluade  him  from  the  fiege  of  this  place ; 
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but  Cardinal  Mazarini  over-ruled  their  arguments,  and, 
having  reproved  their  groundlefs  fears,  caufed  it  to  be 
inverted  and  attacked  the  2 2d  of  the  10th  moon.  Some 
fay  he  had  a  party  there,  yet  it  held  out  till  the  27th  of 
the  laft  moon,  at  which  time  it  was  furrendered  upon  ar¬ 
ticles  to  the  king,  who  was  there  in  perfon,  with  his 
brother  the  young  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  queen,  the  car¬ 
dinal,  and  the  whole  court :  They  returned  to  this  city 
the  9th  of  this  prefent  moon. 

They  were  received  with  great  acclamations  and  feem- 
ing  joy,  by  thofe  who  would  have  triumphed  more 
heartily,  had  they  been  defeated,  or  forced  to  raife  the 
fiege  ;  for  the  citizens  of  Paris  wirti  well  to  the  Prince  of 
Coude’s  arms,  not  fo  much  cut  of  love  to  him,  as  in  ha¬ 
tred  of  his  enemy,  the  cardinal  minifter  ;  and  they  are 
fenrtble,  that  this  fuccefsful  fiege  will  redound  wholly  to 
the  cardinal’s  honour,  by  whofe  foie  orders  the  place  was 
inverted. 

It  is  difcourfed,  as  if  this  minifter  has  feme  new  defign 
on  foot,  to  conquer  the  kingdom  of  Naples  :  This  is 
certain,  a  mighty  fleet  is  fitting  out  to  fea  ;  whither 
bound,  no  man  knows  tut  thofe  of  the  cabinet,  among 
whom  the  cardinal  is  chief. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  common  people  liften  after 
certain  prodigies  that  have  been  fecn  in  the  air  :  They 
fay,  a  flaming  fword  appeared  lately  to  rife  in  the  north? 
and  take  its  courfe  fouth-eaftward  ;  from  whence  people 
make  various  prognoftics,  as' their  paliions  or  interefts  ia- 
fpire  them.  Some  are  of  opinion,  it  prefages  the  con- 
queft  of  Naples  by  this  king’s  arms  ;  others  apply  it  to 
the  new  commonwealth  of  England,  and  to  the  victorious 
fword  of  Oliver,  who,  from  general  of  the  Englifli  army, 
is  now,  in  this  very  moon,  exalted  to  the  height  of  fo- 
vereign  power,  governing  the  nations  of  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Ireland,  under  the  title  of  their  Protedlor. 
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Here  are  divers  of  his  fubjedis  in  this  city,  and  other 
Englifh,  Scots,  and  Irifh,  who  embrace  the  intereft  of 
Charles,  the  fon  of  their  late  murdered  king,  who  has 
been  fince  crowned  King  of  the  Scots.  They  give  a 
different  character  of  Oliver  ;  yet  all  agree  that  he  is  a 
wife  ftatefman  and  a  great  general. 

The  Scots  King’s  party  fpeak  contemptibly  of  Oli¬ 
ver’s  birth  and  education  ;  yet  thou  knoweft  this  hinders 
not  but  he  may  be  a  man  of  courage  and  virtue.  They 
relate  many  odd  paffages  of  his  youth,  which  feem  to  me 
fo  many  evidences  of  an  extraordinary  genius,  and  that 
he  is  a  perfon  of  a  deep  reach. 

He  tampered  with  feveral  religious  fadlions  in  Eng¬ 
land,  counterfeiting  an  exquifite  piety,  whereby  he  firft 
railed  himfelf  a  name  among  the  zealots  of  that  nation, 
who  looked  upon  him  there  as  a  very  holy  perfon,  and 
one  marked  out  by  deftiny  for  great  undertakings. 

He  foon  got  a  confiderable  command  in  the  army  of 
the  revolters,  where  he  fignalized  himfelf  by  many  brave 
adiions,  which  fpoke  him  a  man  of  an  invincible  courage, 
and  admirable  conduct  ;  fo  that  at  length  none  was 
thought  more  fit  than  he  to  be  general.  In  fine,  he  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  fo  gallantly  in  that  high  office,  and  has 
fo  wrought  himfelf  into  the  affections  of  the  people,  that 
they  now  look  upon  him  as  a  prophet  or  faviour  ;  and 
the  divan,  or  parliament  of  that  nation,  have  conferred 
on  him  the  fovercign  authority. 

Thofe  of  the  Englifh,  which  are  affedfed  to  his  intereft, 
fpeak  great  things  in  his  praife  ;  they  call  him  another 
Mofes  or  Jofhua  ;  they  prefer  him  to  Hannibal,  Scipio, 
and  even  to  the  great  Alexander.  It  is  difficult  for 
them  to  fpeak  of  him  without  hyperboles.  It  is  faid 
the  King  of  France  will  court  his  friendfhip.  Indeed 
all  the  neighbouring  countries  Hand  in  awe  of  this  fuc- 
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cefsful  hero  ;  and  the  Hollanders,  who  are  the  only 
people  that  durft  engage  in  a  war  with  the  Englifh  com¬ 
monwealth,  now  feek  for  peace,  fince  he  is  inverted  with 
the  fupreme  authority. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  poor  exiled  King  of  the  Scots 
takes  fandtuary  in  this  court,  with  his  mother  the  late 
Q^ieen  of  England,  and  his  brother,  whom  they  call  the 
Duke  of  York.  The  French  King  allows  them  all  very 
ccnfiderable  penfions  ;  and  the  latter  has  fome  command 
in  the  army  in  Flanders.  There  is  another  brother  alfo, 
but  little  talked  of  as  yet,  being  the  youngeft  of  the 
three. 

They  arc  generouny  entertained  here,  it  being  the  pe¬ 
culiar  honour  of  this  court  to  be  an  hofpitable  refuge  to 
princes  in  diltrefs  :  Yet  obferving  men  fay,  the  king  will 
in  time  grow  weary  of  his  royal  guefts,  it  being  very 
charp-eable  to  maintain  them  and  their  burdenfome  re- 

O 

tinue.  Befides,  he  will  have  fome  reafon  of  ftate  to 
difeard  them,  if  he  enters  into  a  league  with  Oliver, 
the  new  Englifh  fovereign,  who  is  courted  on  all  hands. 

Eliachim  the  Jew  of  whom  thou  wilt  hear  in  the 
divan)  is  juft  come  into  my  chamber,  and  brings  me 
word,  that  there  is  an  exprefs  newly  arrived,  who  informs 
the  queen  of  a  defeat  given  to  the  Spaniards  near  a  city 
called  Rozes,  which  they  had  beiieged,  in  Catalonia.  The 
French  were  going  to  the  relief  of  this  place,  and  the 
Spaniards  fet  upon  them  in  their  march,  but  were  beaten 
into  their  trenches,  from  whence  they  fed  by  night, 
leaving  three  hundred  Spaniards  on  the  fpo.t,  almoft  two 
thoufand  prifoners,  and  all  their  cannon  and  baggage. 

This  has  put  the  court  into  a  jolly  humour  :  Nothing 
but  revelling  and  dancing  employs  their  time,  the  young 
king  taking  great  delight  in  balls,  mafques,  and  fuch  re¬ 
creations,  having  left  off  hunting,  ever  fince  his  horfe 
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.ran  away  with  him  in  the  tenth  moon  of  this  year,  after 
he  had  ihot  a  partridge,  whereof  I  have  fpoken  already 
in  one  of  my  letters. 

The  great  God  preferve  thee  from  precipices,  poifon, 
the  glances  of  a  witch,  and  from  being  canonized  a  mar¬ 
tyr  in  a  firing  ;  and  for  other  deaths,  thou  haft  virtues 
enough  to  encounter  them  bravely. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  12th  Moor;,  of  the  Year  1653. 


BOOK  IV. 

LETTER  I. — To  Bedredin,  Superior  of  the  Convent  of 
Dervfes,  at  Cognl  in  Natolia. 

W  HEN  I  firft  opened  thy  venerable  letter,  my  heart  on 
a  fudden  became  frefh  as  a  garden  of  rofes,  or  a  field  of 
cinnamon  and  myrrh,  whofe  odours  are  exhaled  by  the 
weft  wind  ;  in  my  breaft  there  fprung  up  a  fountain  of 
503^,  ferene  as  cryftal,  and  refreshing  as  the  waters  of 
Euphrates. 

I  contemplate  thee  as  a  cedar  among  the  trees  of  the 
foreft,  or  as  the  durable  oak  of  the  defart.  May  Hea¬ 
ven  prolong  thy  life  till  the  found  of  the  trumpet. 

The  commands  with  which  thou  haft  honoured  me 
came  in  an  acceptable  hour  ;  I  have  received  them  with 
a  complacency  which  I  cannot  exp  refs  ;  my  eyes  were 
fo  fixed  on  the  lines  of  great  purity,  that  I  could  not 
for  a  long  time  take  them  off.  Thou  haft  hit  the  mark 
of  my  affedtion,  in  employing  me  to  write  what  the  moft 
impartial  hiftorians  fay  of  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Mary,  the 
Chriftian  Melfias.  - 

That  holy  prophet  was  honoured  by  his  very  enemies. 
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Jofephus,  a  learned  Jew,  who  lived  in  his  time,  and 
wrote  the  hiftory  of  that  nation,  makes  worthy  mention 
of  him. 

So  did  many  of  the  Gentile  philofophers,  though 
they  oppofed  his  difciples  and  followers.  Porphyry, 
whom  the  Chrifcians  commonly  repute  as  a  bitter  enemy 
to  their  profeffion,  yet  calls  Jefus  wife,  blelTed,  and  di¬ 
vine.  That  fage  was  exafperated  again!!  a  certain  feft 
of  Nazarenes  in  his  time,  whom  they  called  Gnoftics  : 
Thefe  corrupted  the  dodlrines  of  Plato,  and  jthe  theolo¬ 
gy  of  the  ancients,  wantonly  mixing  human  fables  with 
divine  truths.  Againft  thefe  Porphyry  lharpened  his 
pen,  and,  net  making  a  difference  between  them  and 
other  Chriftians,  drew  upon  himfelf  the  ill-will  of  them 
all  :  Yet  he  retained  a  profound  attachment  for  the  Mef- 
fias. 

Wouldft  thou  know  the  circumftances  of  this  holy  pro¬ 
phet’s  birth  ?  They  were  glorious,  even  in  obfeurity  ; 
for,  though  his  father  and  mother  were  then  upon  the 
road  to  Jerufalem,  ftrangers  at  Bethlehem,  and  forced 
for  want  of  room  in  the  caravancera  to  ledge  in  a  liable 
with  an  ox  and  an  afs,  where  the  Meffias  was  born,  and 
laid  in  a  manger  ;  yet,  in  this  contemptible  ftatc,  there 
came  foir.e  of  the  magi  out  of  Perfia  and  Chaldea,  who 
brought  prefents  to  the  holy  infant ;  and  having  laid  at 
his  feet  gold,  myrrh,  and  incenfe,  they  proftrated  them- 
felves  on  the  ground,  and  praifed  God,  the  Moll  High 
King  of  all,  in  that  he  had  honoured  them  with  a  fight 
of  the  Meffias. 

This  was  in  the  43d  year  of  the  reign  of  Auguftus 
C ae far  the  Roman  emperor,  at  which  time  one  Herod 
was  prefident  of  Judea.  This  man  being  informed  that 
certain  noble  ftrangers  were  come  out  of  the  eaft  to  Jc- 
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rufalem,  he  fent  for  them,  and  inquiring  the  occafion  of 
fo  tedious  a  journey,  they  gave  him  this  anfvver  : 

“  Peace  be  to  thee,  O  Sultan  !  There  was  of  old 
time  a  prophet  opgreat  fame  in  our  nation,  who,  among 
other  predictions  that  have  fince  come  to  pafs,  left  alfo 
this  in  writing  : 

“  That  in  Paleftine  fhould  be  born  a  child  of  heavenly 
race,  who  fhould  rule  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  world, 
and  by  this  fign  ye  fhall  know  the  time  and  place  of  his 
birth  :  A  ftrange  ftar  fhall  appear  in  the  firmament,  which 
fhall  diredf  you  to  the  very  houfe  where  you  may  find 
him.  When,  therefore,  ye  fhall  behold  this  ftar,  take 
gold,  myrrh,  and  incenfe,  and  following  the  conduct  of 
the  ftar,  go  and  offer  thefe  gifts  to  the  young  child  ; 
then  return  immediately  to  your  own  country,  left  fome 
grievous  calamity  befai  you. 

“  Now,  this  ftar  has  appeared  to  us,  we  are  come  to 
perform  what  was  commanded  us.” 

Herod  faid  to  them,  “  Ye  have  done  well.  Go,  there¬ 
fore,  and  feek  diligently  for  the  infant  ;  and  when  ye 
have  found  him,  come  and  tell  me,  that  I  may  go  and 
pay  him  homage  alfo.” 

But  they  never  returned  to  him  again  ;  wherefore  He¬ 
rod  in  his  anger  and  jealoufy  commanded  all  the  infants 
in  Bethlehem  to  be  ftrangled,  that  had  not  been  born 
above  four-and-twenty  moons.  But  the  father  and  the 
mother  of  the  Holy  Infant  fled  away  with  him  into  the 
land  where  it  never  rains,  the  fame  night  that  the  magi 
came. 

What  I  here  relate  to  thee,  fage  Bedredin,  is  taken 
out  of  approved  hiftorians ;  for  many  among  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  wrote  of  thefe  things  befides  the  Chriftians. 

There  was  a  Roman  philofopher  much  about  the  fame 
time,  a  man  in  great  efteem  with  Caefar,  to  whom  he 
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wrote  a  letter,  wherein  he  mentions  the  coming  of  the 
magi  after  this  manner:  «  Certain  oriental  Perfians  (fays 
he)  have  fet  foot  within  the  limits  of  thy  empire,  bring¬ 
ing  prefents  fit  only  for  kings,  to  a  certain  child,  newly 
born  in  the  country  of  the  Jews  ;  but  who  this  infant  is, 
or  whofe  fon,  we  are  yet  ignorant.” 

Thou  feeft,  O  pious  dervife,  that  the  Meffias  appear¬ 
ed  with  no  finall  luffre,  even  in  his  cradle  ;  and  in  his 
early  years  he  entered  into  the  temple,  and  difputed  with 
the  Hebrew  rabbis,  convincing  them  of  an  univerfal  de- 
fe&ion  from  the  primitive  law  of  Mofes,  declaring  him- 
felf  the  Meffias,  and  yet  in  profound  humility  acknow¬ 
ledging,  That  a  prophet  ffiould  come  after  him,  who 
fhould  be  preferred  before  him,  the  duft  of  whofe  feet  he 
was  not  worthy  to  kifs.  This  paffage  the  Chriftians  have 
perverted  to  another  fenfe  ;  but  the  true  faithful  know 
it  was  fpoken  only  of  Mahomet,  the  feal  of  the  prophets. 

The  time  would  fail  me,  to  recount  all  the  ftupendous 
actions  of  this  man’s  life  ;  and,  in  calling  him  man,  I 
imitate  his  own  example,  fince  throughout  the  gofpel 
he  never  called  himfelf  God,  or  the  fon  of  God,  as  the 
Chrillians  do,  but  moil:  frequently  gave  himfelf  the  title 
of  the  Son  of  Man.  He  turned  water  into  wine,  fed 
five  thoufand  people  with  five  cakes  and  two  fmall  tenches, 
healed  all  difcafes,  reftored  fight  to  them  that  were  born 
blind,  raifcd  the  dead,  went  invifibly  through  crowds  of 
his  enemies,  and,  finally,  was  taken  up  into  paradife. 

If  thou  wouldft  know  more  of  this  holy  prophet,  there 
are  hiilorians  who  fay  he  was  initiated  in  the  myfteries 
of  the  Effenes,  a  certain  feft  among  the  Jews. 

That  nation,  it  feems,  was  then  divided  into  feven 
claffes,  among  which  this  of  the  Effenes  was  none  of 
the  leaft  confiderable,  as  being  the  moil  religious  obfer- 
vers  of  the  law  :  Their  convention  was  full  of  humanity. 
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both  among  themfelves  and  toward  ftrangers ;  avoiding 
pleafures  as  enemies  to  the  mind,  and  efteeming  chaftity 
the  very  cement  of  all  virtues :  therefore  they  defpifed 
marriage,  as  an  entanglement  to  men  devoted  to  con¬ 
templation.  They  had  alfo  an  equal  contempt  for  riches : 
No  man  of  this  fed  called  any  thing  his  own,  though  it 
were  his  lawful  inheritance,  but  their  poffdfions  were  in 
common,  and  equally  diftributcd. 

It  was  among  their  mvfteries,  to  anoint  their  bodies 
frequently  with  oil,  and  as  often  to  waflr  them  with  run¬ 
ning  water.  They  neither  bought  nor  fold,  nor  fre¬ 
quented  the  public  places,  but  every  one  communicated 
freely  fuch  things  as  he  pofiefTed,  to  him  that  Hood  in 
need.  Thus  there  was  a  reciprocal  exchange  of  kind- 
neffes  and  affiftance,  according  to  every  one’s  faculty  and 
power.  They  were  very  afiiduous  in  watching,  falling, 
and  prayer,  curious  in  obferving  the  various  names  of  the 
angels,  which  they  frequently  repeated,  invocating  thofe 
happy  beings  as  the  minifters  of  the  King  Eternal : 
And  thofe  who  were  exercifed  in  this  kind  of  religious 
life,  arrived  to  fo  great  a  conllancy  of  mind,  that  neither 
racks,  fire,  fword,  or  any  other  tortures,  could  ever 
move  them  to  renounce  their  law,  or  fpeak  the  leall  word 
in  contempt  of  their  inftitution  ;  nay,  they  would  rather 
fuffer  martyrdom,  than  be  prevailed  on  to  talte  of  any 
thing  that  had  life  in  it ;  for  they'  were  ftridl  obfervers  of 
the  law,  which  commands  perpetual  abllinence  from  the 
flelh  of  animals. 

It  was  an  ellablifhed  article  of  their  faith,  that  as  foon 
as  the  union  of  Toni  and  body  was  diffolved  by  death, 
the  former  by  a  natural  inclination  afeends  to  the  Ikies, 
even  as  fparka  fly  upward,  when  freed  from  the  grofs 
earthly  matter  in  which  they  lay  imprifoned. 

I  have  here  given  thee  a  Ihqrt  and  true  character  of 
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the  Effenes,  of  which  fedl  all  Clniftians  own  the  Mef- 
fias  to  be  a  favourer,  if  not  a  member,  in  regard  he  no 
where  is  recorded  to  have  upbraided  them,  as  he  often  did 
the  Pharifees,  Sadducees,  Herodians,  and  the  reft. 

Time  will  net  permit  me  to  fay  move  at  prefent  con¬ 
cerning  that  venerable  prophet  ;  but,  if  thou  wouldft 
have  a  perfedt  idea  of  all  his  virtues  and  fanclity  of  life, 
turn  thy  eyes  inward,  and  fix  them  on  thyfelf,  for  thou 
art  a  lively  tranfeript  of  the  holy  Jefus. 

Paris,  ill  of  the  i ft  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


II. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

Tho  u  haft  heard  of  the  Jefuits,  an  order  of  Nazarene 
dervifes  :  All  Europe  abounds  with  them  ;  and  they  have 
attempted  to  fettle  themfeives  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  and 
feveral  places  of  Afia,  befides  their  actual  poffeffions  in 
the  Indies,  where  they  are  very  numerous  and  powerful. 
They  are  efteemed  the  richeft  order  of  the  Roman  church, 
though  the  conftitutions  of  their  founder  oblige  them  to 
perpetual  poverty.  But  what  will  not  the  facred  hunger 
of  gold  tempt  men  to  ?  For  the  fake  of  this  charming 
metal,  they  can  difpenfe  with  antiquated  laws  and  dull 
melancholy  vows. 

Tliefe  religious  perfons  have  lately  fpread  about  a  let¬ 
ter  in  print,  which  they  pretend  comes  from  one  of  their 
order  in  Armenia. 

This  difpatch  relates  a  ftrange  accident  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  at  the  fepulchre  of  our  holy  prophet  (upon  whom 
reft  the  favoyrs  of  the  Eternal)  ;  for  it  affirms,  that  in  the 
eighth  moon  of  the  laft  year,  the  fhrine  which  contains  the 
body  of  that  heavenly  ltiffioner,  fell  from  the  roof  of  the 
facred  mofque,  to  which  they  fay  it  adhered  by  virtue  of 
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a  magnet  fastened  in  the  centre  of  the  arch  ;  and  that 
at  the  fame  time  the  pavement  of  the  temple  opened,  and 
fvvallowed  up  that  venerable  ark,  wherein  were  repofited 
the  moft  holy  relicks  in  the  world  ;  and  that  from  the 
chafm  there  ifi'ued  out  a  flame  like  that  of  fulphur,  ac¬ 
companied  with  fuch  a  fmoke  and  intolerable  flench,  as 
caufed  all  the  pilgrims  that  were  prefent  to  fvvoon  away  ; 
whereupon  many  of  them  are  fmce  turned  Chriflians. 

This  forgery  is  believed  here  by  thofe  who  never  exa¬ 
mine  any  thing  their  priefts  tell  them,  but  take  all  on 
trull.  The  common  people  blefs  themfelves  in  that  they 
were  born  of  Chriftian  parents,  and  not  of  the  difciples 
of  that  wicked  impollor  ;  fo  they  blafpheme  the  man,  in 
whom  the  promifes  of  their  Melbas  are  verified,  when  he 
faid,  He  would  intercede  with  God  to  fend  a  prophet 
who  lhould  lead  them  into  all  truth. 

They  would  never  be  at  the  pains  or  .  coll  to  examine 
whether  the  foundation  of  this  llory  be  true  or  falfe.  All 
the  muffulmans  who  have  been  at  that  holy  of  holies 
know,  that  the  body  of  our  divine  lawgiver  repofes  in  a 
fepulchre,  built  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  tombs  of 
our  augull  emperors,  and  other  dormitories  of  the  great  ; 
only  with  this  difference,  that  it  furpalfes  all  the  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  world  in  the  invaluable  richnefs  of  its  orna. 
ments,  the  gifts  of  devout  mulfulman  princes.  There 
appears  always  fuch  an  infupportable  luftre  of  gold  and 
precious  Hones,  in  every  angle  of  that  myfterious  recefs, 
as  may  well  dazzle  the  eyes  of  mortal  fpedlators,  fince 
the  angels  themfelves  are  forced  to  be  veiled  within  thofe 
majellic  walls. 

Hence  it  is  not  hard  to  fuppofe,  that  the  circular  re- 
ffa&ions  of  fuch  a  glittering  orb  of  jewels  might  create 
the  refembiance  cf  a  tomb  fufpended  in  the  air,  or  cleaving. 
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to  the  roof  of  that  glorious  edifice,  deceiving  the  eyes  of 
ioir.e  ignorant,  but  devout  muffulmans,  from  whom  this 
magnetic  fable  hr  ft  took  its  origin.  However  it  be,  no 
man  of  common  faith,  or  but  ordinary  fenfe,  will  believe, 
That  God,  who  has  for  fo  many  ages  protedled  the  fe- 
pulchrc  of  his  apollle  and  favourite,  verifying  therein  the 
prophecy  of  Mahomet  himfelf,  who  foretold,  as  did  other 
prophets  before  him.  That  the  place  of  his  reft  fhould 
be  glorious,  and  that  the  greateft  monarchs  of  the  earth 
Ihould  vilit  it :  I  fay,  no  man  will  believe  that  God 
would  at  length  fuffer  fo  vile  a  difgrace  to  happen  to  the 
tomb  of  his  meffenger,  the  refuge  of  finners. 

But  the  Nazarenes  will  believe  any  thing,  fave  the 
truth  :  They  are  given  up  to  a  fpirit  of  delufion  and  er¬ 
ror,  incapable  of  light  and  inftrudlion. 

Thus  I  leave  them  till  the  day  of  alarm,  and  the  hour 
of  fcrutiny,  when  the  angels  of  the  tell  lhall  enter  the 
graves,  and,  having  made  experiment  of  every  man’s 
works  and  faith,  fhall  give  the  juft  a  regifter  of  their  vir¬ 
tues  in  their  right  hand,  but  to  the  wicked,  in  their  left 
hand,  a  black  record  of  their  fins. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  proftrate  myfelf  before  thee,  beg¬ 
ging,  that  when  thou  tumeft  thy  face  to  the  houfe  of 
Ibrahim,  and  the  tomb  of  the  prophet,  thou  wilt  fend 
up  one  ejaculation  for  Mahmut,  that  he  may  perfevere 
in  Ihunning  the  errors  of  the  infidels. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  iff  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


III.. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjlcian  to  the  Grand  Signicr. 

Since  what  I  wrote  laft  in  behalf  of  the  brute  animals 
is  fo  acceptable  to  thee,  I  will  comply  with  thy  requeft 
in  continuing  that  difeourfe. 
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It  is  certain  the  ancients  had  another  opinion  of  the 
beafts  than  thefe  French  philofphers,  who  deny  them  the 
ufe  of  reafon.  Socrates  ufed  to  fwear  by  the  animal  ge¬ 
nerations,  and  fo  did  Rhadamanthus  before  him  :  The 
Egyptians  formed  the  images  of  their  gods  in  the  fimili- 
tude  of  beafts,  or  birds,  or  fifties  :  So  the  Grecians  fixed 
the  horns  of  a  ram  on  the  head  of  Jupiter's  ftatue,  and 
thofe  of  a  bull  on  the  image  of  Bacchus  :  They  com¬ 
pounded  the  image  of  Pan  of  a  man  and  a  goat ;  painted 
the  Mufes  and  Graces  with  wings  ;  and  the  poet  Pindar 
makes  all  the  gods  winged,  and  difguifes  them  in  the 
{napes  of  feveral  beafts,  when  in  his  hymns  he  introduces 
them  chafed  by  Tryphon.  Thou  knoweft  alfo,  that  our 
holy  dodfors  affirm  the  angel  Gabriel  to  have  wings,  with 
one  of  which  he  once  gave  a  mark  to  the  moon. 

When  the  poets  bring  in  Jupiter  courting  Pafiphae,  he 
appears  in  the  form  of  a  bull ;  and  in  his  other  amours, 
if  we  may  believe  them,  he  changed  himfelf  fometimes 
into  a  fwan,  then  into  an  eagle  :  They  report  alfo,  that 
he  was  fuckled  by  a  goat. 

For  thefe,  and  other  reafons,  the  ancients  not  only 
forbore  to  injure  their  fellow-animals,  but  entertained 
them  with  fingular  affedtion  and  friendfhip.  A  dove  was 
the  darling  of  Semiramis  ;  a  dog  was  the  joy  of  Cyrus  ; 
Philip  King  of  Macedon  made  a  fwan  his  companion  ; 
and  our  holy  lawgiver  was  often  wont  to  fport  himfelf 
with  a  cat  :  He  loved  this  creature  for  its  cleanlinefs  and 
adlivity,  and  therefore  we  mufi’ulmans  generally  have  a 
-cat  in  great  efteem  and  veneration. 

That  favourite  of  God  underftood  the  language  of 
beafts,  and  converfed  as  familiarly  with  them  as  with 
men  :  So  it  is  famed  of  Melampus,  and  Tirelias  of  old, 
as  alfo  of  Apollonius  Tyanseus,  who  affirmed  to  his 
friend  fitting  by  him,  that  a  fparrow,  which  he  heard 
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chirping  to  his  fellows,  told  them  of  an  afs  which  he  had 
feen  fall  down  with  his  load  a  little  way  off  from  that 
place.  It  is  alfo  recorded  of  a  boy,  who  underftood  all 
the  voices  of  birds,  and  by  that  means  could  foretel 
things  to  come,  that  his  mother,  by  pouring  urine  into 
his  ears  when  he  was  afleep,  deprived  him  of  this  incom¬ 
parable  gift,  for  fear  he  fhould  be  taken  from  her,  and 
prefented  to  the  king.  There  is  no  queftion,  but  feveral 
nations  have  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  fpeech  of  fome 
animals  :  My  countrymen,  by  a  peculiar  gift  beftowed 
on  our  fathers  and  their  pofterity  for  ever,  underftand 
the  language  of  crows  and  eagles  ;  and  the  ancients  were 
fo  well  verfed  in  this  knowledge,  that  when  they  con- 
verfed  with  the  birds,  or  at  leaft  when  they  heard  them 
in  their  language  utter  prefages  of  what  fhould  fhortly 
happen  on  earth,  they  perfuaded  themfelvss  that  thofe 
birds  were  the  meffengers  of  the  gods  :  Therefore  the 
eagle  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  meffenger  of  Jupiter,  the 
crow  and  hawk  of  Apollo,  the  llork  of  Juno,  the  owl  of 
Minerva,  and  fo  of  others. 

It  is  evident  that  our  common  huntfmen  underftand 
the  different  voices  of  their  dogs,  when  at  a  diftance  they 
fignify  by  one  kind  of  cry,  that  they  are  quelling  after 
the  hare  ;  by  another,  that  they  have  found  her  ;  by  a 
third,  that  they  have  taken  her,  or  that  fhe  is  turned  to 
the  right  hand,  or  to  the  left.  So  thofe,  who  look  after 
cattle,  know  by  the  voice  of  the  bull  when  he  is  hungry, 
thirfty,  or  weary,  or  when  he  is  flung  with  luft  ;  fo  by 
the  roaring  of  the  lion,  the  howling  of  wolves,  the  bleat- 
ing  of  fheep,  men  are  made  fenftble  of  the  various  wants, 
inclinations,  and  pafftons  of  thofe  creatures. 

Nor  are  thefe  animals  ignorant  of  our  language,  but 
by  our  voices  or  words  they  know  when  we  are  angry  or 
pleafed,  when  wc  call  them  to  us,  or  drive  them  from 
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us  ;  and  our  domellic  animals  obey  accordingly,  with  as 
much  promptnefs  and  alacrity  as  a  man  or  maid-fervant  ; 
all  which  could  not  be,  if  they  were  not  endowed  with 
faculties  conformable  to  ours.  They  alfo  teach  their 
young  ones  to  ling  artificially  :  In  a  litter  of  dogs, 
huntfraen  choofe  the  belt  by  this  experiment  ;  they  take 
all  the  whelps  from  the  bitch,  and  carry  them  to  fome 
place  a  little  difiant  ;  then  they  obferve  which  fire  firft 
carries  back  again,  and  thofe  always  prove  the  bell  dogs. 
What  is  this  diftinguifhing  faculty  in  the  bitch  but  *°a- 
fon,  or  fomething  like  it  ? 

We  fee  apparently,  that  every  living  creature  knows 
its  own  weaknefs  or  firengt’n,  and  knows  how  to  ufe 
moll  dexteroufly  thofe  weapons  with  which  nature  has 
furnilhed  it  for  its  own  defence.  They  are  alfo  fenfible 
what  places  are  molt  convenient  for  them  to  dwell  in, 
and  which  not.  Thus  the  weakell  creatures,  as  dogs 
and  cats,  live  altogether  in  houfes  and  cities  with  men  ; 
whiill  the  lions,  tygers,  and  fuch  fierce  animals,  dwell  in 
the  defart :  Thus  fparrows  and  f wallows  make  themfelves 
almoft  domellic  with  men  ;  whiill  eagles,  hawks,  vul¬ 
tures,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  build  their  nefts  in  woods 
or  rocks,  remote  from  human  fociety.  Some  birds  change 
their  habitations  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  as  bell 
fuits  with  their  convenience  ;  others  always  remain  in  the 
fame  place.  The  fame  is  obferved  in  filhes  ;  and  in  all 
living  creatures  it  is  eafy  to  trace  the  footlleps  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  forecall,  in  order  to  their  own  prefervation-- 
Let  men  call  this  what  they  pleafe,  inftindl,  or  nature,  or 
fenfe,  it  is  evident,  that  there  is  an  exa£l  conformity 
and  refemblance  between  thefe  faculties  in  brutes,  and 
what  we  call  reafon,  wifdom,  or  prudence  in  men  :  And 
we  have  no  more  ground  to  conclude  them  void  of  rea¬ 
fon,  becaufe  they  do  r.ot  enjoy  it  in  that  perfe&ion  as 
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ourfclves,  than  we  have  to  conclude  ourfelves  blind  or 
deaf,  becaufe  we  fee  not  fo  clearly,  and  hear  not  fo 
readily  as  the  brutes  ;  and  that  we  have  no  legs,  becaufe 
we  run  not  fo  fwift  as  forne  of  them  do. 

Doubtlefs  the  brutes  are  endowed  with  a  faculty  of 
reafon  as  well  as  we  ;  but  this  faculty  in  them  is  weak 
and  imperfeCt,  for  want  of  difcipline  and  art,  which  poliih 
all  things.  This  is  manifeft  from  thofe  creatures  which 
are  taught  to  dance  and  play  a  thoufand  tricks,  to  tell 
me  it y,  to  {hoot  off  guns,  to  find  out  hidden  things,  and 
bring  them  fome  miles  to  their  mailer,  as  well  educated 
fpaniels  will  do.  What  can  be  a  greater  argument  cf 
the  proficiency  they  make  in  reafon  and  knowledge  ? 
Are  not  elephants  taught  all  the  arts  of  war,  and  placed 
in  the  very  front  of  the  battle  ?  Do  not  the  Indian 
princes  repofe  as  much  trull  in  their  carriage  and  con¬ 
duct,  as  in  the  fervice  of  their  {touted  and  wifeft  com¬ 
manders  ?  This  creature  is  as  tractable  and  prompt  to 
learn  any  thing  when  young,  as  a  boy  at  fchool,  which 
cannot  be  done  without  the  ufe  of  reafon. 

To  conclude  ;  I  have  omitted  five  hundred  arguments, 
which  might  be  brought  to  prove  the  brute  animals  to 
have  fouls  as  well  as  we,  to  have  faculties  and  affections 
conformable  to  ours  *  and  therefore  it  is  little  lefs  in- 
juftice  to  kill  and  eat  them,  becaufe  they  cannot  fpeak 
and  converfe  with  us,  than  it  would  be  for  a  cannibal  to 
murder  and  devour  thee  cr  me,  becaufe  we  underftood 
not  his  language,  nor  he  ours. 

God,  who  locketh  up  the  winds,  during  the  time  the 
halcyon  hatcheth  her  young,  thereby  {hewing  that  this 
bird  is  his  favourite,  will  affuredly  grant  us  a  perpetual 
tranquillity,  if  we  abftain  from  injuring  our  fellow-ani¬ 
mals. 

Paris,  2id  of  the  jfl  Moon,  of  the  Tear  1654,. 
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IV. — To  Mustapha,  Berber  Bga,  at  the  Seraglio . 

1  hou  haft  formerly  heard  me  fpeak  of  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  and  his  feveral  Ioffes,  which  moil  people  thought 
would  have  ended  with  the  excommunication  pronounced 
againft  him  by  the  Roman  mufti,  whereof  I  gave  thee 
intelligence  :  But  experience  teaches  us,  that  misfortunes 
feldom  fet  upon  any  man  fingly,  but  affault  him  in 
troops  whom  fate  has  marked  out  for  ruin.  Yet  this 
prince  owes  his  fufferings  chiefly  to  his  own  inconftancy, 
whilft  he  has  all  along  played  fall  and  loofe  with  the  kings 
of  Fiance  and  Spain,  taking  up  arms  by  fucceflive  turns 
for  one,  and  at  the  fame  time  underhand  pra&ifing  with 
the  other,  always  unfaithful  to  both,  and  only  driving  on 
an  independent  intereft  of  his  own. 

This  is  his  true  character  ;  to  which  we  may  add,  an 
ungovernable  difpofition,  and  an  infatiable  thirft  of  mo¬ 
ney,  which  has  prompted  him,  by  all  the  methods  of 
rapine  and  violence,  to  heap  up  an  incredible  treafure  oF 
gold  and  jewels  ;  fo  that  having  procured  the  enmity  of 
feveral  monarchs,  the  jealoufy  of  his  laft  mafter  the  King 
of  Spain,  the  ill  will  of  his  own  brother  (whom  they  call 
Duke  Francis),  and  the  curfes  of  all  people  wherever  his 
army  has  been  quartered,  he  is  at  length  feized  and  im* 
prifoned  by  Archduke  Leopold,  in  the  caftle  of  Ant¬ 
werp  ;  for  which  joyful  news  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  Netherlands  every  where  made  bonfires  for  joy.  He 
was  confined  on  the  25th  of  the  laft  moon  ;  and  foon 
after  his  fecond  wife  Was  taken  into  cuftody,  that  by  her 
means  they  may  difcover  his  papers  and  money  ;  this 
latter  being  the  chief  thing  they  aim  at,  he  being  re¬ 
puted  prodigioufly  rich,  and  the  Spanifh  coffers  want  a 
fupply.  They  connived  at  his  robberies,  whilft  there 
was  any  thing  left  for  him  to  plunder,  and  that  they  faw 
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he  hoarded  up  ;  but  now  he  has  done  his  work,  they 
punifh  him  for  the  crimes  which  they  themfelves  encou¬ 
raged,  that  fo  they  may  become  mailers  of  his  wealth. 
It  is  faid  he  brooked  his  rellraint  very  well  at  firft  ; 
but  a  while  ago,  being  denied  the  liberty  of  the  caftle 
walls,  he  grew  raving  mad,  flung  a  candleftick  (which 
was  all  the  weapons  they  allowed  him)  at  the  governor’s 
head,  and  broke  the  windows  of  his  lodgings  ;  fo  that 
they  have  been  forced  to  confine  him  to  a  hole,  without 
any  light,  fave  a  little  that  finds  admittance  through  an 
iron  grate  at  the  top  of  the  room. 

His  brother  Francis  of  Lorrain  is  to  command  the 
army  in  his  Head,  who  pretends  great  fidelity  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  yet  may  in  the  iffue  prove  as  wavering 
as  his  brother  ;  for  the  King  of  France  has  baits  would 
tempt  the  virtue  of  an  angel.  Yet  nothing  fhall  ever 
corrupt  the  integrity  of  Mahmut  the  muffulman,  on 
whofe  forehead  fate  has  engraven  this  motto,  Prepared  to 
fuffer. 

I  blufh,  ferene  Aga,  when  I  think  I  am  fo  barren  of 
virtues,  that  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  boaft  of  but  my 
loyalty  ;  whilft  thoufands  of  illuftrious  fouls,  crowned 
with  a  circle  of  merits,  daily  afeend  to  paradife  ;  and 
though  they  made  but  an  obfeure  figure  on  earth,  even 
as  contemptible  as  the  exiled  Arabian  in  his  hutch  at 
Paris,  yet  now  take  their  feats  among  the  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thoufand  prophets,  favourites  of  the  Eternal. 

Mayeft  thou  increafe  that  happy  number,  but  not  till 
thou  haft  had  thy  fill  of  blifs  on  earth  ;  and  that  all  thy 
enjoyments  here  feem  like  the  perfumes  of  ointments, 
which,  though  they  pleafe  for  a  time,  yet  at  length  cloy 
the  fenfe. 

IJaris,  2a  1  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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V. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

D  o  not  fufpefl  me  of  partiality,  or  that  I  am  fond  of 
making  profelytes,  becaufe  I  take  fuch  pains  to  reftore 
thee  to  reafon,  and  make  thee  fenfible  thou  art  a  man. 

I  have  no  defign  or  felf-interell  in  doing  thee  this  good 
office,  and  it  is  remote  from  my  humour  to  bufy  myfelf 
in  gaining  converts  ;  only  the  love  of  truth  fets  my  pen 
at  work  in  this  manner,  being  ever  of  the  mind,  that  a 
free  difquifition,  in  matters  either  of  religion  or  philo- 
fophy,  is  the  only  way  to  get  quit  of  errors.  Perhaps 
my  cafe  may  be  the  fame  as  thine  ;  and,  for  ought  thou 
knoweft,  I  feek  not  more  to  undeceive  thee,  than  to  fa- 
tisfy  myfelf,  by  thus  frankly  venting  my  thoughts  ;  fince 
nothing  is  more  commonly  obferved,  than  that  whilll  a 
man  is  teaching  another,  he  improves  himfelf.  Our  me¬ 
mories  are  frail  and  treacherous,  and  we  think  many  ex¬ 
cellent  things,  which,  for  want  of  making  a  deep  im- 
preffion,  we  can  never  recover  afterwards;  in  vain  we 
hunt  for  the  ftraggling  idea,  and  rummage  all  the  foli- 
tudes  and  retirements  of  our  foul,  for  a  loll  thought, 
which  has  left  no  track  or  footftep  behind  it  ;  the  fwift 
offspring  of  the  mind  is  gone  ;  it  is  dead  as  foon  as  born, 
nay,  often  proves  abortive  in  the  moment  it  was  con¬ 
ceived.  The  only  way  therefore  to  retain  our  thoughts, 
is,  to  fallen  them  in  words,  and  chain  them  in  writing. 
This  is  one  caufe  that  I  trouble  thee  with  letters  of  this 
nature,  that,  whilll  I  am  inllrudling  thee,  I  may  eltablilh 
my  own  reafon,  and  confirm  myfelf  in  the  method  I  have 
taken,  to  live  according  to  my  nature  ;  that  is,  by  not 
fullering  my  rational  faculties  to  fall  alleep,  whilll  my 
paffions  are  active  and  vigorous  in  working  my  ruin  ; 
for  I  reckon  no  greater  lhame  or  misfortune  can  befal  a 
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man,  than  to  be  deprived  of  his  humanity,  that  is,  his 
reafon. 

What  I  have  faid  concerning  the  perfidioufnefs  of  our 
memories,  may  ferve  as  a  proper  introduction  to  the  ob¬ 
jections  I  fnall  make  againft  your  traditionary  laws. 

If  one  afk  you,  Why  thefe  laws  were-  not  written  as 
well  as  the  other  ?  you  anfwer.  That  God  took  care  in 
this,  left  the  Gentiles  getting  copies  of  them,  fliould  corrupt 
and  pervert  their  fenfe,  even  as  they  have  done  the  writ¬ 
ten  laws.  But  how  then  came  he  to  fuffer  any  to  be 
written  ?  Had  he  not  equal  care  of  one  part  as  of 
the  other  ?  or,  could  the  Gentiles  do  more  harm,  by  al¬ 
tering  and  corrupting  the  lefs  fubftantial  traditions,  than 
the  very  fundamental  ftatutes  ?  for  that  thefe  unwritten 
laws  contained  only  circumilantials,  your  doctors  them- 
felves  confefs.  What  man  of  common  fenfe  then  can  fit 
down  contented  with  fo  trivial  an  anfwer  ?  Or  will  you 
fay,  that  God  took  more  care  to  preferve  thefe  traditions 
incorrupt  from  the  Gentiles,  than  to  retain  them  in  their 
purity  among  the  Jews  ?  for  that  committing  them  to 
writing  had  been  the  fureft  way  to  retain  them  in  their 
original  purity,  is  evident  by  the  prefervation  of  the 
written  law,  of  which  there  was  fo  great  care  taken  in 
tranfcribing  it,  that  if  but  a  letter  or  a  point  were  added, 
diminifhed,  or  mifplaced,  they  took  it  for  a  fatal  omen 
of  fome  calamity,  and  the  faulty  fcribes  were  feverely 
punifhed,  nay,  the  whole  congregation  were  bound  to 
expiate  the  offence  by  fafting,  prayers,  and  alms  ;  fo  that 
it  was  in  a  manner  impoffible,  that,  with  all  this  circum- 
fpe&ion,  the  leaft  corruption  or  alteration  fliould  creep 
into  the  written  law. 

I  appeal  now  to  thine  own  reafon,  whether  this  was 
not  a  much  fecurer  way  of  preftrving  the  laws  incorrupt, 
chan  by  frufting  them  to  the  fickle  memories  of  men. 


Book  III.  A  SPY  AT  PARIS.  33 1 

Befides,  I  would  fain  know  what  became  of  thefe  tra¬ 
ditions  during  the  various  captivities  of  the  Jew's,  and 
depopulations  of  the  Holy  Land  ?  Who  took  care  to  de¬ 
liver  thefe  traditions  unaltered  to  pofterity,  when  they 
were  without  priefts,  prophets,  or  fynagogues,  when 
they  were  difperfed  over  the  remote  provinces  of  Media, 
Perfia,  Egypt,  and  Babylon  ?  In  thofe  days,  your  fa¬ 
thers  were  {laves  to  the  Gentile  kings  of  Ada  ;  there  were 
then  no  feniors  fitting  in  the  Sanhedrim,  who  might  take 
care  of  thefe  things  ;  neither  do  I  find,  that  Efdras  the 
fcribe  was  any  ways  ^concerned  for  thefe  traditions,  when 
he,  with  his  brethren  the  Jew's,  returned  from  their  long 
captivity  in  Perfia  and  Babylon.  All  his  moll  ftrenuous 
endeavours  were  employed  in  recovering  the  loft  books  of 
the  written  law,  w'ithcut  fo  much  as  regarding  or  men¬ 
tioning  the  other  ;  from  whence  I  gather,  that  either 
thefe  traditions  were  of  no  great  importance,  or,  if  they 
w'ere,  yet  they  were  wholly,  or  for  the  moft:  part,  chan¬ 
ged  or  loft  many  hundreds  of  years  before  the  Talmud 
was  firft  cornpofed,  which  thou  fayeft  is  the  grand  re- 
pofitory  of  thefe  facred  inftrudtions.  And  in  faying  fo, 
thou  contradifteft  thy  own  arguments ;  for  if  thefe  tra¬ 
ditions  were  appointed  to  be  tranfmitted  by  word  of 
mouth  from  father  to  fon  to  all  generations,  as  you  fup- 
pofe,  then  what  need  was  there  of  writing  them  in  the 
Talmud,  or  any  other  book  ?  And  yet  the  waitings  of 
your  rabbis  are  full  of  them.  Thus  thou  confounded: 
thyfdf,  and  junneft 'blindfold  round  in  a  circle  of  abfur- 
dities. 

Roufe  up  therefore  thy  reafon,  and  fuffer  not  thyfdf 
to  be  hoodwinked  by  the  fables  of  your  rabbis,  thofe  in- 
duftrious  midwives  of  old  womens  tales.  Doubtlefs  thofe 
traditions,  about  w'hich  you  make  filch  a  buftle,  are  no 
other  than  the  whimfies  of  your  cabalifts,  who  pretend 
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to  fpy  more  myfteries  in  the  order  of  two  or  three  He¬ 
brew  letters  or  points,  than  they  are  able  to  unfold  in 
whole  volumes  :  They  crack  their  brains  in  conjuring  up 
far-fetched  interpretations,  from  the  particular  faffiion 
and  placing  of  one  fingle  dafh  of  a  pen ;  they  puzzle  and 
amufe  their  difciples  with  teaching  them  more  knotty 
and  romantic  divinity  out  of  the  four-and-twenty  letters, 
than  ever  Pythagoras  did  with  all  his  myftic  numbers  ; 
the  alphabet  to  them  is  the  oracle  of  theology  >  they, 
have  turned  the  law  into  a  perfecl  riddle. 

Believe  not,  therefore,  thei'e  religious  mountebanks, 
thofe  holy  jugglers,  who  with  their  fandtified  legerde¬ 
main  would  turn  you  into  apes,  that  they  may  laugh  in 
fecret  at  your  folly  ;  while  they  behold  how  precifely 
devout  you  are  in  cringing,  jumping,  dancing,  howhng, 
braying*  and  all  your  other  antick  poftures  and  adtions 
in  the  fynagogue  ;  in  the  practice  of  which  you  have  be¬ 
llowed  fo  much  care,  and  are  fo  exadt,  that  you  quite 
negledl  the  weighty  points  of  the  law. 

I  hope  what  I  have  faid  is  fufficient  to  convince  thee, 
that  thofe  traditions,  which  you  are  taught  to  believe 
were  delivered  to  Mofes  in  the  Mount  of  God,  are  no 
other  than  the  impofitions  of  your  blind  guides,  who  are 
ftudious  of  nothing  more,  than  to  entangle  you  in  a  per¬ 
petual  labyrinth  of  fuperflition  and  error. 

It  will  not  be  a  greater  difficulty  to  demonllrate,  that 
the  written  law  itfelf,  though  divine  in  its  original,  is 
not  of  univerfal  obligation  to  all  people,  but  only  cal¬ 
culated  for  your  particular  nation,  and  fuch  as  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  enter  into  your  interefts,  among  the  nations  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  Holy  Land. 

And  becaufe  my  time  haflens  me,  I  will  only  fuggeft 
one  argument  for  all,  and  leave  it  to  thy  deliberation  ; 
Whether  it  was  poffible  for  all  mankind  to  repair  once  a? 
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year  to  Jerufalem,  to  facrifice  in  Solomon’s  Temple,  as 
is  required  in  your  law  ?  For  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
facrifice  any  where  elfe  is  evident,  both  from  the  law  it- 
felf,  which  exprefsly  forbids  it,  and  from  the  example  of 
your  fathers  in  their  feveral  captivities,  and  from  your 
own  practice  at  this  day,  who  have  made  no  facrifice 
fince  the  days  of  Titus  Vefpafian,  the  Roman  emperor, 
who  laid  wafte  your  city,  and  burnt  your  temple  to  allies. 

And  this  may  alfo  ferve  to  convince  thee,  that  the 
law  of  Mofes  was  not  of  perpetual  obligation,  even  to 
the  Jew's  themfelves ;  fince  it  is  evident  from  matters  of 
fa£t,  that,  for  thefe  fixteen  hundred  years,  you  have  not 
been  in  a  capacity  to  keep  it ;  and,  doubtlefs,  God 
would  never  require  any  thing  of  men,  which  he  forefaw 
they  would  not  be  able  to  perform. 

Ceafe  then  to  think  fo  highly  of  thy  nation,  as  if  none 
but  they  were  the  eledf  of  God,  or  capable  of  his  fa¬ 
vours  ;  ceafe  to  infult  over  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  to 
curfe  thy  brethren,  the  fons  of  one  father,  even  Noah, 
the  juft  man  and  prophet  of  God.  Behold  the  fun  and 
moon,  with  all  the  conftellations  in  Heaven ;  their  in¬ 
fluences  are  equally  difperfed  to  all  of  human  race.  Be¬ 
hold  the  elements ;  they  ferve  ail  the  fons  of  Adam  a- 
like ;  they  are  not  partial  to  mortals,  neither  does  any 
fa£tion  bias  the  winds  and  rain.  Thefe  happen  all  at 
their  appointed  time  and  place  ;  and  the  four  feafons  of 
the  year  return  with  even  courfes  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  The  plants  know  no 
difference  between  the  circumcifed  and  the  uncircumcifed, 
but  yield  their  increafe  with  equal  indifferency  to  the  one 
and  the  other  ;  and  the  brute  animals  equally  acknow¬ 
ledge  both  for  their  lords  :  The  birds  of  the  air  are  as 
foon  caught  by  a  Heathen,  Chriftian,  or  Mahometan 
fowler,  as  by  one  that  is  a  Jew  1  and  the  fi(h  of  the  fea. 
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■when  they  fwallow  the  hook,  or  plunge  themfelves  into 
the  net,  regard  not  the  difference  of  religion  in  thofe 
that  catch  them.  All  things  happen  to  every  man  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  nature  and  the  pleafure  of  deftiny  ;  only 
man  himfelf  tranfgreffes  the  condition  of  his  being.  But 
thofe  that  obey  the  Eternal  Lawgiver,  let  them  be  of 
what  nation  or  religion  foever,  doubtlefs  they  live  hap¬ 
pily,  and  die  in  peace. 

However,  left  men  fhould  err  for  want  of  knowledge, 
a  light  is  fprung  forth  in  the  Eaft,  even  the  book  of  glo¬ 
ry,  which  confirms  the  written  law,  and  inftrufts  men 
in  the  truth.  Doubtlefs,  this  book  was  brought  down 
from  Eleaven  ;  it  carries  it's  own  evidence,  and  a  tefti- 
tnony  of  its  divise  original,  in  the  majefty  of  the  ftyle  ; 
there  is  a  fpirit  and  energy  in  every  word,  fublimating 
the  intclleCl  of  the  devout  reader,  and  purifying  his  af¬ 
fections  ;  it  is  written  in  Arabic,  in  a  dialeCt  fo  pure 
and  perfeCt,  that  the  moil  accurate  critics  can  find  no 
blemifli  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  one  part  coheres 
exaCUy  with  the  other  ;  it  is  void  of  contradiction  :  All 
the  chapters  in  this  glorious  volume  are  of  a  piece  ; 
which  excellencies  could  not  have  thus  met  together 
without  a  miracle,  in  a  book  divulged  by  a  man  who 
could  neither  write  nor  read. 

The  fuccefs  it  has  had  in  the  world  fpeaks  it  of  ce- 
leftial  defcent.  The  greateft  part  of  Afia  and  Afric, 
with  many  kingdoms  in  Europe,  have  obeyed  the  Alco¬ 
ran  for  above  thefe  thoufand  years.  Could  fuch  a  thing 
come  to  pafs,  without  the  decree  of  Heaven  ?  When  the 
prophet  and  favourite  of  God  firft  received  his  divine 
commifiion,  he  was  like  a  pelican  in  the  wildernefs,  fo- 
litary,  and  without  companion  ;  nevertheltfs,  he  was  not 
difcouragedj  but  obeyed  the  orders  of  Heaven  :  He  faw 
himfelf  in  the  midft  of  rocks  and  funds,  encompaffed  on 
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all  fides  with  terrible  bealts ;  yet  he  defpaired  not  of  af- 
fiftance  from  above,  but  comforted  himfelf  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  Eternal :  He  firft  preached  to  the  favage  li¬ 
ons  and  tygers,  who,  as  if  they  had  heard  another  Or¬ 
pheus,  grew  tame  and  fociable  at  his  powerful  words  ; 
thofe  fierce  inhabitants  of  the  woods  came  and  proftrated 
themfelves  before  the  Sent  of  God  ;  they  licked  his  feet, 
in  token  of  fubmiffion  ;  they  environed  the  place  of  his 
repofe,  as  his  guards,  and  brought  him  food  morning 
and  evening.  The  prophet  wondered  that  fo  great  grace 
was  given  to  the  bealts  of  the  earth  ;  he  praifed  the  Cre¬ 
ator  of  all  things,  and  his  mouth  was  full  of  benedictions  ; 
he  blefled  the  day  and  the  night,  and  the  obfcurity  that 
comes  between  them  ;  he  bleffed  the  dews  that  fall  at 
the  rifing  of  the  odoriferous  itar,  and  the  refrelhing 
winds  that  ftir  the  leaves  of  the  trees  at  midnight  ;  and 
in  the  morning,  he  prayed  that  all  men  might  become 
true  believers.  Doubtlefs,  God  had  granted  his  peti¬ 
tion,  had  not  the  angel,  who  carried  up  his  prayers  to 
Heaven,  met  with  the  devil,  a  little  on  this  fide  the  orb 
of  the  moon,  who  Hole  from  him  fome  of  Mahomet’s 
words,  that  fo  the  prayer  afcended  imperfect  to  the 
throne  of  the  Merciful.  Neverthelefs,  a  great  part  of 
men  became  believers,  and  more  lhall  be  added  to  the 
number. 

In  a  little  time,  the  folitary  prophet  faw  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  all  volunteers,  who  reforted 
to  him  in  the  wildernefs,  as  they  were  infpired  from  a- 
bove.  The  mighty  men  of  Arabia  oppofed  the  facred 
hero  ;  they  led  the  flower  of  the  Eaft  againft  him ;  but 
they  accelerated  their  own  fate,  and  incenfed  their  angry 
ftars.  The  elements  took  up  arms  againft  them,  and  the 
meteors  fought  in  defence  of  the  melfenger  of  God. 
Lightning  and  hail,  with  Hones ,of  fire,  Wafted  the  troops 
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of  the  infidels  ;  and  terrible  ftorms  of  wind  buried  whole 
armies  in  the  fands.  Thus  the  hoft  of  the  mufihlmans 
became  victorious,  without  drawing  a  fword,  and  the 
empires  of  the  wicked  fell  to  the  pofiefiion  of  true  be¬ 
lievers.  Perfia,  Babylon  and  Egypt  were  fubdued,  and 
embraced  the  undefiled  truth ;  the  Alcoran  was  received 
from  India  to  the  Mauritanian  fhore.  From  the  rifing 
of  the  fun  to  the  going  down  thereof,  this  holy  profef- 
fion  is  made  with  one  content,  “  There  is  but  one  God, 
and  Mahomet  his  prophet.” 

Now,  Nathan,  confider  whether  ever  the  law  of  Mofes 
had  fuch  footing  in  the  world,  or  the  children  of  Ifrael 
eould  boaft  of  fuch  univerfal  conquefls  :  Your  little  king¬ 
dom  has  had  its  period  long  ago  ;  and  both  that,  and  all  the 
empires  of  Afia  and  Afric,  arc  fwallowed  up  in  the  all-con¬ 
quering  monarchy  of  the  Ofmans.  Your  tabernacle, 
temple,  city,  and  facrifices,  are  quite  extindt  ;  your  na¬ 
tion  is  fcatterc-d  over  the  whole  world,  without  lands  or 
poiTefiions  that  they  can  call  their  own  ;  neither  is  there 
prince,  prieft,  or  prophet,  to  whom  you  can  have  re- 
courfe  for  delivery  from  your  misfortunes. 

Come  out  therefore  from  the  fynagogue,  which  lies 
under  the  fcourge  of  Heaven  ;  (hake  off  the  malediction, 
and,  being  purified,  join  thyfelf  to  the  true  believers,  who 
are  bleffed  in  this  world,  and  fhall  be  happy  in  paradife  ; 
or  at  leaf!  Hand  by  thyfelf,  and  follow  thy  own  light. 
Adieu.  ' 

Paris,  sjq  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


\T. — To  Dicheu  Hussein,  Bajfa. 

1  he  policies  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  are  no  fecrets  at  the 
imperial  city.  Now  he  is  about  to  play  his  maflerpiece  : 
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He  has  all  along  maintained  penfioners  in  the  fervice  of 
the  French  grandees ;  no  man  of  prime  quality  could 
be  fure  he  entertained  not  at  his  table  fome  creature  of 
this  minifter ;  difguifes  of  all  forts,  both  for  body  and 
mind,  were  nev.r  wanting  to  men  dexterous  to  treachery, 
and  officious  to  do  mifchief. 

But  now  he  is  fetting  fpies  of  another  character  on 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  chief  nobihty  of  France: 
Women  are  to  become  his  private  agents  ;  females  of  his 
own  blood,  true  Italians,  and  brought  up  under  his  par¬ 
ticular  care  and  m  nagement  ,  in  a  word,  his  fillers 
and  nieces. 

Five  of  them  are  newly  come  to  this  city,  having  been 
conducted  hither  by  the  cardinal’s  fe  rotary,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  confiderable  retinue  of  courtiers,  who  went 
to  meet  them  fome  leagues  rom  Paris.  It  is  faid  that 
one  of  thofe  ladies  is  a  great  beauty,  and  that  the  young 
king,  having  feen  her  picture,  fell  in  love  with  her. 

This  is  certain,  the  Prince  oi  Conti  has  married  one 
of  them,  with  whom  the  cardinal  has  given  his  palace, 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  dowry. 

They  talk  as  if  another  of  them  was  to  be  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Candale,  and  a  third  to  the  fon  of  General 
Harcourt.  And,  as  if  Mazarini  were  emulous  of  Jo- 
feph’s  charadler  and  authority  in  Pharaoh’s  court,  he 
has  fent  for  his  father  alfo,  with  all  his  family,  to  come 
and  rclide  in  France.  He  is  rcfolved  to  Hock  this  king¬ 
dom  with  Sicilian  blood,  a  race  of  Mazarins,  who  by 
inftincl,  as  well  as  by  rules,  ffiall  carry  on  the  defign  he 
has  laid,  and  either  raife  this  tottering  Hate  to  the  height 
of  his  model,  or  abfolutely  ruin  it  ;  for  that  a&ive  fpirit 
cannot  take  up  with  mediums. 

It  is  faid  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  refents  very  ill  the 
cardinal’s  ambition,  in  marrying  his  nieces  into  the  blood 
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royal.  That  prince  will  not  be  prevailed  on  to  come 
near  the  court,  but  rather  favours  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
and  the  other  malcontents ;  whence  fome  people  are  apt 
to  prefage  another  turn  of  affairs  before  long,  for  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  French  are  inclined  to  the  prince’s  party. 

There  is  great  caballing  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  the 
cardinal  ftrives  to  pufh  his  intereft  forward  by  all  the  me¬ 
thods  of  a  cunning  ftatefman.  He  knows  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  fpirit  too  well  to  dream  of  a  reconciliation,  and 
he  has  a  double  intereft  in  the  ruin  of  that  unfortunate 
general ;  his  own  prefervation,  and  the  aggrandizing  his 
niece,  the  Princefs  of  Conti,  who,  by  the  fall  of  her 
brother-in-law,  will  be  miftrefs  of  his  eftate. 

He  is  endeavouring  alfo  to  make  an  alliance  with  the 
Cardinal  de  Retz,  his  profeffed  enemy,  and  one  railed 
by  the  pope  to  that  dignity,  on  purpofe  to  counterba¬ 
lance  Mazarini’s  power  at  this  court,  where  he  is  fufpeft- 
ed  to  animate  the  king  againft  the  court  of  Rome. 

That  Cardinal  de  Retz  is  now  a  prifoner  of  ftate,  and 
lias  been  fo  a  long  time,  being  firft  confined  by  Maza- 
rini's  orders  ;  but  the  wife  minifter  now  thinks  it  fafer 
to  compound  with  a  man,  whom  he  cannot  longer  perfe- 
cute  without  drawing  on  himfelf  the  revenge  of  all  the 
ecclefiaftics,  and  efpecially  the  thunder  of  the  Romaa 
Court. 

Therefore,  to  reconcile  matters,  and  fortify  himfelf, 
he  has  propofed  a  match  between  his  nephew  and  De 
Retz’s  niece.  The  Court  is  wholly  taken  up  with  mak¬ 
ing  friendfhips  of  this  nature,  which  is  an  evident  fign 
they  feel  their  power  at  an  ebb,  and  fear  it  will  be  much 
lower,  if  the  Prince  of  Conde  ftiould  once  take  the 
field  in  France. 

It  is  nothing  to  the  mufiulman  intereft  which  fide  gets 
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the  advantage,  for  they  are  all  equally  enemies  to  the 
Sent  of  God. 

If  I  can  by  any  fuccefsful  artifice  promote  the  divi- 
fions  of  thefe  infidels,  I  fhall  not  diflerve  the  Alining 
Porte.  However,  I  will  ftill  pray  that  thofe  fwords 
may  be  turned  againft  each  other,  which  united  would 
hazard  the  ftate  of  the  true  faithful. 

Illuftrious  friend,  let  thy  prefence  in  the  divan  be  as  a 
ftrong  baftion,  under  the  covert  of  which  Mahmut  may 
be  fheltered  from  the  artillery  of  evil  tongues  and  fyco- 
phants. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


VII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

T hod  art  not  ignorant,  that  when  I  firft  heard  of  thtt 
cruel  fentence  executed  On  our  late  friend  Egri  Boinou 
(on  whom  be  the  mercies  of  the  Creator),  I  wrote 
to  his  fucceffor  Ifmael  Mouta  Faraca  a  letter  of  condol¬ 
ence,  wherein,  to  keep  a  medium  between  the  ten- 
dernefs  I  owed  to  the  lofs  which  my  friend  had  fuftained 
of  his  eyes,  and  the  aiftruft  I  had  of  a  ftranger,  I  filled 
up  my  letter  to  Ifmael  with  confolatory  exprefiions,  fuch 
as  I  w’ould  have  ufed  to  Egri  himfelf,  had  I  been  in  his 
company  ;  believing  that  Ifmael  would  read  my  letter  to 
his  blind  predeceffor. 

I  played  the  Stoic,  and  encouraged  the  doctrine  of 
apathy,  or  at  leaft  I  abounded  in  philofophical  counfels, 
almoft  as  impracticable  as  the  other  :  Nothing  but  fevere 
morality  dropped  from  my  pen  ;  and  all  this  to  cover  my 
real  concern  and  paflion  for  Egri’s  fufferings,  who,  thou 
knoweft,  was  beloved  by  more  than  thee  and  me.  I 
told  thee  in  a  former  letter,  that  I  did  not  dare  to  truft 
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my  fentiments,  though  difguifed,  to  a  man,  who  on  the 
fcore  of  his  new  preferment,  might  become  more  quick- 
fighted  than  before,  and  would  foon  penetrate  the  thin 
veil  of  words,  and  fpy  fomething  in  that  difpatch  to  my 
difadvantage,  fhould  1  have  ventured  to  defcant  on  the 
fultan’s  feverity,  or  Egri’s  merits. 

Therefore  I  thought  it  belt  to  pretend  an  indifferency, 
to  which  I  am  as  much  a  ftranger  as  any  man  in  cafes 
that  too  nearly  touch  our  fenfe.  It  is  eafy  to  give  coun- 
fel  to  another,  which  in  the  fame  circumihances  we  are 
far  from  practifing  ourfelves :  Then  we  can  be  full  of 
vifdom  and  grave  morals,  but  when  it  once  comes  home, 
all  our  philofophy  vanifhes ;  there  remains  nothing  to  be 
feen,  but  a  mere  fenfitive  animal,  without  virtue  or  pa¬ 
tience. 

My  own  experience,  but  two  days  ago,  forces  this 
confeffion  from  me,  when,  by  an  unlucky  blow,  I  lofc 
the  fight  of  both  my  eyes  for  the  fpace  of  eight-and-forty 
hours.  It  is  true  I  fhould  not  have  ufed  them  much 
during  a  third  part  of  that  time,  had  they  not  been  hurt ; 
unlefs  thou  wilt  fay  they  are  ferviceable  in  our  dreams, 
and  help  our  fouls  to  fpy  the  dark  chimeras  of  the  night. 
However,  I  remember  it  was  no  fmall  grief,  even  in  that 
abfence  of  the  fun,  to  be  only  fenfible  of  the  privation  by  my 
ears  ;  for,  whilft  the  windows  of  my  foul  were  (hut,  it  was 
in  vain  for  thofe  of  my  chamber  to  be  open  j  which,  before 
this  misfortune,  would,  by  letting  in  the  light  of  the 
moon  or  ftars,  have  convinced  me  that  it  was  night, 
without  being  beholden  to  the  clocks  and  bells  of  the 
convents  for  my  intelligence,  as  I  was  under  this  afflic¬ 
tion. 

Then  it  was  that  in  my  heart  I  unfaid  all  that  I  had 
written  to  the  eunuch  on  the  fubjeft  of  blindnefs,  and 
curfed  the  philofopher  for  a  fool  or  a  madman  who  put 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS, 


24I 


out  his  own  eyes  for  the  fake  of  his  thoughts*  I  envied 
thofe  more  happy  fools,  who  ave  without  thoughts,  but 
enjoy  their  fight,  which  helps  to  form  and  regulate  the 
conceits  of  the  moil  wife  and  thinking  men. 

Nay,  fuch  was  my  paffion  and  melancholy,  during 
this  ihort  eclipfe  of  my  eyes,  that  I  preferred  to  mine 
even  the  life  of  thofe  dumb  animals,  whom  men  have 
learned  to  call  irrational,  becaufe  they  exprefs  their  fen- 
timents  by  inarticulate  founds,  a  dialed!  which  we  do  not 
underhand  ;  and  I  could  have  almoil  wiihed  myfelf  me- 
tamorphofed,  though  it  were  into  a  dog,  provided  I 
might  have  but  that  fenfe,  the  want  of  which  renders  our 
humanity  imperfeft,  and  a  burden  to  itfelf ;  or,  if  thou 
wilt  blame  me  for  fuch  a  wiih,  I  cannot  forbear  think¬ 
ing  that  dog  happier  than  his  matter,  whom  I  have  feen 
leading  a  blind  man  in  a  firing  along  the  ftreets  of  Paris : 
How  prudently  did  that  faithful  creature  aft  the  guide, 
in  crofiing  the  way,  if  any  danger  threatened  his  charge, 
as  a  cart,  coach,  or  throng  of  people  ;  and  all  this  con- 
duft  was  owing  to  his  eyes,  which  made  him  wifer  than 
his  matter,  who,  had  he  enjoyed  this  fenfe,  might  not, 
for  aught  I  know,  have  furpafied  his  kind  brute  in  the 
exercife  of  reafon. 

And  now  I  am  fallen  on  this  fubjeft  of  the  wifdom  of 
brutes,  I  mutt  not  forget  a  ftory  which  I  have  read  in 
Plutarch,  as  alfo  in  a  certain  French  author,  of  a  dog 
in  the  court  of  the  Roman  emperor  Vefpafian,  which 
would  aft  to  the  life  all  the  agonies  and  fymptoms  of 
death,  at  the  command  of  a  mountebank,  who  had  taught 
him  many  fuch  comical  tricks  to  divert  the  grandees  of 
Rome. 

The  fame  Frenchman  mentions  certain  oxen,  which  it 
feems  had  learned  arithmetic  ;  for  being  employed  m 
turning  the  wheel  of  a  well  an  hundred  times  every  day, 
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when  they  h?.d  finifhed  that  tafk,  would  not  ftir  a  ftep 
more,  but  having  revolved  that  number  in  their  minds, 
defifted  of  their  own  accord,  nor  could  any  violence 
compel  them  to  farther  labour.  Who  will  deny  now 
that  thefe  oxen  were  mathematicians  ?  or  that  the  fhip 
dog  had  any  need  to  ftudy  Euclid’s  Elements,  who,  hav- 
ing  a  great  defire  to  tafte  of  fome  oil  that  he  faw  in  a 
deep  earthen  veffel,  and  not  being  able  to  put  his  head 
in  far  enough,  by  reafon  of  the  long  ftrait  neck  of  the 
pot,  after  fome  ftudy,  ran  to  the  hold  of  the  fhip,  which 
was  ballafted  with  gravel-ftones ;  from  thence  he  brought 
in  his  mouth,  at  feveral  times,  as  many  of  thofe  little 
ftones,  as,  half  filling  the  pot,  forced  the  oil  up  to  the 
mouth,  fo  that  he  could  lap  his  bellyful  ?  Of  this  Plu¬ 
tarch  fay3  he  was  an  eye-witnefs.  Was  not  this,  think- 
eft  thou,  an  Archimedes  among  the  dogs  ?  Are  not  the 
goats  of  Candy  abfolute  phyficians,  when,  being  wound¬ 
ed,  they  never  ceafe  ranging  the  plants  of  that  fertile 
ifland,  till  they  have  found  the  herb  dittany,  with  which 
they  reftore  themfelves  to  health  ? 

Should  the  French  read  thefe  lines,  and  thofe  others 
I  have  written  on  this  fubjedt  to  Cara  Hali,  and  the 
great  Mahummed  of  the  defart,  they  would  cenfure  me 
as  an  heretic,  a  fool,  or  a  madman  ;  or  at  leaft  they  would 
conclude,  I  am  too  importunate  an  advocate  for  the 
beafts :  They  would  call  me  brute  myfelf,  and  fix  my 
oedigree  among  fome  of  the  dumb  generations. 

But  thou  who  haft  been  educated  in  the  ferener  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Eaft,  and  haft  had  the  honour  to  pour  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  hands  of  the  abftemious  Eremit,  wilt  have 
another  opinion  of  what  I  fay  in  defence  of  our  kindred 
animals. 

He  that  has  given  wifdom  and  language  to  the  pif- 
mires,  and  inftrudted  them  tp  converfe  together  by  mute 
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figns,  fo  that  when  the  fignal  was  given,  the  alarm  was 
taken  throughout  their  humble  territories,  and  they  all 
fled  away  with  their  bag  and  baggage,  when  the  army 
of  Solomon  approached,  infpire  us  with  grace  to  under¬ 
hand  the  language  of  the  beads,  or  at  lead  not  to  think 
ourfelves  wifer  than  them  who  underhand  ours, 

Paris,  14th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


VIII. — To  Afis,  Bajfa. 

This  court  is  wholly  taken  up  at  prefent  with  the  pre¬ 
parations  that  are  making  to  crown  the  young  king. 
The  place  defigned  for  that  ceremony  is  a  city  called 
Rheims.  It  is  faid  the  Duke  of  Orleans  will  not  be 
there,  though  the  king  has  fummoned  all  the  princes  and 
nobility  to  attend  at  his  inauguration,  according  to  the 
ancient  cuftom  :  But  that  prince  ftomachs  the  great  fway 
Cardinal  Mazarini  bears  at  court  ;  befides,  his  daughter, 
who  has  no  fmall  power  over  him,  is  affedted  to  the  par¬ 
ty  of  malcontents  :  It  is  through  her  perfuafzon  the  Duke 
her  father  abfents  himfelf  from  the  king  his  nephew ; 
yet  there  are  thofe  that  fay  his  mind  will  change  before 
the  time  appointed  for  the  coronation,  and  that  he  will 
rather  diffemble  his  grudge,  that  fo  he  may  more  advan- 
tageoufly  ruin  the  cardinal,  who  keeps  the  king  lulled 
in  a  circle  of  pleafures  agreeable  to  his  youth,  that  fo  he 
may  not  have  time  or  inclination  to  pry  into  his  manage¬ 
ment  of  affairs. 

The  court  is  at  prefent  at  Fountainbleau,  a  houfe  of 
pleafure  belonging  to  the  king  :  They  pafs  their  time 
away  in  delights,  drowned  in  fecurity ;  whilft  the  wake¬ 
ful  princes  of  the  blood  are  plotting  new  methods  to 
xoufe  them  from  theiv  lethargy,  and  teach  the  young 
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monarch,  that  the  found  of  the  trumpet  and  beat  of  the 
drum,  will  in  a  lhort  time  be  a  more  neceffary  mufic  than 
the  foft  airs  of  the  lute,  and  fuch  chamber-melody. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  of  Conde  being  con¬ 
demned,  the  princefs  his  wife,  has  petitioned  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  that  her  dowry  may  be  fecured  to  her  ;  but  they 
have  referred  the  matter  to  the  king.  Herhuiband  feems 
to  be  loll  in  all  refpedfs,  fave  thofe  of  the  people’s  affec¬ 
tions,  who  favour  any  that  are  enemies  to  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini. 

Monfieur  Brouffel,  one  of  the  counfellors  of  parliament, 
vvhofe  imprifonment  I  formerly  mentioned  to  be  the  caufe 
of  the  firft  fedition  at  Paris,  is  newly  dead  ;  yet  the 
caufe,  whereof  he  was  a  patriot,  dies  not  with  him,  but 
rather  takes  frefn  vigour  from  daily  grounds  of  difcon- 
tent. 

It  was  more  particularly  revived  upon  the  death  of  the 
late  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  the  clergy  choofmg  for  his  fuc- 
ceffor  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  a  prifoner  of  ftate,  and  un¬ 
der  the  fevere  difpleafure  of  the  king.  This  eleftion  was 
countermanded  by  a  declaration  from  the  council  royal ; 
neverthelefs  the  ecclefiaftics  perfift  in  their  firft  choice, 
whilft  Cardinal  Mazarini  threatens  them  with  the  punifh- 
ments  due  to  thofe  who  contemn  the  king’s  authority  ; 
but  they  flight  his  menaces,  trufting  to  the  arms  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  which  they  hope  will  deliver  them  in 
time  from  the  oppreflions  of  that  great  minifter. 

The  men  of  ability  cabal,  whilft  che  vulgar  are  eafily 
drawn  into  parties,  as  their  affeclions  bias  them.  Here 
is  nothing  but  murmuring  and  whifpenng  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  every  man  endeavours  to  purchafe  arms,  and 
lay  them  up  privately,  as  againft  fome  public  invafion  ; 
nay,  the  citizens  walk  not  abroad  without  daggers  hid 
under  their  garments,  as  if  they  either  intended  a  maf- 
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facie,  or  were  afraid  of  one.  Ali  things  feem  to  por¬ 
tend  iome  fudden  eruption  of  popular  fury,  and  the  wif- 
eft  know  not  what  will  be  the  ifl'ue  of  fo  many  threaten¬ 
ing  occurrences. 

Only  Mahmut,  furrounded  with  infidels,  is  refigned 
to  ddliny,  knowing  that  no  human  counfel  can  haften 
or  retard  the  decrees  figned  above. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year- 1654. 


IX. — To  Murat,  Bajfa. 

Jt  feems  the  devils  have  been  lately  let  loofe  in  thefe 
weftern  parts,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  depofition  of 
fuch  as  have  accufed  certain  fuppofed  witches. 

In  Bretagne,  a  province  of  this  kingdom,  above  forty 
old  women  have  been  feized  and  imprifoned,  for  holding 
correfpondence  with  infernal  powers,  and  above  half  of 
them  condemned  to  death  ;  God  knows  with  what  jus¬ 
tice. 

Some  of  them  are  accufed  of  enchanting  the  perfons 
of  their  neighbours  ;  others  for  bewitching  their  cattle  ; 
and  a  third  fort  for  diffolving  the  mifchievous  charms  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  ;  all  of  them  for  affembling  in  the 
night-time,  and  ufing  certain  diabolical  ceremonies,  which, 
they  fay,  begin  and  end  in  killing  the  pofteriors  of  a 
goat,  or  the  devil  in  that  form. 

I  know  not  how  far  thefe  poor  fuperannuated  figures 
of  mortality  may  be  wronged  :  It  is  a  queftion  whether 
their  judges  are  always  in  the  right ;  a  Ihrivelled  meagre 
face,  a  hollow  eye,  joined  with  irrecoverable  poverty,  are 
many  times  the  chief  grounds  of  fufpicion,  which,  improv¬ 
ed  by  fuperfiition,  miftakes,  and  malice,  have  often  pre¬ 
vailed  on  thofe  who  ought  to  admiuifter  jultice,  to 
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demn  poor  wretches,  more  innocent  than  themfelves,  as 
guilty  of  witchcraft. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  there  have  been  both 
men  and  women  verfed  in  magical  arts,  as  they  are  com¬ 
monly  called,  which  I  take  to  be  only  the  more  mvfte- 
rious  fcience  of  nature.  Such  was  Zoroafter,  the  great¬ 
grandchild  of  Noah,  and  king  of  that  part  of  Alia, 
which  was  then  called  Badlria ;  fuch  was  Apollonius 
Tyanseus,  PhilifHdes,  Syracufanus,  with  many  others  of 
ancient  date.  Thefe  underftood  the  hidden  force  of  the 
elements,  the  influence  of  the  ftars,  the  fpecific  operation 
of  metals,  minerals,  and  other  fubterranean  bodies,  with 
the  virtues  of  all  vegetables ;  they  knew  exadfly  how  to 
frame  aftral  images  and  talifmans,  by  the  help  of  which  they 
were  able  to  efiecl  wonders  ;  and  all  this  perhaps  without 
<snce  dreaming  of  infernal  fpirits,  or  having  the  leaft  fo- 
ciety  with  devils. 

Yet  I  believe  Lucian,  an  ancient  writer,  who  never 
fpoke  ferioufly  of  any  thing,  fcarce  believed  himfelf  when 
he  related  the  flory  of  Pancrates,  a  famous  magician  of 
Egypt,  who  by  thefe  talifmans  was  able  to  transform  in¬ 
animate  things  into  the  appearance  at  leaft  of  living  crea¬ 
tures  :  Thus  he  would  turn  a  ftick  or  piece  of  wood  into 
a  feeming  man,  who  fhould  walk,  difcourfe,  and  perform 
all  the  actions  of  a  rational  being. 

A  certain  ftranger  travelling  with  him  once  to  Mem¬ 
phis,  and  lying  with  him  in  the  fame  caravanfera,  as  foon 
as  they  were  alighted  from  their  camels,  Pancrates  took 
a  plank  of  oak,  and  having  touched  it  with  his  talifman, 
and  pronounced  two  or  three  fyllables,  incontinently  the 
ftock  moved,  flood  upright,  walked,  and,  taking  the  ca¬ 
mels  by  the  bridle,  led  them  to  the  (fables  ;  after  which 
this  wooden  man  came  in  and  prepared  their  pilaw,  went 
on  wliatfoever  errands  Par.crates  fent  him,  and  when  they 
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departed,  the  magician,  ufing  a  certain  private  ceremony, 
this  officious  fervant  returned  to  a  plank  again.  This 
was  his  practice  all  along  the  road. 

One  day  his  fellow-traveller  being  refolved  to  try  the 
experiment,  took  the  advantage  of  the  magician’s  ab- 
fence,  who  was  gone  to  the  temple,  and  had  left  his  ta- 
lifman  behind  him.  The  curious  traveller,  having  been 
often  an  eye-witnefs  of  this  trick,  takes  a  piece  of  wood, 
and  touches  it  with  Pancrates’s  talifman,  repeating  the 
fyllables  he  had  heard  him  utter.  Immediately  the  ina¬ 
nimate  timber  became  a  man,  afking  his  pleafure.  The 
traveller,  aftoniffied  at  the  event,  commanded  his  lew  fer¬ 
vant  to  bring  him  a  bucket  of  water.  The  enchanted 
fpark  obeys.  The  traveller  told  him  it  was  enough,  and 
bid  him  return  to  a  piece  of  wood  again  ;  but,  inftead  of 
that,  he  continued  drawing  of  water,  and  bringing  it  in 
till  the  houfe  was  full.  The  traveller,  fearing  the  anger 
of  Pancrates,  thought  to  diffolve  the  enchantment,  by 
cleaving  the  wooden  animal  in  two  :  But  this  augmented 
his  trouble ;  for  each  piece,  taking  a  bucket,  fell  to  draw¬ 
ing  of  water,  fo  that  of  ®ne  fervant  he  had  made  two. 
This  continued  till  the  magician  came  to  his  refeue,  who, 
having  fternly  rebuked  the  traveller’s  raflmefs,  at  a  word 
turned  the  two  bufy  drudges  to  their  primitive  loggiffi- 
nefs  and  inactivity  again. 

I  do  not  tell  this  {lory,  as  if  I  would  have  thee  believe 
it,  or  that  I  give  credit  to  it  myfelf :  Let  us  imitate  the 
author  of  it,  who  laughs  at  all  that  delight  in  fuch  fa¬ 
bles.  But  the  Chriilians,  who  believe  a  piece  of  bread 
is  transformed  to  flelh  and  blood,  and  becomes  an  immor¬ 
tal  God  at  the  pronouncing  of  four  words  by  the  priefl, 
may  be  excufed,  if  they  put  confidence  in  the  figments 
of  poets  and  orators. 

I  have  in  my  cuftody  the  journal  of  Carcoa,  who  for— 
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merly  refided  at  Vienna,  a  private  agent  for  the  ever  hap¬ 
py  Porte.  Some  of  his  letters  fpeak  of  the  fuperftition 
and  credulity  of  the  Germans  in  this  kind  :  Yet  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  mufti,  he  acknowledges  himfelf  overcome  by 
the  unqueftionable  teftimonies  of  fuch  as  had  been  eye- 
witnefles  of  the  life  and  death  of  one  Fauftus,  a  German 
magician,  who  played  a  thoufand  infernal  pranks  (as  he 
calls  them)  even  before  the  emperor  himfelf. 

He  tells  alfo  of  another  magician,  called  Zyto,  who 
lived  in  the  days  of  the  emperor  Charles  IV.  ;  and  when 
the  emperor’s  fon,  to  whom  Zyto  belonged,  was  to  mar¬ 
ry  th;  Duke  of  Bavaria’s  daughter,  the  duke,  to  oblige 
his  fon-in-law,  who  was  much  taken  with  magical  tricks, 
as  were  all  .the  Germans,  fent  for  a  great  many  famous 
forcerers  to  the  wedding.  Among  the  reft,  while  one 
was  performing  a  rare  exploit,  on  a  fudden  Zyto,  the 
prince’s  conjuror,  came  up  to  him,  with  a  mouth  feem- 
ing  as  wide  as  that  of  an  old  crocodile,  and  fwallows  him 
up  at  a  morfel.  When  he  had  thus  done,  he  retires  and 
voids  him  again  in  a  bath,  and  brings  him  thus  drenched 
into  the  company,  challenging  any  of  the  other  magi¬ 
cians  to  do  a  feat  like  that  ;  but  they  were  all  filent. 

I  hear  of  no  fuch  tricks  done  by  thofe  French  witches 
who  caufe  fo  much  difcourfe  at  prefent.  The  worft  they 
are  accufed  of,  is  bewitching  their  neighbours  hogs  to 
madnefs,  which  thou  knoweft  may  be  only  a  natural  ma¬ 
lady. 

I  pray  Heaven  defend  us  from  the  enchantments  of  a 
deluded  fancy,  that  domeftic  incubus  of  every  mortal,  and 
we  need  fear  neither  witch  nor  wizard. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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X. — To  Chornezan  Mustapha,  Baja. 

Th  e  fame  of  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  has  no  doubt 
reached  thy  ears  ;  I  have  made  mention  of  her  in  fevcral 
of  my  letters.  That  royal  virgin  is  now  about  to  fur- 
render  her  crown  to  her  coufm,  whom  they  call  Charles 
Prince  Palatine.  This  is  a  voluntary  refignation  ;  and 
her  motive  is  faid  to  be  a  ftrong  inclination  to  folitade 
and  a  private  life,  being  efteemed  the  moll  accomplifh- 
ed  and  learned  princefs  of  this  age.  But  thofe  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  know  more  than  others,  fay,  that  the  true 
ground  of  her  abandoning  the  kingdom,  is  a  refolution 
ihe  has  taken  to  change  her  religion,  and  embrace  the 
faith  of  the  Roman  mufti,  which  is  forbidden  by  the  laws 
of  Sweden. 

Thou  wilt  frr.ile  at  the  propofals  which  this  queen  fent 
to  her  defigned  fucceffor,  and  his  anfwer  to  them. 

“In  the  JirJl  place.  She  will  keep  the  greateft  part  of 
the  kingdom  and  revenues  in  her  own  hands. 

“  Secondly,  She  will  be  no  fubjedf,  but  altogether  in¬ 
dependent  and  free. 

“  Thirdly,  She  will  be  at  liberty  to  travel  into  foreign 
countries,  or  into  any  part  of  that  dominion. 

“  Lajlly,  She  will  not  have  the  offices  of  truft,  or  any 
other  gifts  that  fhe  lhall  have  difpofed  of  to  her  favour¬ 
ites,  revoked  by  her  fucceffor.” 

To  thefe  articles  Prince  Charles  anfwered, 

“  Firjl,  That  he  will  not  be  a  mere  titular  king,  with¬ 
out  dominions,  nor  without  fuch  a  revenue  as  is  neceffa- 
ry  to  defray  the  royal  expences  both  in  peace  and  war. 

“  Secondly,  That  he  will  fuffer  no  competitor,  equal, 
or  fovereign  in  his  kingdom. 

“  Thirdly,  That  he  will  not  run  the  hazard  of  her  in¬ 
trigues  in  foreign  courts. 
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“  Lajlly ,  That  if  he  be  king,  lie  will  difpofe  of  pre¬ 
ferments  as  he  thinks  fit  ;  and,  in  fine,  that  he  will  not 
be  the  ihadow  of  a  king,  without  the  fubftantial  prero¬ 
gatives  of  fovereignty.” 

It  is  added,  that  when  the  queen  heard  his  reply,  fne 
faid  aloud,  “  I  propcfed  thefe  articles  only  to  try  his 
fpirit :  Now  I  efteem  him  worthy  to  reign,  who  fo  well 
underftands  ihe  incommunicable  rights  of  a  monarch.” 

This  intelligence  comes  by  a  fecretary  to  the  Spanifh 
ambaffador,  who  is  newly  come  out  of  Sweden  to  nego¬ 
tiate  at  this  court  a  ten  years  truce  between  France  and 
Spain. 

Here  is  likewife  an  ambaffador  from  Portitgal,  who 
acquaints  the  court,  that  the  Portuguefe  have  expelled 
the  Hollanders  out  of  the  places  they  held  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  :  But  if  our  merchants  bring  true  intelligence,  the 
Tartars  will  exterminate  all  the  Franks  that  are  in  China. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  young  King  of  France  paffes 
away  his  hours  in  dancing,  feeing  of  plays,  and  other  re¬ 
creations,  provided  with  vaft  expcnce  by  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini,  to  divert  him  from  meddling  with  public  affairs, 
and  from  thinking  too  ferioufly  on  the  fentence  he  has 
pronounced  in  parliament  againft  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

One  knows  not  w'ell  how  to  blame  the  Prince  of  Con- 
de’s  proceedings,  nor  yet  to  accufe  the  king  of  injuftice  ; 
neither  is  it  proper  for  a  ir.uffulman  flave  to  decide  the 
ccntroverfy.  Our  principles  and  laws  are  different  from 
theirs;  and  he  that  is  efteemed  a  patriot  here  in  the  Weft, 
would  be  condemned  for  a  rebel,  without  hefitation,  in 
any  part  of  the  Eaft,  where  but  one  God  in  heaven, 
and  one  fovereign  on  earth,  is  acknowledged  by  the  fub- 
jefts  of  every  kingdom  and  empire. 

But  in  France  the  princes  of  the  royal  blood  are  in- 
vefted  with  fuch  a  power,  as  renders  it  difficult  for  thofe 
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under  their  command  to  diftinguiih  them  from  fuprcme 
monarchs  ;  yet  not  one  of  them  poffefies  a  government 
equal  to  that  of  the  Baffa  of  Egypt,  or  fuperior  to  his  of 
Aleppo. 

I  have  fpoken  of  thcfe  princes  formerly  in  fome  of  my 
letters  to  the  happy  minifters  of  him,  who,  when  he 
pleafes,  can  make  the  greateli  fovereigns  the  fquires  of 
his  ftirrup. 

And  therefore  it  willbe  needlefs  to  fay  any  more  on 
that  fubjeft,  but  only  to  acquaint  thee,  that  the  French 
court,  though  they  cannot  relent  of  the  rigour  they  have 
ufed  towards  the  Prince  of  Conde,  yet  feem  willing  to 
compound  the  bufinefs  with  his  fon,  the  young  Duke  of 
Enguien,  and  by  a  fubtle  artifice  to  Hr  ike  two  flrokes  for 
the  ftate  at  once.  A  great  duke  of  this  realm  has  been 
lately  difpatched  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  propofe  a 
match  between  his  daughter  and  Conde’s  heir  ;  whereby 
the  ellate  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  will  fall  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans’s  pofieffionj  during  the  minority  of  the  young 
couple.  This  is  a  wheedle  to  reconcile  the  king’s  uncle 
to  the  court,  who  has  been  a  long  time  eftranged ;  but 
it  is  thought  his  difpleafure  is  of  too  deep  a  dye  to  be 
wa/hed  off  with  court  holy  water. 

I  have  no  more  news  to  tell  thee,  fave  the  death  of  a 
certain  prince,  whom  they  call  the  Duke  of  Elbeuf ;  and . 
it  is  of  no  import  to  the  divan,  whether  an  hundred  of 
thefe  infidel  princes  die  every  day  or  no,  fo  long  as  the 
Grand  Signior  lives,  and  is  ever  fupplied  with  faithful 
minifiers. 

For  his  health  I  pray  before  the  fun  peeps  over  the 
tops  of  the  Eaftem  mountains,  and  after  he  hides  himfelf 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Well ;  neither  do  I  rife  from  my 
knees  at  the  five  appointed  hours,  without  an  orifon  for 
Chornezan,  and  the  other  baffas  of  the  Porte. 

Paris,  10th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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XI. — To  Sale  Tir^hhni  Emin,  Superintendent  of  the 
Royal  Arfenal  at  Conjlanthiople. 

T hou  that  haft  the  charge  of  the  ammunition  defigned 
for  the  conqueft  of  the  world,  art  fitteft  to  receive  the 
news  of  a  terrible  blow  lately  given  to  a  city  of  the  infi¬ 
dels  in  Flanders. 

This  place  is  called  Gravelines,  whereof  I  have  made 
mention  in  fome  of  my  former  letters.  On  the  29th  of 
the  laft  moon,  the  powder  of  the  magazine  there  took 
fire,  whether  by  accident  or  defign  is  not  certainly 
known  ;  but  the  damage  it  has  done  is  very  great.  It  is 
reported,  that  a  third  part  of  the  city  is  blown  up,  and 
the  chief  fortifications  about  it,  with  the  outworks  of  the 
citadel ;  three  thoufand  mortals  had  their  breath  exhauft- 
ed  by  the  violent  convulfion  of  the  air,  and  were  fent  in¬ 
to  another  world,  well  feafoned  with  faltpetre  ;  befides  a 
vaft  multitude  of  all  forts  that  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
the  houfes. 

Some  fay,  a  certain  perfon  coming  to  buy  fome  pow¬ 
der  of  the  fteward  of  the  magazine,  as  they  were  knock¬ 
ing  out  the  head  of  a  powder  barrel,  the  hammer  ftruck 
fire  ;  others  report,  that  this  perfon,  who  pretended  to 
buy  powder,  was  a  fpy  or  private  agent  of  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini  in  thofe  parts ;  and  that,  by  his  mailer’s  order,  he 
had  prepared  a  certain  artificial  fire,  inclofed  in  a  (hell  or 
box,  and  that,  at  a  certain  determined  period  of  time,  it 
would  caufe  the  hex  to  fly  in  pieces,  and  fcatter  flames 
almoft  as  fubtle  and  penetrating  as  thofe  of  lightning. 

Having  therefore  this  little  inftrument  of  milchief 
ready,  and  being  inftru&ed  in  ail  things,  he  with  the 
fteward  entered  the  vaults  where  the  powder  lay,  under 
pretence  of  buying  fome  for  the  governor  of  Bruftcls  ; 
and  when  they  had  opened  one  of  the  barrels,  he  thruft 
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his  hand  among  the  powder,  as  though  he  would  take 
up  fome  to  look  upon,  at  the  fame  time  dexteroufly  con¬ 
veying  his  little  fhell  or  box  into  the  barrel,  knowing 
that  in  an  hour’s  time  it  would  work  its  effect.  In  the 
mean  while,  feeming  to  diilike  that  barrel,  they  opened 
another,  which  he  bought,  and  fo  departed.  Within  an 
hour  afterwards,  all  the  countries  round  about  were  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  dreadful  blow,  which  made  the  earth  to 
tremble  ;  they  fay  it  was  heard  beyond  the  feas  into 
England. 

Thus  the  contrivance  of  this  tragedy  is  fattened  oa 
Mazarini ;  and  fueh  is  the  hatred  the  people  bear  to  this 
minifter,  that  if  an  earthquake  Ihould  happen  in  thefe 
parts,  I  believe  they  would  accufe  him  as  the  author  of 
it. 

But  it  feems  as  if  all  the  elements  were  at  war  againft 
the  Netherland  provinces.  I  have  already  acquainted  the 
minifters  of  the  ever  happy  Porte,  what  difafters  befel 
thefe  people  by  ftorms  at  fea,  and  inundations  on  land  ; 
after  which  the  element  of  fire  took  its  turn  to  chaftife 
them  ;  for,  in  the  firtt  moon  of  this  year,  a  certain  wind¬ 
mill  in  the  Low  Countries,  whirling  round  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  violence,  by  reafon  of  a  furious  ftorm,  the  ftone  at 
length,  by  its  rapid  motion,  became  fo  intenfely  hot  as 
to  fire  the  mill  ;  from  whence  the  flames,  being  difperfed 
by  the  high  winds  to  the  neighbouring  houfes,  fet  a  whole 
town  on  fire. 

And  now  the  wrath  of  Heaven  has  been  kindled  again 
to  dettroy  thefe  infidels  ;  yet  thofe  that  furvive  will  not 
be  converted.  Perhaps  they  will  be  ruined  piece-meal, 
even  to  a  final  extermination,  like  the  people  of  Aad  ud 
Thamod,  of  whom  at  this  day  there  remain  no  foo  fteps. 

I  pray  God  guard  the  imperial  city  and  arh  ial  from 
all  cafualties  of  fire,  from  inundations  of  water,  and  from 
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earthquakes  j  and  thy  own  watchful  care  and  prudence 
will  defend  the  magazines  in  thy  cuftody  from  the  fly  at¬ 
tempts  of  traitors  and  villains. 

Paris,  toth  of  the  6eh  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


XII. — To  Me  he  met,  r.n  Eunuch  in  the  Seraglio^ 

1  acquainted  thee  formerly  with  the  firft  neceffity  1 
had  to  drink  wine,  that  1  might  the  better  conceal  my, 
being  a  mulmlman,  when  1  was  made  a  prifoner  by  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini’s  order.  I  tell  thee  qow,  this  liquor  is 
grown  habitual  to  me,  it  being  the  natural  beverage  of 
the  country  where  I  am:  But  the  French  temper  it  with 
water,  the  better  to  allay  their  third,  and  prevent  fevers  j 
which  cuflom  agrees  not  with  the  flomach  of  a  Maho¬ 
metan,  w  o,  when  he  drinks  either  water  or  wine,  loves 
to  have  them  pure  without  mixture.  I  ufe  it  moderately 
for  my  health,  and  to  create  an  appetite ;  But  this  even¬ 
ing  1  dra:  k  a  glafs  of  wine,  which  is  like  to  make  me 
abhor  it  fur  ;  ver.  In  all  probability  I  Ihall  turn  as  drift 
and  precife  as  an  Hodgia  ;  for,  in  the  midfl  of  my 
draught,  I  had  almolt  fw  allowed  a  great  fpider,  which 
lay  drowned  in  the  wine.  The  little  bead  had  palled  my 
lips,  but  I  foon  cleared  n  y  mouth  of  fo  ungrateful  a 
morfel.  I  wilh  I  could  as  eaflly  difeharge  my  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  hated  ideas  it  has  imbibed  with  this  fatal  po¬ 
tion  :  Not  that  I  think  I  am  poifoned,  or  have  received 
any  real  damage  from  the  folder ;  the  word  venom  lies 
in  my  own  fancy.  It  will  be  irnpoflible  for  all  the  water 
in  France  to  wafh  away  the  prejudices  1  have  conceived 
againfl  this  little  infect  ;  I  have  a  perfeft  antipathy  a- 
gainft  it  :  The  fight  of  a  ipider  would  always  make  me 
fweat  and  tremble.  Now,  if  ever  I  fhouid  tafte  of  wine 
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again,  I  (hould  imagine  every  mouthful  I  fwallowed  had 
a  fpider  in  it.  My  reafon  tells  me  there  is  no  danger  if 
I  had  one  in  my  ftomach,  having  feen  a  phyfician,  with¬ 
out  the  ufe  of  any  antidote,  fwallow  two  or  three  large 
fpiders  in  a  glafs  of  wine  ;  and  this  was  his  ordinary  prac¬ 
tice  every  morning  ;  and  moft  of  that  profefiion  main¬ 
tain,  that  fpiders,  fo  drank,  can  do  no  harm  ;  yet  my 
antipathy  overcomes  my  reafon  in  this  point ;  and  if  Ga¬ 
len  or  Hippocrates  were  alive,  they  would  not  be  able, 
with  all  their  learned  demonftrations,  to  reconcile  me  to 
a  creature  for  which  I  have  an  invincible  avetfion  and 
abhorrence.  I  had  rather  encounter  with  a  lion  or  a 
tyger  in  the  defarts  o^”  Arabia,  provided  I  had  but  a 
fword  in  my  hand,  than  to  have  a  fpider  crawling  about 
me  in  the  dark  ;  and  therefore  I  have  often  envied  the 
happinefs  of  the  Irifhmen,  for  in  that  illand  they  fay 
no  venomous  creature  will  live  :  The  fame  is  reported  of 
the  Hie  of  Malta,  which  wonderful  privilege  both  thefe 
iflands  aferibe  to  the  prayers  of  certain  faints. 

There  is  no  reafon  to  be  given  for  thefe  fecret  antipa¬ 
thies,  which  are  difeovered  in  many  men.  Some  will 
fweat  and  faint  away,  if  there  be  a  cat  in  the  room  where 
they  are,  though  they  know  nothing  of  it  any  otherwife 
than  by  the  fecret  intimations  of  this  unaccountable  fenfe, 
which  nature  has  added  to  their  other  five.  I  have  feen 
a  gentleman  drop  down  in  a  fwoon,  as  foon  as  he  entered 
a  chamber  where  there  was  a  fquirrel  kept  in  a  cage  ; 
and  thofe  that  knew  him  faid  it  was  his  contlant  infir¬ 
mity. 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  dodlrine  of  the  foul’s 
tranfmigration,  I  Ihould  think  the  beft  reafons  for  thefe 
private  antipathies  might  be  drawn  from  fome  former 
Hate  of  the  foul  ;  and  according  to  that  fuppoiition,  I 
fhould  conclude,  that  I  had  been  a  fly  before  I  camejnte 
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tliis  body,  and  having  been  frequently  perfecuted  by  fol¬ 
ders  in  that  ilate,  do  (fill  retain  the  dread  of  my  old  ene- 
my,  which  all  the  circumilances  of  my  prefent  metamor- 
phofis  are  not  able  to  efface.  But  if  this  be  fo,  I  wonder 
I  Ihould  have  no  diilincl  remembrance  of  my  former  little 
volatile  life.  Cnee  Pythagoras,  the  gTeat  patron  of  the 
metempfychofis,  declares,  that  he  could  remember  feveral 
changes  he  had  undergone  ;  and  particularly  recounts, 
how  he  led  a  merrier  life  when  ht  a  frog,  than  fiece 
he  became  a  phflofopher. 

It  affords  ire  matter  of  thought,  and  is  r.o  fmall  diver- 
fion,  to  behold  the  contrariety  that  is  in  men's  diet :  Ope 
man  never  takes  cf  fifh  all  his  days,  another  abhors  flein  ; 
this  faints  if  his  bread  be  cut  with  a  knife  that  has  touch¬ 
ed  cheefe,  that  swoons  at  the  fmell  cf  mutton.  Men  have 
as  different  appetites  as  they  have  faces  ;  fome  are  fquea- 
mifh,  and  almoii  nauleate  every  thing  that  ethers  eat 
freely  of ;  again,  there  are  ethers  to  whom  nothing  comes 
amils.  For  my  part,  I  have  many  averCons  in  point  of 
diet  ;  and,  above  all  things,  I  can  never  be  reconciled  to- 
the  eating  of  infefts,  ferpents,  ana  other  reptile  creatures ; 
yet  here  are  men  in  this  kingdom  who  live  upon  frogs, 
vip.rs,  grafshoppers,  and  inch  kind  of  loathl  me  animals  ; 
and  I  have  read  of  a  people  in  the  fonthern  parts  of 
Africa,  who  had  no  other  diet  bnt  falted  locufts,  which 
they  catch  in  the  fpring,  when  certain  winds  bring  innu- 
merabi  •  f warms  of  them  ever  the  land,  fo  that  all  the 
country  is  covered.  Thefe  people  are  very  lean,  aftive, 
and  black  ;  they  run  fwift  as  flags,  and  will  chmb  trees, 
and  ju  p  from  one  bough  and  tree  to  another,  as  nimble 
as  apes  or  iquirrels ;  but  they  are  Ihort -lived,  never  ex¬ 
ceeding  forty  years  of  age  ;  for  about  that  time  they  feel 
a  violent  itching  all  over  their  bodies,  which  tempting 
them  to  fcratch  themleives,  they  never  ceafe  till  they 
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make  holes  in  their  flelh,  where  certain  winged  infedls 
breed,  which  multiply  fo  fall,  that  in  a  little  time  they 
devour  the  poor  wretches.  This  is  thought  to  be  the 
refult  of  their  ill  diet. 

Let  not  what  I  have  faid  create  any  fqueamifhnefs  in 
thee,  but  eat  thy  pilaw  with  a  good  ftomach,  for  that 
food  has  the  benediction  of  God  and  his  Prophet. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


XIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

The  King  of  France  has  been  folemnly  crowned  at 
Rheims,  where  were  prefent  his  mother  and  brother. 
Cardinal  Mazarini,  with  divers  princes  and  nobles,  and 
foreign  minifters  :  But  nothing  could  perfuade  the  king’s 
uncle,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  grace  this  ceremony  with 
his  prefence  ;  he  has  declared  he  will  never  come  to  the 
court  fo  long  as  Cardinal  Mazarini  is  there. 

Marefchal  Turenne  has  received  private  orders  to  re¬ 
pair  fpeediiy  to  his  army  in  Flanders.  What  the  defign 
is  we  are  not  certain.  Some  fay  he  is  gone  to  furprife 
Gravelines,  a  city  in  Flanders,  which  was  lately  fo  ruined 
by  the  blowing  up  of  the  magazine,  that  it  is  not  in  a 
condition  to  refill  the  French,  fhould  they  aflault  it. 

Others  fay,  the  king  has  commanded  his  general  to 
lay  fiege  to  Stenay,  a  city  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  and  exquifitely  forti¬ 
fied. 

It  is  reported  that  Cardinal  Mazarini  holds  a  corre- 
fpcndence  with  the  governor  of  this  ftrong  hold,  and  that 
on  this  ground  it  was  he  promifed  the  king,  on  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  purple,  that,  i!  he  would  fuffer  his  army  te 
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lie  down  before  it,  it  ihould  by  fuch  a  day  be  delivered 
into  his  hands. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  of  whofe  imprifonment  at  Ant¬ 
werp  I  informed  Muftapha  Berber  Aga,  is  now  removed 
from  thence,  and  fent  to  Spain,  from  whence  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  he  will  never  come  back. 

From  the  North  the  poft  brings  news  of  the  refigna- 
tion  which  Chriilina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  has  made  of  her 
crown  to  her  coufin  Prince  Charles.  They  add,  that  fhe 
caufed  a  crown  to  be  made  with  this  infcription,  “  From 
God  and  Chriilina,”  and  that  fhe  placed  this  crown  on 
the  prince’s  head  with  her  own  hands,  having  before  ab- 
folved  all  her  fubjedts  from  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  her. 

The  fame  poft  alfo  tells  us  of  a  mighty  army  of  Muf- 
eovites  which  are  entered  into  Poland,  deftroying  and 
laying  defolate  wherever  they  come.  The  pretended 
caufe  of  this  invafion  is  faid  to  be  a  difguft  the  czar  has 
taken  at  a  certain  hiftorian  and  poet  of  Poland,  who,  in 
reciting  the  wars  between  thofe  nations,  had  made  a  mif- 
take  in  the  genealogy  of  the  Mufcovite  emperors,  nam¬ 
ing  the  father  for  the  fon.  The  czar,  being  informed  of 
this,  demanded  the  head  of  the  writer  as  an  atonement, 
which  being  denied,  he  ruihed  into  the  territories  of  Po¬ 
land,  to  revenge  himfelf  by  fire  and  nvord. 

Thefe  are  the  actions  of  fuch  as  pretend  to  follow  the 
example  of  Jefus,  the  Meflias,  who  commanded  men  to 
forgive  injuries,  even  as  did  our  holy  Prophet  ;  yet  they 
fcruple  not  to  accufe  us  of  what  they  themfelves  are  only 
guilty.  Thus,  whilft  they  are  Chriftians  in  name,  we 
ihow  by  our  pradlice  that  we  are  true  difciples  of  the  ve¬ 
nerable  Jefus. 

Doubtlefs  all  men  are  juft  or  wicked  by  nature.  Every 
man’s  fate  is  engraven  on  his  forehead,  and  neither  the 
precepts  nor  examples  cf  Tefus  or  Mahomet  can  alter  the 
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inclinations  of  thofe  whofe  liars  have  figned  them  in  their 
nativity  with  the  indelible  cbaraflers  of  vice. 

Paris,.  30th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


XIV. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

H  1THER.TO  I  have  been  in  a  wildernefs,  or  at  leal!  I 
will  fuppofe  it,  wandering  up  and  down,  loll  and  con¬ 
founded  in  the  dark,  without  fun,  liar,  land-mark,  or  any 
faithful  guide  to  diredl  me.  What  ihall  I  do  in  this  cafe? 
I  am  tired  with  perpetual  rambling,  and  rell  I  dare  not, 
neither  can  I,  fuch  is  my  unealtnefs,  even  in  the  only  cir- 
cumftance  which  gives  to  other  men  repofe. 

Thus  I  difeourfe  with  myfelf  when  I  am  alone,  and 
eonfider  my  prefent  Hate  as  a  mortal.  The  miferies  of 
this  life  are  the  themes  of  my  firlt  contemplation,  and  it 
is  but  reafon  it  Ihould  be  fo,  becaufe  we  feel  them  every 
moment :  They  touch  our  lenfe  nearly,  and  afflidt  us  with 
fharp  pains  ;  yet  they  are  but  like  the  fling  of  a  wafp, 
violent  for  a  time,  but  lafl  not  long. 

This  thought  carries  me  farther,  and  puts  me  upon  an 
endlefs  meditation  what  will  befal  me  after  I  am  dead. 
When  I  have  contemplated  all  that  I  can,  run  over  a 
thoufands  paths  of  fancy,  and  traced  all  the  footlleps  of 
the  wife,  or  of  fuch  as  were  elteemed  fo,  Hill  I  find  my¬ 
felf  in  a  defart,  more  entangled  than  a  traveller  loll  in 
the  forefl  of  Hyrcania,  which  extends  from  the  moll 
northerly  part  of  Mufcovy  to  fome  provinces  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire,  and  is  reputed  five  hundred  leagues  in  length. 

In  this  bewildered  condition  I  meet  with  many  pre¬ 
tended  guides,  one  telling  me  this  is  the  way,  another 
that  ;  but  becaufe  they  do  not  agree  in  tbeir  advice,  I 
knotv  not  which  to  trull,  and  am  inclined  to  fufpect  fome 
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for  cheats,  and  the  reft  for  fools,  as  much  at  a  lofs,  if 
not  more  than  myfelf. 

Permit  me  to  difcourfe  with  freedom,  my  dear  Dgnet, 
and  let  us  unmade  like  friends.  What  dignifies  all  that 
the  imaurns  and  mcllahs  can  fay  of  paradife  and  hell,  fince 
none  of  them  have  been  there  to  make  an  experiment  ? 
Why  ftiould  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  amufed  with;  no¬ 
tions  of  things,  which,  for  aught  we  know,  have  no  other 
exiftence  but  in  the  harangues  of  the  preachers,  and  the 
fancies  of  the  credulous. 

Think  not  that  I  am  going  to  perfuade  thee  to  the 
herefy  of  the  Muferin,  who  deny  the  being  of  a  God. 
I  tell  thee  I  am  no  atheift.  From  every  thing  I  behold, 
my  thought  foon  flies  up  to  a  Firft  Caufe,  and  there  it  is 
dalhed  into  a  thoufand  queries.  This  I  lay  as  a  folid 
foundation,  “  All  things  were  not  always  in  the  fame 
ftate  as  they  are  now.”  My  experience  demonftrates  to 
the  contrary.  But  how  much  longer  they  have  been  o- 
therwife  than  my  own  remembrance,  I  cannot  be  allured, 
but  by  the  confidence  which  I  repofe  in  people  that  are 
older  than  myfelf,  and  the  faith  I  give  to  books,  both 
which  agree  in  this,  that  they  are  guilty  of  contradic¬ 
tions  without  number. 

Thofe  that  were  born  before  me,  and  lived  in  the  days 
of  Sultan  Mahomet  III.  tell  me  many  paffages  of  his 
reign,  quite  different  from  the  relations  of  others  who 
alfo  lived  in  thofe  times,  and  remarked  the  tranfactions 
of  their  age. 

A  like  difagreement  I  find  among  authors  who  have 
committed  to  writing  the  hiftories  of  former  times.  It 
is  difficult  to  encounter  with  two  men  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion,  even  as  to  matters  of  fa£t.  Some  take  a  pride  in 
difguifing  the  truth,  whilft  others  have  not  Ikill  to  take 
off  the  mall-:.  There  are  a  fort  of  perfons  in  the  world. 
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men  or  lupine  and  eafy  judgments,  credulous,  and  not 
daring  to  call  in  queftion  what  has  been  tranfmitted  to 
them  from  the  authority  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  writer.  They 
fuperftitioufly  revere  as  an  oracle  the  manufcripts  of  a 
mortal  man  like  themfelves,  fubjeCt  to  as  many  frailties 
and  miftakes,  and  all  this  only  becaufe  they  have  been 
taught  to  do  fo  from  their  infancy  ;  fo  forcible  is  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  education.  Thus  the  Hebrews  believe  the  re¬ 
cords  of  their  nation  to  be  of  divine  original,  though  they 
want  not  verbal  contradictions,  and  abound  with  logical 
and  philofophical  inconfiftencies.  But  that  which  is  of 
greateft  moment  is,  that  neither  they  nor  any  other  na¬ 
tion,  no  not  even  the  Affyrian  or  Egyptian  records, 
come  near  the  immenfe  chronologies  of  the  Chinefe  and 
Indians  ;  fo  that,  amidft  fuch  vail;  variety  of  accounts,  a 
man  knows  not  where  to  fix  his  belief.  But  whether  the 
world  be  only  five  or  fix  thoufand  years  old,  or  of  a  more 
indefinite  antiquity,  this  is  a  fure  maxim,  “  That  fome- 
thing  is  eternal.”  Even  the  Jewa  and  Chriftians,  who 
deny  the  eternity  of  matter,  and  affert  the  creation  of  the 
world  out  of  Nothing,  in  a  determined  period  of  time, 
mull  of  necefiity  own,  there  was  an  eternal  and  infinite 
emptinefs  or  vacuity,  which  is  the  fame  as  Mofes  calls  by 
the  name  of  Nothing  ;  which  will  found  as  harflr  in  phi- 
lofophy  as  the  eternity  of  matter  does  in  their  divinity. 
Nay,  if  I  miftake  not,  it  is  of  a  worfe  confequence,  even 
in  the  doClrines  of  religion,  to  affert  an  infinite  privation, 
or  want  of  exiftence,  to  be  co-eternal  with  the  fubftantial 
God,  who  is  omnipotent,  living,  and  ftrong,  than  to  af¬ 
firm  matter  itfelf  to  be  co-eternal  with  him,  fince  this  is 
an  aCtual  fubftance,  and  may  with  reafon  be  fuppofed  as 
a  neceffary  emanation  of  his  power  and  goodnefs ;  where¬ 
as  the  other  is  a  mere  naked  potentiality,  a  non-entity,  as 
the  weftern  philofophers  call  it,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
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conceived  to  flow  from  the  divine  nature,  which  is  effen- 
tial  life  and  being.  Yet  in  thefe  nice  and  remote  fpecu- 
lations  l  am  timorous,  and  dare  not  be  pofitive,  left  I 
fhould  profane  the  honour  of  that  Sovereignly  Good, 
who  is  the  breath  of  our  noftrils.  To  fpeak  the  truth, 
I  am  wavering  in  all  things  but  this,  that  there  is  an 
Eternal  Mind,  every  where  prefent,  the  root  and  balls 
of  all  things  vifible  and  invifible,  whom  we  call  Alla,  the 
Support  of  Infinite  Ages,  the  Rock  and  Stay  of  the 
Univerfe. 

Let  thou  and  I,  dear  friend,  perfevere  in  adoring  that 
fuperlative  Effence  of  Effences  with  internal  and  profound 
devotion  ;  let  our  thoughts  be  pure,  our  words  few,  and 
thofe  full  of  innocent  and  grateful  flames ;  for  afluredly 
God  delights  not  in  the  babbling  of  the  tongue. 

As  for  the  reft,  let  us  live  according  to  our  nature  and 
reafon,  as  we  are  men  ;  for  we  may  believe,  that  the  in- 
dulgent  Father  of  all  things  will  accept  us,  if  we  fquare 
our  actions  according  to  this  rule,  without  aiming  at  the 
perfection  of  angels. 

In  a  word,  let  us  love  all  of  human  race,  and  fhow  juf- 
tice  and  mercy  to  the  brutes ;  for,  in  fo  doing,  we  (hall 
not  be  unkind  to  ourfelves. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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